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Catios are the new craze,
here’s why and the
benefits they provide

SHAUN GOODWIN

The Idaho Statesman

ome people have a meshed screen
patio on their back porches to sit
in during warm summer evenings
to enjoy a drink and fresh air while

worrying about leaf-eating critters.

But there’s now a third reason to have a
meshed screen patio attached to the back
of your house: your cat loves to be outside,
but it may be killing innocent birds.

LISTINGS
NEEDED!

staying free of pesky bugs.
Others useit as a sun and plant room, giv-
ing ample access to the sun and rain without

I have buyers
in various price

points for South
Dakota & lowa
PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

RIVER VALLEY, NSC, SD

2635 Albatross 5729750 $463 750

2132 50t ranch w/ walk-outlower evel. Main foar: 3 beciooms, 2 baths,luncy and 3 stal heated gerage. From your i sep N i ng | 164
o tis fontentry and you ae stunned by the well of windows, hardwood foors, wouder Deam tray celin and contemporary design )

elements and qorgeous buit-ns alongside the electic feplace. This apen concspt s tofal funct o and uryallinone. There s a ran:n fo
oovered conorele 1toff e mmng area whichisfabulous for enteraining o enjoing that ouet cup of maming cofiee, Pimary

s features age walk-i closet & the luxurious bath hes dolvaniy, te wak-n shower and soaking ub. 10 year tax abatement

I-

4531 Whitetall Couft S4T30

Frioy s eautfl 1 ﬁﬁv mncun i 2 beooms bof i vl M wts Dammd%tz mnqam
r oorpen i s

5224 Lynx Court » $475,000

Stor Ez&h? 1855 5q ft, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath, oversized 2 stall heated garage. Main ﬂoor primary suie w
walk-in tle showey, doume\amty&wah in close, open kitchen with island, and LR with ﬂmﬁ\ace main floor
laundry and quest 1/2 bath. Upper level has 2 large becroomg wih i c\osemd full bath with double vanity
and sforage areas. Full basement wilh approxmalely 917 s ftof future fiish waiing for your idees with rough ins
for wet bar and another bath. Convenient Sioux City neighborhood and Sgt Bluff Schools. HOA $250 per month
incudes, Club House,finess center & pool, snow remova, lawncare mowing/ emhzmg irgation.

If you aren’t working with an agent, you are missing out.

Pamela J. Kavanaugh Edwards
Broker Associate  Licensed in 1A & SD « Cell: 712-259-4074
335 Sioux Point Road Dakota Dunes, SD 57049
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Two new “build-to-suit” lot listings:

2644 Albatross/Lot 25 Claret View - $142,900
2682 Albatross/Lot 27 Claret view - $162,900

Luckily, there’s something called a catio
that can help. It’s just what it sounds like:
a cat version of a screened-in porch.

The nonprofit American Bird Conser-
vancy estimates that cats worldwide com-
bine to kill four billion animals worldwide
each year and up to 500 million birds. Cats
can also pick up illnesses from hunting
birds, such as songbird fever, a name for
salmonella in birds which can be passed
on to felines and even humans.

“Cats are sick for a couple of days to a
week or more. Up to 10% may die, espe-
cially if they are very young, very old, or
otherwise immunosuppressed,” Jennifer
Coates, a doctor for the pet care informa-
tion site PetMD, said in a blog post.

“Treatment for songbird fever includes
supportive care (fluid therapy, anti-nausea
medications, etc.), and antibiotics if the
cat’s condition warrants their use,” Coates
continued.

Most cats love going outside — they’re
naturally outdoor animals and love to hunt,
climb trees and lounge in the sun. But it’s
not necessarily always good for them.

In addition to risks to wild birds, accord-
ing to a study by the Animal Humane Society,
the lifespan of outdoor cats is significantly
shorter than their indoor counterparts. Cars,
toxic plants and other wild animals are just
a few of the many outdoor dangers that can
shorten outdoor cats’ lives by as much as 10
to 12 years, according to the study.

That’s where a catio creates the best of
both worlds.

A catio is precisely what it sounds like:
an outdoor, enclosed patio for a cat. Its
meshed screen walls allow cats to sit out-
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Ansel plays near his favorite backyard
hiding spot.
DARIN OSWALD, IDAHO STATESMAN/TNS

side in the fresh air and sun while avoid-
ing the dangers and temptations that the
outdoors pose.

