Timeline of oil and gas lawsuits
Since lawsuits were first filed in 2013, oil companies have appealed them to federal court repeatedly.

July 2013: New Orleans levee authority files lawsuit seeking to recoup damages
from oil firms for the damage they did to coastal wetlands. The landmark lawsuit is
the first of its kind to seek restitution from oil companies for coastal land loss.

Nov. 2013: Plaquemines files lawsuit, represented by Talbot, Carmouche and
Marcello, against oil companies. They're immediately 'removed' to federal court.

Dec. 2014: Federal judge sends Plaquemines lawsuit back to state court.
Feb. 2015: A federal judge dismisses New Orleans' levee authority lawsuit.

Oct. 2017: The Supreme Court declines to hear appeal on New Orleans' levee
authority lawsuit, dealing it a final blow.

May 2018: Qil companies appeal parish cases to federal court for a second time,
alleging that oil and gas activity was conducted under federal oversight during WWII.

May 2019: Federal judge sends parish lawsuits back to state court for a second
time. Oil companies will appeal.

Sept. 2019: Talbot, Carmouche, and Marcello settle with oil company Freeport
McMoRan for $100 million.

Aug. 2020: U.S. Fifth Circuit Court again sends the parish lawsuits back to state
court.

Aug. 2021: 0il companies appeal the cases to federal court for a third time.

Dec. 2022: A federal court of appeals again determines the cases belong in state
court.

Jan. 2023: 0il companies appeal ruling to the U.S. Supreme Court, which declines
to take the case, setting the stage for the trial in Plaquemines Parish.

Dec. 2023: Oil firms settle with Cameron Parish, the first of the 42 lawsuits to
settle. Details of the settlement are not made public.
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Mar. 2025: Trial begins in one of the lawsuits brought by Plaquemines Parish, the
Staff graphic first trial in the 42 cases filed since 2013.



