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Daily Thought
“No persons are more frequently 
wrong, than those who will not 
admit they are wrong.” — Fran-
cois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld, 

French moralist (1613-1680).
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MILTON — A former state 
senator who now encourages 
Pennsylvanians to remain in 
the commonwealth brought 
his message to Milton Tues-
day night.

Rob Wonderling, Philadel-
phia Chamber of  Commerce 
president, said the GrowPA 
strategic agenda could help 
reverse the decades-long 
fl ight of  residents from the 
state.

“What we are attempt-
ing to do in each county in 
Pennsylvania is really start 
a grassroots movement,” 
he said. “It begins with 
ideas. Tonight thanks to this 
chamber of  commerce and 
this community in Milton, 
we shared a lot of  really 
interesting ideas of  what 
leaders and this community 
are doing to help this region 
grow and create jobs for 
folks.”

Wonderling called it a bot-
tom-up approach in which 
ingenuity of  civic and com-
munity leaders are turned 
to for leadership rather than 
reliance on government.

“What has happened in the 
last 30 years in particular 
is that economies have glo-
balized,” he said. “We have 
devices like desktop comput-
ing, cell phones, it doesn’t 

matter. You can be anywhere 
in the world and do some-
thing of  value.”

Wonderling noted that the 
state was declining over the 
last 30 years. Where there 
were not enough people and 
not enough good-paying 
jobs, the government took 
on those responsibilities by 
default.

“We think part of  GrowPA 
is a bit of  a collaborative 

reset,” he added. “The eco-
nomic interests working 
locally in partnership in 
partnership with the local 
county or state government 
can think about Pennsylva-
nia in a more modern way, 
think about it more globally.”

Wonderling, who rep-
resented portions of  
Northampton, Montgomery, 
Berks and Lehigh counties 
during his senate career, was 

skeptical that the decline had 
slowed or been reversed.

“It all gets to very simple 
math,” he said. “You got to 
keep generating individual 
wealth by having many citi-
zens participate in the econ-
omy, not a declining number 
of  citizens in the economy.”

Suggestions informal-
ly discussed included 
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LEWISBURG — Tax rates 
were held steady in the pro-
posed Lewisburg Borough 
budget for 2020.

Borough council passed 
the proposed spending plan 
Tuesday night, and ordered 
it be made available for 
review starting today at 
borough offi ces and on the 
borough website. Borough 
Solicitor Andy Lyons was 
also directed to advertise the 
budget for fi nal consider-

ation.
Final adoption would be 

on the agenda of  the council 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 19 in council chambers.

The total millage or tax 
rate per thousand dollars 
assessed valuation stayed 
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MILTON — The Milton 
Area School District school 
board is continuing to exam-
ine options to pare down 
the cost of  a $7.8 million 
stadium renovation project, 
which was approved in Sep-
tember.

The board on Tuesday 
instructed John Howard, 
of  the Architectural Stu-
dio, to come back at a Nov. 
12 committee session with 
various options for the con-
struction and contents of  a 
new concession stand, ticket 
booth and restrooms which 
are proposed as part of  the 
project.

Following the meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Keegan said the combined 
cost of  the three structures 
and their contents are pro-
posed at $1.3 million. The 

GrowPA seeks to reverse population trend
A former state 
senator explains
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From left, Jeff Reber, Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce vice president, 
Rob Wonderling, president and CEO of The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia 
and Bob Garrett, GSVCC president and CEO, discussed the GrowPA initiative at Chef’s 
Place, Milton.

Milton 
looking 
to cut 
stadium 
project 
costs

Lewisburg budget keeps tax 
rates steady for 2020
Road projects cited 
as budget drivers
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