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How to create more interior space for the winter
After a summer and fall spent out-

doors, winter drives many people back 
inside. Homeowners may take inven-
tory of their interior spaces in winter 
and find that there isn’t as much room 
as they would like. When entertaining 
inside, a home may feel particularly 
cramped.

Creating an open, inviting indoor en-
vironment requires maximizing spatial 
design but not necessarily expanding 
square footage. By focusing on a few 
strategies, homeowners can maximize 
interior flow.

CHANGE UP THE 
LAYOUT OF FURNITURE

Being able to move around a space 
more easily may come down to rethink-
ing the furniture layout. Interior design 
experts often emphasize traffic flow in 
a space, which can determine how com-
fortable homeowners and their guests 
feel. Universal design methodologies 
point to establishing clear, unobstructed 
routes to link different zones of a room. 
This will minimize physical congestion in 
the space. When entertaining, homeown-
ers can push larger pieces of furniture 
against the perimeter of a room to open 
up a centeral gathering area. Heavy cof-
fee tables can be swapped out for smaller 
tables to allow the rearrangement of the 
layout depending on how many people 
are spending time in a given space.

SUBDIVIDE ROOMS
Open-concept spaces might have lost 

some their appeal in recent years. De-

signers are now going back in the direc-
tion of room-based layouts over open 
concepts, according to Martha Stewart 
and New York-based designer Madeline 
Merin. Some homeowners now have a 
greater need for definition of the spaces 
they have to work with. Instead of one 
open room, dividing the space can cre-
ate the illusion of having more square 
footage while providing distinctive 
spots for privacy and other room func-
tions. An open-concept family room, for 
example, can be divided into a gaming 
room on one side and a home office 
space on the other.

CHANGE HOW SPACES ARE PERCEIVED
Lighting and visual elements can 

make spaces feel more roomy and in-
viting even if they haven’t gotten larger. 
Painting walls in soft tones will help 
them reflect more light, making bound-
aries feel like they are receding. Incor-
porating more natural light by removing 
heavy draperies is one strategy. Accord-
ing to the Journal of Biophilic Design, 
biophilic design is the intentional in-
tegration of nature into buildings and 
spaces to improve human health and 
productivity. Homeowners can incor-
porate natural lighting, living plants, 
organic materials, and organic patterns 
into their interior designs to make spac-
es feel more inviting 

Homeowners can look to various de-
sign strategies to open up interior spac-
es in their homes with a goal toward 
making them more comfortable places 
to ride out the winter.

Local, Full Service Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling Company

• Boilers 
• Furnaces
• Wood Boilers
• Chimney Liners
• Heating
• Ventilation
• Air Conditioning
• Plumbing - HVAC
• Pipe Thawing
• Duct Work Cleaning
• Sewer & Drain Line Cleaning
• Generators

Residential, Business, Schools & Municipalities from White 
Lake, Big Rapids, Fremont, to Manistee and beyond!

990 Industrial Park Dr. , Whitehall, MI 49461

231-894-9760 • www.scheidphc.com

DON’T BE LEFT 
OUT IN THE COLD 
THIS WINTER!
• Installation, Repair or 
  Replacement
• High Pressure Sewer Line 
  Cleaning
• Water Line Installation,
   Repair and Replacement
• Sewer Line Video Inspection
• Sewage Injectors
• Sewer and Water Line 
  Excavation

PROUDLY SERVING THE WHITE LAKE
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

WE APPRECIATE SERVING OUR 
MANY AMAZING CUSTOMERS!

Air Conditioning
Plumbing - HVAC

Local & Trusted Full Service
Plumbing & Heating & Cooling

 

KK SS&&
Karl Lemmen   231-893-3516

Sales, Service and Installation of  
Garage Doors and Door Openers

GARAGE DOOR

1-877-KNS-DOOR
(567-3667)

7110 S. 38th Ave. 
New Era, MI 49446
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1/2
OFF
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THE STORE

It’s time for our incredible half off, half the store sale. We must liquidate half of our store merchandise to make room for the truckloads 
of new merchandise. This week you’ll find 1/2 of our entire furniture inventory at 1/2 off L.I.S.T. price. All of our top brand name furniture 
is included: La-Z-Boy, Flexsteel, Serta, England Furniture, Ashley... Find dining rooms, dinettes, bedrooms, bedding,wall units, occasional 
tables, curios and lamps! 1/2 the store will be 1/2 off and the other fifty percent of our store is on sale too.

HALF-OFF SALE!HALF-OFF SALE!
GOING ON NOW!

