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SIOUXLAND

HOMES
HOME OF
THE WEEK

4531 Whitetail Court

$449,750

Enjoy this beautiful 1578 sq ft ranch with living. Primary suite includes
2 bedrooms both with walk-in closets, 2 baths tray ceiling, plush carpets,
and 3 stall heated garage. LL has daylight custom walk-in closet, and 3/4 bath

10 YEAR TAX ABATEMENT

windows for future finish. Enter this lovely with walk-in tile shower and double vanity.
ranch home to open floor plan with custom Upgrades in this spec home: 74" fireplace,
kitchen with island, quartz tops, walk-in pantry, heated garage, quartz tops in kitchen and
$4,500 appliance allowance, dining, and great baths, 85 gallon water heater, rock landscape
room connectivity. Consistent LVT flooring beds. You will love this floor plan. HOA $250
throughout the space for versatile and flexible per month.

g | L
=21 rees
s _ Formore information about the Home of

the Week, contact:
Pam Kavanaugh Edwards
712-259-4074 o Licensed in IA & SD

712.293.43331

AN ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT TO THE SIOUX CITY JOURNAL | | www.siouxlandhomesmag.com
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STYLE AT HOME

HANDOUT/TNS
If bright colors aren’t your desire, this look of
neutral hues, wicker and metallics might be
the answer to your holiday wishes.

Getting set

.
g !

.,
for

Thanksgivi

KATIE LAUGHRIDGE
Tribune News Service

or many families (mine included),
F this year’s holiday celebrations

are going to look a little different.
While Iwon’t be hosting a grand dinner
full of family and friends, I still want to
make this Thanksgiving as special and
meaningful as possible (because despite
all the negative things about the year,
we have so much for which to be thank-
ful). One way I know how to do this (be-
sides the copious amounts of food I am
planning on prepping) is with decor.
Dress it up or dress it down, this year
is all about comfort. So whether you
are dressing your table to the nines or
leaving it to your everyday plates, here
are a few of our Thanksgiving looks to
inspire you (or to give you your design
fix for the week).

HANDOUT/TNS

Dress up your table or dress it down, this year is all about comfort.

Orange spice and autumn leaves
For this look we started with our fan-fa-

as a creative table covering. We love using
throw blankets on our tables—not only are

vorite Pumpkin Windowpane throw blanket they multipurpose and easy to throw in the

SIOUXLAND HOMES

HANDOUT/TNS

Throw blankets on tables are not only
multipurpose and easy to throw in the wash,
but they add a coziness to your dining area
that is hard to match.

wash, they add coziness to your dining area
that is hard to match. My favorite part of this
setting is the natural wood touches that are
stacked throughout; these elements add so
much texture and warmth to the table. This
tablescape reminds me of the most perfect
days of fall when all of the leaves are bril-
liant, fiery shades of red, yellow and orange,
but have not yet fallen to the ground.

Gourd-geous metallic

If bright colors aren’t your desire, this
look of neutral hues, wicker and metallics
might be the answer. This display is the per-
fect balance of rustic and elegance for a ca-
sual but special dinner. Here we used muted
stems, like hops, to add freshness and foliage
to the table and play up the wicker accents
for arustic feel. To create balance, we then
placed metallic accents at each place setting

. and used our beautiful metallic wheat table

runner to add sophistication to an other-
wise somewhat simple display. While our
pumpkins are made of fiberglass, this is an
easy one to DIY with a bit of gold paint and a
few mini pumpkins if that is more your style.

It’s a blue Thanksgiving
We recently partnered with a local re-

modeling company, Scovell, to make over a

dining room in one of their newly renovated
properties. We wanted to do something a
little unexpected that would complement
theirlight, bright space. I1love pairing white
with blue at all times of the year (chinoiserie
is timeless!), so we sidestepped traditional
fall colors and played up the crisp lines in
the home with soft, neutral linens and tex-
tures. Ilove how the dark wood of the table
and chairs adds such a beautiful contrast to
the display.

