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6035 W. TRAILS END 
LUDINGTON

Pleasant 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath 
home in a great location moments 
from downtown Ludington. 
Wonderful floorplan with two living rooms, kitchen with access 
to the large deck overlooking the fenced backyard. Full basement 
with a spacious recreation room, office, den, workshop, bathroom 
and mechanical room.

$475,000

2702 E. HOAGUE RD. 
FREESOIL

Terrific 4 bedroom, 2 bath home 
conveniently located between 
Manistee and Scottville. The home 
features a marvelous kitchen with KraftMaid cabinets and center 
island, dining room with access to the deck, living room with a 
fireplace, large main floor bedroom, laundry room and so much 
more. Attached off the back of the home is a separate dwelling 
complete with its own kitchen, spacious main floor bedroom, 
full bath and second laundry. This space provides an excellent 
opportunity for rental income, guest suite, or multi-generational 
living. The attached 2-car garage has a workshop and storage 
area. Manistee is a beautiful town nestled on the sandy shores of 
Lake Michigan and is recognized for its pristine beaches, amazing 
Riverwalk, and fishing on the Little Manistee River.

$425,000

7298 W. M-116 
LUDINGTON

Wonderful 4 bedroom, 4 bath 
home in a great area. Moments 
from the Ludington State Park 
and its miles of sandy Lake Michigan public beaches, just around 
the corner! Spacious floorplan featuring a large living room 
with fireplace, open kitchen/dining area, office area, primary 
bedroom suite with private bathroom, main floor laundry room 
and partially finished basement with a large family room and 4th 
bedroom. Also includes a heated 2 car garage - perfect for all of 
your storage needs. Nestled off the road on a beautiful lot with 
lots of parking. (New well in 2022)

$475,000

520 N. CAMPBELL RD.
BRANCH

Wonderful home nestled on 
15 acres of woods and water! 
This 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath home 
features a spacious kitchen with custom oak cabinets and a 
walk-in pantry, dining room with vaulted ceiling and access to 
the covered deck, spacious main floor bedroom with private 
ensuite, loft area - perfect for a second living room or office and 
partially finished walk-out basement. This amazing setting has 
Weldon Creek running through the property, a large pond and 
wildlife galore. Great location just 20 minutes from Ludington 
on a county maintained, paved road. (Waterfrontage and road 
frontage is approximate. There is additional acreage available for 
purchase).

$450,000



4 • SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | JULY 2025

published by

www.shorelinemedia.net

© Copyright 2025 Shoreline Media

Publisher: Mike Hrycko

Sales:  
Shelley Kovar, Sara McClane, 
Monica Evans

Graphics:  
Judy Lytle, Julie Eilers,  
Madelyn Kerbyson

News: Lois Tomaszewski,  
Marco Iafrate, Shanna Avery, 
Alexis Settler, Cristina Juska, 
Larry Launstein Jr.

Circulation:  
Jeriann Steiger

Ludington Daily News
202 N Rath Ave., 
P.O. Box 340, 
Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5181
(231) 843-4011 fax

Oceana’s Herald-Journal
123 State Street, 
PO Box 190, 
Hart, MI 49420
(231) 873-5602
(231) 873-4775 fax

White Lake Beacon
PO Box 98
Whitehall, MI 49461
(231) 894-5356
(231) 873-4775 fax

Local news mattersc

OCEANA’S HERALD-JOURNAL
WHITE LAKE BEACON

LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS
MEDIA

4 signs 
of potential 

electrical hazards 
in a home

Homeowners know that the 
work of maintaining a home 
is never done. Cleaning is a 
daily task associated with 
homeownership, and such 
sessions can reveal more than 
dust buildup or dirty walls 
and surfaces.

When cleaning a home, 
homeowners can pull double 
duty and look for poten-
tially hazardous situations. 
For example, vacuuming and 
dusting sessions can present 
a great opportunity to spot 
electrical hazards that might 
otherwise go unseen. With 
that in mind, homeowners 
can keep an eye out for these 
four signs of potential elec-
trical hazards when working 
around the house.

1. Tingling when touching 
an electrical appliance: The 
National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) advises home-
owners to call a qualified elec-
trician immediately if they 
experience a tingling feeling 
when touching an electri-
cal appliance. The Electrical 
Safety Office notes experienc-
ing a tingle or the feeling of 
being shocked is not normal. 
Homeowners who experience 
such a feeling should avoid 
the location and warn others 
in the home to do the same.

