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Kansas City 
native Tech 

N9ne will headline 
Saturday in the 

Park’s Abe Stage 
on July 4.

Grammy-
nominated 

blues rock artist 
Bonamassa will 

headline the 36th 
Saturday in the Park 

festival on July 4.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
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TO SiOuXlaNd’S PrEMiEr 

BY EARL HORLYK

Were our founding fathers for-
tuitous enough in making the 
250th birthday of United States 
fall on the same day as the 36th 

annual Saturday in the Park?
Um ... probably not.
Still, it wouldn’t surprise us if ol’ Ben 

Franklin was really a closet blues fan boy, 
playing air guitar while SITP headliner Joe 
Bonamassa strummed a real one in Grand-
view Park’s historic Bandshell.

What about Alexander Hamilton? Yeah, 
we can picture him as being a Tech N9ne afi-
cionado, doing some serious moshing by the 
Abe Stage, during a set that included “I’m a 
Playa,” “Midwest Choppers” and “Sickol-
ogy 101.”

While the entire nation celebrates Amer-
ica’s semi-quincentennial on July 4, SITP 
attendees will have another reason to party 
like it’s 1776.

After all, who wouldn’t be hooting and 
hollering over a Main Stage lineup that in-
cluded the critically acclaimed Marcus King 
Band or an up-and-comer like Evan Honer?

Similarly, the Abe Stage will 
include everybody from the 
fast-rhyming Tech N9ne 
to the surprisingly lively 
2Dead Boyz to Foxpelt, a 
three-piece band play-
ing everything from 
emo to alternative rock 
to punk.

SITP cofounder Dave 
Bernstein said this year’s 
acts, with the aforemen-
tioned Bonamassa at the 
headliner, is a throwback to the 
festival’s bluesier roots.

Indeed, Bernstein and his friend, 
Adam Feiges, started Saturday in the Park 
as a blues festival in 1991.

However, we think this year’s array of 
performers is as eclectic as any other year. 

Don’t believe us? Then ask any of the 
more than 25,000 people who flock to SITP 
each year.

Obviously, the major draw is the music. 
Artists as diverse as Jason Isbell, Aretha 
Franklin and Bleachers have headlined Sioux 

City’s premier sum-
mer music festival in 

the past.
But wait, there’s 

more than music. SITP 
is also home to the Kids 

Zone, Arts Alley and one 
fantastic food vendor after an-

other.
OK, let’s say you don’t like music, art or 

food. SITP is still a terrific place to people-
watch.

Austin, Texas is famous for its “Keep 
Austin Weird” advertising campaign. So is 
the equally weird community of Portland, 
Oregon.

Will Sioux City give Austin or Portland 
a run for their money, weirdness-wise, on 
July 4?

Well, we wouldn’t be surprised if we saw 
some shirtless dudes in powdered wigs or, 
maybe, a Betsy Ross wannabe with tattoos 
as colorful as the Stars & Stripes.

You’ll get a sneak peek of the weird and 
wonderful in this supersized edition of the 
Blues City Journal.

In this issue, we’ll profile many of this 
year’s SITP performers, as well as everything 
you’ll experience at this year’s festival.

Wait, we forgot to mention there is going 
to be a drone show right before the fireworks 
go off. That’s pretty awesome, right?

Now that you know what’s inside this 
year’s explosive Blues City Journal, we’ll be 
off to our next assignment.

You wouldn’t happen to know where we 
could get a cheap powdered wig, now would 
you? 

TIM HYNDS PHOTOS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Above: Fans watch as fireworks end the 2025 Saturday in the Park 
festival. Left: Teddy Swims performs on the main stage during the 2025 
Saturday in the Park music festival in Sioux City’s Grandview Park.

MUSIC FESTIVAL
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OF TOP PERFORMERS
BY EARL HORLYK

Saturday in the 
Park’s Main Stage 
lineup will be 
appropriately 

patriotic with acts 
featuring musical 
genres that were 
created in Amer-
ica.

As he has for the 
past several years, 
Phil Claeys (aka 
River-Cade’s King-
dom of Riverssance’s 
“Fallen Friar Phil”) will 
start off the day by singing 
the National Anthem on the 
Grandview Park Bandshell at 
noon July 4.

After Friar Phil’s howl-
ing, they’ll bring out the big 
dogs ... or more precisely, 
MoonDogz.

A couple of familiar faces 
will follow in short order.

Bluesman Kris Lager has played 
at various Sioux City venues over the 

past 20 years or so, with or 
without the Kris Lager 

Band. At SITP, he is 
slated to play a solo 

set.
Following La-

ger will be Jo-
anna Connor, 
a powerhouse 
blues singer 
from the Windy 
City of Chicago. 

If you’re attend-
ing the 7 p.m. July 

3’s Downtown Live 
concert at Fourth & 

Virginia Streets, you’ll 
already know Connor as 
the show’s headliner. She’ll 
be doing double-duty the 
next day at Saturday in the 
Park.

After that, the New 
Orleans’-based Bon Bon 

Vivant — featuring front-
woman Abigail Cosio and 

saxophonist/vocalist Jeremy 
Kelley — will create “a sound that 

feels like a street parade, a late-night caba-
ret, and a rock show all rolled into one.”

With its mix of Americana and Bourbon 
Street party music, this is a band that will 
make you prouder than a catfish swimming 
in the Mississippi River.

Rising new artist Evan Honer will then 
blend acoustic folk and indie alternative 
pop in a set that will likely include his cover 

of Tyler Childer’s “Jersey Giant.”
Honer credited his dad for introducing 

him to the music of James Taylor, Jim Croce 
and the Eagles.

The critically acclaimed Marcus King 
Band will follow with some ”soul-influ-
enced psychedelic Southern rock.”

TIM HYNDS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Phil Claeys and his grandsons, Silas, left, 
and Sully, sing the National anthem at the 
Grandview Park bandshell to kick off the 
2025 Saturday in the Park festival.

Main Stage Players 
NOON: National anthem  

with Phil Claeys

12:05 p.m. Moondogz

12:45 p.m. Kris lager

2:00 p.m. Joanna Connor

3:15 p.m. Bon Bon Vivant

4:45 p.m. Evan Honer

6:45 p.m. Marcus King Band

8:50 p.m. Joe Bonamassa

Please see LINEUP, Page 57

Singer-songwriter Evan 
Honer will perform on 
the Main Stage at the 
Saturday in the Park 

festival on July 4.
USA TODAY 
NETWORK

We’re eager to serve and give back to our
communities. We want to make a difference with
our time and resources. We value people and
continually seek ways to make our region an
even better place to live. As one of the
nation’s strongest financial organizations,
First PREMIER Bank and PREMIER Bankcard
have the strength to do good.

Doing Good.
It’s the PREMIER Way.

firstpremier.com

ROCKING
THETECH

WORLD

SI
N
C
E‘96

Trusted Technology. Proven Solutions.
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SATURDAY
IN THE PARK

IN SIOUX CITY
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BY EARL HORLYK

SIOUX CITY — In honor of America’s 
250th anniversary, Sioux City’s river-
front will host an Independence Day 
Parade, beginning at 6 p.m. July 3.

The parade, which will start at the 
Anderson Dance Pavilion and end at the 
Chris Larsen Yoga Lawn, will serve as an 
opening act for the 36th annual Saturday 
in the Park, which begins at noon July 4 
at Grandview Park.

The America 250 parade is a succes-
sor to the traditional Mardi Gras-themed 

Big parade, which also proceeded Sat-
urday in the Park. Like the Mardi Gras 
parade, entrants this year will toss tens 
of thousands of beads into the crowds 
lining the streets.

The parade is one of a number of spe-
cial events taking place in Sioux City to 
celebrate America’s 250th birthday. For 
instance, Chicago powerhouse blues 
singer Joanne Connor is slated to per-
form a 7 p.m. July 3rd concert at Fourth & 
Virginia Streets as part of the Downtown 
Live summer outdoor concert series.

America 250 parade on
riverfront to kick off SITP 

a crowd gathers 
in Chris larsen 
Park for the Big 
Parade in this 
1998 file photo. 
The america 
250 parade, a 
successor to the 
Big Parade, will 
take place on the 
riverfront starting 
at 6 p.m. on July 3.
JIM LEE, SIOUX CITY 
JOURNAL, FILE

©2022 Marriott International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All names, marks and logos are the trademarks
of Marriott International, Inc., or its affiliates.

Discover a room that revolves around you at the South Sioux
City Marriott Riverfront. Enjoy true comfort mixed with dynamic,
thoughtful design that offers the perfect blend of style and
substance.

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 402.494.40 0 0 OR
VISIT MARRIOTT.COM/SUXMC
S O U T H S I O U X C I T Y M A R R I O T T R I V E R F R O N T
3 8 5 E . 4 T H S T.
S O U T H S I O U X C I T Y, N E U S A 6 8 7 76

L E T YO U R
M I N D T R AV E L
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J une 10, 2026… the 11th hour of the 
deadline for the Blues City Jour-
nal. This BCJ will be different; our 
deadline is much earlier than ever 

because there is no more Weekender. 
As a result, we will be inserted in the 
Sioux City Journal, and we greatly ap-
preciate that honor.

With the continual “evolution” of 
local news, and local print news, we 

feel lucky we are still 
here alive and able to 
provide a preview of the 
2026 Saturday in the 
Park Festival! Thank you 
to Dave, Earl, Tracy, and 
everyone at the SCJ. We 
know things get tighter 
and tighter, yet you still 
crank out the news every 
day and have room to 

produce the BCJ on top of it.
This year’s fest will be awesome! 

We’ve wanted to have Joe Bonamassa 
play for many years, and this is the year. 
Joe is amazing and, among other things, 
has a cool connection to Tommy Bolin, 
who I believe played the bandshell once 
way before SITP. Earl interviewed Joe 
and wrote a great story about it in this 
publication.

This year marks the 250th anniver-
sary of our country, and regardless of 
your political perspective, I think we 
all can agree we live in a country that 
welcomes free speech and freedom of 
expression, making presenting events 
like Saturday in the Park easy. I’m sure 
there are countries where we would 
have to be very concerned about con-
tent and the like, not to mention limi-
tations on attendance size. Not in the 
USA. And better yet, everyone is free 
to attend… and for free. No limitations 
exist — not the color of your skin, your 
religious or political beliefs, nor any-
thing else. Just show up and enjoy the 
show; you are welcome here, no matter 
who you are!

SITP isn’t easy. It takes a huge crew 
to put it on, and most are loyal volun-
teers. Without our committee first, and 
our sponsors, there would be no SITP. 
Period. One of our most loyal and long-
term volunteers, second only to my own 
tenure on SITP, was Steve Kohl. Steve 
passed away at the end of last year. He 
worked on the fest for 30+ years in a 
multitude of roles. Steve was quirky 
and endearing, and we loved him, and 
we all greatly miss him. I’m convinced 

that few people were happier than 
Steve during dinner backstage or while 
having a burger in the volunteer tent. 
He did love to eat, and he preferred the 
Sioux City Symphony meetings, with 
their lavish meals, to ours. We will miss 
you, Steve. This one’s for you, buddy.