SINCE 1947

HOME FURNISHINGS

US 31Our Service Is The Big DifferenceSM Henry St.
Norton Shores
1-800-606-7600NG L O I SL A ® SHERMAN BLVD.
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LANGLOIS
STORE

BROADWAY AVE

SUMMIT AVE.

NORTON ST.

*Previous sales excluded. Minimum purchase for 3 years $1999 with  GE Money Charge. Finance Charges will be assessed on 
your purchase during the promotional period, but will be credited to your account if the purchase is paid-in-full within this period. 
In states other than IA and WI, the current APR is 22.09%, and may vary. In IA, the current APR is 19.80%. In WI, the current APR 
is 18.00%. A minimum Finance Charge of $0.50 will be imposed for any billing period in which a Finance Charge is due, except 
in CO, ME, NC and WI where there is no minimum Finance Charge. All sales subject to credit approval. See store for details.

www.langloisstore.com

If you find a lower advertised price within 30 days, including 
our own sale prices, we will refund the difference plus 10% of the 
difference. Our low price guarantee takes into account competitors 
delivery charges and other extras that are part of the sale. The 
guarantee does not apply to free offers, special financing, 
installation or rebates, or to one of a kind or clearance items.

733-2528

OPEN MON.-FRI. 9-8, SAT. 9-6, SUN. NOON-5

 3000 Henry St., Norton Shores • 1-800-606-7600 • 733-2528 • www.langloisstore.com

 

It's time for our incredible half off, half the store sale. We must liquidate half of our store 
merchandise to make room for the truckloads of new merchandise. This week you'll find 1/2 of our 
entire furniture inventory at 1/2 off L.I.S.T. price. All of our top brand hame furniture is included: 

La-Z-Boy, Flexsteel, Serta, England Furniture, Ashley... Find dining rooms, dinettes, bedrooms, bedding,
wall units, occasional tables, curios and lamps! 1/2 the store will be 1/2 off and the other fifty percent 
of our store is on sale too! EVERYTHING IS ON SALE! 1/2 the store is 1/2 off for a limited time only!

     

★
 Furniture

 Mattresses

NO INTEREST
for one full
YEAR*

*W.A.C.

Furniture
J

Mattresses

EVERYTHING IS ON SALE! 1/2 THE STORE IS 1/2 OFF FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!
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QUALITY 
CAR CARE

Wax repels winter salt. 

West Michigan’s 
Most Recommended!

8127 Whitehall Road | Whitehall
231-894-6475

Schedule yours today
& get a showroom shine!

Winter vehicle maintenance starts now
Changing seasons expose vehicles 

to various conditions throughout 
the year. Although severe weather 
can occur at any time, the winter is 
known to be particularly harsh and 
can make it hard for a vehicle to 
function properly. 

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration says winter 
weather can cause extremely dan-
gerous road conditions. An esti-
mated 320 fatal traffic crashes oc-
curred in the United States in 2023, 
and 22,293 injuries happened when 
there was snow or sleet conditions 
at the time of the crash. It is essen-
tial that drivers prepare their ve-
hicles for winter weather. Properly 
winterizing a car can help prevent 
breakdowns and accidents, and also 
potentially save drivers from being 
stranded in the cold.

Here are some winter car mainte-
nance tips to consider before the 

first storm of the season, courtesy 
of AAA and State Farm®.

• Test the battery. A driver needs 
a battery to be fully charged and in 
good condition to start the engine 
on cold winter mornings. Colder 
temperatures cause chemical re-
actions within the battery, which 
can make electricity slow down and 
hinder the vehicle’s ability to reach 
maximum power. Check the battery 
prior to winter, and replace it, if 
necessary.

• Check fluids. Part of winter 
preparation is ensuring that all of 
the car’s fluids are at the right lev-
els and appropriate for low tem-
peratures. This includes engine oil, 
windshield washer fluid, and anti-
freeze. 

• Schedule a maintenance check-
up. A mechanic can look at hoses 
and belts to check that they are in 
good working order. Cold tempera-

tures can make belts and hoses 
more brittle and prone to breaking.

• Apply a windshield repellent. 
Scraping ice and snow off of wind-
shields on winter mornings can 
be a frustrating and arduous task. 
Adding hydrophobic repellent like 
Rain-X to the windshield can make 
it easier to remove ice later on.

• Maintain tire pressure. As out-
side temperatures drop, so does 
tire pressure. Routinely check and 
inflate tires to the recommended 
pressure listed on a label located on 
the driver’s side door frame. 