2. Wall outlets that look or 
feel unusual: Wall outlets do 
not garner much attention, 

as many are low enough to be 
out of sight or even behind 
furniture. So a cleaning ses-
sion might be the only time 
homeowners will notice is-
sues with wall outlets. The 
NFPA notes discolored outlets 
or outlets that feel warm to 
the touch is a sign of an elec-
trical problem. Various issues 
can cause outlets to look or 
feel unusual. An outlet could 
be short-circuiting or wires 
could be damaged, and each 
issue merits the attention of 
a qualified electrician.

3. Foul odors: An odor that 
calls to mind burning rubber 
is another indicator of an 
electrical problem. Various 
electrical experts indicate 
such odors can be indica-
tive of damaged wiring, an 
overloaded circuit or loose 
connections, each of which 
poses a significant safety 
hazard. The NFPA urges 
homeowners to contact a 
qualified electrician imme-
diately if they sense a smell 
of burning rubber in their 
homes.

4. Flickering lights: Home-
owners won’t need to wait 
until cleaning sessions to 
notice flickering lights. Such 
flickering is hard to miss 
regardless of what residents 
are doing inside a home. 
Sometimes lights flicker 
because of a loose bulb, so 

homeowners who notice flick-
ering should first turn off the 
light, let the bulb cool down 
if need be and then check to 
make sure it isn’t loose. If the 
bulb isn’t loose, then lights 
could be flickering for a mul-
titude of reasons. A loose 
connection can cause flicker-
ing, as can an overloaded cir-
cuit. Homeowners also may 
not realize that not all bulbs 

and dimmer switches are de-
signed to work together. For 
example, modern LED light 
bulbs often require the in-
stallation of specific dimmer 
switches or the lights won’t 
operate properly. Flickering 
can result if these products 
are not compatible. If a home 
is old, then flickering lights 
could be due to old wiring 
that needs to be replaced.



SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | JULY 2025 • 5

LAKE MICHIGAN FARMHOUSE AND BARN HOUSE

8282 W HARRISON RD, MEARS, MI 49436

5 BEDS  |  5.5 BATHS  |  5,118 SQ FT  |  20.75 ACRES  |  687 FT OF SANDY SHORELINE
LISTED AT $6,700,000

WWW.CBGREATLAKES.COM

2332 N COMFORT DRIVE  |  HART, MI 49420 
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY  OWNED AND OPERATED.

231.873.5600

Find Your Dream

Brad   |   Mindie   |   Sue   |   Andy   |   Brie   |   Michelle
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Steve Burns, Broker Owner  (231)266-5447

Audrey L. Taber, Realtor  (231)729-1902 Zuzanna Gorski, Realtor  (630)732-0737

We would love to

help you buy or sell your little 

piece of Lake County Paradise.

We specialize in vacation, 

recreation and vacant land 

properties. Call today!

Downtown Irons Office: (231) 266-5447 | 5739 W 10 1/2 Mile Rd, Irons | Bass Lake Office: by appointment

www.ironsrealestate.com • Your Home Town Realtor since 1974

Steve Burns, Broker Owner
(231) 266-5447

Josh Rose, Realtor
(231) 729-4023

Audrey L. Taber, Realtor
(231) 729-1902

Steve Burns, Broker Owner  (231)266-5447

Audrey L. Taber, Realtor  (231)729-1902 Zuzanna Gorski, Realtor  (630)732-0737

Steve Burns, Broker Owner  (231)266-5447

Audrey L. Taber, Realtor  (231)729-1902 Zuzanna Gorski, Realtor  (630)732-0737

Steve Burns, Broker Owner  (231)266-5447

Audrey L. Taber, Realtor  (231)729-1902 Zuzanna Gorski, Realtor  (630)732-0737

Perennials for your garden
Gardening is a rewarding 

hobby that provides a great 
reason to get outdoors. Get-
ting one’s hands dirty in the 
garden often pays off with a 
colorful, awe-inspiring and 
aesthetically appealing fin-
ished product. 

Perennials are plants that 
live multiple years. Even 
though perennials may die 
back above ground each win-
ter, their roots remain alive, 
which is why the colorful 
blooms typically return anew 
once warm weather makes 
a comeback. Gardeners who 
want to capitalize on the 
hardiness of perennials can 
consider these plants for their 
gardens this season.

• Coreopsis: Coreopsis are 
perennials that thrive in a 

wide range of conditions, in-
cluding various types of soil. 
So gardeners who find their 
soil is predominantly clay 
as well as those with sandy 
soil may be able to success-
fully plant coreopsis on their 
properties. Better Homes & 
Gardens notes coreopsis are 
native to the United States 
and produce colorful blooms 
that can withstand hot and 
dry weather throughout the 
summer.