This year I also lost a friend of our 
promoting endeavors, Mike Allard. 
Mike attended almost all of the shows 
we (with Adam) presented — all but one 
SITP, I believe — and many paid shows, 
like the bus road trips we promoted to 
see the Allman Brothers in Minnesota 
and in Lincoln, among many, many 
others. Mike was almost always with 
his right-hand man, George Norton. 
When he wasn’t, and I ran into him 
or spoke with him, he would say, “Al-
lard, party of one.”” But then Mike got 
married, and it became “party of two.” 
I had lunch with Mike and George a 
few months ago after I heard Mike was 
sick. His situation was pretty dire. We 
discussed shows, and because I knew 
we were close to booking Joe, I hinted 
around it, knowing he would love 
that. Sadly, I didn’t realize Mike had 
decided to stop treatment, and unfor-
tunately, he passed away a week or so 
later. This one’s for Mike and George as 
well. There were no more loyal fans of 
the live music we have presented than 
those dudes!

So here we are: 2026, USA 250, SITP 
36. It’s been a long run, but a good run. 
I turned 60 and will be inducted into 
the Iowa Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame 
this summer, along with Adam. Weird 
concept. Robert Plant will play the Or-
pheum in October, and Joe Bonamassa, 
the Marcus King Band, Evan Honer, 
Tech N9ne, and a ton of other great 
musicians will play the bandshell on 
July 4. There will be a drone show at 
the end of the night. Our city and com-
munity supports this free event with 
its time and resources, and amazing 
volunteers gather to put this on. All of 
this is pretty cool, and I feel pretty for-
tunate to be here with everyone, enjoy-
ing an amazing day in Grandview Park.

Time to wrap this ramble up and send 
it to AI to spell and grammar check (cue 
the SITP haters now…). Have a great 
time out there, be kind to one another 
and buy a random stranger a beer or 
a funnel cake or something… just to 
mess with them. It’s going to be a fun 
year, and we thank you for supporting 
us! —db

NOTES FROM THE PRODUCER

DAVE 
BERNSTEIN
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TO HEADLINE SITP
BY EARL HORLYK

Musician Joe Bonamassa has a 
prized 1960 Les Paul guitar in his 
750+ collection of vintage guitar 
collection.

The guitar in question was 1) once owned 
by Sioux City native Tommy Bolin (The 
James Gang, Zephyr, Deep Purple) and 2) 
might possibly be cursed.

By the way, Bonamassa said he will be 

bringing it with him when he plays Satur-
day in the Park on July 4.

Let’s start this story back on April 17, 
2014, which was when Bonamassa last 
played a show in Sioux City — at the Or-
pheum Theatre.

“I met Tommy’s younger brother John-
nie Bolin backstage at the Orpheum that 
night,” Bonamassa said. “I was a big fan 
of Tommy and knew he usually played a 

Fender Stratocaster. But I remember see-
ing Tommy playing a Les Paul on occasion 
in photos when he was with Deep Purple.”

“I’m a Les Paul guitar collector and asked 
Johnnie whatever happened to that guitar 
of Tommy’s,” Bonamassa said, continuing 
with this circular tale of this storied instru-
ment. “Johnnie said that the last he heard, 
it was in the possession of a collector from 
a small town in Utah.”

Joe Bonamassa
to bring along the

Tommy Bolin guitar 
that may be cursed

TO HEADLINE SITP

Blues singer-
musician Joe 

Bonamassa will 
headline the 2026 

Saturday in the Park 
festival on July 4.

INVISION 
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OK, we’ll now advance the story to 2019 
when the Utah collector connected with 
Bonamassa, asking him if he wanted to 
purchase Tommy Bolin’s guitar.

Shortly before Bonamassa gained pos-
session of the guitar, his California home 
went up in flames.

After receiving Bolin’s Les Paul, 
Bonamassa played a gig in Las Vegas with 
the rock band Journey. This particular ver-
sion of the classic band broke up in a nasty 
dispute while Bonamassa was with them.

By the way, did we mention that the Utah 
collector who sold Bonamassa the guitar 
was killed in a car crash a short time later?

Also, don’t forget that Tommy Bolin, 
himself, died of an accidental drug over-
dose at the age of 25 in Miami on Dec. 4, 
1976, after serving as the opening act for 
Jeff Beck.

Now let’s return to the present.
“I’ll bring Tommy Bolin’s Les Paul to 

Sioux City and play it even though the gui-
tar might be cursed,” Bonamassa said in a 

surprisingly casual manner during a phone 
interview.

Which is, admittedly, a strange way to 
begin a story Bonamassa as the headliner 
for the 36th annual Saturday in the Park.

But Bonamassa, a 49-year-old New 
Hartford, New York native, seems like he is 
willing to risk life and limb for a good show.

After all, he was a guy who was willing 
to open for the legendary B.B. King as a 
12-year-old.

Before he turned 18, Bonamassa was 
in a band called Bloodline with the sons 
of Miles Davis, Robby Krieger and Berry 
Oakley.

We guess this is a man who doesn’t in-
timidate very easily and that has served his 
career quite well.

Working with some of the biggest names 
in the business, Bonamassa has had a re-
cord 29 No. 1 albums in the Billboard Blues 
Music chart.

Not only is he a well-respected, Grammy 
Award-nominated rock blues guitarist, 
singer and songwriter, Bonamassa is 
also the man behind the Keeping the 
Blues Alive Foundation, which pro-
motes and supports the talents of 
other blues musicians.

If that’s not enough, Bonamassa 
is known for putting on a high-
energy show.

“I think people are really going 
to enjoy my set at Saturday in the 
Park,” he said. “I’m really looking 
forward to it.”

Well, we have our money on 
Bonamassa over any silly curse.

PROVIDED

Musician Joe Bonamassa owns a 1960 Les 
Paul guitar that was once owned by Sioux 
City native Tommy Bolin, above.

DETAILS
WHAT: Joe Bonamassa

WHEN: 8:50 p.m. July 4

WHERE: Saturday in the 
Park’s Main Stage

PROVIDED

Grammy-nominated blues rock artist Joe Bonamassa will headline the 36th Saturday in the 
Park festival at the Grandview Park Bandshell on July 4. I’ll bring Tommy 

Bolin’s Les Paul 
to Sioux City 
and play it even 
though the guitar 
might be cursed.”
Joe Bonamassa

Joe 
Bonamassa 

performs at the 
Orpheum Theatre on 

April 17, 2104.
JIM LEE, SIOUX 
CITY JOURNAL
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Contact: Mark Shechet, EA
Office: 712-255-8519 or Cell 712-251-1022
505 5th Street Suite 218, Sioux City, IA 51101

Saturday in the Park

Happy
36th
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BY EARL HORLYK

Bon Vivant is a French term for a per-
son who enjoys the finer things while 
still celebrating life in all its glory and 
absurdity.

If that’s the case, Jeremy Kelley and Abi-
gail Cosio, the husband-and-wife duo be-
hind Bon Bon Vivant, the good life 
must mean double the bon bon.

“Me and Abby make a 
good team,” Kelley, sax-
ophonist for the dy-
namic, five-person 
Gypsy Jazz band 
out of New Or-
leans, explained. 
“I’m on one floor 
of our house 
making arrange-
ments and sched-
uling gigs while 
Abby’s writing 
beautiful songs up 
in the bedroom.”

It’s true that Cosio, 
the group’s frontwoman, 
lead singer and chief song-
writer, can weave a wicked 
tune like no one else.

But it is her throaty, 
expressive vocals that 
take the band to the next 
level.

“I say we are what hap-
pens when cabaret meets in-
die music meets dance music,” 
Casio said.

Which means it will be one hellava ride 
when Bon Bon Vivant plays Saturday in the 
Park’s mainstage on July 4.

After all, a live performance is more than 
just music. It’s storytelling that sends an 
audience into a strange new world, both in-
timate and theatrical, as well as love, both 
romantic and a bit twisted.

This is fitting for Kelley and Cosio, since 
they’ve made New Orleans their adopted 

hometown.
“There is something so very enticing 

about a city that can be hopeful and mys-
terious and messy all at once,” Cosio said.

Plus the “Big Easy” was also the birth-
place of pretty much all American music.

Kelley said this is something that Cosio 
plays with all the time.

“We’ve started playing the 
same songs two different 

ways,” he explained. “The 
first way will be sparse 

and intimate, like 
Abby would write 

in our bedroom at 
home.”

The second way 
would be to add 
Bon Bon Vivant’s 
very impressive 

horn section.
“I think audiences 

get a kick out of that,” 
Kelley noted. “The lyr-

ics might be melancholy, 
but the horns make you want 

to dance.”
It is those conflicting 

emotions that Cosio en-
joys the most.

“That’s why I love 
playing intimate clubs so 

much,” she said. “You can 
take the audience on a mu-

sical journey. There might be 
a few twists and turns along the 

way. Yet the trip will be more than 
worth the effort.”

Sometimes, such moments are lost when 
performing at a music festival.

“At a club, you might be a few feet away 
from people,” Cosio said. “At an outdoor 
festival, you may not even be able to see the 
front row because it is so far away.”

During festival shows, bigger is always 
better.

“You become bigger and the music be-

comes bigger because the stage is so much 
bigger,” Cosio said. “It is then that you real-
ize you have a job to do.”

Which is fine for both Kelley and Cosio 
who both relish the opportunity to be un-
apologetically rowdy.

“Both of us are foodies, and we love to try 
new foods,” Cosio said.

However, don’t be surprised if Kelley 
makes a side trip before the band reaches 
Sioux City.

“We didn’t know this until recently, but 

her grandfather and my grandfather were 
both from Council Bluffs,” he said. “I might 
see if I have any relatives down there.”

That would be the ultimate contradiction.
A couple who met in California before 

they decided to embrace the mysterious 
ethos of the Crescent City may also have 
ties to the Heartland of America?

But it’s like what Cosio said.
There might be a few twists and turns 

along the way during a musical journey. Yet 
the trip will be more than worth the effort.”

PROVIDED

Bon Bon Vivant’s abigail Cosio and Jeremy Kelley have a great relationship both on and off 
stage. abigail writes all of the music while her husband manages both the band and the 
horn section.

JESS KEARNEY

according to frontwoman abigail Cosio, Bon Bon Vivant is what happens when cabaret meets 
indie meets dance music.

WiTH a
SIDE OF SASS

Bon Bon 
Vivant singer-

songwriter abigail 
Cosio likes to take 

audiences to a place 
where love is passionate, 

messy and romantic.
PROVIDED
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2026 Legal Stuff
1. NO GuNS, NO FirEWOrKS, NO WEaPONS 

Or FirEarMS allOWEd (EVEN WiTH a liCENSE 
TO Carry Or a CONCEal Carry PErMiT).

a City of Sioux City ordinance prohibits pos-
session both inside city parks, and we prohibit 
them at this festival event.

2. No PETS except as needed for disability 
purposes WiTH CrEdENTialS, such as a doctor’s 
letter. We still recommend that you leave such 
pets at home anyway if at all possible. The large 
crowds and heat that we frequently have at the 
festival are not good for your pet, who might 
suffer from heat stress or even get stepped on 
at the festival (That’s not mention-
ing the stuff your pet may leave 
behind for others to sit on). if 
you leave your TV set tuned 
to animal Planet and plenty 
of animal beverages around, 
your pets should do fine on 
their own. Of course, with any 
adult doggie beverages, make 
sure that your dog is at least 3 
years old (21 in dog years).