Adapted from nellhills.com. Katie
Laughridge is the owner of Kansas City in-
terior

©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.
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Why rent-back agreements work for homebuyers and sellers

RICHARD MONTGOMERY
Creators Syndicate Inc.

ear Monty: We just lost out

on ahouse because the sellers

needed time to move out after
close for up to 30 days. We even
offered to adjust the close date, but
they were adamant. This practice
is daffy. Do I sell you my washing
machine but then get to use it for a
month? Not having access to prop-
erty that I own is not correct. Plus,
will they take care of the house
when they don’t own it? There was
another offer a few thousand over
list price with a financing contin-
gency. We had a cash offer at the
listing price. Is renting back after
closing a common practice?

Monty’s Answer: The after-

closing rent-back practice is
common in real estate across the
US. There is no comparison to
selling a washing machine and a
house. It also sounds like the rea-

son you lost the home may have
been “a few thousand dollars”
rather than the rent-back contin-
gency. It could also be that they
would have preferred the cash of-
fer, but the failure to agree on the
rent-back was enough to push
them to the higher bid.

Why Do Home Sellers
Prefer To Rent Back?

Many real estate agents recom-
mend delivering the property to
the buyer at closing. While that
is fine if the house is vacant, de-
livery at closing puts the seller at
financial risk in most other cir-
cumstances. Here is a link to a sad
story on the DearMonty website.
https://dearmonty.com/rent-
back-clause-prevents-financial-
disaster/. Here are the reasons
sellers should rent back:

W If the transaction fails to close,

the seller has made many
unrecoverable financial com-
mitments. Depending on your
source, fall-thru rates around
the US vary from 10 to 20%.

B The rent-back relieves emo-
tional strain that otherwise
builds as the closing draws
near.

B There are several arrangements
now requiring extra time to be
unwound. The inconvenience
carries frustration with it.

B The rent-back removes these
risks.

Why Do Homebuyers
Agree to the Rent-Back

When the buyer and seller
agree on the terms of the sale and
the seller requires a rent-back,
most home buyers (over 50%
are coming from a home they
recently sold) agree. They ac-

PLUMBER

Modern residential wall-hung
toilets have a hidden feature

2

RIVER VALLEY, NSC, SD

cept the rent-back request as a

reasonable requirement. Here are

the reasons home buyers agree:

B The document clearly outlines
all the seller’s obligations dur-
ing their occupancy. Items
such as physical damage,
move-out date, utility pay-
ments, a daily occupancy fee,
condition upon vacating are
broom clean, lawn and yard
maintenance and any other
obligations.

B Escrow money from the seller’s
proceeds guarantees delivery
to the buyer on or before a
specific date. The seller must
comply with all the terms of
the rent-back agreement.
These agreements usually in-
clude a holdback on the rent.

W Tt is a condition of the seller in
the sale.

B When Home Sellers Should
Use the Rent-back

Dunes Realty, L.c

| SCEEEe AN Serving You
Ll o All of Slowdend.

e 712-259-4074

B Here are the circumstances
that make the rent-back con-
tingency a handy tool:

B The buyer’s offer has “any”
contingencies.

B In the event of a buyer default,
ensure the deposit is large
enough to cover your poten-
tial financial losses (does your
broker share in the defaulted
earnest money?).

B The seller does not have a home
ready to occupy at closing.

Richard Montgomery is the author
of “House Money An Insider’s Se-
crets to Saving Thousands When You
Buy or Sell a Home.” He advocates
industry reform and offers readers
unbiased real estate advice. Follow
him on Twitter at @dearmonty, or at
DearMonty.com

COPYRIGHT 2021 CREATORS.
COM

LISTINGS
NEEDED!

| have buyers in various price
points for South Dakota & lowa

PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL OR TEXT
FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

ED DEL GRANDE
Tribune News Service

uestion: Hi Ed: I re-
chntly read your article
on making a bathroom

feel open and airy by choos-
ing space-saving plumbing
fixtures. You briefly men-
tioned a wall-hung toilet
with the tank hidden inside
the wall. Can we have more
details on this toilet?

