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Do you have 

a great story 

to share?
The White Lake Beacon is always on 

the lookout for stuff that is new and 

interesting. Help us keep the commu-

nity updated on everything that takes 

place in the Whitehall/ Montague 

community.

Email
your suggestions 

to
editor@whitelakebeacon.com
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Mac Wood’s continues to 
roll up the smiles

SILVER LAKE – For de-
cades, Mac Wood’s Dune 
Rides at Silver Lake has rolled 
up many miles and many 
smiles as it has reached an-
other milestone.

This year is the 90th anni-
versary of Mac Wood’s Dune 
Rides, but there may not be 
an official celebration because 
of the limitations on having 
crowds. 

“It will depend on how 
things progress,” owner Shel-
by (Wood) Olsen stated, “but 
the earliest would be in late 
August for sure.” 

If it is held, the anticipat-
ed celebration would include 
discounted rides on one spe-
cific day, along with popcorn, 
food and photos and memora-
bilia about the history of the 
business. 

Regardless of the current 
restrictions, however, travel-
ing in a dune scooter will 
continue to open a whole new 
world to visitors and will re-
main a unique experience. 
The adventure begins when 
customers climb aboard a 
large dune scooter with their 
driver/guide, and they find 
themselves transported into 
an environment that includes 
woods, ever-changing sand 
dunes and the Lake Michigan 
and Silver Lake beaches. 

Part of the fascination is 
crossing over a local road and 
a bridge into the woods, which 
then opens into vast spaces of 
sand and sky, and a topogra-
phy of sand mountains and 
valleys in which dune grasses 
grow naturally. 

The dune scooter rises 
about 100 feet high on a dune 
overlooking Lake Michigan 
and then downward to drive 

along the lakeshore with the 
group laughing and screaming 
with joy and the wind blowing 
in their hair. 

Along the way, they expe-
rience the ups and downs of 
the topography, and when the 
scooter stops from time to 
time, the guide explains how 
the dunes change with erosion 
from water and wind, and how 

homes too close to Lake Mich-
igan have been swallowed up 
over the years. 

The driver also identifies 
homes and businesses adja-
cent to Silver Lake and de-
scribes how lightning strikes 
in the dunes have created heat 
that fuses sand into rare long, 
slender glass tubes called ful-
gurites or petrified lightning. 

A surprising part of the trip 
might well be a flat tire, as 
Olsen indicated that there is 
usually one flat tire each day. 

Fortunately, the short de-
lay provides some extra time 
to explore the surround-
ing dunes and truly appreci-
ate their character. Also, just 
seeing a maintenance vehicle 
pull up and watching how the 

tire is changed given the size 
of the vehicle and of the tire 
itself provides its own enter-
tainment. 

Mac Wood’s staff knows 
how to handle these emergen-
cies efficiently so that the ride 
is soon moving again. The 
dune scooter experience has 
been shared by generations of 

John Cavanagh/ Oceana Herald Journal

Three generations of the Wood family are celebrating Mac Wood’s Dune Rides 90th anniversary this year. Family members include, 
front  from right to left, Bev Wood, her daughter, Shelby Olson, Shelby’s husband, Chris Olson. In the back, Garrett and Sarah Talmadge.

By Barbara Gosselar

Beacon Contributor
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Whitehall students rank in the 

top 10 of their divisions at 

NHD competition
WHITEHALL – The local National Histo-

ry Day (NHD) team continues to impress with 
four students placing in the top 10 of their re-
spective divisions at this year’s national com-
petition.

Earlier this month student Laura Thielman 
had a documentary she made for the compe-
tition featured on the Smithsonian Learning 
Lab’s website. That same documentary earned 
her a seventh-place finish at NHD in the junior 
division for individual documentaries.

However, in addition to Thielman’s success 
Whitehall students: Allison Tate, sisters Amelia 
and Alison Chen also placed.

Last year, when Tate was an eighth grader, 
she received first place for a project that fo-
cused on the controversial pharmaceutical drug 
thalidomide. The drug was determined to be 
the cause of at least 10,000 babies born with 
birth defects, and thousands of miscarriages.