3. No COOlErs except for health 
needs such as diabetic conditions. 
all coolers and containers subject 
to search and all beverages and 
outside food may be confiscated. 
Coolers simply take up too much 
valuable sitting space at Saturday in 
the Park, not to mention the negative 
impact it has on beverage and food sales 
that are needed to help make the event hap-
pen for free each year. Plus, we often end up 
picking up stray coolers Sunday morning. Please 
leave your own beverages at home.

4. SaTurday iN THE ParK iS NOT rESPON-
SiBlE FOr lOST Or STOlEN iTEMS Or daM-
aGEd PrOPErTy OF aNy KiNd

you should turn any lost people and lost 
personal possessions in at the information 
Booth. although we’re told the info Booth has 
a person who is able to figure out the owner’s 
phone number for practically any cell phone, 
we cannot guarantee your lost phone (or any 
other item) will be returned to you. We can only 
guarantee that we might find one and use it to 
call or text your girlfriend or boyfriend.

5. all BaGS SuBJECT TO SEarCH

5a. ClEar BaGS rEQuESTEd

6. NO SMOKiNG iN dESiGNaTEd arEaS – es-
pecially in the seating areas close to the Band-
shell. if we see any smoke coming from you, we 
will assume that you are on fire and promptly 
put you out!

7. ParENTS: PlEaSE KEEP aN EyE ON yOur 
CHildrEN aS lOST CHildrEN arE GENErally 
VEry SCarEd aT aN EVENT liKE SiTP.

Please keep track of your kids. if for some 
reason you lose track of them, contact the re-
view & information Booth for “lost People”.

8. PlEaSE STay OuT OF THE rOSES and 
FOuNTaiN iN THE rOSE GardEN.

The roses definitely bite!

9. uSE THaT BlaNKET Or lOOSE iT 
SiTP reserves the right to remove any unused 

blankets from the park. in an effort to make 
the Saturday in the Park festival a fantastic ex-

perience for as many people as we possibly 
can, this year we ask you to once again 

abide by our policy regarding tents, 
umbrellas and blankets/tarps. 
The policy is:

 � No tents or awnings
 � No shade umbrellas larger 

than a standard rain or golf 
umbrella
 � No unoccupied or under-oc-

cupied super-sized blankets 
or tarps reserving space 

for later visitors

We intend to gather 
any rule-breaking items 
and store them for you at 
the Saturday in the Park 
information Booth. They 

can be picked up when you 
head home for the night. Sat-

urday in the Park reserves the 
right to take and store your items and 

possibly lose them. Saturday in the Park also re-
serves the right to use discretion in the removal 
of items that diminish other festival guests’ en-
joyment of the event.

10. NO OuTSidE FOOd Or MErCHaNdiSE 
VENdOrS arE allOWEd aT THE FESTiVal PEr 
CiTy OrdiNaNCE

11. NO SOliCiTiNG, adVErTiSiNG, Or diS-
TriBuTiON OF FlyErS, BuSiNESS CardS, ETC. 
OF aNy KiNd arE allOWEd WiTHOuT PErMiS-
SiON. THE FESTiVal rENTS THE ParK FrOM 
THE CiTy FOr THE day aNd HaS THE riGHT 
TO PrOHiBiT THiS aCTiViTy. FrEE SPEECH OF 
COurSE iS allOWEd aNd ENCOuraGEd BuT 
NO SOliCiTiNG Or diSTriBuTiON Or SETTiNG 
uP OF BOOTHS ETC WiTHOuT PErMiSSiON

12. Must be 21 to purchase beer tickets and 
consume beer.

Thanks for understanding,
Steve Kohl (SiTP legal Eagle, 1991-2025) and 

dave Bernstein

Steve Kohl, a 
longtime Saturday in 

the Park board member 
who passed away in 2025, 

authored the festival’s 
annual “do’s and 

don’ts” list.

Fleet Graphics
Color ChangeWraps

Banners
Signs & Decals

Sidewalk Graphics
Event Signage

Business Cards
Custom Note Pads
Business Forms
Promo Products

2400 Dakota Ave • South Sioux City, NE
SiouxlandSignPro.com

402-494-5185
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Bio Chi Institute/Mind & Body Connection 
– Sioux City 

Bio-Chi institute of Massage Therapy will 
be offering chair massages again this year. 
looking for something a little deeper? Gan 
ashiatsu Massage, where therapists from 
Mind and Body connection usebars to apply 
pressure with their feet!

Mystic Sales – Schaumburg, Ill.
We are excited to return to Saturday in the 

Park Music Festival! Come check us out at the 
arts alley! Mystic Treasures is a family-owned 
small business, and we are happy to share trea-
sures from South america and other parts of 
the world. Come purchase a unique item!

Mis Amores – Sioux City
if you’re walking through this vendor event 

looking for something unique, colorful, and full 
of heart, this is your sign to stop by. Special-
izing in handcrafted Mexican pottery, candles, 
wax melts, care freshies, room sprays and 
sublimated goodies, this small business brings 
culture and cozy together in the sweetest way. 
Come for the scents, stay for the pottery, and 
leave with something that feels special.

Christy’s Crystals – Mankato, Minn.
are you ready for a magical experience? We 

have a huge variety of crystals, herbs, incense, 
and so much more. Stop by and rub some rocks!

Cosmic Dyes – Linwood, Kan.
Hand- dyed Clothing for Children and 

adults.

Hello Madame – Sioux City
all of my stuff comes from africa and is 

handmade. Natural beautiful stuff.

Live Laugh and Shop – Sioux Center, Iowa
live, laugh and Shop is a unique booth. We 

sell hard-to-find items with original, amazing 
designs.

The Necklace Guys – Council Bluffs, Iowa
We love SiTP. Check out our assortment 

of anklets, necklaces and bracelets. We have 
something for everyone.

Jen’s Custom Creations – Sioux City
Jen’s Custom Creations specializes in hand-

made, unique, one-of-a-kind little pieces of 
art that moonlight as jewelry. Whatever your 
style, you are sure to find something to help 
elevate your fashion!

Sidekick Caricatures – Correctionville, 
Iowa

Stop by and have a caricature done by Kim. 
lots of fun to do or just to watch! With ex-
perience in caricature & airbrush since 1993, 
Kim will give you a funny likeness that can be 
enjoyed for years to come!

AT SATURDAY  
IN THE PARK

Jewelry Junkies & More – Sioux City
Hawaiian shifts, women’s summer shirts, 

koozies, jewelry, dish towels, sunglasses and 
tumblers. We’ve got it all. you won’t be disap-
pointed here- a true something for everyone 
here! also- lots of Fourth of July items. Check 
us out!

Patricia’s Imports – Sioux City
Take a look at our special offers and unique 

styles. We will have a variety of jewelry, cloth-
ing, hats and shoes that you won’t find any-
where else! Stop and take a look at our Mexi-
can traditions.

Azapaza – Sioux City
azapaza is a small grassroots operation, 

born in Montreal, Canada in 1999, and now 
based out of Sioux City. We are a family of mu-
sicians and artists highly involved in our local 
community. Much of our “gear” is imported 
from india. Come and check out our eclectic 
group of treasures.

The Realm Gates – Sioux Falls
Step through The realm Gates, a Midwest 

shop creating handcrafted bookmarks, jewelry 
and dice inspired by books and d & d adven-
tures. Each piece is customizable & thoughtfully 
made so every reader & adventurer can carry a 
little magic with them.

TAT2U – Omaha
Fun and safe way to try a new tattoo. Hun-

dreds of tattoos to choose from with 11 colors 
you make your own unique and special tat! last 
up to a week and is waterproof.

Quichua Crafts – Norridge, Ill.
From handmade ponchos and artisan crafts 

to unique gifts for every occasion- we have 
something for everyone.

Lokal Vintage – Orange City, Iowa
We sell colorful, wild, hand-created vintage 

clothing from the 80s and 90s. We also have 
a large assortment of collectible disney pop 

culture pins and retro sunglasses to complete 
your vintage fit!

Urban Luna Boutique – Sioux City
urban luna is all about spreading self-love 

and kindness. We have something for everyone. 
We offer a variety of chains for everyone. Our 
tie-dye clothing is all about promoting mental 
health and self-love.

Hillary Duncan Design – Sioux City
Hillary duncan design is committed to hand-

crafting unique and stylish items that add a touch 
of individuality to your personal style. Founded in 
2020, each piece is thoughtfully and meticulously 
crafted to reflect our commitment to quality and 
attention to detail. Whether you’re looking for 
your new favorite tee or a carry-all tote bag, we 
have something special for everyone!

Heatherly Studios – Sioux Falls
Heatherly Studios presents original, hand-

crafted and locally made art and home décor. 
Carve out your own image with unique personal 
accessories and check out our varied selection 
of charms and bracelets.

Flexy Plastics – Sioux City
We create 3d printed animals, characters, 

dinosaurs and dragons. They articulate and are 
perfect for fidgeting.

Under the Rainbow – Sioux City
under the rainbow offers a unique selection 

of handmade jewelry from wrapped stones and 
crystals to unique earrings and bracelets. We 
also have skirts, scarves and selected crocheted 
wearables. ask about our custom orders!

Moon Phase Creations – Jefferson, S.D.
under the Celestial Glow of Moon Phase Cre-

ations, we bring magical pieces to life. Each item 
is thoughtfully designed with lunar inspiration 
and a bit of spice. items include tumblers of 
all sizes, door signs, state coasters, car coast-
ers, tote bags, hand towels and more. Visit our 
booth and find something truly magical.
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525 4th St.

Sioux City

Breakfast
Lunch
Catering

Catering@
siouxcitybrightside.com

GreatSouthernBank.com/community

We're honored to support our neighbors building stronger
communities through the joy of creative connection.

greater moments
The joy of sharing what we love
and discovering what we share.
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bomgaars.com

Proud sponsors of
Saturday in the Park

Visit one of our Sioux City Locations!

In the Home, For the Farm
& On the Ranch

Supplying All of Life’s
Daily Needs

• Clothing & Footwear
• Feed, Farm & Animal Health
• Sporting Goods
• Pet Supplies
• Power Tools & Accessories
• Outdoor Living
• Automotive
• Seasonal Goods & more!

1732 Hamilton Blvd.
5901 Gordon Drive
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supposed to be “crisp, catchy and designed 
to get stuck in your head.” Huh, that actu-
ally sounds like it might good or it might 
be painful.

DISCREPANCIES
Here’s a fun “Behind the Music”-type 

of story about Discrepancies, a St. Louis-
based rap rock group started by Antonio 
Metcalf and Garrett Weakley. The guys 
were working at a fast-food joint back in 
2014. Whenever a customer came through 
the drive-thru lane, Antonio and Garrett 
would slip in a copy of their first demo with 
the food. Apparently, this guerrilla-style 
marketing paid off, as Discrepancies has 
been in high demand ever since.

