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2448 Benzie Hwy., 
Benzonia 49616

Text 'Lake' 411669 
for more details and specials

2448 Benzie Hwy., 
Benzonia 49616

Text 'Lake' 411669 
for more details and specials
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WELCOME TO

Come explore the wonders of Benzie County, where the fantastic 
beaches and the beauty of the area makes it one of the top tourist 
destinations in the U.S.

Discover all that Benzie County has to offer – wonderful places to 
stay and delicious foods prepared for you by amazing local restau-
rants.  In Benzie, you’re sure to find a great group of people that will 
help you see all the wonders of our communitites.

Inside our Fact Book you’ll also discover the rich history and tradi-
tions of our area that will keep you coming back for years to come.

Benzie County is a great place to call  home!

Benzie
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Ludington Daily News would like to thank the Benzie County 
Historical Society for supplying us with the history and photos of 
Benzie County. The museum is located at 6941 Traverse Ave in 
Benzonia, MI. If you enjoy this Fact Book and would like to know 
more about the rich history of Benzie County, make sure you stop 
by or visit their website at www.benziemuseum.org.

We would also like to thank the Benzie County Chamber of Com-
merce for supplying us with a calendar of events. See more of what 
Benzie County has to offer at www.benzie.org.

Thank you

Beulah Northway Dock  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Crystal Lake Fish  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical SocietyFrankfort Beach 1910  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
Mitch Deisch, Administrator
448 Court Place
Beulah, MI 49617
Telephone: (231) 882-0558
Fax: (231) 882-0035
Email: mdeisch@benzieco.net

ANIMAL CONTROL
Kyle Maurer, Officer
543 S. Michigan Avenue
Beulah, MI 49617
Telephone: (231) 882-9505 or 0859
Fax: (231) 882-5762
Email: kmauer@benzieco.netT

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-9673
 Fax: (231) 882-0033 
 Email: building@benzieco.net
Jim Zimmerman, Building Inspector 
Scott Waddell, Electrical Inspector 
Dean Eldred, Plumbing/Mechanical
Jessica Scallions, Secretary

9-1-1 CENTRAL DISPATCH
Rebecca Hubers - Director 
Located in the Sheriff’s Office
505 S. Michigan Ave 
Beulah, MI. 49617
231-882-4487

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Rebecca Hubers, Coordinator
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-0567 
Email: emd@benzieco.net

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Thomas King, EMS Director 
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617
(231) 882-0625 

Benzie COUNTY DEPARTMENTS
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT
Tom Longanbach, Director 
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-0015 
Fax: (231) 882-0033
Email: TLonganbach@benzieco.net

FRIEND OF THE COURT
Connie Krusniak, Friend of the Court 
Connie Miller, Deputy FOC
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-0023 
Toll Free: 800-515-1327 
Fax: (231) 882-0040 

REGIONAL MEDICAL EXAMINER OFFICE 
Dr. Lois Goslinoski 

MSU EXTENSION – BENZIE COUNTY
Jennifer Berkey, Regional Director 
448 Court Place, PO Box 349 
Beulah, MI 49617-0349 
Telephone: (231) 882-0025 
Fax: (231) 882-9605 

SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT
Jesse Zylstra, Coordinator 
448 Court Place 
Beulah, MI 49617 
(231) 882-0554 
Email: benzierecycler@benzieco.net

VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
448 Court Place, Room 204
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-0034 
Fax: (231) 882-4844 

SOIL EROSION DEPARTMENT
Bert Gale, AGS 
448 Court Place, Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-9673 
Fax: (231) 882-0033
Email: building@benzieco.net

OUTSIDE OFFICES:

BENZIE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Tad Peacock, Executive Director 
280 S. Benzie Blvd., PO Box 408
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-4391
www.benziecd.org
Email: benziecd@benziecd.org

BENZIE-LEELANAU DISTRICT HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT
6051 Frankfort Hwy, Suite 100 
Benzonia, MI 49616 
Telephone: (231) 882-4409 
Environmental Health (231)882-2103
Fax: (231) 882-2204 
www.bldhd.org

BENZIE TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Bill Kennis, Director 
Chad Hollenbeck, Operations Manager
Chad@benziebus.com 
14150 US Hwy 31, Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 325-3000 
Fax: (231) 325-3007 
Web site: www.benziebus.com 

CENTRA WELLNESS NETWORK
310 N Glocheski Drive, Manistee, MI 49660 
Telephone: (877) 398-2013 
Fax: (231) 723-1504 

