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District garden clubs
elect leadership.
See Community, page 2.

Lewisburg falls to Bloom in fi eld
hockey, Milton tops Danville 
in girls soccer.
See Sports, page 12.
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&lowered prices so you can EAT BETTER SPEND LESS that’s

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Tom Wolf’s pandemic restrictions that 
required people to stay at home, placed size limits 
on gatherings and ordered “non-life-sustaining” 
businesses to shut down are unconstitutional, a 
federal judge ruled Monday.

The Wolf  administration said it will appeal.
U.S. District Judge William Stickman IV, who 

was appointed by President Donald Trump, sided 

with plaintiffs that included hair salons, drive-in 
movie theaters, a farmer’s market vendor, a horse 
trainer and several Republican offi ceholders in 
their lawsuit against Wolf, a Democrat, and his 
health secretary.

The Wolf  administration’s pandemic policies 
have been overreaching and arbitrary and violat-
ed citizens’ constitutional rights, Stickman wrote 
in his ruling.

The governor’s efforts to slow the spread of  
the coronavirus “were undertaken with the good 

intention of  addressing a public health emergen-
cy. But even in an emergency, the authority of  
government is not unfettered,” Stickman wrote. 
“The Constitution cannot accept the concept of  a 
‘new normal’ where the basic liberties of  the peo-
ple can be subordinated to open-ended emergency 
mitigation measures.”

The ruling means that current restrictions, 
including ones that limit the size of  indoor and 

Judge: Pa.’s pandemic restrictions unconstitutional

Restrictions, Page A4

BY MATT FARRAND

The Standard-Journal

LEWISBURG — About 
$800,000 in a second round 
of  COVID-19 small business 
grant money was announced 
Monday at the Union County 

Courthouse.
As in the fi rst round of  the 

Small Business/Nonprofi t 
Recovery and Sustainabili-
ty Fund, $15,000 will be the 
maximum amount available. 

Union County COVID 
grant program enters 

2nd round

Deadline: Noon, 
Wednesday, Sept. 30

BY MATT FARRAND/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Outdoors and safely distanced, Union County commission-
ers announce a second round of COVID-19 relief grants is 
available to qualifying small businesses including nonprof-
its. From right, Commissioners Jeff Reber, Stacy Richards 
and Preston Boop, commissioner chair.
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BY MATT FARRAND

The Standard-Journal

LEWISBURG — “Boston 
Strong,” a slogan of  soli-
darity which emerged after 
the 2013 terror bombing of  
the Boston Marathon, still 
applied on Sunday.

Beatriz Benedit, 51, com-
pleted a “virtual” 2020 Bos-
ton Marathon of  26.2 miles 

Local runner completes 
virtual Boston Marathon
Streak of 12 
maintained, but 
it meant more

BY MATT FARRAND/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Beatriz Benedit of Lewisburg (front), began a virtual Boston 
Marathon at 8:45 a.m. Sunday on the Buffalo Valley Rail 
Trail.

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

WATSONTOWN — A 25-year veteran of  
the Watsontown Police Department who 
is retiring from the force was recognized 
for his years of  service to the community 
during Monday’s Watsontown Borough 
Council meeting.

Council formally approved the retirement 
of  Lt. Rick Faux, who joined the force Sept. 
11, 1995. Department Chief  Rod Wither-
ite presented Faux with a plaque which 
included his handcuffs, badge and letter of  

Faux retiring after 25 years with 
Watsontown Police Department

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

From left, retiring Lt. Rick Faux looks on as 
Chief Rod Witherite recognizes his 25 years 
of service to Watsontown Police Department.
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