THE RURALISTS
The Ruralists were once described as 

“Where Norman Rockwell meets Nir-
vana,” though Luke Hawley, the founder 
of the Sioux Center-based band, said the 
sound is closer to Rockwell than to Co-
bain. “We’ve also been called ‘Prof Rock’ 

because the band is made up of college 
professors,” said Hawley, who is, in fact, 
a Dordt University professor. And what 
about the band’s name? It’s pretty hard to 
pronounce, don’t you think? “Yeah, the 
Ruralist has too many R’s and L’s in it. But 
that’s what we’re known as.”

BY EARL HORLYK

We cannot tell a lie. This year’s 
Saturday in the Park has some-
thing for everybody’s musical 
tastes.

From a Kansas City-based rapper who 
likes to keep things “choppy” to an offshoot 
of a critically acclaimed psychedelic rap 
group to a band made of college instructors 
who created a new genre of music called 
“Prof Rock,” the vibe around the Abe Stage 
promises to be stellar.

Wait, do you need to bring your stovetop 
hat? Nah, just a pair of dancing shoes be-
cause you’ll be hearing tunes that will make 
you want to move.

FOXPELT
Foxpelt is a three-piece band based out 

of Sioux City which was formed in 2024. 
The group said it takes inspiration from 
genres like punk, emo and alternative rock. 
“Animal Control,” their just-released EP, 
is available on all streaming platforms. 
We’ve heard some of their material and 
it’s pretty good.

ZERO RITUAL
Formed in Sioux City in 2025, Zero Rit-

ual is what happens when lifelong friends 
from different scenes stop pretending they 
fit into one genre. Instead, they start mak-
ing exactly the chaos they want to hear. 
Specifically, this “chaos” sounds like nu 
metal, pink, hip-hop and “hoodcore,” 
which is hip-hop that focuses on neigh-
borhood identity while offering an un-
filtered portrayal of street life. Yeah, we 
admit we had to look up the definition of 
“hoodcore” ourselves.

AARON SKILES BAND
What do you get when you mix crunchy 

guitar licks with catchy choruses while 
giving it an Americana twist? According 
to Aaron Skiles’ website, it might add up to 
being “a heavy country Weezer.” We can’t 
even guess what that would sound like, but 
color us intrigued. Skiles will play selec-
tions from his upcoming “Angels, Devils & 
Coin Flips” album. Also, per his website, 
Skiles’ guitar-driven, anthemic songs are 

From Rock to crunchy guitar licks,  
Abe Stage features alternative sounds

The discrepancies

aaron Skiles

Please see ABE STAGE, Page 48

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Zero ritual

Foxpelt

THE ABE?
Abe Stage Lineup

12:30 p.m. Foxpelt

1:40 p.m. aaron Skiles Band

2:55 p.m. Zero ritual

4:10 p.m. The ruralists

5:15 p.m. yNOTlWC

6:25 p.m. discrepancies

7:30 p.m. 2dEad BOyZ

8:30 p.m. Tech N9ne

The ruralists
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Find one of our products
locally in Hy-Vee & Fareway!

Good food for all.

Our family-owned company has operated in Siouxland for more than
25 years. We take great pride in the food we produce, the dedicated
team we employ, and the community we proudly call home. The lean
ground beef and steak produced daily at our South Sioux City plant
are enjoyed in restaurant meals and at family tables nationwide.

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
SATURDAY IN THE PARK



26 | Friday, July 3, 2026 BluES CiTy JOurNal

BY EARL HORLYK

Kansas City, Missouri is best known 
for its baseball, for its barbecue and 
for its crazy-ass bumper-to-bum-
per traffic during rush hour.

Yet the 38th most populous city in the 
United States is also known for its music.

Whether it is bebop, the blues or the 
“Shake, Rattle and Roll” bombast of pio-
neering rocker Big Joe Turner, the mighty 
KC has been the birthplace of plenty of mu-
sical genres as well as quite a few musical 
A-Listers.

Did you know bandleader Stan Kenton, 
one of most influential names in jazz world, 
and composer Burt Bacharach, ranked No. 
35 in Rolling Stones’ list of “The 100 Great-
est Songwriters of All Time,” both could 
call Kansas City their hometown?

So can Tech N9ne, the legendary rapper 
and entrepreneur known for his rapid-fire 
delivery, eclectic style and dynamic live 
shows.

Born as Aaron Dontez Yates in Kansas 
City in 1971, Tech N9ne is the headliner for 
this year’s Saturday in the Park’s Abe Stage.

Before he starts his 8:30 p.m. July 4th set. 
here are some fun facts that ever SITPer 
needs to know about Tech N9ne.

RAP STARTED AS MEMORIZING EXERCISE: 
Tech N9ne started rapping as a young child, 
helping him to memorize the spelling of his 
name.

RAISED BY HIS GRANDMA: Estranged from 
his dad and born to a mom who suffered 
from epilepsy and lupus, he was raised by 
a deeply religious grandmother.

GHOSTBUSTER WANNABE? As a teenager, 
he and a buddy would explore abandoned 
buildings, looking for ghosts.

HIS STAGE NAME CAME FROM A GUN: Rap-
per Black Walt started calling him Tech 

N9ne semi-automatic handgun, due to 
his fast-rhyming rapper style.

BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE K.C RAP 
COMMUNITY: At age 20, he became a mem-
ber of a rap group, called Black Mafia. Six 
years later, he became a member of a group 
called The Regime.

STRANGE MUSIC ENTREPRENEUR: In 1999, 
he and his business partner Travis O’Guin 
founded the record label Strange Music. To 
this day, he is widely regarded as the most 
successful independent rapper of all time.

RECORDS OF RECORDS: To date, he was 
released more than 25 studio albums.

THE COMPANY THAT HE KEEPS: Tech N9ne 
has collaborated with big names like Emi-
nem, Kendrick Lamar, Li’l Wayne and Ma-
chine Gun Kelly, among many others.

UNUSUAL MUSICAL COLLABORATORS:
Tech N9ne has also worked with Serj Tan-
kian (System of the Down), Corey Taylor 
(Slipknot), Chino Moreno and Stephen 
Carpenter (Deftones) and Jonathan Davis 
(Korn).

THE ESSENTIAL TECH N9NE: “Caribou Lou,” 
“Am I Psycho?” (with B.o.B and Hopsin; 
“Fragile” (with Kendrick Lamars); “Hood 
Go Crazy” (with B.o.B. and 2 Chainz); “No 
Popcorn” with Fatman Scoop.

KING OF KC? When Tech N9ne isn’t rap-
ping, he’s cheering on the Kansas City 
Chiefs and Kansas City Royals. He is also 
one of the remixers for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup theme, representing Kansas City.

A KC CITY KID, FOR NOW & FOREVER: Tech 
N9ne’s 2025 LP “5816 Forest” was named 
after of a lime green house at KC’s 5816 
Forest Ave,” where he grew as a kid.

Everything you need to know  
about Abe Stage headliner

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Tech N9ne, a legendary rapper and entrepreneur known for his rapid-fire delivery, eclectic 
style and dynamic live shows, will headline the abe Stage at the Saturday in the Park festival 
on July 4.

A TECH 
N9NE 411

Tech 
N9ne has 

released more 
than 25 studio 

albums.
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Enjoy the
4th of July
Holiday and
Saturday in
the Park!

Joe Krage CRS
302 Jones St, Suite 100
712-251-4030
Email: joe@krage.com

licensed in IA, NE & SD 102 4th Street | Sioux City, IA
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From Your Lawn... To Your House... To The Job Site...

We Have All Your Project Needs In One Stop!
412 Lewis Blvd. Sioux City, IA 51101
712-255-3001 www.stanhouston.com

Several Colors and Rental Stamp
Patterns Available!
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BY EARL HORLYK

E ven though the members of the 
three-piece, Sioux City-based 
band call themselves Foxpelt, they 
would never actually hurt a fox.

“No way, we love animals too much,” 
Kolby Nibbelink said with a smile. “We 
called our debut CD ‘Animal Control.’ I 
don’t think it was a conscious decision, 
but a lot of our music revolves around 
animals.

Nibbelink, along with bandmates 
Tristan Perez and Kara Howard, started 
Foxpelt in late 2024.

“Our sound is very much alt rock and 
indie rock,” Nibbelink ex-
plained.

“But with punk 
and emo thrown 
in for good mea-
sure,” Perez 
added.

Foxpelt will 
be one of the 
bands per-
forming on 
Saturday in the 
Park’s Abe Stage 
July 4.

“When I got the 
call saying we made the 
cut, I couldn’t believe it,” Nibbelink said. 
“Being at Saturday in the Park is gonna 
be huge.”

To be fair, Foxpelt has been on the 
road pretty consistently over the past 18 
months or so.

“We’ve developed a fanbase because we 
hit Sioux City, Sioux Falls and Lincoln on 
a regular rotation,” Nibbelink said, noting 
Foxpelt traditionally plays bars or coffee-
houses. “I think we’ll expand to include 
more towns.”

“I do enjoy playing bars because they 
have a fun vibe,” Perez, a fan of the band 
Modern Baseball, explained. “But coffee-
houses are great because they’re more in-
timate and you can actually interact with 
the audience more.”

“That’s actually a concern for me,” Nib-
beliink, a classic rock fan, noted. “We’re 
used to doing smaller shows and not 
Grandview Park. We’ll have to go bigger 

and seriously up our banter game.”
“We banter alright,” Perez said. “It 

shouldn’t be an issue,”
For Howard, a fan of everything from 

Green Day to Rage Against the Machine, 
said she doesn’t know what to expect at 
Saturday in the Park.

“Believe it or not, I’ve never been to 
Saturday in the Park before in my life,” 
she said.

Wait, Howard is not only a first-time 
SITP performer, she will also be a first-
time SITP attendee?

“I’m really not too nervous about it,” 
she said.

From bars to coffeehouses,  
Foxpelt is ready for the spotlight

PROVIDED

The Sioux City-based alternative rock band 
Foxpelt, whose members include, from top to 
bottom, Tristan Lopez, Kolby Nibbelink and 
Kara Howard, will play Saturday in the Park’s 
Abe Stage on July 4.