BENZIE SENIOR RESOURCES
Douglas Durand, Executive Director 
10542 Main Street 
Honor, MI 49640 
Telephone: (231) 525-0600 
Toll Free: 888-493-1102 
Fax: (231) 325-4855 
Web Site: https://benzieseniorresources.
org/

DNR PLATTE RIVER FISH HATCHERY
15210 US 31, Beulah, MI 49617
Telephone: (231) 325-4611 Fax: (231) 
325-2111 
Fire Permits: 866-922-2876

4
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USDA NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE USDA 
Service Center 
8840 Chippewa Hwy (US 31),  
Bear Lake, MI 49614 
Telephone: (231) 889-9666 Ext 100 
Fax: (231) 889-4020 

BENZIE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION
11318 Main Street, PO Box 68
Honor, MI 49640
Telephone: (231) 325-3051
Fax: (231) 325-2767 
Web site: www.benziecrc.org

SECRETARY OF STATE
Beulah #333 
10577 Main Street, Honor, MI 49640 
Elaine Hawley, Manager 
Telephone: (888) 767-6424 
Website: www.michigan.gov/sos 

THE MAPLES
Kathy Dube, Director 
210 Maple Avenue,  
Frankfort, MI 49635
(231) 352-9674 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICES
Beulah: (231) 882-5588 
Benzonia: (231) 882-4683 
Elberta: (231) 352-9261 
Frankfort: (231) 352-4341 
Honor: (231) 325-2112

Benzie COUNTY DEPARTMENTS

5

US 31 North, Manistee • Across from the Hospital
231-723-8391 • comfortcentermanistee.com

Furniture • Mattresses • Appliances

Photo by www.ToddandBradReed.com



6 2020 BENZIE COUNTY FACT BOOK

VILLAGE OF Benzonia
The supervisors of Grand Traverse County organized the township of Benzonia in 
October 1861.  In the late 1850’s the Rev. Charles Bailey, a Congregational minister 
from Oberlin College in Ohio, came to Benzie County seeking a location for a colony.  
The Congregationalists established a college in Benzonia, which existed for 56 years 
(1862-1918) and completed building a church in 1887.  The last principal of the 
college was George Catton, whose son Bruce Catton became a Pulitzer Prize winning 
author and Civil War historian.  The church now houses the Benzie Area Historical 
Museum, which preserves and presents the history of the Benzie Bounty area.

Notable people from Benzonia are Bruce Catton, American Civil War historian; 
grew up in Benzonia. Gwen Frostic, artist, author, Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame 

inductee; moved to Benzonia April 
26, 1964 to open up a shop selling 
books, stationary,prints and other 
items,until her death in 2001. The 
shop is still open. Douglass North, 
economic historian and nobel 
laureate; had his summer home 
in Benzonia. Dr. Dee Thornell, Dr. 
Dee, Alaska Vet, on Animal Planet 
Cable Channel; Deanna, as she 

was known then, grew up in Benzonia and graduated as valedictorian of the class of 
1976 at Benzie Central High School.

Benzonia 1920 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Village of Benzonia
Created: 1858 
1276 Michigan Avenue
Benzonia, MI 49616 
Telephone: (231) 882-
9981 
Fax: (231) 882-9978 
Email: benzonia9981@
att.net 

Hall Meeting 1st Monday 
of Each Month 
at 6:00 p.m.

President: Tim Flynn 
Clerk: Rhonda Nye
Treasurer: Toni Flynn
Trustees: Hazel Heyn
Denise Bair
Penny Misner
Gary Rankin
Scott Scholten 
Robert French
Zoning Administrator:
Dave Neiger
6795 Traverse Avenue
Benzonia, MI 49616 
(231) 882-7037

Beulah 1910 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society
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carterlumber.com

For more information on how we can help you,
visit us in-store or online.

Welcome to the neighborhood!

2323 West US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI
231-757-9000

carterlumber.com

Are you thinking of turning
your vacation in Northwest Michigan

into a permanent residence?

At Carter Lumber in Ludington, we make 
the transition into a new home as

painless as possible.
Let us use our years of experience

to help you find a quality builder that’s
right for you or help you complete

your project yourself.

We make the remodeling and
building process easy!
Offering expertise in:

Build design, blue prints,
kitchens, baths, flooring and roofing.

We’ve been rooted in the community
for decades and are proud to
welcome you to our beautiful

lakeside community.