Decorations and add-ons wise, the pos-
sibilities are endless. Ledges to jump up on,
thick branches to climb, comfy chairs to sit
on and dangling toys to play with are just
a few options.

Benefits of a catio

Aside from avoiding illnesses, a catio will
help cat owners avoid the nasty business of
disposing of dead animals that their furball
brings home. The website Catio Spaces lists
the top 10 benefits a catio brings for your pet.

Some benefits include protecting your
cat from outdoor threats and reducing
veterinary bills due to injuries, but others
benefit humans, too.

If you have multiple cats, Catio Spaces
notes that providing an outdoor space will
give cats more territory to roam and addi-
tional outdoor simulation that could help
reduce conflicts and behavioral problems
between cats. Putting a litter box in the
catio can also help reduce indoor odors.

If you build the catio large enough, you
can also integrate a sitting chair for your-
self, allowing for additional bonding time
with your cat outdoors, which is healthy for
both parties. Even if you’re not outdoors
with your pet, you’ll have peace of mind
knowing your cat is in a self-enclosure
while still enjoying the outdoors.

Making or buying a catio

While a full patio-sized catio gives your
cat the most space, it doesn’t have to be
large. The website Adventure Cats shows
examples of two smaller types of catios that
can be attached to a window.

One was made out of a chameleon cage,
while the other is a dog cage repurposed to
attach to the window. Adventure Cats also
reminds people to build up if they can’t
build outward or wide. Cats; cats enjoy
climbing and sitting in high places, and you
can easily build ledges for your cat to tower
high above in their catio.

Directions to build your own small catio
that can be adjusted to fit any window size
can be found on Adventure Cats’ website.

If you'd rather purchase a catio, there are
several websites from which you can order
one. Catio World provides descriptions
and links to several online options, such
as pre-designed kits from Habitat Haven
and Amazon.
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False advertising in the
MLS, or anywhere, Is illegal

RICHARD MONTGOMERY
Creators Syndicate Inc.

ear Monty: I told the selling agent
that the home on the MLS (mul-

tiple listing service) is falsely listing
the square footage. They are advertising
1,650 square feet of livable space, but
I checked with the township, and they
state the house is 1,446 square feet. I put
in an offer based on the actual square
footage. They have other offers, but those
buyers do not know the advertising is
false. The listing agent wants to hold my
bid until the other offers come in. Is this
illegal or unethical? Also, is the false ad-
vertisement on the MLS illegal?

Monty’s Answer: There are several
conceivable possibilities regarding the
square footage discrepancy that may ex-
plain why there are 204 square feet unac-
counted for in the township records:

No. 1: The homeowner finished a
14-by-15-foot room in the basement and
did not obtain a permit.

No. 2: The township would not record
the improvement if they required no per-
mit.

No. 3: The township may have a build-
ing permit on file but failed to update the
assessment card.

No. 4: You may have checked with a
person unqualified to provide the answer
in the town office.

Verify information carefully

You may have asked all the right ques-
tions, and the home may be 1,446 square
feet. The right person in the township
office is the town assessor. That indi-
vidual or an experienced person in the
assessor’s office can find the correct an-
swer. Consider checking again because
if someone at the town office made an
error and there are 1,650 square feet of
living space, you are bargaining at a sig-
nificant disadvantage. It is likely 1,650
square feet if a finished room is in the
basement.

On the other hand, some real estate
agents have been known to be very cre-
ative (it’s never a lie, it’s always a mistake)
in stating square footage. In fairness, it
could be a mistake. If three people mea-
sure a home for square footage, it is not
unusual to see three different sizes.

According to Nolo, it is illegal to ad-
vertise false information. Whether in an
ad, data sheet or even verbally, it is also

unethical. For a home that size, over 200
square feet would be a significant mis-
representation. It also may be difficult to
prove it was deliberate.

In some municipalities where an
owner got no permit where it was re-
quired, it can be difficult for both the
buyer and seller. Some municipalities
will require an after-the-fact permit,
which can be expensive. Still, there may
need to be dismantling of the work to
ensure the installation meets code re-
quirements. At that point, it may mean
that the buyer, now the owner, must
litigate to force the seller to pay. Litiga-
tion can be complicated when the seller
has moved across the country, left no
forwarding address or does not have the
money to pay.

