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TODAY’S FORECAST

Mostly sunny,            
cooler in the a.m.,         
58*/34*, Page A9

BY MATT FARRAND
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NORTHUMBERLAND — 
Kathy Keiper, now retired 
from the Selinsgrove Cen-
ter, recently said the words 
“handicapped” or “chal-
lenged” did not apply to the 
adults she worked with.

“I’d worked in a vocation-
al workshop teaching them 
vocational skills,” Keiper 
said. “I’d been there 27-and-
half  years.”

Keiper said the adults 
with developmental diffi-
culties, which she called 
“handi-capable,” learned 
sanding skills through her 
instruction.

What makes her 
career and myriad of  
other achievements more 
remarkable was that Keiper 

herself  
was born 
without the 
ability to 
see.

In spite 
of  her 
blindness, 
Keiper 
taught the 
residents 

sanding skills, furniture 
finishing and other skills.

“They learned very 
quickly,” she recalled. “We 
also taught them to use 
mineral oil to give their 
projects a sheen.”

Keiper said she has done 
it all while blind in part 
because of  her enjoyment 
of  people and a desire to 
make a positive difference 

Blind volunteer 
has record of 
helping others

KEIPER

BY KEVIN MERTZ

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — Kris LaVanish has 
early memories of  learning from the 
librarian at the elementary school 
she attended while growing up in 
Tyrone.

“Librarians touch a lot of  lives,” 
LaVanish said.

While she remembers her ele-
mentary school librarian, it wasn’t 
until she started utilizing the James 
V. Brown Library in Williamsport 
while attending the Pennsylvania 
College of  Technology that LaVan-
ish developed a real passion for 

libraries.
“(Visiting the Brown library) is 

what started my love of  libraries,” 
LaVanish said. “Having books and 
DVDs, computers, available for me 
to use was such a gift.”

LaVanish was recently hired 
as the new director of  the Milton 
Public Library. She spent the past 
14 years working full-time in a vari-
ety of  capacities with the Sonoma 
County Library in California.

Her career path to working in 
libraries is a bit unique.

LaVanish earned a Bachelor 
of  Science in Aviation Business 
Administration with Utah Valley 

University.
“I was going to be a helicopter 

pilot,” LaVanish said. “I really love 
transportation. When I was a kid, I 
wanted to be a truck driver.”

She moved to “The Golden State” 
to pursue the “California dream.”

With her love of  libraries, LaVan-
ish applied for a job at the Sonoma 
California Library and was hired 
upon moving to California. Most 
recently, she served as the library’s 
adult events coordinator.

“I worked in every department 
of  a library, IT acquisitions,” she 

Love of libraries
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Kris LaVanish stands among books at the Milton Public Library. She recently started serving as 
the library’s new director.

New director of Milton library shares story

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

MOUNT CARMEL — Monday marks two years since 
Gov. Tom Wolf  signed the Timothy J. Piazza Antihazing 
Law that was prompted by the death of  the 19-year-old 
Penn State student following a night of  drinking at a fra-
ternity.

Piazza died from severe head and abdominal injuries 
after suffering a series of  falls in February 2017. Senate 
Bill 1090, which was unanimously passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly and co-sponsored by Sen. John Gordner, 
strengthened penalties for hazing; created a safe-harbor 

Monday marks 
two years since 
governor signed 
antihazing law
MCA solicitor speaks about 
strengthened measures

BY KYLIE HAWN

HUNTINGON DAILY NEWS

Though no records were broken, area residents 
enjoyed a bit of  a warm spell this week, but by the 
time people woke up Friday seasonably temperatures 
had infiltrated the commonwealth.

According to David Martin, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service bureau in State College, a 
cold front pushed through Thursday night into early 
Friday morning.

Cooler temperatures 
expected for weekend

BY HARRY DEITZ

FOR THE WEEKENDER

RALPHO TOWNSHIP 
— A free COVID-19 testing 
facility for area residents 
will continue through the 
weekend until Tuesday in 
the parking lot of  Polar 
Tech Industries, 1014 W. 
Valley Avenue, Elysburg, 
according to officials of  the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of  Health and the Northum-
berland County Depart-
ment of  Public Safety.

The special testing site is 
set up on the south side of  
Route 487, a short distance 
from Bottle Road between 
Paxinos and Elysburg, for 
free testing offered each day 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“It’s absolutely a free 
program,” said Dr. Jorge 
Simental, lead physician 
for the COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Team, which 
is conducting the tests in 
high-risk sections of  the 

state under contract with 
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Health. “It only 
takes a few minutes of  a 
person’s time and they 
don’t even need to leave 
their automobiles.”

A team of  23 medical 
professionals, including 
emergency medical techni-
cians, registered nurses and 
doctors are involved with 
the operation. The testing 
program will be concluded 

Tuesday, at which time the 
response team will move on 
to Lebanon.

Simental said the 
statewide program was 
launched earlier this 
year in what are consid-
ered high-risk areas for 
COVID-19 after the spread 
of  the virus became immi-
nent.

The Northumberland 
County area was selected 
for a testing facility because 
of  elderly populations in 
nursing homes that cur-
rently have a high rate of  
infection.

Soon after the spread of  
the disease began, Aspen 
Medical International 
(AMI) of  Reston Virginia 
was awarded a statewide 
contract to conduct free 
random testing in order 
to establish a data base to 
track the many risk areas 
involved.

COVID-19 testing site open through Tuesday
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Dr. Jorge Simental, left, lead physician at the 
Ralpho Township COVID-19 testing facility, dis-
cusses the day’s schedule with Laura Basurto, 
one of 23 medical professionals at the location.

Testing, Page A7

Volunteer, Page A7

Libraries, Page A7

Hazing, Page A7

Weather, Page A7