Photo by ToddandBradReed.com
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VILLAGE OF Beulah
Beulah became the fifth and final place to hold the Benzie County seat in 1918.  
When 1873 plans to build a canal between Crystal Lake to the Betsie River ignored 
the difference in water levels between Crystal Lake and Lake Michigan, Crystal Lake 
was accidentally lowered and a beautiful beach was exposed.  Beulah became a 
summer resort and tourist destination.

The village of Beulah has two 
commercial areas. One area is 
known as “downtown” Beulah 
and the other is referred to as the 
US-31 corridor.
The mainstay of businesses in 
Beulah operate year-round with 
only a few being seasonal.

Downtown Beulah is situated near the shores of beautiful Crystal Lake.
Shopping opportunities abound for art, flowers, jewelry, antiques, home decor, cloth-
ing, kayaks and kayaking accessories, gifts and books.

Along the main street you will discover the Post Office, legal services, financial and 
accounting services, land conservancy organizations, hair salons, churches, com-
munity services, insurance agents, pharmacists, dental care, counseling services, 
restaurants, delis, medical care, photocopying services and lodging.

Beulah 1919 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Beulah 1905 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Village of Beulah
Created: 1932 
7228 Commercial Avenue 
Beulah, MI 49617 
Telephone: (231) 882-
4451
Fax: (231) 882-5759 
Web Site: www.villageof-
beulah.org 

Hall Meeting 1st 
Thursday following 1st 
Monday Each Month 
7:00 p.m.

President: Dan Smith
Clerk: Laura Spencer
Treasurer: Mitch Szwed
Council Members:
Phil Downs
Jeri VanDePerre
Dan Hook
Gary A. Pallin
Robert Fitzke
Mike Laslo
Zoning Administrator:
Ron Edwards
(231) 882-4451
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Good People. Great Lakes.

231-723-9444
47 Lake Street Manistee, MI

SENGSMARINA.COM
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Ludington Daily News
202 N Rath Ave., 
P.O. Box 340, 
Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5181
(231) 843-4011 fax

Oceana’s Herald-Journal
123 State Street, 
PO Box 190, 
Hart, MI 49420
(231) 873-5602
(231) 873-4775 fax

White Lake Beacon
PO Box 98
Whitehall, MI 49461
(231) 894-5356
(231) 894-2174 fax
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VILLAGE OF Elberta
Gilmore Township was organized in 1866 and has one incorporated village, Elberta 
(formerly south Frankfort).  In June 1855, blacksmith John Greenwood and his wife 
Caroline settled in what is now Elberta where he operated Elberta’s first business.  In 
1860, a small business for the distillation of balsam, cedar, and hemlock began and 
the population increased rapidly.  In 1869 the Frankfort Iron works was organized 
and in 1871 a machine shop was built.  In 1870 Crane Lumber Company owners 
opened the Betsie River for floating logs.  Their mill operated until 1904 and, at 
one time, they lumbered 11,500 acres, most of which was within six miles of South 
Frankfort.  

It is still a fruit growing-farming area.  South Frankfort was renamed Elberta for the 
Elberta peaches that grew in the area.  The Smeltzer packing plant processed the 
fruit.  

Elberta was also home to the Ann Arbor Railroad and Car ferries and was a major 
industrial town for many years.  

Elberta 1900 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Elberta 1885 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Village of Elberta
Created: 1894
401 First Street 
Elberta, MI 49628
Telephone: (231) 352-
7201 
Fax: (231) 352-4033 
Web Site: www.villageo-
felberta.com

tHall Meeting 3rd 
Thursday of Each 
Month 7:00 p.m. – 
Community Building, 

401 First Street

President Pro-Tem: 
Holly O’Dwyer
Clerk: Coury Carland 
Treasurer: Mary Kalbach
Trustees: 
Kenneth Holmes
Joyce Gatrell
Bill Soper
Holly O’Dwyer
Zoning Administrator:
Don Tanner
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PARTS, TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

Your local NAPA stocks auto parts, 
tools and equipment and many other 
items for heavy duty trucks, marine, 

and farming equipment.
Order Online – Pick Up in Store

Stop in today!

235 N Michigan Ave
Beulah, MI 49617
231-882-5581

Monday-Friday:
8am-5:30pm

Saturday: 8am-4pm

Fresh PRODUCE • Fresh MEAT

Slash YOUR FOOD COST
IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE!

