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WILLIAMSPORT — Fans of  baseball — and professional baseball in Wil-
liamsport — breathed a sigh of  relief  with the recent announcement that 
the Crosscutters will be included in Major League Baseball’s Draft League.

Major League Baseball, in conjunction with Prep Baseball Report, 
announced the formation of  the league in November, the first of  its kind 
focused on top prospects eligible to be drafted by major league teams. Major 
League Baseball’s draft is now part of  its All-Star Week in mid-July, creat-
ing the opportunity for players to showcase their talents prior to the draft 
through the draft league.

The Williamsport Crosscutters are joined by the Trenton Thunder (for-
merly of  the Double-A Eastern League) and Frederick Keys (formerly of  
the Class-A Carolina League) along with the Mahoning Valley Scrappers, 
State College Spikes and West Virginia Black Bears (all formerly of  the 
New York-Penn League) as founding members of  the MLB Draft League.

“It’s an exciting day, a new day in the long, storied history of  baseball in 
Williamsport,” said Gabe Sinicropi, vice president, Marketing and Public 
Relations, Williamsport Crosscutters.

“We are ecstatic to have Williamsport continue to be a gateway to the 
Majors in the all-new MLB Draft League and cannot wait for another sea-
son of  Crosscutters baseball,” said Peter Freund, Williamsport Crosscut-
ters president and principal owner.

The draft league will feature a 68-game regular season to start May 24. 
There will be 34 home games, and 34 away games. The Crosscutters open 
the season Monday, May 24 at State College, with the home opener slated for 
7:05 p.m. Tuesday, May 25, with State College visiting BB&T Ballpark at His-
toric Bowman Field.

Home game times remain the same as in past seasons with Monday-Sat-
urday games starting at 7:05 p.m. and Sundays at 5:05 p.m. with the only 
exception being a 1:05 p.m. first-pitch on Memorial Day. MVP Club Season 
Ticket Plans and Bonus Book Mini-Plans are now available online at cross-
cutters.com or by calling 570-326-3389.

The experience for the Cutters’ fans will change very little. Sinicropi said 
ticket prices will remain the same for the ‘21 season.

The announcements means the end of  the relationship with the Cutters 
and Phillies, which dates back to 2007, however the quality of  play may even 
be better for fans, according to Freund.

Rather than relying on players drafted solely by one Major League team, 
players forming the MLB Draft League will be solely draft-eligible collegiate 
juniors and seniors.

“This league, formed by Major League Baseball, is very important to 
Major League Baseball,” said Sinicropi. “They really have a huge vested 
interest in the draft league working.”

While Freund was confident there would be baseball in Williamsport in 
‘21, he said this model was the best option for Williamsport for long-term 
viability.

“Williamsport is very important to Major League Baseball,” he said, not-
ing the Little League Classic, which pits two Major League Teams at BB&T 
Ballpark annually during the Little League World Series.

Alternatives, Freund said, would have been independent league ball, 
which would have been a tough haul economically.

Players and coaching staffs for the MLB Draft League teams will be 
assigned by Major League Baseball and Prep Baseball Report. The two enti-
ties will also provide league administrative functions.

The Crosscutters have scheduled a Facebook Live event for 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 8, where fans can learn more about the MLB Draft League from 
members of  the Cutters front office and have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions about the upcoming season. The event can be accessed at the team’s 
Facebook page. Those unable to view the live event can watch a recorded 
version of  the session anytime on the Williamsport Crosscutters Facebook 
page.

Freund noted the community aspect of  the Crosscutters, and the need to 
keep it viable. Several local officials offered their thoughts on the announce-
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