— Billy, New York

Answer: While the con-
cept of a wall-hung toilet
with the tank mounted
inside the wall has been
around for a while, today’s
concealed tank toilets take
space-saving and toilet
technology to a new level.

First, the new electronic-
type models are more than
just a toilet because they

KOHLER/TNS

While the concept of a wall-
hung toilet with the tank
mounted inside the wall has
been around for a while,
today’s concealed tank toilets
take space-saving and toilet
technology to a new level.

can include so many op-
tions. Aside from the extra
leg room and the comfort
height wall-hung bowl,
features can include:

— A wall-mounted actu-
ator plate with dual-flush
settings

— Automatic flushing

— LED night lights

— Remote control

— Full bidet functions
complete with self-clean-
ing UV light washing wand

— Warm air drying

— Auto-deodorizer

— Heated seats

— Hands-free seat lid
opening and closing

All this plus the precious
space-saving design help
make a wall-hung hid-
den tank toilet a standout
choice from the pack.

(Master Contractor/Plumber
Ed Del Grande is known inter-
nationally as the author of the
book “Ed Del Grande’s House
Call,” the host of TV and Inter-
net shows, and a LEED green
associate. Visit eddelgrande.
com or write eadelg@cs.com.
Always consult local contrac-
tors and codes.)

ELK CREEK, SC
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New “build-to-suit”
lot listings:

2644 Albatross/Lot 25 Claret View - $142,900
2682 Albatross/Lot 27 Claret View - $162,900
17 Spanish Bay - Dakota Dunes - New Price - $285,000

Pamela J. Kavanaugh Edwards

Broker Associate  Licensed in [A & SD « Cell: 712-259-4074
335 Sioux Point Road Dakota Dunes, SD 57049
www.dunesrealtysiouxland.com
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JAMES DULLEY

Steps 10

JAMES DULLEY
Creators Syndicate Inc.

ear James: We are remod-
D eling our living room and

adding a wet bar. I can
install plastic drainpipe easily,
but do you have any advice for
soldering copper supply line
piping? — Brianna G.

Dear Brianna: Trying to sol-
der copper pipe fittings for the
first time can be intimidating.
It actually is quite easy to do
with proper preparation of the
pieces. You will be working
with a propane torch to heat the
pipe, so always have a fire ex-
tinguisher and bucket of water
nearby.

Don’t be scared by soldering.
The actual process uses capil -
lary action, similar to the way
plants draw moisture through
their roots. It is really kind of
fun to watch. When the pipe
gets hot and the solder melts,
the capillary action draws it
into the joint.

Plumbing work with cop-
per is one task that requires
planning before attempting to
solder any of the pipes. Cut and
bend all the pipes and carefully
fit them together first.

Cut the pipe with a simple,
safe tubing cutter that you spin
around the pipe. Each time you
spin it around, tighten it a little
more until it cuts through. Go
slow at first until you develop a
feel for using it. Don’t get dis-
couraged if you crush your first,
second, third piece. You will
catch on to it eventually.

After fitting, take the pieces
apart. Cleanliness and surface
preparation is important for the
capillary action to work prop-
erly. Don’t start this task if you
are rushed for time because you
will just end up spending twice
as long redoing it. I know from
experience.

Use plumber’s sand cloth or
fine sandpaper to clean off the
end of the pipe. It should be
bright when you are done. Be
careful if you are using sandpa-
per not to remove much mate-
rial. If the joint between the

solder co

fitting and the pipe is loose, the
solder will not draw properly.

Take a fitting brush and clean
the inside surface of the fitting,
where the pipe slides in, until it
is bright. Blow out any dust and
slide the fitting over the end
of the pipe. It should be a nice
snug fit.

At this point, I always lay a
couple of sheets of aluminum
foil under the area where I plan
to solder. Once you solder a
piece or two, you will not have
problems, but the first time
some hot solder may drip down.
The foil helps protect the floor.