Deli – Featuring Walnut
Creek Meats & Cheeses, Fresh

Homemade Salads & Sandwiches
BAKERY • STOREMADE COOKIES,

ROLLS, PIES, AND BREADS

Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm
11740 Chippewa Hwy

Bear Lake, MI
(231) 864-4640
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CITY OF Frankfort
The Grand Traverse County Board of Supervisors organized Crystal Lake Township 
in October 1859.  Between 1859 and 1873 other townships were organized and 
detached from Crystal Lake township and its present boundaries were set in 1873.  
One of the first European men to visit Benzie County was Father Jacques Marquette, 
who died while traveling in the Frankfort area.   He was temporarily buried in Frank-
fort the moved to St. Ignace for permanent burial.  

Historians believe that Joseph Oliver, a hunter, trapper and fisherman was the first 
white settler in this area.  When seeking refuge from a storm, a ship captain acci-
dently discovered Betsie Bay (Frankfort-Elberta harbor) and in 1854 the ship’s owner, 
George Tift of Buffalo, purchased land around the harbor in a development venture, 
a settlement was established and businesses followed.

Frankfort’s first early economy depended upon the lumber industry, commercial 
fishing, and fruit farming.  The world’s first successful voyage of a shop carrying 
loaded railroad freight cars across a large body arrived in Frankfort from Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin, in November 1892.  As a result, the Ann Arbor Railroad and Car ferries 
were the main Benzie area employers for 90 years.  Car ferry service continued out 
of the Frankfort-Elberta harbor until April 1982.  

The Frankfort-Elberta area became a national center for glider plane activity and 
in 1938 and 1939 hosted the American Open Soaring Contest.  Today Frankfort is a 
thriving tourist destination.  

Frankfort 1895 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

City of Frankfort
Created: 1885 
City Hall: 412 Main Street 
Frankfort, MI 49635 
Telephone: (231) 352-
7117 
Fax: (231) 352-7100 

Hall Meeting 3rd 
Tuesday of Each Month 
5:30 PM

Superintendent/Zoning 
Administrator:
Joshua Mills

Clerk/Treasurer:
Kimberly Kidder
Council Members:
Katie Condon, Mayor 
Dan Walenta, Mayor Pro 
Tem 
Paul Luedtke 
Bob McNabb
Liz Thielmann Dobrzynski 
Liz Thielmann Dobrzynski 
Assessor: Michigan As-
sessing Service, Inc. 
PO Box 351 
Frankfort, MI 49635 
231-352-7117, ext 1095 
Mondays 10 am – 2 pm
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STEP BACK IN TIME!

*CANDY
*SOUVENIRS
*BEACH SUPPLIES
*HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

427 MAIN STREET • FRANKFORT, MI • 231-352-8101

*PET FRIENDLY
*KID FRIENDLY
*MUCH MORE!

SUPER
FUN!

GREAT
FINDS!
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VILLAGE OF Honor
Honor was named after the daughter of an official of the Guelph Patent Cask Compa-
ny, which established the settlement in 1895. Honor was a major logging town and 
incorporated as a village in 1914. 

Honor Michigan is 
located in a beautiful 
river valley along 
a top-notch trout 
stream called the 
Platte River. Each year 
during the month of 
August, this sleepy 
little town comes 
alive to host the “ Na-
tional Coho Festival” 
honoring the ‘salmon 
run’ along the first river that began salmon fishing in Michigan. Honor is known as 
the Coho Capital because each year Coho Salmon make their way back up river, back 
to their birthplace, the Platte River State Fish Hatchery just outside of town.

Honor has the only drive-in theater left in Northern Michigan and because of its 
close proximity, is considered a gateway to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore.

Honor 1910 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Honor 1900  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Village of Honor
Created: 1914
Village Hall: 
10922 Platte Street 
Honor, MI 49640 
Telephone: (231) 325-
8432 
Fax: (231) 325-8432

Hall Meeting 2nd 

Monday of Each Month 
6:00 p.m.

President: 
William Ward Jr. 
Clerk: 
Jeanne McPherson
Trustees: Debra Reed
Susan Leone
Kathy McManus
Richard Fast
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226 S Benzie Blvd
Beulah, MI 

(231) 882-5103

Hungry Tummy Corner Pub
is a Friendly Small-Town Pub
Serving Lunch, Dinner and Drinks 

Quality food and great service at reasonable prices!

Online ordering is available through our
website at hungrytummycornerpub.com

Keep updated on 
current specials

on Facebook 
@CornerPubBeulah

Brighton
Jewelry

Joy Susan
Handbags 

Michigan
Jewelry

Unique
Clothing

Accessories 

Swimwear

Hull’s of Frankfort
419 Main St

Frankfort, MI 49635
231-352-4642

www.hullsoffrankfort.com
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VILLAGE OF Lake Ann
The first settlers in Almira Township were believed to be John and Alec Heather who 
came from Canada in 1862. The first family to build a house in Almira Township was 
the Burrell family. Andrew Burrell and his wife, Almira –the township’s namesake- 
lived on the North side of Sancrainte Creek.