DETAILS
WHAT: Foxpelt

WHEN: 12:30 p.m. July 4

WHERE: Saturday in the 
Park’s Abe Stage

2026 CORPORATE SPONSORS

THANK YOU
SPONSORS

American Pop Corn Company
Arthur J. Gallagher
Aventure Staffing
Avis Van & Car Rental
B. Hohenstein, LLC
Bear Graphics
BenStar Packaging &
Distribution, Inc.
Bluestem Fund
Bomgaars
Briar Cliff University
Brightside Café
Bud & Mary’s
Cannabis Dispensary
Budweiser/L&L Distributing
Caribou Coffee
Central Bank
CF Industries
Chesterman
City of Sioux City
Classic Rock 99.5
All the Hits from 2k and
Today Q102
Courtyard by Marriott
Creative Carpets
Delperdang, Schuh & Co., P.C.
Echo Electric
Electronic Engineering
Ely, Ely & Shechet, LLC
Empirical Foods
Explore Siouxland
Fareway Stores
FIMCO
First PREMIER
Bank/PREMIER Bankcard
Flamez Tobacco & Vape
Gelita USA, Inc.
Gilchrist Foundation
Giraffix Inc.
Great Southern Bank
Great West Casualty Company
Greg and Teri Grupp - In
Memory of Steve Kohl
(K-Factor)
H & R Construction
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Sioux City
Hilton Garden Inn
K & K Mobile Storage
ImOn
KCAU
Kind World Foundation
Koskovich &
Murphy Developments

L.G. Everist
L Weinberg Business
Little Caesars Pizza
Long Lines
M & M Printing
Marriott South Sioux
City Riverfront
MidAmerican
Energy Foundation
Morningside University
MRHD
Opa Time
PC Matic
Prestige and Craft Auto Body
Primebank
R. W. Baird
Regina Roth
Roy’zzz Premium Cannabis
RTI Threads
Rosenthals
Seaboard Triumph Foods
Short Staffed Inc.
Sioux City Convention Center
Sioux City Journal
Sioux Gateway Airport/Fly SUX
Siouxland Chamber
of Commerce
Siouxland Signs/A.J.
Phillips Publishing
Sparklight Advertising
Stan Houston
Equipment Company
Stanley Alan Foods, LLC
State Steel and Sioux City
Compressed Steel
Stateline Electric &
Automation, Inc.
Sterling
Stoney Creek Hotel &
Conference Center
The Claussen Group
Thompson Solution Group
Transco Railway Products Inc.
Trinity Electric
US Bank
Vestis Uniform Services
Warrior Hotel
Weekender
Wells Enterprises
Z-98

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sioux City: Presenting Sponsor
City of Sioux City: Festival Sponsor

Gilchrist Foundation: Festival Sponsor
Siouxland Chamber of Commerce: Fireworks Sponsor

L.G. Everist: Drone Sponsor
CF Industries Foundation: Health Sponsor
Short Staffed Inc: Abe Stage Sponsor
Bud & Mary’s: Abe Stage Sponsor
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MAIN STAGE
 � Made it Myself Shaved Ice — Shaved 

ice, lemonade slushies, bottled water
 � Drinq Box — Island drink smoothies, 

fresh-squeezed lemonades, meat nachos, 
mini donuts

 � Mac’s Tornado — Funnel cakes, pret-
zel bites, fried Oreos, lemonades

 � Stapleton Tornado — Funnel cakes, 
corn dogs, cheese curds, lemonades

 � Mr. Corn — Roasted corn, elote, Agua 
Fresca, slushies, fruit cups, mango on a 
stick., Frescas Con Crema

 � Godfather’s Pizza — Pizza by the 
slice, whole pizzas, monkey bread, soft 
drinks, bottled water

 � Smokin’s R’s BBQ — Ribs, smoked 
mac and cheese (topped with meat), BBQ 
nachos, pulled pork, pulled brisket, home-
made country sausages, Cole slaw, baked 
beans, homemade sweet tea

 � Marco’s — Indian tacos, super nachos, 
walking tacos, taco blizzard, elephant ears, 
smoothies, soft drinks

 � Tornado Funnel Cakes — Hand-
dipped corndogs, cheese curds, fresh-cut 

ribbon fries, lemonade, raspberry lemonade
 � Papa John’s — Pizza slices, whole piz-

zas, Coke, water
 � Greek 2 Me — Gyros, rice bowls, bak-

lava, soda, water
 � The Corndog Company — Hand-

dipped corndogs, deep-fried desserts and 
cheese pops

 � Blue Taquilla — Large offering of au-
thentic Mexican foods.

 � Sazon Jalisco — Tortas, tamales, cevi-
che and more

 � The Parthenon — Gyros, Greek sal-
ads, spanakopita, lemonade, iced tea, Coke, 
bottled water

 � Taqueria Fiesta Latina — Asada ta-
cos, pupusa, quesabirrias, birria noodles, 
quesadillas, Coke

 � Big Red Tacos — Birria in tacos, bur-
ritos and even ramen.

 � Hungry Boys — Authentic Mexican 
tacos, burritos and quesadillas.

KIDS ZONE
� Made It Myself Shaved Ice (second 

location) — Shaved ice, lemonade slush-

ies, bottled water
 � Greek 2 Me — Gyros, rice bowls, bak-

lava, soda, water
 � Taqueria Fiesta Latina — Asada ta-

cos, pupusa, quesabirrias, birria noodles, 
quesadillas, Coke

ABE STAGE
� Outside Scoop- Specialty ice 

creams

 � Smokin’s R’s BBQ — Ribs, smoked 
mac and cheese (topped with meat), BBQ 
nachos, pulled pork, pulled brisket, home-
made country sausages, Cole slaw, baked 
beans, homemade sweet tea

 � Hungry Boys — Authentic Mexican 
tacos, burritos and quesadillas,

 � Taqueria Fiesta Latina — Asada ta-
cos, pupusa, quesabirrias, birria noodles, 
quesadillas, Coke

SATURDAY IN THE PARK FOOD VENDORS
in a file photo, diego 
ruiz talks about 
customers at his 
Corndog Company 
food truck, which 
will be among the 
food vendors at 
Saturday in the Park 
on July 4.
JESSE BROTHERS, 
SIOUX CITY JOURNAL
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BY EARL HORLYK

If Sioux City’s music scene was a melt-
ing pot, Zero Ritual would be a tasty stew 
made up of the best parts of the area’s 
top metalcore, punk and hip-hop bands.

This is because Zero Ritual was 
formed by lifelong musicians 
from completely different 
scene who stopped pre-
tending they fit neatly into 
one genre.

Instead, they are now 
playing the type of chaos 
that will never turn up 
in anyone’s playlist al-
gorithm.

A bit of musical chaos 
will be in store at Saturday 
in the Park when Zero Ritual 
(made up of Cody Garwood, Bill 
Pelchat, Drew Torgerson, Chance 
Corderman and Rosario “Red” Perez) play 
the Abe Stage for what will be their third 
performance as a band.

Wait, Zero Ritual has only done two pre-

vious shows before booking a primo gig at 
SITP.

“Yeah, we formed the band about seven 
months ago,” Perez explained. “We’ve 
played a gig here in town and did a show in 

Sioux Falls not too long ago.”
To be fair, Perez and the ma-
jority of his Zero Ritual band-

mates already have had one 
or more appearances ei-

ther on the Main Stage or 
the Abe Stage at previous 
SITP.

“I’ve played Saturday 
in the Park and it’s always 

an honor,” Perez said.
“I was on the Abe Stage 

last year as a member of 
GhostCat,” Garwood said. “It 

will always bring credibility to a 
band when you’re invited to perform, 

especially a new band like us.”
Pelchat said what makes Zero Ritual work 

is the chemistry between the players.
“This isn’t the first lineup we’ve had,” he 

explained. ‘Some guys have left the band be-
cause things didn’t work out. We like mak-
ing music together and that’s the only thing 
that matters.”

If Pelchat’s name sounds familiar, it is be-
cause his dad is Bill “Chopper” Pelchat, a 
multiple inductee into the Iowa Rock ‘n Roll 
Music Association.

“Music better be your passion,” Pelchat 
said. “None of us are getting rich doing what 
we do.”

“I think you also need to be a music fan,” 

Perez said. “It’s incredible to realize how 
many great artists have played Saturday 
in the Park. This year, the Abe Stage will 
be awesome. Tech N9ne will a legend but I 
can’t wait to see 2Dead Boyz because I know 
they’ll put on a great show.”

Even though Zero Ritual is a relatively new 
band, Garwood is convinced the audience 
will like what they hear.

“We may not be the headliners, but we 
have a headliner mentality,” he said with a 
laugh.

Zero Ritual blends metal, punk and hip-hop all in one band

EARL HORLYK, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

While Zero ritual (made up of Bill Pelchat, Cody Garwood, drew Torgerson, Chance 
Corderman and rosario Perez) may be a new band, its members are all veteran musicians.

DETAILS
WHAT: Zero ritual

WHEN: 2:55 — 3:40 p.m. 
July 4

WHERE: Saturday in 
the Park’s abe 

Stage

GENRE SHIFTERS

greg&teri grupp…
Lovin’ Siouxland & SITP
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Saturday
in thePark
www.mycentral.bank

PROUD SPONSOR OF
Sioux City Main Office
522 4th St | 712-233-4054

Sioux City Morningside Branch
4201 S Lakeport | 712-276-3135

Sioux City Hamilton Branch
2906 Hamilton Blvd | 712-233-2929

Dakota Dunes Main Office
400 Gold Circle, Ste 100 | 605-540-4333

Sioux City 4th Street
Mortgage Lending Office
1114 4th St. | 712-226-2265

Sioux City Jones Street
Mortgage Lending Office
302 Jones Street, Ste 100 | 712-226-5363

Equal Housing Lender | NMLS #447201
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BY EARL HORLYK

R umors of the demise of 2DEAD 
BOYZ have been greatly exagger-
ated.

Indeed, Meechy Darko (aka 
Demetri Simms) and Zombie Juice (aka 
Antonio Lewis) will be bringing their 
sharp edge of macabre creative to Saturday 
in the Park’s Abe Stage on July 4.

The duo — better known as two-thirds 
(along with Erick “Arc”” Elliot) of the leg-
endary East Coast hip-hop team Flatbush 
Zombies — is best known for mind-alter-
ing atmospherics, vivid lyrics as well as 
the chaos their audience crave.

In fact, Meechy Darko and Zombie 
Juice have been representing the Brook-
lyn borough of New York since the two of 
them bonded over professional wrestling, 
“Dragon Ball Z” and mixtapes in the fourth 
grade.

“That was during the golden age of mix-
tapes and wild west days of sampling,” 

Zombie Juice explained. “Between me, 
Meechy and Erick were always on the 
hunt of the craziest, most obscure piece 
of sound we could find.”

“Yeah, that was long before 
everyone had every piece of 
music at their fingertips,” 
Meechy said, continu-
ing the story. “Erick 
and I were into movie 
samples while Zombie 
was all about the mu-
sic. Every day, we felt 
explorers discovering 
uncharted territory.”

“Man, it was crazy,” 
Zombie Juice said. “We’d 
be trading music and burning 
CDs. It didn’t matter if it was soul, 
R&B or rap. I even burned a gospel CD or 
two.”

This experience came in handy when 
Flatbush Zombies released their debut 
mixtape entitled “D.R.U.G.S. (or “Death 
and Reincarnation Under God’s Supervi-
sion”) in 2011.

Collaborations with RZA, Juicy J as well 

as this year’s Abe Stage headliner Tech 
N9ne led to releasing Flatbush Zombie’s 
critically acclaimed debut album “3001: 

A Laced Odyssey” in 2016.
A subsequent album, 2018’s 

“Vacation from Hell” also re-
ceived critical praise as did 

“Escape from New York,” 
an ambitious collabora-
tion between Flatbush 
Zombies and Pro Era 
and the Underachievers.

“Erick started 
branching out and so did 

me and Zombie,” Meechy 
Darko said. “Then, COVID 

hit and everything stopped.”
“Zombie and I missed mak-

ing music together,” he added. “We 
also missed being in front of an audience.”

Renaming themselves 2DEAD BOYZ, 
the duo revealed a connection to Outkast, 
whose 2 Dope Boyz (in a Cadillac)” is con-
sidered a hip-hop classic.