Open the small tin of paste
flux and spread a thin coating
on the end of the pipe and the
inside of the fitting. When the
flux gets hot during soldering,
it chemically cleans the sur-
faces for a good bond. It is not
dangerous to use but keep it out
of your eyes.

Now you are ready to solder.
Put the fitting over the pipe and
light the propane torch. Heat
the fitting, not the pipe. The
tiny blue flame inside the larger
flame should touch the fitting.
The flux will start to bubble.
Don’t overheat it or you may
burn the flux, making it inef-
fective.

Once the flux stops bubbling,
usually about 20 seconds, touch
the solder to the joint. It should
begin to melt almost instantly.
Remove the flame and watch
the solder disappear into the
joint. Apply the solder for five
seconds maximum.

At this point, you can use
a wire brush to clean off any
excess molten solder that is
hanging at the joint. This extra
solder is not a problem, it just
does not look like a professional
job. Wait several minutes for
the pipe to cool before turning
on the water or you may blow
out the solder.

Send your questions to Here’s
How, 6906 Royalgreen Dr.,
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45244, or
visit www.dulley.com.

COPYRIGHT 2022 CRE-
ATORS.COM
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per pipe fittings yourself

Soldering

Working with copper pipe demands some basic skills. The
keys to success are practice and planning. Here are some tips
and suggestions for soldering copper pipe.

@ Prepare surface of @) Hold flame tip
pipe with a wire against the middle of
brush or emery the fitting for five
cloth. seconds, until

Apply a |ayel' of SOId-erlng p‘aste

g}l dering paste (flux) begins to sizzle.

to the end of the oTouch solder to
pipe using a flux  the joint. As the pipe

brush. gets hot, the solder

will melt and get

sucked into

the joint,

spreading evenly
between the pipe
and the fitting.

@ After solder
hardens, wipe with a
cold, wet cloth to
cool pipe. Turn on
water and check for
leaks.

FLUX PASTE
should cover about
1 inch of pipe.

I FITTING
FLAME TIP

Direct the flame to
the middle of the
fitting. Avoid ]
direct contact with

joints and solder. /

SOLDERING
Unwind wire from
the spool; bend the
first 2 inches to a
90-degree angle.

Creators.com Bo
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JOSEPH PUBILLONES
Creators Syndicate Inc.

oday more than ever, people

are concerned about the envi-

ronment. Every day, they de-
mand construction and goods and
services that are made ethically,
socially conscious and environ-
mentally sustainable. Architects,
designers and manufacturers with
visions of the future are respond-
ing with creativity and innovation
to demonstrate that design can
contribute to a more promising
future without sacrificing a bit of
style. There still is hope.

We believe that everyday prod-
ucts are the biggest culprits of
global warming and pollution, and
that is only one aspect. Buildings
are the main culprits, in terms of
global energy and pollution. To-
day’s architects and designers are
confronting this fact with the de-
sire to remedy the problem with
efficient constructions, new and
alternative sources of energy and
an increase in the use of locally
sourced and recycled materials.

The dangers of a disposable cul-
ture worsen with businesses that

Embrace the hope of

create products to self-destruct at
a time determined, which pleases
corporations and shareholders but
does not respect the consumers or
the planet. Slowly but surely, con-

sciousnessis on the rise as we reject
the cynicism of planned obsoles-
cence and devise objects and de-
signs made to last. Many emerging
designers are using sustainability as

NOMINATE

Hannah Koerselman - Realtor

aguiding principle, and even estab-
lished brands are taking steps tore-
examine their production methods
andincrease their green credentials.

Renewing historic buildings is a
great endeavor and can helprevive
and preserve neighborhoods, even
in old dense urban centers where
abandoned structures are best
thought to be torn down. Historic
buildings, houses and neighbor-
hoods are the soul of a city. These
old buildings and places help form
the identifying character of a par-
ticular area and are a standing
record of the area’s history. The
materials removed from the reno-
vation of old buildings can be recy-
cled, given new life and new ways
of use. Renovations have spawned
new business, such as creating
withreclaimed and recycled wood
and other salvaged items.