Delay presenting offers

The listing agent is representing the
seller. The seller may have told the listing
agent that they would not look at offers
until they were all in hand. The agent may
have suggested that tactic to the seller. In
either case, it is not illegal or unethical for
a seller to seek the best offer by waiting.
Offers can be withdrawn before presen-
tation. Sometimes, the seller may have
done better by not waiting.

Richard Montgomery is the author of “House
Money: An Insider’s Secrets to Saving Thou-
sands When You Buy or Sell a Home.” He
advocates industry reform and offers readers
unbiased real estate advice. Follow him on
Twitter at @dearmonty, or at DearMonty.com.

Licensed in IA, NE & SD
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ASK ANGI

How should
| maintain
my chimney?

PAUL F. P. POGUE
Ask Angi

our chimney and fireplace work
together to create an eye-catching

home centerpiece and a source of
warmth and comfort. (Plus, without
them, how does Santa Claus slide down or
Mary Poppins’ chimney-sweeping friends
pop up?) Chimneys often appear to be the
essence of durability — literally rock-solid
home features that don’t need much at-
tention. But despite their stalwart appear-
ance, chimneys require regular cleaning
and care inside and out to maintain.

Masonry chimneys are the most com-
mon, built from brick or stone and mortar
and integrated into the home’s structural
design. They’re highly durable; when
properly maintained, they’ll last more
than 100 years. “If you use your chimney
regularly, you should have it cleaned once
per year,” says Rupa Mehta, Angi Outdoor
& Everyday Services Home Expert. “You
should address cracks and leaks as soon as
they appear.” The most common repairs
include filling brick and mortar cracks and
installing new caps or crowns.

Repairing simple cracks or leaks on a
chimney runs between $160 and $750,
and completing them as needed can add
decades to your chimney’s life. However,
even the best chimney needs to be re-
placed after enough decades in service.

“When a pro tells you that your chim-
ney has suffered a lot of damage or is
approaching its end of life, it’s time to re-
build,” Mehta says.

A partial rebuild costs $1,000 to $3,000.
Completely rebuilding a chimney can cost
as much as $10,000.

When hiring a masonry pro to work on
your chimney, ask about their experience
with your specific type of chimney and
materials. Chimneys come in a variety of
types, and the right skills and experience
play a big role in doing the work correctly.
Ask for photographs of any damage they
propose to repair.

Chimney and fireplace damage can be
hard to see without being on the roof or
inside the flue itself, particularly with
masonry designs. Requesting photos will

SIOUXLAND HOMES
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Keeping your chimney swept is a vital component of chimney maintenance, but not the only one.

big and save money by regularly checking
the exterior of your chimney for prob-
lems. Pros say a chimney neglected too
long might need to be rebuilt from the
roofline up. Replacing old mortar with
newer materials, known as tuckpointing,
costs an average of $200.

B Don’t skip chimney cleaning: If
you use your fireplace more than once or
twice a week, you should hire a chimney
sweep yearly. If you use it only for holi-
days or occasional weekends, you can
go two or three years between cleanings.
However, it would be best if you didn’t
go longer than that. This service usually
costs between $130 and $380.

A partial rebuild costs $1,000
to $3,000. Completely
rebuilding a chimney can
cost as much as $10,000.

Chimney caps protect your chimney from
the elements. Without them, rain can go
down the flue and deteriorate the mortar
joints. Plus, animals love to use uncapped
chimneys as hiding places, so you’ll do
both yourself and them a favor by keeping
them out. When a chimney cap is dam-
aged, it’s often a better idea to replace
rather than repair it.

B Get your gas fireplace inspected
annually: Gas fireplaces offer easy and
convenient flames, but don’t take that
simplicity for granted. A malfunctioning
gas fireplace can release odorless car-
bon monoxide into the air. Get your gas
fireplace inspected and checked by a pro
every year. This service will cost between
$75 and $125.

H Pay attention to masonry: You'll
catch minor repairs before they become

help you understand the scope of your job
— and ensure your pro’s suggested repairs
are accurate.