“Big Boi and Andre 3000 are legends 
and they continue to make great music,” 
Zombie Juice said. “It’s only fitting that 

continue to be revered. Unfortunately, 
there are a lot of guys who came before 
them. They’re still in the same old houses 
in Brooklyn, just waiting to be rediscov-
ered.”

Unfortunately, recording companies are 
making sampling harder to do

“Sampling somebody else’s material 
used to be creating through a shared mem-
ory,” Meechy said. “Recording companies 
don’t think like that anymore.”

However, recording companies are 
very comfortable searching for the next 
big thing. It is sometime at the expense 
of more established artists like 2DEAD 
BOYZ.

“No music genre is so quick to toss out 
members as the hip-hop community,” 
Zombie Juice explained. “Rap isn’t just 
young people any more than rock. Nobody 
is telling Alice Cooper to get out of rock 
and roll simply because he’s old.”

In fact, Meechy Darko has coined a name 
for people like him and Zombie Juice.

“We’re no longer the new guys and we’re 
not quite the O.G.’s” he said. “Guess me 
and Zombie now get to be the New O.G.’s.”

ZOMBIES FROM BROOKLYN
2DEAD BOYZ return to  
life on the Abe Stage

DETAILS
WHAT: 2dEad BOyZ

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. July 4

WHERE: Saturday in the 
Park’s abe Stage

PHOTOS PROVIDED

2dEad BOyZ, the gritty new incarnation 
of East Coast hip-hop artist Meechy darko 
and Zombie Juice of Flatbush Zombies, are 
coming to Saturday in the Park’s abe Stage 
on July 4.
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ELECTRIC & AUTOMATION, INC

Specializing in Commercial & Industrial Electrical Systems

We design, build, install, & maintain the most COST EFFECTIVE
solutions and improvements to ANY production process.

Proudly serving the Siouxland Community and beyond for over 22 years!

est. 1999

PH: 402-494-1477
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usbank.com

Creating a
world of limitless
possibilities.
At U.S. Bank, we’re dedicated
to helping improve the lives of
those in our community, because
when people come together with
a common goal, the impossible
suddenly becomes possible.

Sioux City
501 Pierce St
Sioux City, IA 51101-1226

Member FDIC. ©2023 U.S. Bank 987701 5/23

Proud to support Saturday in the Park
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KID’S ZONE
Kid’s Zone 2026
Kid’s Zone Hours 
12 p.m. – 7 p.m

Wristband and Ticket Pricing 
Saturday in The Park all day Wristband = $20

all Wristband sales end at 6:30 p.m.

don’t forget to have your kiddos wear socks 
because the inflatables can get hot on the 
bottom of their little feet!

** No refunds, exchanges or rain checks.  
No exceptions!

Fear not, the traditional favorites are 
here! — inflatables, entertainers, 
food vendors and activities to keep 
kids of all ages busy all day long.

Inflatables
Inflatables will be up in the Kid’s Zone 

to entertain kids of all ages all day long. 
There will be old favorites such as a rock 
wall and a bounce house. Be sure to stop 
up to the Kid’s Zone to check out all of the 
attractions!

Mr. Twister
A popular performer in the Rivercade/

KCAU Kid’s Zone each year, Mr. Twister is 
back once again armed with fun and bal-
loons! For the past 24 years, Mr. Twister 
has entertained children at Saturday In 
The Park with his wacky assortment of bal-
loons. Make sure to bring the young ones 
up to visit Mr. Twister and ask for a FREE 
crazy balloon sculpture!

Meyer’s Petting Zoo
The Petting Zoo is excited to be coming 

back again to the KCAU 9 Kids Zone. The 
Meyer Petting Zoo, a family owned busi-
ness out of Holstein, Iowa, is bringing a pen 
full of cute, furry animals. The zoo consists 
of mainly farm animals. There will be goats, 
sheep, mini donkey, mini pony and llama. 
There will be babies for the kids to enjoy. 
Kids can buy ice cream cones filled with 
pellets to feed the animals for $1. Admis-
sion is FREE. The petting zoo will be open 
from Noon to 5pm.

Color Bee Face Painting
Color Bee Face Painting is excited to, 

once again, paint faces for everyone in Kids 

Zone! There’ll be so many fun choices to 
put smiles on everyone’s face.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. How long is the Kid’s Zone open?
A. The Kid’s Zone is open from 12pm to 

7pm.

Q. Can I use cash or checks to purchase a 
Kid’s Zone All Day Wristband?

A. No, cash and checks are not accepted. 
Only debit or credit cards can be used to 
purchase a Kid’s Zone All Day Wristband.

Q. Can I return my Kid’s Zone All Day Wrist-
band?

A. No, there are no returns, refunds or 
rainchecks on the Kid’s Zone All Day Wrist-
band.

Q. When do Kid’s Zone All Day Wristband 
sales stop?

A. The Kid’s Zone All Day Wristbands 
stop selling at 6:30 p.m. Be sure to purchase 
a wristband as early as you can so that your 
child has plenty of time to enjoy playing on 
the inflatables!

Q. Can my child wear shoes on the inflat-
ables?

A. No, shoes are not allowed on the in-
flatables. Please keep in mind that some in-
flatables can get warm while sitting in the 
sun, so make sure your child wears socks so 
their little feet won’t get hot.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

The “dizzy dragon” ride spins around in the 
Kids Zone at Grandview Park in Sioux City 
during the 2025 Saturday in the Park festival.

Saturday In The Park 2026 Sponsors
Distinguished Individual Sponsors

Mike and Margie Bennett

Joseph Delperdang

Greg and Teri Grupp- In memory of

Steve Kohl (K-Factor)

Carol Roge and Greg Jones

Mike and Mary Schuh

Stan and Amber Sherman

SteveWilan

Individual Sponsors

Big Daddy Trivia

Bill and Marsha Adams

Dr. Rob and Kathy Anderson in Honor

of Gary “Waldo” Bjordal

Mike and Becky App in honor of

DAVID! DAVID! DAVID!

Bryan andWini Arneson

Sandi Baron

John and Mary Baryo

Berenstein Family Foundation

Dr. Randy Bergen

Tim Bottaro- Personal Injury Attorney

Roger and Joy Caudron

Ron and Katie Colling

Shenell Conley

William Conner

Anne Cowley

Bill and Terri Dooley

Bill Dunn

Bob Ellis and Laura Silverberg

Kim and Leif Erickson

Janet Flanagan

Tom and Carol Garvey

Gregory and Rande Giles

Gretchen and Russ Gondek

John and Di Gray

Dan & Gyna Greenwell

Dennis Grueskin

Steve Hansen

William Hackett

Beth Harms

Dr. Dick and Mary Hettinger

Mark & Pat Hubbard

Thom and Julie Humbert

Michele Ivener

Bob and Paula Jacobsen

Tim and Colleen Jarman

In memory of Jim Olejniczak

Alice (Pokey) Jensen

Jim Jung

Paul and Suzi Kaiman

Linda Kalin

Kevin and Joanne Keane

Sarah and Tom Kleber

Mark Kochen

Bruce and Bev Kolbe

Joe and Marcia Krage

Pat Krage

Phil and Martha Krone

Vickie and Jerry Lemons

Julian and Lisa Leopold

Susan Mitchell-Macfarlane

Christopher and Niki Margeas

Rob and Dylan McClary

Shawn McCoy

David and Michele McDevitt

Vince and Sherry McGill

Cindy McLaughlin and

Dwight Packard

Dale and Lori Meyer

Steve and Judy Meyer

Bruce Miller

Dave and Beverly Miller

Mark and Ardie Nixa

David Paulsrud

Mike and Deb Padomek

Mark and Polly Peterson

Khalid and Terrie Rasheed

Sam Rasheed

David, Missy & Aria Roberts

Fern Rocklin

Mohummed Sadden

Andrew Sandman & Amy Sandman

Pete Sandman

Linda Santi

Lori an David Schmit

Dave and Jane Schroeder

Roger and Maria Schultz

Art Silva

David and Mary Ellen Silverberg

Jody and Gina Sitzmann

Jason and Maria Slaughter

Pamela Miller Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Sorensen

Jim and Martha Stephenson

David Sterling

Tom and Mary Stock

Randi and David Mclaughlin-Tank

Joe and Diana Twidwell

The Hattan Family

Steven Uhl & Lisa Mark

Jennifer Vollmer

Drs. KeithWeaver & Kristi Walz

DonaldWender

NanWilson
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Celebrate America’s 250th
in Siouxland

Make a weekend of it with free live music, local events,
food, fireworks, and more across the region.

First Friday Downtown
Saturday in the Park

Sunday on the Riverfront

Visit www.ExploreSiouxland.com to explore it all
on our online community calendar.

Discover the Unexpected.
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LGE SPONSORIS PROUDTO

SATURDAY
IN THE

PARK’S

FIRST EVER

DRONE SHOW

ANEWEVENT
ADDITION

The drone showwill be right before the
fireworks, following the concert lineups

that include such artists as, the
Marcus King Band and Joe Bonamassa.

For 150 years, L. G. Everist, Inc. has been delivering solutions.
We’re proud to support moments that bring our communities together!

For more information about LGE’s
history and the legacy that has lasted over
a century and a half, scan the QR code!

WWW. LGEVERIST.COM WWW. SATURDAYINTHEPARK.COM 605.334.5000
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YNOTLWC LOST WORLD 
CREATORS

YnotLWC Lost World Creators has been 
making music for the past nine years, 
though he only started going live with free-
style rap about 18 months ago. With his lat-
est album, “Tattoo Therapy,” released last 
month, YnotLWC has some advice for as-
piring musicians. “It’s possible to build a real 
music career online in 2026. Your audience 
is out there and if you are brave enough to 
put yourself out there consistently, it’s only 
inevitable you’ll be found.”

2DEAD BOYZ
WHAT THEY SAY: 2DEAD BOYZ is the 

gritty new incarnation of East Coast hip-
hop firebrands Meechy Darko and Zombie 
Juice, of the Flatbush Zombies. Forged from 
a decade of macabre creativity, 2DEAD BOYZ 
embodies elements of their Flatbush roots 
with a sharpened edge. Their debut single 
“Blood on My Knife” – dropping Septem-
ber 5, 2025 – resurrects the classic Flatbush 
Zombies formula: mind-altering atmo-

spherics and vivid lyrical content. WHAT 
WE SAY: We’d do anything to have cool nick-
names like Meechy Darko or Zombie Juice.

TECH N9NE
Considered the most successful indepen-

dent rapper of all time, Tech N9ne remains 
inescapable, generating billions of streams, 
picking up dozens of RIAA gold and plati-
num plaques, tallying four Top Five debuts 
on the Billboard 200, holding the record for 

“most Top 10 albums 
on the Billboard 

Rap Chart,” and 
selling out hun-
dreds of shows 
wo rl dw i d e . 
Yet the artist, 
also known as 

Aaron Don-
tez Yates, has 

never forgotten 
his Midwestern 

roots. His latest LP, 
“5816 Forest,” pays 
homage to the lime 
green house at 5816 

Forest Ave. in Kansas 
City that he grew up in.