While products made in a sus-
tainable way have always been
viewed more as experiments than
objects of design, a refined aes-
thetic can be combined with a
radical approach toward sustain-
ability. Rethinking and creating an
awareness in consumers who are

for
BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT

then choose Hannah when you’re ready to buy, sell or invest in real estate

Aannaly Qu:dmu

AGENT WITH KELLER WILLIAMS ——
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building a home, restoring one or
even just decorating is a must.
Trying to create a more sus-
tainable world is a process that
requires education, vision, humil -
ity, conscience and commitment
to undo the damage already done
and to revolutionize the way we
live through small steps with the
hope that they will lead to a great
leap. Doing good to the Earth does
not mean we cannot have beauti-
ful things or build aluxury house or
decorate our homes the way that we
like. It simply means that the time
has come to do our part to help
combat the effects of global warm-
ing. Architects, interior designers,
decorators and homeowners need
to work hand in hand toward de-
signs that can withstand and lift
us. Design offers hope. Embrace it.

Joseph Pubillones is the owner of Jo-
seph Pubillones Interiors, an award-
winning interior design firm based in
Palm Beach, Florida. His website is
www.josephpubillones.com.

COPYRIGHT 2019 CREATORS.
COM

iuuxland's Choice

AWA.

102 Virginia Street, Suite 100 ¢ Sioux City, lowa, 51101 ¢ 712.389.7079 ¢ hkoerses@gmail.com
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DESIGN RECIPES

The secrets of shelf dressing

CATHY HOBBS
Tribune News Service

rom built-in to portable shelving like
Fbookcases, often there is a design di-
lemma as to the best way to dress shelves.
There is, in fact, an art to shelf dressing,
arhythm that can be created and repeated,
through a thoughtful selection of acces-
sories. Have shelves that you don’t quite
know how to fill? Here are some top tips.

1. Do be very thoughtful and careful with
your selections, as opposed to choosing
items randomly.

2.Dolook for similar colors, finishes and
tones.

3. Do incorporate elements such as
greenery and blooms to help add interest
and texture.

4.Do use bins and baskets when looking
to fill larger areas on shelves.

5. Do use books to help act as filler. A
popular design technique is to pair books
of similar colors together, wrap books or
turn books spine side in.

REALTORS"®

An app runs on code. A REALTOR® stands

by one. In our Code of Ethics, we promise

to put people first.

REALTERE® are memiber. of the M

Don’ts

1. Don’t be afraid to use contrasting col-
ors, dark items on a light-colored shelf for
example canreally help provide an inviting
accent.

2.Don’t overdo it. Less is more.

3. Don’t forget that shelving can also be
an opportunity to highlight a curated selec-
tion of collectibles.

4. Don’t be afraid to leave shelves empty.
Instead intentionally leave certain shelves
bare when looking to create a visual sense
of rhythm.

5.Don’t overlook interesting ways to cre-
ate shelving, such as using skateboards or
reclaimed wood placed on brackets.

(Cathy Hobbs, based in New York City, is
an Emmy Award-winning television host
and anationally known interior design and
home staging expert with offices in New
York City, Boston and Washington, D.C.
Contact her at info@cathyhobbs.com or
visit her website at cathyhobbs.com.)

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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SCOTT GABRIEL MORRIS/HANDOUT/TNS

A blend of books, ceramics, accessories and framed prints helps to create appealing
vignettes for built-in shelving.

SCOTT GABRIEL MORRIS/HANDOUT/TNS

Sparkling water, glasses and appropriate bar accents help to make this area both
aesthetically pleasing and “party ready” for guests.
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Fall 1s the time for
garden and tool cleanup

JEFF RUGG
Creators Syndicate Inc.

here is still plenty of time to do
some important gardening work

before winter arrives. In your an-
nual, perennial and vegetable beds, it is
often a good idea to remove dead stems
and leaves from any plants that had insect
or disease problems. This will help slow
the spread of these problems next spring.
If you have a big compost pile that will
break down the material, then go ahead
and compost it. If the pile will not fully
heat up to kill the cause of the problems,
it may be best to bag and remove it. Burn-
ing the material may be acceptable in
some areas. Speaking of fire, if the dead
matter will increase wildfire risk, then it
should be removed.

