
Saturday, December 14, 2019 Greetings, Kenneth Ploch. Thank you for being a loyal reader.
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Daily Thought
“The trouble with our times 

is that the future is not what 
it used to be.” — Paul Valery, 

French philosopher (1871-1945).

Honoring Valley Veterans

BY CHRIS BRADY

The Standard-Journal

Local women have long 
played a role in the military. 
Take Helen Fairchild, an 
Allenwood-area woman 
who garnered international 
attention for her service as 
a nurse during World War I 
and has been featured sever-
al times as a part of  “Honor-
ing Valley Veterans.”

The service of  local nurses 
continued into World War 
II and Korea, as we take a 

look at a trio of  nurses who 
signed up to serve the armed 
forces during wartime.

Jane Bingaman Murphy, 
of  Milton, served as a fl ight 
nurse during the Korean 
War, but that wasn’t her fi rst 
stint during wartime.

Murphy, a Milton grad-
uate, graduated from the 
Presbyterian Hospital 
School of  Nursing in New 
York City. She enlisted in the 

Local nurses served 
during wartime
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Capt. Jane Bingaman Murphy was in charges of 163 
Americans wounded in Korea who were flown to Japan in 
the largest mercy flight ever made to that point in history.

Nurses, Page A6

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — Surrounded 
by hundreds of  toys, Watson-
town-area elves have been 
hard at work wrapping gifts 
which will be distributed 
to more than 100 children 
in need through a program 
which was started 70 years 
ago by a Watsontown Police 
Department chief.

Brendi Brooke, Watson-
town borough’s secretary/
treasurer, volunteers her 
time to assist the Watson-
town Police Department 
with the Chief  Carl Reed 
Memorial Christmas Fund. 

Spirit of the season strong
Annual police 
effort brings toys 
to hundreds

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Watsontown Police Department Officer Tim Kiefaber and 
Charlotte McClintock worked side by side to prepare gifts to 
be distributed through the Chief Carl Reed Memorial 
Christmas Fund project.

Toys, Page A3

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

WATSONTOWN — A long-
time Watsontown resident 
has been recognized for his 
contributions toward helping 
to make Watsontown a wel-
coming community.

Members of  the Wat-
sontown Guild this week 
presented John Hefty with 
a plaque recognizing him 
for funding he provided 
to purchase commercial 
solar lights which are being 
installed at two Welcome to 
Watsontown signs previously 
installed by the guild.

Robbie Ravert, of  the 
Watsontown Guild, said 
Hefty’s donation also funded 
landscaping around the two 
signs, located along Route 405 
at the northern and southern 
ends of  the borough. The 
lights were purchased from 
Millville Pluming, Heating 
and Solar.

“We are going to make Wat-
sontown great again,” Hefty, 
a 93-year-old World War II 

Hefty recognized for contribution

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Robbie Ravert, of the Watsontown Guild, read a plaque to 
John Hefty, recognizing him for his contribution to pur-
chase commercial solar lights for two Welcome to 
Watsontown signs.Hefty, Page A3