Lake Ann was founded in NE Benzie County in 1862 as well when A.P. Wheelock built 
a lumber sawmill. Wheelock named both the village and the lake after his wife Ann 
Wheelock. A. P. Wheelock also served as the first sheriff of Benzie County. Another of 
Lake Ann’s founders was Elijah Ransom built the villages second mill works which 
consisted of both a lumber sawmill and a gristmill on Ransom Creek.

Lake Ann was one of a string of lumber camps and mill towns between Traverse City 
and the Port of the City of Frankfort in the 1870’s. Lake Ann was incorporated as a 
village in 1893 but as hard as it may be to believe, did not receive electricity until 
1939!

Lake Ann differed from many of the other mill towns in the region because of the 
lake and several other smaller lakes nearby which provided sites for gristmills and 
sawmills, with the largest one built on Lake Ann’s north shore. That mill was named 
Habbeler’s, for William and George Habbeler. The site location for the mill, which 
was built in 1892, was selected because of the proximity to the M& NE Manistee 
and Northeastern Railroad coming to the village (servicing the village from 1892 
to 1930). Habbeler’s Mill was very active, employing 125 or more men in the late 
1800’s. The Habbeler’s also built the villages first General Store which became the 
hub of most village activity. With the railroad coming to the village, the 
next ten years were Lake Ann’s heyday!

The village grew to a population to more than 800 (some say 1000), 
having several types of mills, a railroad depot, several “first class” 
hotels, a mercantile, several grocery and drug stores and other assorted 
business including lake resorts, livery’s, carriage and wagon shops and 
several saloons. Lake Ann had a school and two churches plus a growing 
agricultural element as the timber industry began to wind down.

Lake Ann Village was virtually destroyed by fire three times. The first 
fire occurred on July 4, 1897, when Lake Ann was in competition with 
Traverse City as the metropolis of this area of Michigan, with nearly 
1,000 inhabitants. It is not known whether the fire began in the engine 
room of William Habbeler’s sawmill or by a spark from a tug anchored 
near the shore. The local firefighting equipment and water supply were 
inadequate, and Traverse City was summoned by telegraph. Fifty-four 
minutes and two water stops later (that came by rail), the Traverse City 
Fire Department was on the scene. The fire destroyed 88 building in all 
including over a dozen businesses, railroad freight and flatcars, the M& 
NE depot, endless homes and nearly a half-mile of track. Many of the 
businesses rebuilt only to be wiped out again by another fire in 1914. 
When the third fire erupted in 1918; it was almost too much for the vil-
lage, and Lake Ann was never rebuilt to its former status.

Lake Ann 1900 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Village of Lake Ann
Created: 1891
Almira Township Hall 
(Downtown): 
9639 Maple Street 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 
Telephone: (231) 275-
5267 
Fax: (231) 275-0267 

Hall Meeting 2nd 
Tuesday of Each Month 

7:00 p.m.

President: Jim Sturmer 
Clerk: Tammy Clous 
Treasurer: 
Mandy Gray Rineer
Trustees: Elmer Bisler
Julie Knauss
Daniel L. Hawkins
Christi Grant-Wagner
Zoning Administrator:
Jim Sturmer
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We are now

accepting new patients!

Dr. Britta Cicansky Cech
1951 Benzie Hwy

Benzonia, Michigan 49616
231.383.4252
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VILLAGE OF Thompsonville
Thompsonville was a major center where two railroads lines crossed and became a 
thriving metropolis of 1500 citizens for about 25 years.  It was the first city to get 
electricity in northern Michigan.  After the sawmills and charcoal kilns laid the for-
ests bare, the lumbering business moved on.  Thompsonville now has a population 
of about 300, with more families living within the rural areas of Colfax and Weldon 
Townships.  Nessen City was a station on the Manistee and Northwestern Railroads: 
and Wallin (now a ghost town) almost vanished in the 1950s.

Thompsonville is best known for the ski resort located there, Crystal Mountain. 
Thompsonville is also known for its Iron Fish Distillery. 

Thompsonville 1904 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Thompsonville 1900 – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

City of Thompsonville
Created: 1892
Village Hall: 
14714 Lincoln Avenue 
Thompsonville, MI 49683 
Telephone: (231) 378-
2560 
Fax: (231) 378-2560 

Hall Meeting 2nd 
Monday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m.