Maintenance tips

Protect your chimney by paying atten-
tion to detail and addressing problems as
they arise rather than putting them off.
Good usage habits will save trouble down
the road as well. Here are five ways to keep
your chimney in tip-top shape:

B Keep your chimney cap tight:

Tweet your home care questions with #Askin-
gAngi and we’'ll try to answer them in a future
column.
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Wall-hung vanity can be a versatile bathroom choice

ED DEL GRANDE
Tribune News Service

uestion: Ed: Read your previous
Qcolurnn on installing pedestal sinks
to create a more open look. We're
building a new home and the contractor
suggested a wall-hung vanity. We like the
storage aspect, but what other advan-
tages can we expect?
—Jennifer, Texas
Answer: A wall-hung vanity is basi-
cally araised vanity cabinet that is sup-
ported to the wall and installed above
the floor. Since it doesn’t sit on the floor,
it’s often referred to as a floating van-
ity. This open-style unit is usually an
upgrade because of the extra work to
properly anchor it to the wall according
to any codes and/or manufacturer’s in-
structions.
But even with the upgrade costs,
wall-hung vanities do have additional
advantages aside from the storage space.

can be adjustable as long as you stay
within local codes. This can be helpful
for special need users and aging in place
bathroom remodeling jobs.

B Extra space under the vanity:
Having open space under the unit allows
the user to get comfortably close to the
sink, faucet and mirror. Also, this space
can be a nice place to store things like a
scale when not in use.

B Easier bathroom cleaning: With a
finished open floor under the unit, clean-
ing around the vanity can be a simpler
task.

Add up all these features and it’s easy to
see how you can be floored by your wall-
hung vanity choice!

Master Contractor/Plumber Ed Del Grande
is known internationally as the author of the
book “Ed Del Grande’s House Call,” the host
of TV and Internet shows, and a LEED green
associate. Visit eddelgrande.com or write

i

KOHLER/TNS

Advantages can include: eadelg@cs.com. Always consult local contrac- A wall-hung vanity is basically a raised vanity cabinet that is supported to the wall and installed
B Installation versatility: Height tors and codes. above the floor. Since it doesn’t sit on the floor, it’s often referred to as a floating vanity.

00 QOD vwwNWbank A\ NORTHWEST BANK

Commitment you can bank on.

Your Mortgage
Experts

Meet our team of talented
mortgage professionals!

iy

Mindy Hartz Melissa Moody Noelle Kneip
712.224.1213 712.224.1205 712.541.6503

mhartz@nw.bank mmoody@nw.bank nkneip@nw.bank
NMLS#404695 NMLS#560614 NMLS#560615

When it's time to build, buy
or refinance, turn to our team
to easily guide you through
the home loan process.

Get Pre-Qualified with our Northwest Bank Mortgage App @

5801 Sunnybrook Dr, Sioux City | 111 Central Ave, NW, Le Mars
I;Dlié @ NMLS#486668 800-678-4105 | www.NW.bank
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How to freshen up your

midcentury
modern decor

SIOUXLAND HOMES
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CATHY HOBBS
Tribune News Service

idcentury modern remains a

staple in home decor. Whether

you desire a dining chair, table,
sofa, side tables or consoles, a myriad of
choices will help you bring a fresh mod-
ern vibe to nearly any space.

Not sure where to begin, or how to incor-
porate midcentury modern elements into
your home? Here are some key elements to
look out for.

1. Look for wood elements. Wood can
help to achieve an instant midcentury
modern vibe.

2. Purchase classic or vintage elements
that are authentic for a midcentury de-
sign aesthetic.

T
PRI B

3. Create elements of warmth through
portable design elements such as toss pil -
lows and throws.

4. Think neutral. Neutral colors such as
taupe, cream and soft gray can help cre-
ate a soothing, calm, midcentury modern
vibe.

5. Consider textured materials for up-
holstery pieces, such as boucle or neutral
cotton and even velvet.

Cathy Hobbs, based in New York City, is an
Emmy Award-winning television host and a
nationally known interior design and home
staging expert with offices in New York City,
Boston and Washington, D.C. Contact her at
info@cathyhobbs.com or visit her website at
cathyhobbs.com.
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Hardware is one selection that should not
be done to keep up with trends.
Hardware, in fact may stay on a home longer than

appliances, wall color, wallpaper and even flooring.