This year, as a freshman, Tate received sec-

ond place in the senior individual exhibit cat-
egory. Her focus was on Brownie Wise who was 
famous saleswoman credited with popularizing 
Tupperware.

The theme this year for NHD was break-
ing barriers, and Wise according to Tate broke 
barriers for women in the business world. She 
created a method of marketing that is now com-
monly called a “Tupperware party” also known 
as party plan marketing; a form of marketing 
where a salesperson hosts a shopping event in 
home for people that might be interested in 
buying such products.

Tate said the secret to her success she be-
lieves is she chooses topics other participants 
would typically consider. Also, she said she 
works hard on her exhibit, trying to make it 
something worthy of a museum.

Her display this year was meant to mimic 

CONTRIBUTD PHOTO
Alison Chen dressed up giving a performance. Chen did her project on Anna Mae Wong an early 
Chinese-American movie star.
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COVID-19 spike in near-

by Oceana County worries 

some local residents

The Ludington Daily News’ 
Hannah Hubbard contributed 
to this story.

A rise in the number of 
COVID-19 cases in neighbor-
ing Oceana County has sev-
eral in the White Lake area 
concerned, according to com-
ments residents made on a 
White Lake Beacon Facebook 
post earlier this week.

As of Tuesday, June 30, 
Oceana has spiked up to 281 
confirmed cases of the virus, 
which is close to double the 
155 confirmed cases it had 
as of 11 days prior on Friday, 
June 19. Oceana’s confirmed 
cases account for over 40 per-
cent of the total cases in Dis-
trict Health Department #10’s 
jurisdiction, which includes 
Mason, Newaygo, Kalkaska, 
Lake, Manistee, Mecosta, Mis-
saukee and Wexford counties.

The county to the north of 
the area has only seen three 
deaths to date, but the increase 
in Oceana flies in opposition 
to statewide data. Michigan 
has seen case and death num-
bers steadily decrease through 
the month of June. Muskegon 
County has seen a total of 796 
confirmed cases and 49 deaths 
through Monday, but over 600 
of the confirmed cases have 
recovered.

DHD #10 confirmed in a 
press conference last Friday 
that the increase in cases has 
been traced to outbreaks at 
farms and manufacturing fa-
cilities. They did not release 
where the outbreaks took 
place because the public does 
not have access to them.

“In Oceana, 60 percent of 
cases were related to five facil-
ity outbreaks,” said Dr. Jenni-
fer Morse, medical director for 
the health department. “One of 
the (facility) outbreaks began 

in May and has continued to 
this month. 

“The rest of the outbreaks 
have all been occurring with-
in (June). Two of the outbreaks 
have accounted for almost 120 
cases.”

Morse added that about half 
of the recent new cases have 
been from people not showing 
symptoms.

While the case numbers 
are concerning to many, some 
White Lake residents see the 
raw case numbers as not hav-
ing much meaning given the 
increase in testing. The state-
wide seven-day rolling av-
erage of COVID-19 tests to 
come back positive, according 
to a Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity website, has been hover-
ing around two percent for a 
month.

“More testing means more 
cases,” resident Andrew Young 
said in a  Facebook comment. 
“The number is useless. Report 
hospitalizations and deaths.”

While the outbreak’s sourc-
es do appear to have been 
traced, Whitehall teacher 
and assistant wrestling coach 
Craig Christensen wondered in 
a comment if the rise also had 
something to do with the re-
cent Hart High School gradu-
ation ceremony, which took 
place in mid-June and did not 
include stringent social dis-
tancing measures.

“Didn’t...the same district 
that brazenly stated that they 
would be conducting business 
as usual this fall (have) their 
graduation ceremony with lit-
tle to no social distancing pro-
tocols in place” Christensen 
asked.

New Era resident Kerri 
Fairchild worries that the in-
creasing numbers could result 
in another shutdown similar to 
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By Andy Roberts
Beacon Staff WriterSAMPLE