President: Eugene Allen
Clerk: Mary Wixson
Treasurer: Joyce MacGirr
Trustees: 
Gene Houghton
Florence Smith
Charles Syer
Dennis Smith
Debra Franke
Patrick Shaeffer
Zoning Administrator:
Patrick Workman
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FREEDOM HOME
WATCH SERVICES LLC
Benzie County, WE care for your 
property while you are away

CONTACT:
Jim  (313) 319-9525    Chris (313) 402-0875

Frankfort, MI 49635
Freedomhomewatchservices@gmail.com

www.Freedomhomeservices.com

WHO WE ARE: Retired high school
teachers, diligent, experienced,
responsible and trustworthy.

FHMS Cares for your property when you
are away. We specialize in Inexpensive

Long and Short term home watch services
for your Residential Property

• 56 point visitation inspection list for your home
 inside and out
• Electronic 24/7 monitoring in addition to
 visitation schedule
• Smartphone reports
• Manage arrival and departure prep work
 such as cleanings
• Manage outside vendors or contractors,
 appointment services
• Stock your refrigerator with all food and necessities
 for your visits.
• Coordinate access and meet anyone you authorize
 for deliveries, maintenance, repairs,  pest 
 control and utility providers.
• Insured and Bonded  24/7 Service
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Benzie COUNTY CAMPING
The Benzie County area offers several options for camping, from rustic sites to full-service sites for 
your RV home away from home. Come stay and play in the great outdoors.

BETSIE RIVER CANOES AND CAMPGROUND
13598 Lindy Road
Thompsonville, MI 49583 
(231) 378-2386

FRANKFORT CRYSTAL LAKE RV RESORT
2060 Highway M-115
Frankfort, MI 49635
(231) 352-7240

PLATTE RIVER CAMPGROUND
5685 Lake Michigan Road
Honor, MI 49640
(231) 325-5881

SUNNY WOODS RESORT & MOTEL
PLATTE RIVER CAMPGROUND
14065 Honor Highway
Beulah, MI 49640
(231) 325-3952

TIMBERLINE CAMPGROUND
2788 Benzie Highway
Benzonia, MI 49616
(231) 882-9548

TURTLE LAKE CAMPGROUND
854 Miller Road
Beulah, MI 49617
(231) 275-7353

VACATION TRAILER PARK & CANOE
2080 Benzie Highway
Benzonia, MI 49616
(231) 882-5101
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• Bulk Spices
• Freshly Baked Breads (Tue & Sat)

• Deli Meat & Cheese
• Michigan Souvenirs
• Locally Produced Products

Monday-Saturday
8:30am – 5:30pm
Closed Sunday

9217 Chippewa Hwy
Bear Lake, MI

889-5856
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Platte Lake Wordens Resort  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Frankfort Beach 1900  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society
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Good news.
Rates just 
got lower.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX

I’m excited to announce 
auto insurance rates just 
went down. I can help you 
find coverage that works  
for you.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1901155

Matt Wetmore, Agent
286 N Michigan Ave
Beulah, MI  49617
Bus: 231-882-5856
matt.wetmore.nytw@statefarm.com

Complete Well and Pump
Service to Residential

& Commercial Properties

Over 30 Years Experience • Fast, Dependable Service
No Job Too Small • 5 Year Warranties on New Wells

• Complete well and pump service
• 2” and 4” steel pipe and 5” PVC pipe

• Trench work

231.882.4392
Call today–

Visit us online to see upcoming classes & new items

www.redeemedmanistee.com

172 Memorial Drive
Manistee, MI
231-887-4222

5000 sq. ft. of
artisan’s unique

decor featuring over 
50 different artists,
furniture painters,

vintage decor and 
locally made gifts!

Monday-Saturday:
11am-6pm
Sunday: 12pm-4pm
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Benzie COUNTY TOWNSHIPS

ALMIRA TOWNSHIP
Created: 1864 
Township Hall: 
7276 Ole White Drive 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 
Telephone: (231) 275-5862; 275-6346 
Fax: (231) 275-7164 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – 8:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday by Appointment 

Supervisor: Mark E. Roper
Clerk: Tammy Clous
Treasurer: Mandy Gray Rineer
Trustees: Lori Florip, Matt Therrien
Zoning Administrator: Roger Williams
Assessors: Kristen Steger, Susanne Muha

Hall Meeting 2nd Monday of Each Month 6:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.almiratownship.org

BENZONIA TOWNSHIP
Created: 1861 
Township Hall: 
1020 Michigan Avenue 
Benzonia, MI 49616 
Telephone: (231) 882-4411 
Fax: (231) 882-5778 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Web Site: www.benzoniatwp.org 

Supervisor: Jason Barnard
Clerk: Diana Heller
Treasurer: Karen L. Burns 
Trustees: Sheila Priest, Jim Sheets
Zoning Administrator: Dave Neiger
Assessor: Christy Brow

Hall Meeting 2nd Wednesday of Each Month 7:30 p.m.

