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LEWISBURG — Emergen-
cy Medical Service workers, 
doctors and nurses have 
been dubbed heroes in the 
season of  COVID-19.

Among them, Christie 
Hoover, RN, who works at 
the intensive care unit at 
Evangelical Community 
Hospital. She has been a 
nurse for eight years and 
has worked with COVID-19 
patients, a challenging yet 
satisfying task. Some have 
been hospitalized for as 
many as 40 days.

“To see these people go 
from being really sick to 
leaving the hospital and 
being able to go home,” 
Hoover said. “It is such a 
small town, driving by their 
house and seeing the sign we 
gave them outside of  their 
home. It is just really reward-
ing.”

Hoover began hearing 
about the “novel” or new 
coronavirus in December 
through journals and pro-
fessional media. At the time, 
it could not be determined 
whether it was more serious 

than conventional flu or even 
a previous coronavirus.

“I’ve cared for children 
with coronavirus in the 
past,” Hoover said. “It didn’t 
automatically strike me to be 
scared or think it would turn 
into what it did.”

Before long, the new virus 
did indeed spread. Hoover 
said she first started seeing 
patients with COVID-19 in 
March. It was most definitely 
a new and different experi-
ence for all involved.

“When we got our first 
patient in, just seeing the set 
up and what you had to do to 
go into that room to stay safe. 
That sticks out in my mind,” 
she said. “Everybody was 
kind of  gawking from out-
side, (thinking) what you do? 
What do you not do? How do 
you go in? How do you come 
out?”

More intensive use of  
personal protection equip-
ment has become a hallmark 
of  coronavirus treatment. 
Hoover and other nurses 
need to dress in special 
gear in a room adjacent to a 
patient, enter the patient’s 
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Christie Hoover, RN, has been treating coronavirus patients in the intensive care unit of 
Evangelical Community Hospital since the beginning of the pandemic.
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Christie Hoover, RN, (pushing wheelchair) said seeing patients get well and head for home was the most 
satisfying part of her job.

Hometown Heroes

• Respiratory therapist: 
COVID patients’ bodies 
“went through war.” See 
page 2.

• RN: Community must 
remain vigilant. See page 3.

• Nurses rely on a passion 
to serve others. See page 4.

• Test site saw hundreds of  
patients a day during peak. 
See page 6.

• Cleaning COVID patient’s 
room a crucial service. See 
page 7.
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Intensive care nurse: 
Working with COVID 
patients ‘rewarding’

Also inside...


