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Daily Thought
“The want of logic annoys. Too 
much logic bores. Life eludes 

logic, and everything that logic 
alone constructs remains artifi-
cial and forced.” — Andre Gide, 
French author and critic (1869-

1951).

Homecoming royalty in Lewisburg, Mifflinburg

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — Buzz Mea-
chum and John Black 
describe being veterans of  
service to the United States 
as a brotherhood.

It’s that brotherhood 
which drew the two men 
together, and now has them 
undertaking an effort to 

spruce up the gravestones of  
those who served the nation 
decades ago.

About one year ago, Navy 
veteran Meachum saw a tele-
vision program focusing on 
a veteran from the Midwest 
who was cleaning veterans’ 
graves. He took an interest 

HONORING VALLEY VETERANS

‘These guys are our brothers’

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Buzz Meachum, a Vietnam veteran, sprayed cleaning solu-
tion on graves of Civil War veterans in Harmony Cemetery.

Veterans, Page A3

BY CHRIS BRADY

The Standard-Journal

MILTON — Even with 
impeachment and the mad-
ness of  Washington swirling 
in the national news cycle, 
Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) was 
clearly focused on health 
care when he paid a visit to 
The Standard-Journal Fri-
day.

During an interview that 
covered topics from Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant funding, farms and 
impeachment, Casey led off  
with challenges to health 
care and what he’s hearing 
from those across the com-
monwealth.

The senator said he’s been 
spending a lot time discuss-
ing health care, not only 
because of  the nature of  the 
issue, but due to the “lack 
of  attention by both parties 
in Washington, both hous-
es,” said Casey. “It’s mostly 
my opposition to what the 
administration and the 
majority in the Senate... is 
doing on health care.”

Casey broke it down into 
three key points: 1. An ongo-
ing legal case in the US Dis-
trict Court for the Northern 
District of  Texas pertaining 

to the coverage expansions 
and protections provided 
by the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA); 2. Sabotage of  the 

ACA; and 3. Cuts to Medi-
care and Medicaid in the 

Casey talks health care

BY CHRIS BRADY/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) spoke with editors at The Standard-
Journal and The News-Item (Shamokin) Friday afternoon in 
Milton.

Casey, Page A6
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Obituaries

Sonja P. LaForm, 
New Columbia

BY FRANK DIMON/FOR THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Lewisburg’s Homecoming King and Queen, Logan Moore and Jamie 
Fedorjaka.

BY JOANNE TROUTMAN/FOR THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Mifflinburg’s Homecoming King and Queen, Seth Kline and Mollie 
Bomgardner.