BLAINE TOWNSHIP
Created: 1876 
Township Hall: 
4760 Herring Grove Road 
Arcadia, MI 49613 
t

Supervisor: Tom Campbell
Clerk: Courtney S. Gillison
Treasurer: Emilie Kimpel
Trustees: Walter Rohn, Chuck Beale
Zoning Administrator: Josh Mills
Assessor: Julie Krombeen

Hall Meeting 1st Tuesday of Each Month 7:30 p.m.

COLFAX TOWNSHIP
Created: 1868 
Township Hall: 
7607 Michigan Avenue Thompsonville, MI 49683 
Phone: (231) 378-2144 
Fax: (231) 378-4665 
Web site: www.colfaxtownship.org 

Supervisor: Ron Evitts
Clerk: DeAnn Mosher
Treasurer: Laura Draeger
Trustees: Shelley Greene, Tom Besey
Assessor: Christy M. Brow

Hall Meeting 2nd Wednesday Each Month 7:00 PM

CRYSTAL LAKE TOWNSHIP
Created: 1859 
Township Hall: 
1651 Frankfort Hwy Frankfort, MI 49635 
Telephone: (231) 352-9791 
Fax: (231) 352-6689 
Web Site: www.crystallaketownship.org 

Supervisor: Amy Ferris 
Clerk: Sue Sullivan
Treasurer: Brooke Trentham
Trustees: Richard Nielsen, MD, Tammy M. May
Zoning Administrator: Tom Kucera
Assessor: Dave & Jill Brown

Hall Meeting 2nd Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 p.m.

15
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GILMORE TOWNSHIP
Created: 1866 
Township Hall: 
Elberta Community Building 
401 First Street Elberta, MI 49628 
Telephone: (231) 352-5047 
Fax: (231) 399-5002 

Supervisor: Carl Noffsinger
Clerk: Shannon Spencley
Treasurer: Laura Manville
Trustees: Ronald Beyette, Douglas Holmes
Zoning Administrator: Josh Mills
Assessor: Barbie Eaton

Hall Meeting 2nd Tuesday of Each Month 7:00 PM

HOMESTEAD TOWNSHIP
Created: 1864 
Township Hall: 
11508 Honor Hwy Honor, MI 49640 
Telephone: (231) 325-6772 
Fax: (231) 325-2031 

Supervisor: Shannon Purchase
Clerk: Mary Geetings
Treasurer: Shelley Rosa
Trustees: Bev Holbrook, Michael C. Mead
Zoning Administrator: Sara Kopriva
Assessor: Jessica Nuytten

Hall Meeting 1st Monday of Each Month 7:00 p.m.

Did you know? Benzie County boasts over 100 lakes, several square miles 
of State forests, and miles of pristine rivers.
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New and Used Industrial 
and Farm Equipment

Service and Parts

WEST COAST FARM SERVICE
7768 Chippewa Hwy. (US-31)

Kaleva, MI 49645 • 231-889-3530
www.westcoastfarmservice.com

Kelly’s
Korner

231-882-4147 
180 Clark Street 

Beulah, MI

Tiny Shop... but 
packs a Wallop!

• Women’s Fashion 
• Top Brand Names 
• Large Variety
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INLAND TOWNSHIP
Created: 1866 
Township Hall: 
19668 US 31 Interlochen, MI 49643-9604 
Email: inlandtownship@centurytel.net 
Telephone: (231) 275-6568 
Fax: (231) 640-2250 

Supervisor: Paul Beechraft
Clerk: Rose Wirth
Treasurer: Linda M. Wilson 
Trustees: Sherri Ockert-Poulisse , Mary Miller 
Zoning Administrator: Roger Williams
Assessor: Christy Brow

Hall Meeting 2nd Monday of Each Month 7:00 p.m.

