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“The secret to life is
meaningless unless you
discover it yourself.” —
From “Of Human
Bondage” by W. Somer-
set Maugham (1874-
1965).

INDEX DAILY THOUGHT For local news and sports directly on your computer
or mobile device Subscribe to our 

E-edition
visit our website at:

www.standard-journal.com

Students from
Montandon 
moving to 
Baugher, Milton
BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — As the Milton
Area School District prepares
for the first day of classes on
Aug. 22, Superintendent Dr.
Cathy Keegan said educators

are excited to be bringing stu-
dents from two schools togeth-
er for the first time.

The school board voted in
June to close Montandon Ele-
mentary School, transferring
its approximately 130 students
in kindergarten through fifth
grade to Baugher Elementary
School.

“A transition plan was devel-
oped and reviewed with the
board,” Keegan said. “We

worked through the plan
throughout the summer and
feel confident in our progress.”

She added that all families
impacted were notified of the
board’s decision to close the
Montandon school.

“Staff members have shared
they’re excited for this opportu-
nity and think it’s a great way
to bring our community to-

Milton readies for 1st day
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Administrators in the Milton Area School District said elemen-
tary staff are ready for Montandon Elementary School students
to begin attending classes at Baugher Elementary School. The
board voted in June to close the Montandon school. 
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Milton Area School District Su-
perintendent Dr. Cathy Kee-
gan believes the plans to tran-
sition students and staff from
Montandon to Baugher Ele-
mentary School have gone
well. ◆ See MILTON on Page 6

ERIE (AP) — A day care cen-
ter where children could stay
overnight as their parents
worked was ravaged Sunday by
a fire that killed five and sent
the owner to the hospital, au-
thorities said.

The victims in the lakeside
city of Erie ranged in ages from
8 months to 7 years, Chief
Guy Santone of the Erie Fire
Department said.

At least four of the victims

were staying overnight at the
residential house that had been
turned into a day care center,
Erie Chief Fire Inspector John
Widomski told the Erie Times-
News.

The fire, reported at about
1:15 a.m. Sunday, was funnel-
ing out of every first-floor win-
dow when firefighters arrived,
Widomski said.

BY THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — A Milton man
has been jailed after allegedly
firing a shot out of the third-
floor attic window of a Myrtle
Street home on Friday.

According to information re-
leased Sunday by the Milton
Police Department, Stanley W.
Griffin Jr. was taken into cus-
tody following an alleged inci-
dent which occurred Friday at
124 Myrtle St.

Police said they responded to
the report of shots fired and
people yelling. Once on scene,
police reported seeing Griffin
in a third-story window. Sever-
al individuals on scene reported
Griffin as being the individual
who fired a shot out of the win-
dow.

Griffin was taken into cus-
tody, while police reportedly
found a black pistol with two
loaded magazines on the floor
near his feet.

An unidentified man and
woman told police they were at
the home earlier in the evening
removing some belongings

when Griffin allegedly pointed
a gun from the window in their
direction. He allegedly fired a
shot when the woman stepped
toward him.

A 9 mm shell casing was
found on the porch roof, just
under the window. Police also
reported finding multiple items
of drug paraphernalia and sus-
pected marijuana.

Griffin was transported to the
Northumberland County Jail
and is awaiting arraignment.

Police from Watsontown and
the Buffalo Valley Regional
Police Department assisted on
scene.

Milton police also reported
traveling to Fairfax County,
Virginia on Friday to take Ryan
C. Lecroy into custody on a
felony arrest warrant. Police
said the warrant stemmed from
an Oct. 15, 2017, incident
which involved the alleged
theft of a vehicle on Hepburn
Street.

Lecroy was also locked up in
the Northumberland County
Jail and is awaiting arraign-
ment.

5 children
killed in fire
at Pa. day care

Milton man jailed
after allegedly 
firing round

◆ See FIRE on Page 3

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

The (Shamokin) News-Item

EXTON — A Northumber-
land County constable from
Zerbe Township has been
charged by a Chester County
detective for allegedly using his
elected position and authority
for personal profit.

Michael Robel, 58, of 108
Birch Road, is facing felonies
of bribery, conflict of interest
and accepting improper influ-
ence and a misdemeanor of
statement of financial interests.

Bernard Sean Martin, of the
Chester County District Attor-
ney’s Office, claims that Robel
used his law enforcement posi-
tion for private security inter-
ests related to the Mariner East

Pipeline project and failed to re-
port his $27,995 income for
2018, as required by the state
Public Official and Employee
Ethics Act.

Also charged as a result of
the investigation was Chester
County Constable Kareem
Johnson, 47, of Coatesville.

Records show both Johnson
and Robel were subcontracted
to work security by a Harris-
burg company doing business
as Raven Knights. The consta-
bles were required and asked to
provide copies of their state
constable certification cards and
firearm cards as a condition of
employment.

Robel was arraigned in front
of Magisterial District Judge
John Bailey on $25,000 unse-

cured bail. A preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for 9 a.m.
Aug. 29 at the district office in
Exton.

Northumberland County
constable charged with
Ethics Act violations

Michael Robel

◆ See CONSTABLE on Page 3


