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WILLIAMSPORT — It’s 
amazing what one game can 
mean — to a workforce, a city, 
an entire region.

Running a minor league 
franchise in any sport is a 
challenge, but the folks in 
Williamsport have effective-
ly kept the city on the map 
for hundreds of  years. Even 
with Major League Base-
ball’s proposed plan to cut 

more than 42 minor league 
franchises — Williamsport 
among them — things are 
looking pretty good for the 
city that is home to not only 
the Crosscutters, but the 
Little League World Series as 
well.

Much of  that optimism can 
be traced to one game — the 
Major League Baseball Little 
League Classic, which has 
become an annual outing 
during the the Little League 
World Series, played across 

the river in South Williams-
port.

This year’s game is slated 
for Aug. 23 and will bring 
the Baltimore Orioles and 
Boston Red Sox to BB&T 
Ballpark at Historic Bowman 
Field, home of  the Cross-
cutters, the short-season, 
single-A affi liate of  the Phila-
delphia Phillies.

The game has allowed for 
many things in Williams-
port, not just a pair of  major-
league ballclubs coming to 

town once a year.
“That game has been the 

conduit that made every-
thing fall into place, things 
we wanted to do for decades,” 
said Gabe Sinicropi, William-
sport Crosscutters vice pres-
ident, marketing and public 
relations. “The possibility 
of  that game coming, and 
because of  that game com-
ing, things happened.”

Among them, a grant the 
city had been seeking for 
improvements at the historic 

ballpark. That, coupled with 
Major League Baseball’s 
investment in renovations to 
the fi eld, have accounted for 
a $4.5 million infusion for the 
Crosscutters.

“Without that game, none 
of  this exists and we’d be 
banging our heads against 
the wall to get these things,” 
said Sinicropi. “Having that 
game makes our dot on the 
map bigger.”

All that said, there’s a 
sense of  caution that exists 
as well. While Major League 
Baseball’s investment in Wil-
liamsport and partnership 
with Little League is good 
for the Cutters, Sinicropi 
and the staff  in Williamsport 
realize there’s nothing that 
prevents the league from 
doing it without a minor 
league franchise in the build-
ing.

“When the dust settles, we 
feel Williamsport is OK,” 
said Sinicropi. “Still, we’re 
on the list. A lot of  negotia-
tions are going on and will 
continue to happen. We hope 
cooler heads prevail and 
feel it’s imperative for Major 
League Baseball to have 
baseball in these towns and 

Minor League Baseball alive and well in Williamsport

Williamsport team has strong ties to Major League Baseball, Little League Baseball
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The Major League Baseball Little League Classic has become an annual event at BB&T Ballpark at Historic Bowman Field, Williamsport. This year’s 
game will pit the Baltimore Orioles against the Boston Red Sox.

• What is the Susquehanna 
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the Central Susquehanna Valley 
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Boomer, mascot for 
the Williamsport 
Crosscutters, is 
always entertaining 
during his appear-
ances at BB&T 
Ballpark at Historic 
Bowman Field.


