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Tuesday, July 23, 2019 Good afternoon, Amy Snyder. Thank you for being a loyal subscriber!
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TURBOTVILLE — Construction of a new elementary school on the
grounds of the Warrior Run High School/Middle School complex
could be complete three years from now.

The district’s school board on Monday approved Breslin Ridyard
Fadero Architects to complete schematic designs for a new elementary
school.

Michael Bell, of the architectural firm, told the board the schematic
designs will include identification of program requirements, floor
plans, site development plans and an updated budget for construction
of a new elementary school building.

Per a previous board discussion, the schematic designs will focus on
locating the school where the softball field currently sits. A new soft-
ball field would be constructed on the current football practice field.
That field would be relocated to the existing soccer practice fields.

Bell said the schematic designs should be completed by October,
with both land and design development to follow through January and
February.

Under Bell’s timeline, construction documents would be drafted from
February through December 2020. Document bidding would follow
through February 2021, with construction occurring from March 2021
through July 2022.

Nichole Mendinsky, a landscape architect with HRG, reported to the
board on a wetland delineation study which was recently completed on
the property. She said a drainage area on the property has been identi-
fied as an Exceptional Values Waterway.

With that designation, Mendinsky said the district will have to ap-
ply for some additional permits for the project.

“It does not rule out anything you’re proposing,” she said. “It’s just
a longer timeline.”

Mendinsky said the district will also have to apply to the Lewis
Township zoning board for an exception for construction of the new
building. She said the township limits new buildings at 25 feet high,
while the new school will likely be around 30 feet high.

She said the township would also like the district to find out if Pen-
nDOT will require a traffic study to be done in order for construction
of a new school to proceed.

The board approved Amanda Velte to serve as the middle school as-
sistant to the principal, at a salary of $70,000.

Superintendent Dr.  Alan Hack noted that Velte is still completing the
certifications required to become a building administrator.  As such, the
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LEWISBURG — Both spe-
cial election nominees who
hope to represent the 85th State
House District plan to be at an
upcoming discussion.

Coffee with the Candidates,
co-sponsored by the League of
Women Voters of the Lewis-
burg Area, will be from 8:30 to
10 a.m. Friday at Shade Moun-
tain Winery, 16140 Route 104,
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MILLVILLE — Camp Spifida
got underway this week with the
help of a former camper.

Alec Herman of Danville, who
had been attending the annual
camp since he was age “8 or 9,”
has since served as an adult
camper for nine years. For a for-
mer camper to become a coun-
selor at a camp for kids with
spina bifida, the ability to get
around is needed, and to have the
skills needed to help current
campers.

Herman, now 29, is able to do
all that but admitted the first year
as a counselor was a challenge.

“I remember being a lot more
tired,” he said. “As a camper I was
always the one who fought rest
time and bed time. But my first
year as a counselor I understood
why (rest) was there.”

Herman called the experience
rewarding.

“You see how happy (campers)
are,” he said. “It makes you hap-
py and feel good for seeing how
happy they are.”

Herman, who works at a Mon-
toursville manufacturing compa-
ny, said volunteering was a way
to keep coming to camp.

“I don’t think I’d ever stop

coming. I just love it here,” he
added. “I want to help the kids the
way they helped me.”

The camp features numerous
activities for young people with
the condition, described as a birth
defect in which healthy growth of
the spine has been compromised.
A lack of mobility occurs in
many cases, limiting a person to
a wheelchair.

But the camp accommodates
and gives young people the op-

portunity to enjoy traditional ac-
tivities including archery, swim-
ming, fishing, and crafts. Popular
contemporary activities include a
tent for laser tag and an escape-
style game room in a tree house.

Dr. Keith Boell, medical direc-
tor, said camp can be a powerful
week for young people attending.

“The kids just get to see other
kids with spina bifida,” he said.
“It relatively common, but it is
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Alec Herman, of Danville, a former Camp Spifida camper, has
returned for several years to the camp for young people with
spina bifida for work as a counselor.
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