MEGA MIKE &  
THE $OUND IN$URGENT

Tireless supporter of Chicago’s electronic 
music scene, MEGA MIKE has become one 
of the Windy City’s most in-demand selec-
tors thanks to his versatility and technical 
acumen behind the decks. Now based out of 
Northwest Iowa, he is the director of Under-
ground for Good (UFG), a rave-roots focused 
event production company, he’s been bring-

ing back the OG blueprint to his old stomping 
grounds, throwing shows with a phenomenal 
collective of old and new friends.

The $ound In$urgent (TSI) is a DJ from 
Sioux City, with more than 20 years of ex-
perience on the decks, known for vinyl-
driven sets blending techno, drum & bass, 
house, hip-hop, and the classics. The $ound 
In$urgent has performed throughout the 
Midwest and shared stages with artists such 
as Lazer Rocket Arm, D.A.D., TreyLane and 
Ally Brooke.

Abe Stage
From 24

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The $ound in$urgent
2dEad BOyZ

Mega 
Mike
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WHENENTERTAINMENTANDPURPOSE
COMETOGETHER, THEYBUILDCOMMUNITY.

B E T T E R T O G E T H E R
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BY EARL HORLYK

A lright, picture this: It’s July 4th, 90 
degreed in the shade and you’ve 
been inside of Grandview Park all 
day long.

You’ve been to the Main Stage and then, 
the Abe Stage, left the rugrats at the Kids 
Zone and bid adieu to the missus as she 
grabbed your wallet on her way to Satur-
day in the Park’s Arts Alley.

Time for some grub, don’t you think?
Thankfully, you hid Andrew Jackson in 

your left shoe as you made your towards 
SITP’s fabled Eats Street.

There are 25 different food vendors 
alongside the Main, the Abe and the Kids 
Zone. What are you gonna eat?

Yeah, that’s a trick question because Sat-
urday in the Park is your yearly excuse to 
chow down.

Where else can you grab some barbecue 
ribs, an ear of Mexican corn and, maybe, a 
funnel cake if you’re still feeling peckish.

Fella, you have just entered the Blues City 
Journal’s Guide to a Food Coma.

Will you need a truckload of antacid in 
the morning ... but, today, you will feast.

THE BARON OF BIRRIA
Eduardo Ruiz has bravado when it comes 

to birria.
Each day, Ruiz, owner of Big Red Tacos, 

1301 Pierce St., will make a braising liquid 
out of a mix of herbs, seasonings and up to 
three different kinds of dried chiles.

He then slow cooks beef into the reddish 
broth for up to six hours, creating a mari-
nated meat that is deeply flavored and fork 
tender.

This process — called birria — originated 
in the Mexican state of Jalisco before it be-
came a cult favorite food in Southern Cali-
fornia.

But today, he won’t be at his 1301 Pierce 

St. eatery.
Instead, he and his family will be parking 

their Big Red Tacos food truck at Saturday 
in the Park

Growing up in Riverside, California, Ruiz 
wanted to bring birria — a particular favor-
ite of his family — to Siouxland.

“That was how most people learned 
about birria,” he explained. “It was food 
made in a backyard on the weekends, and 
every family had their own recipe.”

Always a bit of a backyard chef, he began 
experimenting with different recipes for 
birria by using international ingredients.

It was in the fall of 2025 that he decided 
to open a restaurant in Sioux City’s mid-
city district.

During a midafternoon rush, he was able 
to cook six different orders at the same 
time.

“As long as I have rock and roll playing 
in the background, I’ll be OK,” he said. “I 
always cook to the beat of the music.”

What’s on the menu?
While the namesake Big Red Taco (meat, 

cheese, onion and cilantro in a birria-
soaked shell) is hard to beat, patrons can 
also get their birrias inside of a burrito, a 
torta or on top of nachos.

Now, it is here that things get a little 
weird.

Birria fixings can also be found on a pizza 
and even in a Red’s Philly Cheesesteak 
sandwich with plenty of queso.

Want your south-of-the-board birria 
to have a Far East twist? Big Red Tacos 
also has a Japanese-inspired Birria Ramen 
(meat, cheese, onion and cilantro served 
inside of a Tapatio Ramen cup), a Vietnam-
ese-inspired Birria Pho (meat, rice noodles, 
green onion, Thai basil and a Sawtooth leaf 
in a seasoned broth) and a simple-yet-tasty 
Korean-inspired Birria Fried Rice.

Ruiz said birria-marinated meat is al-

ways be the star at Big Red Tacos.
“There is nothing you can’t do with 

birria,” he said. “It tastes great with ev-
erything.”

THE HEROS OF GYROS
Greek To Me! has been co-owned by 

brothers Chris and Tony Antonopoulos 
since 2011. Now with two storefront loca-
tions in Sioux City and South Sioux City, 
the restaurant’s food truck will be present 
at Saturday in the Park on July 5.

Greek To Me! serves “Greek Food and 
More,” with some menu items including 
gyros, salads, burgers and Greek nachos. 
Inspiration to open the restaurant came 
from a combination of the Antonopoulos’ 
Greek heritage and experience in the food 
business.

“My dad used to own Harvey’s restaurant 
in Riverside,” Tony said. “Myself and my 
dad were just kind of looking to open up a 
Greek restaurant that serves gyros and, you 
know, a fast-food type place.”

Greek To Me! will be one of several ven-
dors at Saturday in the Park. The restau-
rant’s food truck, based out of Omaha, will 
make its second ever appearance at the fes-
tival this year.

“The whole atmosphere, everything’s 
awesome,” Tony said. “Knowing that we 
took something that didn’t exist and built 
it up to that, and we’re serving gyros at Sat-
urday in the Park, you know, it’s the best 
feeling.”

The food truck operates at numerous 
other events, parties and special occasions. 
Started by Chris and his brother-in-law, 
Matt Baughman, the food truck is currently 
providing food to attendees of the College 
World Series in Omaha.

“[Baughman] always said he wanted to 
start a gyro food truck, and this was before 
he knew about the restaurants, my family,” 

Chris said. “I was like, ‘Well, hell, me and 
my brother have two restaurants in Sioux 
City that are Greek,’ and he’s like, ‘seri-
ously?’ so that’s kind of how that started.”

With Saturday in the Park being one of 
the largest annual events in Sioux City, 
Tony is looking forward to once again be-
ing part of the festivities.

“Not everybody in this city knows what 
Greek To Me! is,” Tony said. “When we go 
to festivals where there’s, you know, tens 
of thousands of people, they get to try our 
food and we get to get our name out there 
more.”

THE BEST FOOD ON A STICK
Call it truth in advertising: The Corn-

dog Company’s Epic corndog is absolutely 
“epic.”

What else can you call a quarter-pound 
all-beef footlong hot dog that’s been hand-
dipped in a freshly-made cornbread-style 
batter before being drizzled in ketchup, 
mustard and honey?

“Honey is the key,” Diego Ruiz explained. 
“Everybody loves our honey.”

Ruiz, along with his mom Rita Lopez, 
is the Sioux City franchisee for the Utah-
based Corndog Company chain of food 
trucks. The Corndog Company is just one 
of the food trucks participating at this 
year’s Saturday in the Park

The Corndog Company also has the Mini 
Corndog (featuring a one-eighth pound 
all-beef frank), a Cheese Bomb (made 
with cheddar, pepperjack and mozza-
rella cheeses) as well as deep-fried Oreos, 
Snickers and Milky Way candy bars.

“It’s a full meal,” Ruiz said. “Once you 
have an Epic or a Mini, people would like a 
Cheese Bomb as an appetizer and a deep-
fried dessert as a sweet treat.”

Former Journal intern Eric Kiekeben con-
tributed to this story.

The Blues City Journal’s Guide to a Food Coma.

Chef/owner 
Eduardo Ruiz 
wraps a birria 
burrito at Big 
Red Tacos. 
Ruiz also uses 
birria inside of 
tacos, tortas 
and nachos. 
The distinct 
red coloring 
comes from a 
broth that is 
made with three 
different types 
of chiles.
TIM HYNDS, SIOUX 
CITY JOURNALSTREET
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BY EARL HORLYK

Where were you at last year’s Saturday in the Park?
Yeah, we know. We can’t remember what we ate last night 

yet along what we were doing on the July 4th weekend of 
2025.

Here’s the fast refresher: Teddy Swims was the main stage headliner. 
Supporting acts included Mavis Staples and Christone “Kingfish” In-
gram. The Abe Stage had folks like That Mexican OT, Riff Raff and 
Joey Cool.

Ring any bells? Nope.
Well, here’s a photo essay of some of favorite sights from the 2025 

Saturday in the Park.

SITP 
FLASHBACK
Where were you one year ago?

TIM HYNDS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Teddy Swims performs on the main stage during the 2025 Saturday in the 
Park festival.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

That Mexican OT gets the Mexican 
flag from the crowd, signs it and 
performs with it at the abe Stage 
during the 2025 Saturday in the Park.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

The Main Stage on the Grandview Park bandshell is shown during the 
2025 Saturday in the Park festival.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

riff raff holds up the knuckles of his glove, which reads “riff,” to the 
camera at the abe Stage during the 2025 Saturday in the Park.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Joey Cool performs at the abe 
Stage.

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

That Mexican OT smokes the joint that a fan threw on the Saturday in the 
Park’s abe Stage.

riff raff 
performs 

at the abe 
Stage in 

Grandview 
Park in 

Sioux City, 
Saturday, 

July 5, 2025.
ERIC 

KIEKEBEN, 
SIOUX CITY 

JOURNAL

ERIC KIEKEBEN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Midwest dilemma trombone player 
performs at the abe Stage in 
Grandview Park.
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CF Industries Port Neal Complex
Sioux City’s Saturday in the Park
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@Q102SIOUXCITY@CLASSICROCK995

REQUEST LINE:
712-258-1023

REQUEST LINE:
712-239-2995

WWW.CLASSICROCK995.COM WWW.Q102SIOUXCITY.COMWWW.CLASSICROCK995.COM WWW.Q102SIOUXCITY.COM
Get the Facts at TranscoRail.com 312-896-8516

On-Site Service and Repair

Fixed Shop Service and Repair

Mobile Repair

Mobile Cleaning

What We Do:

FREIGHT CAR & TANK CAR
EXPERTISE YOU CAN RELY ON.
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Saturday in the Park stands as a prominent festival in the
upper Midwest, renowned for its diverse blend of musical genres.
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Sioux City takes great pride in being the
Presenting Sponsor of this esteemed event that holds significant

importance for the Siouxland region.

ROCK OUT.
TUN E I N .

Must be 21 or older to gamble. If you or someone you know needs gambling treatment, call 800.BETS.OFF.

Saturday
Park
in the
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©2021 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-622000.

Imagine the
Soundtrack to Your Life

The Holzrichter Morrison Group
712-234-4000 . 877-792-3233
hmgadvisors.com | HolzrichterMorrisonGroup@rwbaird.com

The music you hear becomes a part of you, whether you’re
humming, singing or tapping along. We applaud the talented
performers who contribute to the soundtracks of our lives.
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A Greenville, South Carolina native, 
Marcus King’s dad Marvin King was a well-
known blues guitarist who also played with 
gospel acts, and his grandfather was a re-
gionally popular musician. 

