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Daily Thought
“America has believed that in 

differentiation, not in unifor-
mity, lies the path of progress. 
It acted on this belief; it has 

advanced human happiness, and 
it has prospered.” — Louis D. 
Brandeis, U.S. Supreme Court 

justice (born 1856, died this date 
in 1941).

Homecoming 
royalty

BY CHRIS BRADY

The Standard-Journal

Editor’s note: Today’s fea-
ture is the third in a series 
spotlighting the service of  two 
World War II veterans. The 
previous two appear in the 
last two Saturday editions of  
The Standard-Journal.

MILTON — Chance meet-
ings with friends overseas, or 
even stateside, during war-
time can boost morale among 
troops.

In September 1944, a pair of  
Miltonians met by chance in 
Biak, New Guinea, while the 
war in the Pacifi c raged on.

It was Bob Cooper and 
George McGee. Cooper was a 
crew member on a B-24 Liber-

ator bomber. McKee arrived 
as a member of  the 340th 
Fighter Squadron, 348th 
Fighter Group. He was a cor-
poral in the Army Air Corps.

Cooper’s story was detailed 
in the previous two editions 
of  “Honoring Valley Vet-
erans.” The former valley 
resident and Bucknell grad-
uate shared his story from 
his home in Charlottesville, 
Va. He completed 48 com-
bat missions in the famed 
bomber and once manned the 
military recruitment offi ce in 
Milton.

McGee was well known in 
the Central Susquehanna 
Valley. He was drafted in July 
1942 and served in the Pacifi c. 
He was part of  the Luzon 
Campaign and New Guinea 
Campaign, which led to the 
meeting with a fellow Milto-
nian a world away.

Cooper remembered 

Miltonians 
met in the 
Pacific
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Milton residents, from left, 
Bob Cooper and George 
McGee met in New Guinea 
during World War II. McGee 
can be seen wearing his 
Bucknell shirt.

Honoring Valley Veterans

Veterans, Page A6

BY MATT FARRAND

The Standard-Journal

NEW COLUMBIA — GAF 
employees welcomed more 
than a dozen Milton Area 
High School students to their 
plant Friday.

The occasion was National 
Manufacturing Day, a day 
when modern manufac-
turing plants opened their 
doors to students. The con-
struction trades and drafting 
students heard about the 
history of  GAF and its plans 
for the future.

Michael Widerquist, plant 

manager, said GAF planned 
to expand its local campus. 
The existing 286,000 square 
foot facility would be joined 
by a separate facility which 
will produce polyiso insu-
lation, a roofi ng system 
component. A sample of  the 

product, used with roofi ng 
products already made in 
New Columbia, was passed 
among the students.

The plant was also visited 
by Stephen M. D’Ettorre, 

Students tour New Columbia 
plant
GAF observes 
National 
Manufacturing 
Day

BY MATT FARRAND/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

At left, Tia Stahl, GAF employee, led Milton Area High 
School construction trades and drafting students on a tour 
of the company’s New Columbia plant.
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BY CRISTA CONFAIR/FOR THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Warrior Run’s Homecoming king and queen, Kade 
Anzulavish and Maddie Blickley.

BY BRETT HOSTERMAN/FOR THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Milton’s Homecoming king and Queen, Dominic Savidge 
and Taylor Snyder.