Therefore, it is imperative to give the
selection some serious thought.
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FASHIONABLE

HARDWARE

FOR YOUR HOME

JOSEPH PUBILLONES
Creators Syndicate Inc.

remember not so long ago when a
I home renovation required changing all

your hardware to “update” the home’s
look. Just when you thought you had rid
yourself of brass hardware of the gilded
‘00s decade, or the satin nickel finish of
the millennial, new finishes and redesigns
of the old came to the marketplace. This
will both dazzle and confuse you. Brass,
chrome, nickel, oil-rubbed brass, copper,
stainless steel and black stainless steel are
just some of the metallic finishes avail -

ture and millwork used throughout the
home. For example, choosing an ornate
door handle or hinges for a contemporary
home likely will not work aesthetically.
Similarly, choosing simple geometric-
shaped handles for a traditional paneled
door may not flatter the doors. Timeless
is a good thing to aim for, but more im-
portant is keeping things appropriate.
Considering the type of dwelling you
have may help you find the answer to this
design dilemma. If dealing with a historic
home, try to maintain its character and
hardware. This may mean taking off all the

able for the hardware of hardware and stripping off
furniture, cabinetry and layers and layers of paint,
elsew_here in your home. Part Of. the rust or grime buildup from
Lhoulder pads, these de- selection o e expensive task
tails can make’your home process is of re-plating the hardware
seem either out-of-date or . toits original condition. In
in style. : choosmg the case%f anewer home or
Homeowners and de- hardware that  architecturally insignificant
signers alike find selecting . . . dwelling, it is quite all right
hardware a bit tedious. 1S 1n sync with t change hardware to keep
Questions such as the fol - the home’s appearance up-
lowing arise: Should all the type of to-date.
rdwareindestone  architecture | Hudwrchbonese
look timeless? Is there a and millwork be done to keep up with
finish that feels more at trends. Hardware, in fact
home in a bathroom or used may stay on a home longer
nsidoandousie g, LrOUghOUt e even floor.
ware be the same? Is it OK the home. ing. Therefore, it is impera-

to change the hardware

of an old home? Is there

a significant benefit of new hardware?
These are all valid questions that do not
have absolute answers, but I will attempt
to simplify the subject.

Your hardware doesn’t all need to
match. However, there should be conti-
nuity of color or design to keep a certain
flow throughout the home. Part of the
selection process is choosing hardware
that is in sync with the type of architec-

tive to give the selection

some serious thought. Im-
proving and enhancing your home is about
maintenance. If your hardware is worn or
feels inexpensive, then by all means, im-
prove the hardware, and this will in turn
increase the value of your home.

Joseph Pubillones is the owner of Joseph Pu-
billones Interiors, an award-winning interior

design firm based in Palm Beach, Florida. His
website is www.josephpubillones.com.
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JAMES DULLEY
Creators Syndicate Inc.

ear James: We are
D remodeling our ga-

rage into a family/
entertainment room. It has
a faucet with copper pipes
now, but I plan toadd a
sink. Is using PEX piping a
wise choice? — Karen D.

Dear Karen: Your proj-
ect is one of the most cost-
effective ways to get extra
living space. A garage lends
itself nicely to a conver-
sion because it has a stable
concrete floor and a garage
door. It is less expensive
toinstall anew wall with a
sliding glass door over the
opening than to have to first
tear out an existing wall.

Plan both your water and
electrical requirements be-
fore you begin building ma-
terials and knocking holes
in walls. Running piping,
no matter what type you
select, is simple to do be-
fore any of the walls are
finished. Run extra plumb-
ing in the walls even if you
may not need it now. It can
be capped off and easily ac-
cessed at a later time by just
making a hole in a wall.

Using PEX (cross-linked
high-density polyethylene)
is becoming more popular
for domestic water systems
in the United States. It has
been used somewhat lon-
ger in Europe as many new
products often are. Cop-
per is still used most often
here, but this does require
you to have some basic pipe
soldering skills.

PEX plumbing has
several advantages over
traditional types of pip-
ing. The most significant
advantage, particularly for
your remodeling project,
is that PEX is flexible. This
reduces the number and
complexity of joints in a
system. Joints are the loca-
tions of most leaks in do-
it-yourself projects.