Plants that did not have problems can
be left if they will provide some color or
shape in the winter flower bed. The dead
leaves and stems will provide some pro-
tection from cold, dry winds. Any seed
heads that provide food for birds and
that won’t spread the plant all over the
flower bed can be left. The dead material
may need to be removed in the spring if
you’ll be applying mulch then as well.

Good garden tools can be very expen-
sive, so it is a good idea to take care of
them. During the summer we often ne-
glect the tools because we think we will
be using them again in a few days. You
won’t be using most of your garden tools
this winter, so spend a little time remov-
ing all the dirt from metal surfaces. Wipe
a thin coat of oil on the metal.

Wood handles can dry out and start to
splinter. Give them a light sanding and
then wipe a thin coat of oil on them. I pre-
fer to use boiled linseed oil as it soaks in
and doesn’t leave an oily residue. I don’t
like varnishes and urethanes that cre-
ate a coating on the surface. The coating
scrapes off and then starts to peel off. It
forms sharp edges that can scrape the skin.
Store wooden tools in a shed or garage, not
hanging on the outside wall of the shed.

Lawn mowers are often simply put
away after the last mowing instead of be-
ing cleaned and then put away. Turn the
mower over to clean all the grass from
under the deck. Layers of grass can keep
moisture against the metal and cause rust
holes.

A gas-powered lawn mower’s engine
may need to be serviced. Take it to alawn

Garden Tools

As the growing season ends and gardeners mow, snip and
spade for the final time this fall, it's time w think of proper
cleaning and storage of all that equipment,

-

Tipa for storing teols for the winter:
= Siore tocls up off the ground m Stora pacticides ouf of reach of
ard in a dry sool, children and pats. Store dry

- pesticides in plastlc bags, Licuid
m Check blades of cutbing tooks. mesticides should be storedin a
Sharpen with a stena of gleeiris location that will stay above
sharpiener and |ubricale lo fraezing,
winter etorage.
= Digin waler hoses and hang
hem on hose supoarts rather
than hanging them on a nail.
= {53s0ina engines raquirs
additional care, Drain fual bafora

= Remove caked-on soil or
wegotation from o/ bools wsing a
wite: DI, SCRer oF & SIong
STEEM Of Watss

m Wheslbarmows, cans and
Wagene may 0 nesd some
attention before winter, Greass
whinsls ta probect baarings and
prevent sgueiking, Chean hemn

slaring over winter or add & gas
slabilizer Lo the fuel Lank 1o
prevant corrosion. Clean or
replace air filter. Chack spark
FAug and riplace if v,

thevpughty and repair esratchad
areas with 1ouch-up paint.

Crealnrecom Boh Kast

mower repair shop in the winter when
you are not in a rush to get it back. Drain
the gas tank or use a gasoline stabilizer.
Remove the spark plug to clean it and if
necessary, replace it.

Some gas mowers have batteries, and
there are of course battery-powered mow-
ers. The batteries will last longer if they
are not stored in an outdoor shed or left
out in the open. Some may even need to
be plugged in and maintained if stored
unused for months at a time. Battery ter-
minals and wires should be inspected and
cleaned.

All lawn mowers should have their
blades sharpened before spring. If the
blade has some large nicks, it may need
to be replaced. Lawn mower blades are
not sharpened like a knife to a very sharp
edge, as the edge will dull quickly. They
are sharpened like an ax with a blunt yet
still sharp edge. It is often a good idea to
have the blade professionally sharpened
even if the whole lawn mower is not going
into the shop over the winter. Once it is
sharp, wipe the whole blade with oil to
prevent rust.