JOYFIELD TOWNSHIP
Created: 1868 
Township Hall: 
5490 Benzie Hwy Benzonia, MI 49616 
Telephone: (231) 882-0133 

Supervisor: Matt Emery 
Clerk: Ted Wood
Treasurer: Patricia Daugherty
Trustees: Jim Evans , Mark Alan Evans
Assessor: Guy Sauer

Hall Meeting 1st Wednesday of Each Month 7:00 PM

LAKE TOWNSHIP
Created: 1868 
Township Hall: 
5153 Scenic Hwy Honor, MI 49640 
Telephone: (231) 325-5202 
Fax: (231) 325-4177 

Supervisor: Anna Grobe t
Clerk: Dotty Blank
Treasurer: Maryanne Goodman
Trustees: John Rothhaar, Sally Casey
Zoning Administrator: Richard C. Krupp
Assessor: Carol Merrill

Hall Meeting 1st Thursday of Each Month 7:00 PM

PLATTE TOWNSHIP
Created: 1886 
Township Hall: 
11935 Fowler Road Honor, MI 49640 
Telephone: (231) 325-2459 
Fax: (231) 325-2530 

Supervisor: Paul L. Solem
Clerk: Alison Michalak
Treasurer: Cynthia Gottschalk
Trustees: Matt Wieber , Pete Laman
Zoning Administrator: Dave Neiger
Assessor: Shelley Rosa

Hall Meeting 1st Tuesday of Each Quarter 7:00 PM

WELDON TOWNSHIP
Created: 1868 
Township Hall: 
14731 Thompson Avenue Thompsonville, MI 49683 
Telephone: (231) 378-2477 for Clerk’s Office (231) 378-2237 for 
Treasurer’s Office 

Supervisor: Ron Hitesman
Clerk: Carrie Aldrich
Treasurer: Sally Bobek
Trustees: Gary Stevens, Sue Meredith
Zoning Administrator: Craig Meredith
Assessor: Carol Merrill

Hall Meeting 2nd Tuesday of Each Month 7:30 p.m.

17
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Ludington Daily News would like to thank the Benzie County 
Historical Society for supplying us with the history and photos of 
Benzie County. The museum is located at 6941 Traverse Ave in 
Benzonia, MI. If you enjoy this Fact Book and would like to know 
more about the rich history of Benzie County, make sure you stop 
by or visit their website at www.benziemuseum.org.

We would also like to thank the Benzie County Chamber of Com-
merce for supplying us with a calendar of events. See more of what 
Benzie County has to offer at www.benzie.org.

Thank you

Beulah Northway Dock  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society

Crystal Lake Fish  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical SocietyFrankfort Beach 1910  – Photo courtesy of Benzie Area Historical Society
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Like us on Facebook

FULL SERVICE BAKERY  • NEW YORK STYLE DELI
CATERING • BAGEL FACTORY

231.882.5221
BEULAH

231.352.5220
FRANKFORT DELICATESSEN

W
E’RE OPEN

!

w  

Backcast Fly Shop

• Rods & Reels
• all bait & tackle supplies
• Hunting Supplies

                                (US31)

1675 Benzie Hwy
Benzonia, MI 49616
231-882-5222

• Pet Supplies
• sports wear
• much more!

more
than just a

fly shop!

& BENZIE PETS
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TIRE & AUTO
• NEW TIRES

• USED TIRES • BRAKES
• ALL AUTO REPAIRS

STEVE HUBBARD

bayshoretireandauto@gmail.com
www.bayshoretireandauto.com

620 Frankfort Ave.
Elberta, MI 49268
(231) 352-4262

Let us create a one-of-a-kind piece from your stone! 
Chain Soldering • Clasp Replacement • Ring Resizing

Stone Replacement • Vintage Jewelry Repair 
Custom Jewelry ... and so much more!

164 S Benzie Blvd  •  Beulah, MI 49617  •  231-882-2390
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3100 Benzie Hwy. (Intersection of US-31 & M-115)

Benzonia, MI 49616 • 231-383-4200

South  Side P la za

FIREWORKS SUPERSTORE

Lawn & Garden Supplies • Indoor/Outdoor 

Grow Supplies • Purses & Handbags

Inscence & Candles • Seasonal Seeds & Plants

Animal Feed & Bird Feeders • Car Stereo 

Sales & Service • Computer Sales & Service

Phone Chargers & Much More

Full line of CBD items
100’s of Vape Juices

Glass Pipes & Rigs

Papers & Grinders

Gifts & Novelties

Tanning Salon & Full Line of Tanning Lotions

Photo Prints From Your Phone 47¢