Saturday in the Park headliner Joe 
Bonamassa said his dad exposed him to 
Brit rock legends like Eric Clapton and 
Jeff Beck.

The New Hartford, New York-born 
Bonamassa is doing his part in champion-
ing young American blues artists.

In 2011, he started the nonprofit 501©(3) 
organization Keep the Blues Alive Founda-
tion. Nine years later, he created Keeps the 
Blues Alive Records, an independent record 
label that has supported artists like Dion, 
Joanne Shaw Taylor and Larry McCray. 

The night will end on a high note with a 
drone show — featuring American made 
drones — as well as a fireworks show — 
with firecrackers coming from China(?)

We’re OK with that though. 
China can produce the things that make 

the boom-booms while America can sup-
ply the awesome beats.

Lineup
From 4

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The Marcus King Band
Joanna ConnorKris Lager
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Things may have progressed since the days of the “Wall of Sound”,
but one thing’s for sure….

We gotta ’keep on enjoyin’ the ride

Supporting SITP and all things
’Quality of Life’ in Siouxland

©BernGrafx
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Crank it up!rank it up!
Spray it down.

1000 FIMCO Lane / North Sioux City, SD 57049 / follow us:
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ProudSponsor of
Saturday in thePark

AtSparklight,we’reproudtopower
connections—onstageandathome.

Our fiber-fuelednetworkdelivers fast,
reliable Internetbackedby local support, so
youcanstream,share, andstay insyncwith
whatmattersmost.

We’realwaysworkingforyou,helpingmake
SiouxCityabetterplaceto live,work, andplay.

Learn more or order today!
Call 1.866.573.3241
or visitSparklight.com
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We take pride in our roots and
commitment to the community.
GELITA’s Sioux City facility has
been part of the Siouxland

community for nearly 60 years.

Driven by our values and fueled by
our extraordinary team, we focus
on our customers and deliver

exceptional products and services
that meet their needs.

Food - Pharma - Photo - Health - Specialties
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BY EARL HORLYK

Want to make someone feel 
incredibly old?

Tell them that 1991 was the 
year the Soviet Union officially 

dissolved, the long-running sitcom “Home 
Improvement” made its debut, and the very 
first Saturday in the Park (SITP) was held at 
Grandview Park.

For 36 Independence Day weekends, 
SITP has brought legendary performers, 
critically acclaimed darlings, up-and-
coming groups and regional royalty to light 
up Sioux City’s historic Bandshell in a free 
music festival.

Given its illustrious history, here are 15 
things every SITP aficionado must know.

WHO HEADLINED THE FIRST SITP: Blues 
musician Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown 

had the honors. Other 1991 acts 
included Bad Manners, Buckwheat 

Zydeco and the Table Rockers.

WHICH ROYALTY HAS BEEN TO SITP: 
Aretha Franklin (“Queen of Soul”) 

was here in 2015, Tito Puente (“King 
of the Mambo”) graced us with his 

presence in 1996, and B.B. King held 
court in 2007.

OK, HERE ARE A FEW MORE KINGS:
Christone “Kingfish” Ingram (2025), Elle 
King (2022), Earl King with the Butanes 

(1997), the Stockyard Kings (2016) and 
T. Wilson King and the Snake Charmers 
(2023).

SITP-ERS WHO WERE ALSO KENNEDY 
CENTER HONOR RECIPIENTS: Buddy Guy, 
Carlos Santana, Mavis Staples, Earth, Wind 
& Fire and Bonnie Raitt.

WHO HAS HAD THE MOST SITP ENCORES:
Winnebago, Nebraska-based blues singer 
Curt St. Cyr, who has performed the festival 
at least eight times between 1991 and 2005.

FANCY MEETING YOU AGAIN: Some repeater 
acts include the Neville Brothers, Rod 
Piazza & The Mighty Flyers, and Santana. 
Trombone Shorty will make his second 
appearance at 2021’s SITP. He was also here 
with Orleans Avenue in 2017.

LONGEST GAP BETWEEN SITP 
APPEARANCES: Jazz singer Kellie Hunt first 
came to SITP in 2004. Her encore occurred 
21 years later in 2025.

DOES SITP RUN IN THE FAMILY: In 1997, 
Rita Marley and her Maccabee Band played 
SITP. Her son, Ziggy Marley (along with 
the Melody Makers), played the festival 
in 1999 and 2014. The Allman Brothers 
Band, with Gregg Allman, was here in 2000. 
Gregg’s son Devon Allman was here with 
Honeytribe in 2006.

SITP TRIVIA
36 years of Kings, Kennedy Center honorees,  

and miscellaneous space cadets

JIM LEE, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL FILE

B.B. King performs at the 2007 Saturday in the Park festival.

aretha 
Franklin was the 

headliner in 2015.
PHOTO BY BLANE 

BOURGEOIS
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DUDE, AREN’T YOU ON A MAP OR 
SOMETHING: See Taj Mahal (1996), North 
Mississippi Allstars (2015), Bangkok Rooster 
(1994), and Michigan Rattlers (2019). 
Special mention: Flo Rida (2019).

WOODSTOCK 1969 ALUMNI 
SOCIETY: That would 
be Santana (1994 
and 2010) as well 
as John Fogerty 
(as a member 
of Creedence 
C l e a r w a t e r 
Revival), who 
played 2021’s 
SITP.

JUST A BUNCH OF 
ANIMALS: Samantha 
Fish (2023), The 
Black Crowes (2005), 
Counting Crows (2009), 
Garrett “Possum” Judice 
and the Couilions (2003), 
Ratdog (2000) and The 
Sharks (1991). Extra credit: 
The Brian Setzer Orchestra 
(with former Stray Cat Brian 
Setzer at the helm).

MISCELLANEOUS SPACE 
CADETS: Galactic 

(2018), Lazer Rocket Arm 
(2011) and Blue Moon (1998).

HORTICULTURALISTS AT 
HEART: Tallgrass (2013), The 

Wallflowers (2003) and The 

Zucchini Brothers (2004). Sorry, we will 
not allow Michelle Branch (2003) to be in 
this category.

MUSICIANS WITH NAMES THAT TERRIFY 
US: George Thorogood & The Destroyers 
(2019), Big Head Todd & The Monsters 
(1997 and 2016), Snakebeard Jackson 

(2008), and Walter Wolfman and the 
Roadmasters (1992).

BANDS THAT SOUND NAUGHTY BUT 
PROBABLY WEREN’T: Mike Campbell and 
the Dirty Knobs (2024), Bonerama (2011) 
and Geno Delafose & French Rockin’ 
Boogie (1998).

JESSE BROTHERS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Earth, Wind & Fire plays on the Main Stage during the 2023 Saturday in the Park.

JUSTIN WAN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Galactic’s members from left, Robert Mercurio, Erica Falls and Jeff 
Raines perform during the 2018 Saturday in the Park.

JIM LEE, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL FILE

Santana performs during the 2010 Saturday 
in the Park. Santana is among the past SITP 
performers who are also Kennedy Center 
Honor Recipients.

JUSTIN WAN, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

George Thorogood and the destroyers perform 
at the 2019 Saturday in the Park.

Kelly 
Hunt perform 

on the main stage 
during the 2025 

Saturday in the Park 
festival. 

TIM HYNDS, SIOUX 
CITY JOURNAL
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SATURDAY IN THE PARK 2026 BUSINESS SPONSORS
New Orleans Society Chicago Society Kansas City Society Memphis Society Sioux City Society
Cargill

Delperdang, Schuh &
Co., P.C.

Giraffix, Inc.

Knife River Midwest, LLC

Knoepfler Chevrolet & Your
Tri-State Chevy Dealers

Morin Turf

Rick Collins Toyota- See your
local Toyota Dealer

Security National Bank

Sioux City
Engineering Company

T & A Truck Wash LLC

Tegra Corporation

Allied Solutions

CMBA Architects

CNOS

Five Star Awards & More

Foulk Brothers Plumbing
& Heating

Gerkin Windows and Doors

Gunderson’s Jewelers

Hawkeye Adjustment Service

Klinger Companies, Inc.

Lindblom Services, Inc.

LP Gill Landfill

Modern Kitchen Design

Nelson Commercial
Construction

Nichols, Rise &
Company L.L.P.

Northwest Bank

Siouxland Human Investment
Partnership (SHIP)

Sioux City Musketeers

Smurfit WestRock

Sneaky’s

SubSurfco, LLC

Ziegler Power Systems

Aggies, Inc.

All Power Inc.

Cornhusker International
Trucks

Davenport Cleaners

First Financial Bank, USA

Hindman Family Dentistry

HyVee-Hamilton

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local 231

Jebro, Inc.

Joe Morten & Son, Inc.

L.G. Everist, Inc.

Little Caesars Pizza

Mark Albenesius, Inc.

Mills-Shellhammer-Puetz &
Associates

Oligmueller Law Firm

Palmer Candy Co.

R.E. Scott Co.

Rocklin Manufacturing Co.

Sugar Shack

Sewalson Contracting, Inc.

Siouxland Urology Associates

Toni Delfs Realtor

Van Osdel Plastering &
Drywall, Inc.

A-OX Welding Supply

Alpha Motorsports

Availa Bank

Bacon Creek Design Inc.

Bottomline Advisors

Bekin’s Fire and Safety

Britton Hacke Photography

Bush Dry Cleaners

Custom Powder Coating/
Custom Metal Works

CW Suter

Darling International

Green Gables Building Co.

Eide Walton

Express Laundry Center

Farrell’s Heating &
Air Conditioning

F & M Bank

Gateway Real Estate Advisors

For-Most Inc.

Home Depot

ImOn

Jackson Street Brewing

JC Roofing & Insulating

Jim Hawk Truck Trailers

Jimmy John’s
Gourmet Sandwiches

Kalins Indoor Comfort

McClintock Insurance, Inc.

Meier Towing, Inc.

Meyer Brothers Funeral Homes

NAI United

Plumbers & Steamfitters

Rasmussen Mechanical
Services

Ray’s Midbell Music

Renfro Tax & Bookkeeping

RP Constructors, LLC

Sioux City Bandits

Sioux City Night Patrol

Sir Lines a Lot

Sissel Gallery

Sooland Bobcat

SoHo American Kitchen & Bar

Story Construction Co.

Swanson Electric

United Real Estate Solutions

Wheelhouse

Sergeant Bluff Dental, PLLC
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NEXT TO THE
TYSON EVENTS CENTER

WEDNESDAYS&
SATURDAYS

MAY
TO

OCTOBER
8AMTO 1PM
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Visitwww.RTIThreads.com Today!

RTI Threads, Your Tailored Business Solutions,
is a division of Riverside Technologies, Inc. (RTI),

Your Trusted Tech Partners.

▶ Choose your product

▶ Begin Your Design

▶ Select an image

▶ Upload your own graphics

▶ Add and customize text

▶ Change colors

▶ Customize your design

▶ Fit your style and taste

Design a Shirt. Personalize a Banner. Make your own Decals. Celebrate. Bring on the Cheer.

Easy TO DESIGN Simple TO ORDER Quick TO ARRIVE

GET YOUR Design ON!
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