Email questions to Jeff Rugg at info@
greenerview.com.

COPYRIGHT 2022 JEFF RUGG
DISTRIBUTED BY CREATORS
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WHISPERING CREEK LOTS
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2644 Albatross Ridge 2682 Albatross Ridge
$142,900 $162,900

Beautiful half-acre, walk-out lots. Great views of the golf course! WKM, LLC will build to suit.

DAKOTA DUNES, SD

TENANT SIGNAGE

895 Cottonwood Lane

Envision your thriving business in a brand new multi-unit strip center located just off of Exit 1 on Interstate 29 in Dakota
Dunes. Cottonwood Square tenants will enjoy the organic visibility provided by the adjacent established hotel and event
center, as well as the traffic from nearby businesses in both Dakota Dunes and North Sioux City. Flexible allowances for
space improvements provided by landlord. Signage on both front and back of building for increased visibility.
There is an end cap suite with a drive up window!

335 Sioux PoiNT Roap, Dakota Dunes, SD 605.422.1413
WWW.DUNESREALTYSIOUXLAND.COM
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ASK ANGI

DREAMSTIME

Storms and high winds can cause tree damage that needs to be addressed immediately, but
don’t skip checking licensing and qualifications. (Dreamstime/TNS)

How to handle emergency tree service

PAULF. P. POGUE
Ask Angi

hen stormsroll in,
damage trees and
drop heavy branches

in your lawn, you need to
address the problem as
quickly as possible. This is
even more important if a
storm-damaged tree poses
an imminent threat to
your home or property (or
someone else’s!)

Experts recommend you
follow three steps when
storms cause tree damage:

1. Make sure everyone in
the house and around it is
safe.

2. Contact your insur-
ance company for guid-
ance. Your agent can
explain how your policy
covers tree damage and if
they have specific steps you
must take to be covered.

3. Contact a tree service
company to do the work as
quickly as possible.

Even if you don’t have a
fallen tree, you could have a
dangerous situation when
a storm hits. Once high
winds have died down,
take a walk around your
property and inspect the
trees for telltale signs of
damage. Check carefully
for dead wood, deep splits
in the bark, signs of decay
and weakened branches.

If you see something that
concerns you, contact a
professional.

Fortunately, many tree
service companies offer
emergency service and
24-hour phone lines, so
you should be able to reach
someone quickly. Different
states and cities have their
own regulations regarding
who can work on trees, and
some areas have no regu-
lations at all. Make sure
whoever you hire holds all
the licensing needed to do
this work. In an emergency,
it can be tempting to hire
the first person who returns
your call. But with trees
and branches, a poorly exe-
cuted job can be more dan-
gerous than no job at all.

In addition, accredita-
tion with the International
Society of Arboriculture or
the Tree Care Industry As-
sociation demonstrates a
company or individual who
takes their work seriously.

Most tree removal jobs
cost between $400 and
$1,200. Larger and more
complicated jobs might
come closer to $2,000. Sev-
eral factors will impact this
cost. Tree size is the most
important, followed by how
much space your pro has to
work. If they have to work
around nearby power lines

or close to the home, it will
take longer to complete the
job.

This cost doesn’t always
include stump removal,
which can run between
$100 and $400 on its own.

Of course, depending
on the problem, you might
not need to remove the tree
entirely. If a tree has been
seriously damaged but
remains standing, a tree
professional can reinforce
it with bracing or carefully
trim damage to preserve
the tree’s main body.

One more thing: Insur-
ance and legal liability can
get extremely fuzzy when a
tree or branch falls from one
property into a neighbor’s
yard. In many cases, the
property owner where the
tree actually landed might
be liable for damages and
removal unless the tree fell
due to negligence on the
part of the property owner.
When this happens, talk to
your insurance company
immediately so they can
help you sort out the matter.

Tweet your home care
questions with #AskAngi
and we’ll try to answer
them in a future column.

©2021 Ask Angi. Visit at
angi.com. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.
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