• Inspect the wiper blades. See-
ing clearly out of the windshield is 
important for safe winter driving. 
In addition to a properly working 
defroster, drivers will need wip-
er blades that can remove rain and 
snow. If any streaks or skips occur 
while using the wipers, it might be 
time for a new set.

• Conduct a brake check. A combi-
nation of snow, moisture, and salt on 
roads can contribute to rust on brakes 
and rotors. Symptoms of brake issues 
include noises, sticking brake pads, 
and slower stop times. Before the thick 
of winter, drivers are urged to have 
their brakes checked by a professional.

Winter is on the horizon, and vehicle 
owners should prepare their cars and 
trucks now for the rough weather to 
come. 

CUSHMAN DEER PROCESSING

CUT and 
WRAPPED

Walk-In Cooler - Walk-In Freezer
Breakfast Sausage, Brats, 

Italian Sausage, Deer Stix, Jerky 
Summer Sausage

DEER DROP OFF HOURS
Saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Sunday 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

(Closed Noon to 1:00 pm)

LOCATED SIX MILES WEST OF FREMONT

www.cushmanmeats.com
231-924-6151

Vacuum 
Pack

Available
$          0099
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BUSINESS STORAGE

RESIDENTIAL STORAGE

OUTSIDE VEHICLE STORAGE

(231) 726-3624

STORAGE
WAREHOUSE

S e c u r e d  A f t e r - H o u r s 24-HOUR SURVEILLANCE

CONTACT US:

COMMERCIAL STORAGE

24-HOUR SURVEILLANCE
CAMERAS

1657 S. Getty St.
Muskegon, MI 49442
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231.725.2777www.CallLascko.com    

$69.99 SYSTEM $69.99 SYSTEM
CHECKCHECK

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING •
 Drains • Water Treatment •

Generators
•

Phone: 231-821-0588
Fax: 231-821-0514

METAL
Sales

Full Line of
CORDLESS 

Tools! 8638 Skeels Rd.
Holton, MI

FAST 
TURNAROUND

40-year 
Paint 

Warranty 
on Steel

HOURS: 7 AM-4 PM MON.-FRI., CLOSED SAT. & SUN.

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Metal Roofing & Siding in the West Michigan Area 
Durable Metal Roofing and Siding Supplies

Manufacturer of Metal Roofing & Siding

VISIT US AT www.countylinemetalsales.com

A roof is a vital component of a home 
that protects the structure from the 
elements and ensures that sun, rain, 
wind, and snow do not compromise the 
integrity of interior spaces. Peak Perfor-
mance Roofing says the average asphalt 
shingle roof found on many homes lasts 
between 15 and 30 years. Alternative 
roofing materials, such as metal or clay 
tiles, can last much longer.

Homeowners who stay in a home for 
many years will likely need to replace 
a roof at some point. Choosing when 
to replace the roof may come down to 
selecting the right season. Experts typi-
cally consider fall the prime time to up-
grade a roof for a variety of reasons. 

• Moderate temperatures: Fall weather 
tends to be comfortable in many regions 
of the country. Magnolia  Home Remod-
eling Group says fall temperatures are 
better suited for roofing and allow ma-
terials to work the best. When tempera-
tures are too hot, shingles can become 

soft and prone to scuffing, while cold 
temperatures can make materials brittle 
and difficult to seal.

• Comfort for workers: The same 
moderate conditions can make it easier 
for roofing contractors to get the work 
done. It can be extremely hot on a roof 
during summer, necessitating frequent 
breaks for workers. Winter weather 
conditions are not ideal for working on 
a roof, with snow and ice making things 
slippery. Fall weather can help workers 
feel more comfortable.

• Avoid the rush: Earl W. Johnston 
Roofing, LLC says spring and early 
summer are peak seasons for roofing 
contractors due to post-winter repairs. 
Homeowners may experience shorter 
wait times, better pricing and flexible 
scheduling if they opt for a fall roof re-
placement.

• Prepare for winter: Getting a roof in 
the fall means having a new and func-
tional barrier against winter storms that 

The benefits of a fall roof replacement

can be hard on old roofs. It also means 
the roof will be ready for rainy, spring 
weather.

Fall is an ideal time to replace a roof 

for many reasons. Homeowners can use 
the summer to vet various roofing con-
tractors and come up with a package 
that fits their schedules and budgets.  
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Though it’s now firmly in the rear-
view mirror, the winter of 2025-2026 
may prove hard to forget for millions of 
people across North America. Marked 
by particularly cold temperatures and 
considerable snowfall in many parts of 
the continent, the winter of 2025-2026 
has undoubtedly prompted countless 
individuals to wonder what they can do 
to prepare to make future winters a lit-
tle more manageable.