Since the PEX tubing
is flexible, it is available
inlong rolls instead of

t 1S easy to install PEX pipe
PEX Piping

Cross-linked polvethylene (PEX) 15 a high-temperature,
tlexible, polymer pipe. There’s no need for solder, glue or
pipe wrenches, making it easy to work and less e\cpensue

. PEX plping eliminate
| the need for joints, « ;
elbows and fillings.

J:, . 3
THREE DIFFERENT TYPES AVAILABLE

PUSH-FIT

The push-fit method
is greal for quick
repairs and requires
no special tools other
than a pipe cuiter.
When the pipe is
pushad into the
fitting, the stainiess
steal tines of the
fitting grip tight, while
a specially formulated
O-ring compresses 1o
create a parfect seal.

BARB

relatively short pieces of
various length as is rigid
plastic pipe. If you need a
run that is 25 feet long with
several bends, you can
make it from a simple piece
of PEX without any fittings
other than at the ends.
There are three basic
types of connection fittings
used with PEX tubing. A
“push-fit” fitting is the eas-
iest to use and is a favorite
for most do-it-yourselfers.
It isideal for attaching the
new PEX plumbing to your
existing copper pipe with-
out using heat and solder.
Use a tubing cutter to
make a clean square cut on
the end of the PEX tub-
ing. This works better and
is safer than using a util-
ity knife. Insert a support
sleeve into the PEX so it
does not crush. Slide the
end of the PEX into one
end of the fitting. Slide the
other end of the fitting over
the copper pipe. Push the
pieces firmly together for a

This traditicnal
method utilizes a
crimping or clamping
tool with barb fittings
and “erimp” or
“clamp” rings. The
canneclion
compresses the
tubing between the
barbed fittings and
crimp ring for a
secure connaction,

EXPANSION

This methed is
considered the best
methad by profes-
sionals. This system
uses a special tool to
expand the PEX
piping end. The pipea
is fastenad togsther
by the process of the
expanded end
contracting and
comprassing over he
fitting.

Creators.com Bob Kast

good seal. You can also use
this type of fitting to con-
nect two pieces of PEX.

A “clamp-ring” fitting
is another effective con-
nection method. It is ideal
for connecting the PEX to
either copper or threaded
iron pipe. If you are at-
taching it to a copper pipe,
the fitting will first have
to be soldered to the pipe.
A male end of the fitting
slides inside the PEX tub-
ing. Using a special clamp-
ing tool, a metal ring is
crimped around the PEX.

You may also need to
use some “in-line” fit-
tings when connecting two
pieces of PEX together.
This fitting has two male
ends, which slide into the
PEX ends. A metal ring is
crimped over the PEX to
clamp it to the fitting.

Send your questions to Here’s
How, 6906 Royalgreen Dr.,
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45244, or
visit www.dulley.com.
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Dunes Realty, L.c

EXPERIENCED AGENTS
SERVING YoOU
THROUGHOUT ALL
OF SIOUXLAND
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REALTOR

Tim Swanson

712.253.9117

am Kavanaugh Edwards
712.259.4074

241 Augusta Circle  $575,000

One owner 5 bedroom, 3,000 finished sq ft ranch on cul-de-sac, built by Tad Maxwell. .39 acre lot backing up to
#2 tee box, mature trees, gorgeous lot, privacy and view. The 6x7 tile entry greets you and opens to great room
w/ gas fireplace, 12 ft ceiling, and crown molding. The eat-in kitchen has 10 ceilings, granite tops, oak floors
and birch cabinetry. Slider to 14x16 deck to enjoy that amazing view. 15x15 primary suite with vaulted ceiling,
5x11 walk-in closet and 10x9 full bath w/ jetted tub and double vanity.

S e R

914 Lakeshore

New Construction - 1892 sq ft ranch with 3 bedrooms, 2 tile baths and oversized 3 stall garage on .41 acre cul-
de-sac lot. Master suite has walk-in tile shower, dbl vanity. Kitchen has large island, gas line for stove, walk-in
pantry. Open floor plan with hardwood floors, gas fireplace, covered trex deck and enhanced landscaping and

berms in backyard for screening. Beautiful new neighborhood — July 2022 completion

335 Sioux Point Roap, Dakota Dunes, SD 605.422.1413
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