No one knows for certain if a win-
ter will be mild or marked by extend-
ed periods of chilly temperatures and 
heavy snowfall. But preparing for harsh 
weather can make life a little easier if 
such conditions prevail. As another 
winter approaches, these winter storm 
prep tips can make it easier to navigate 
inclement weather.

• Test your home heating system. 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Integrated Scienc-
es and Assessment reports that winter 
temperatures in the mid-Atlantic were 

two to four degrees below normal for 
the entire region during the winter of 
2025-2026. Faced with such chilly con-
ditions, many people leaned heavily 
on their home heating systems to stay 
warm. Prior to this winter, it can be ben-
eficial for homeowners everywhere to 
conduct a home heating system audit 
to ensure a heater is working at peak 
capacity. A professional HVAC techni-
cian can run a battery of tests to assess 
an existing system. Such an audit can 
catch any issues before the cold weath-
er arrives, and a tuneup can make sure 
the heater works efficiently, which can 
save homeowners lots of money on en-
ergy bills.

• Inspect your tools and replace them, 
if necessary. Items that help make life 
outside more manageable in winter also 
should be assessed prior to the arrival of 
cold weather. The winter of 2025-2026 
was snowier than usual in some parts 
of North America, while other areas re-

ceived considerably less snowfall than 
they’re accustomed to. For example, the 
Blue Hill Observatory reported a much 
snowier and stormier winter in the north-
eastern United States in 2025-2026. So 
chances are residents in areas that expe-
rienced heavy snowfall put their snow 
blowers to good use a year ago. In ad-
vance of this winter, inspect snow blow-
ers to ensure they’re operational and 
capable of handling another potentially 
stormy winter. If not, replace the items 
or repair parts that need fixing. It’s also 
good to examine snow shovels prior to 
the season. Doing so in advance of winter 
ensures the tools will be fixed and ready 
to go once the first snowfall occurs.

• Gather some nonperishable provi-
sions. The American Red Cross urges 
people to gather food, water, and medi-
cine if a storm is in the forecast. 

Stores might be closed once the storm 
approaches or touches down, so gath-
er these items well in advance. Include 

bottled water among the provisions as 
some storms can knock out access to 
drinking water. The Red Cross recom-
mends keeping a one-month supply of 
medications and medical supplies on 
hand just in case a storm makes it hard 
to leave home or prevents access via 
delivery

• Keep some supplies in a vehicle. 
Even if a storm does not prevent travel, 
that does not mean a vehicle will find 
the roads smooth sailing. Prepare in 
advance for potential car troubles by 
keeping emergency supplies in the vehi-
cle. Blankets, an extra sweater, and a hat 
for each person who routinely travels in 
the vehicle, and a small but well-stocked 
first aid kit, can help should drivers find 
themselves stranded on the road during 
a winter storm.

Winter storm preparation should in-
clude actions that ensure the safety of 
residents both inside and outside the 
home. 

How to prepare for winter storm season

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS FOR OVER 50 YEARS!
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE  -  FREE LAYAWAY

Shop early for the best selection    •  Womens • Mens • Kids  -  Head to toe, sizes infant to 8XL

Your Cold Weather 
Headquarters!

FACTORY SURPLUS SALES
10112 US 31-MONTAGUE  231.894.6633

STORE HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10AM - 5PM
OCT. - FEB. SUN. 11AM - 4PM

COATS • JACKETS • BIBS
GLOVES • HATS • PANTS

COVERALLS • SOCKS
BOOTS • THERMALS
HOODIES • VESTS

MANY BRAND NAMES SUCH AS

For All Your Hunting 
& Winter Wear Needs!NON-METALLIC TOE

PUNCTURE & SLIP RESISTANT

HESPERIA

FREMONT

M-82

(5 miles west of
Fremont -  Just west
of the intersection)

9490 E. Skeels Rd, Fremont
(231) 924-1977

Redwing VersaPro Boot Redwing VersaPro Boot 
Men’s 6-inch Safety Toe BootMen’s 6-inch Safety Toe Boot 

Stock #3028

Extreme durability, protection and 
functional design provided in this versatile 

work boot  for medium-to heavy-duty safety 
footwear performance!footwear performance!

NEW & NOW  NEW & NOW  
in Stockin Stock
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6696 Ryerson Road • Twin Lake, MI  •  Dan Nye, Owner
SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

FURNACES • WATER HEATERS • AIR CONDITIONING AND MORE!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

ContaCt
us for

your frEE
EstimatE!

25+
yEars of

ExpEriEnCE!

FREE ESTIMATES!
FURNACE &

A/C SPECIALS!

231-578-4773

CE!

Year-round Comfort!
FURNACES and AIR 
CONDITIONING 

Potential fireplace problems
Fireplaces are often a centerpiece of 

an interior living space. Homeowners 
often laud the ambiance a fireplace can 
provide, and the supplemental heat a 
fireplace can provide can be just what 
people need to stay warm on a cold day. 
The Northeast Hearth, Patio & Barbe-
cue Association says an estimated 57 
percent of homeowners in the United 
States own some type of fireplace, free-
standing stove or hearth product. How-
ever, fireplaces are not without their 
potential for problems.

Issues that can affect a fireplace will 
depend on the type of system, as prob-
lems that affect wood-burning fireplac-
es will differ from those that can affect 
gas units. The following are some po-
tential issues homeowners can look out 
for when using their fireplaces.

• Smoke spillage: Fireplaces are sup-
posed to vent up and out through a 
chimney or exhaust pipe. But if a damp-
er is closed or blocked, if the chimney is 

dirty, or if there is negative air pressure 
in a tightly sealed home, smoke cannot 
escape and will enter the living space. 

• Creosote formation: Creosote is a 
flammable, tar-like substance that is 
the result of burning wood. Creosote 
significantly increases the risk of a 
chimney fire. Creosote can build up in 
the flue over time if it is not remedi-
ated. 

• Odors: A dirty chimney from creo-
sote or moisture damage can result in a 
foul odor emanating from the fireplace. 
This also may occur if a bird or rodent 
nests in the chimney.

• Ignition failure: Gas units may not 
always light properly. Doctor Flue says 
it could be the result of a malfunction-
ing pilot light or an improperly placed 
log set. In addition, if the pilot light 
goes out as soon as the button is re-
leased, it may indicate a dirty or faulty 
thermocouple or thermopile, which are 
sensors that keep the gas valve open.

• Cracked masonry: Any cracks in the 
mortar, firebricks or chimney crown are 
major hazards. Cracks in such compo-
nents increase the risk of a house fire 
and should be immediately addressed.

• Drafts: Cold air coming through the 
fireplace may indicate a damaged or 
missing damper.

• Carbon monoxide: Grill Parts Re-

placement says poorly vented fireplaces 
can lead to a buildup of carbon monox-
ide inside the home, which is a health 
hazard.

Oftentimes homeowners should leave 
fireplace troubleshooting to a profes-
sional. Annual inspections of units can 
head off potential problems to ensure 
safer operation.

Discovery Quality,
Discover Savings

OUR TRACTORS 
DELIVER BOTH

Deur Implement 
is a proud 
TYM dealer

CABS & BACKHOES 
OPTIONAL

SNOW BLOWERS 
& SNOW PUSHERS

Cash discounts
or low rate
finance options
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7282 W Fox Rd, Mears, MI 49436 | (231) 873-4638
www.mearsservicecenter.com

Our mission is to provide the 
best automotive service and 
repair experience possible by 
serving our customers with 

unparalleled honesty, integrity 
and quality.

Mears Service Center is a 
family owned and operated 

repair facility that was started 
in 1988. Gas or Diesel, 

Mowers to Semis.

We will fix it right!

Mears Service Center 

specializes in full-service 

auto repair. Since 1988, 

Mears Service Center has 

provided the residents 

of  Mears, and the 

surrounding area with 

extraordinary auto repair 

services. Give us a call, or 

schedule an appointment 

online today!

SUPERIOR AUTO SERVICES
Mears Service Center provides exceptional auto repair services like 
Auto Repair, Tire and Alignment Service, and more. We take great 
pride in doing quality work and standing behind the work we do.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
Our auto repair shop in Mears is capable of  servicing all makes and 
models. We only do the work that is needed to fix your problem. Oil 
changes to Overhauls! We do it all including dealer level diagnostics.

EVERY JOB IS PERSONAL
For reliable, quality, expert automotive repair and personal, friendly 
customer service, look no further than Mears Service Center.

DIGITAL WORKFLOW
We have invested in the latest auto repair tools and diagnostic 
software that is specially tailored for the software in your vehicle.

FLEET SERVICES AT MEARS SERVICE CENTER
Complete Diesel Repair

They TrusT
us, you

should Too!