• Russian sage: Russian 
sage produce purplish-blue 
flowers that BHG notes retain 
their color for weeks. Russian 
sage can be planted in a vari-
ety of the hardiness zones de-
fined by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and many gar-
dening experts recommend 

them to gardeners whose 
local climates tend to be espe-
cially hot and dry. 

• Hellebore: BHG notes hel-
lebore are ideal for gardeners 
who want some color in the 
early days of spring. Helle-

bore, sometimes referred to 
as “Lenten Roses,” have an 
early flowering season, so 
their blooms, which can be 
pink, white, purple, yellow, 
green, rose, or purple, can be 
a welcome sign in spring. 
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Home renovations are wildly popular, and that popularity 
can be traced to a number of factors. Some homeowners reno-
vate their homes with their own comfort in mind, while others 
do so to improve the resale value of the property. For those 
in the latter group, a recognition of renovations that yield the 
highest return on investment may help them decide which 
projects to pursue. According to the housing market research 
and analytics firm Zonda Media, a garage door replacement 
offered the highest return on investment in the American real 
estate market in 2024, earning a whopping 194 percent return 
on homeowners’ initial investment. An entry door replacement 
with steel door offered the second best ROI at 188 percent of 
homeowners’ initial investment, while replacing siding with 
stone veneer was third on the list with an average ROI of 153 
percent.

Did you know?



Deb StevenSon Group

GREENRIDGE REALTY

1009 N Ferry St, Ludington
1 bed, 1 bath, Fully renovated

large lot, close to beach
$294,000

5 Georgia Ct, Pentwater
2 bed, 2 bath, spacious family room 
2 car garage, Clubhouse with Pool

$399,000

115 N Emily St, Ludington
4 bed, 2.5 bath, 3 story brick home

full basement, blocks from downtown
$315,000

7293 M-116, Ludington
4 bed, 2 bath , finished walkout

2 car garage, wooded setting
$475,000

224 Lakeside Dr, Ludington
2 bed, 2 full bath, Garage available

community pool, 1 mile to downtown
$369,900

401 W Ludington Ave, #208
1 bed, 1 bath, onsite laundry

underground parking, downtown living 
$295,000

2253 W US 10, Ludington
16,000 sq ft building, 24x40 pole barn

3.32 acres on US 10, 100+ Parking spots
$729,000

620 N Lakeshore Dr., Ludington
3 bed, 2 bath, renovated & ready

spacious backyard, near Stearns Park beach
$419,000

7431 W Buchanan Rd, Shelby
10 acres on Homer Lake, 300’ water frontage

3 bed, 2.5 bath, walkout lower level
$700,000

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

4714 N Lincoln Rd, Ludington
4 bed, 2 bath, Finished lower level

5 acres, 2 car garage
$435,000

705.5 E Ludington Ave
3 bed, 2 bath, opend floor plan
wood floors, finished basement

$339,000

805 E Filer St
3 bed, 2 bath, large kitchen

full basement, detached garage
$275,000

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

482 S Hancock St, Pentwater
Commercial storefront, 1,100 sq. ft.

Prime downtown location, across from City Marina
$180,000

NEW LISTING

2351 E US 10, Custer
Beauty Bank Salon, distinctive architecture

high traffic area, ample parking
$200,000

825 W US 10, Scottville
1.58 acres on US 10, 3,200 sq ft commercial bldg
land contract terms available, 153’ road frontage

$485,000

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING
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FILER
CREDIT UNION

BANK FROM ANYWHERE WITH

FILERCU.COM
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Change is in the air when a 
new year arrives. People often 
use the turn of the calendar as 
an opportunity to redecorate 
living spaces or revamp their 
wardrobes. As individuals 
narrow down their projects, 
they may want to incorporate 
a fresh and trendy palette of 
colors. For 2025, the options 
are decidedly warm, cozy and 
earthy.

Industry color experts rou-
tinely recommend hues that 
can elevate homes, offices 
and other spaces. The follow-
ing is a selection of shades 
that insiders predict will color 
the world for the coming year.

Quietude
Sherwin-Williams has 

named Quietude its color of 

the year. This soft sage color 
exudes serenity and under-
stated luxury. Grayish-green 
with a touch of blue, Quietude 
is a soothing color of tranquil-
ity. Sherwin-Williams also of-
fers a Color Collection of the 
Year that includes Convivial 
Yellow, Spiced Cider, and No-
madic Desert, among others.

Mocha Mousse
The title of Pantone® Color 

of the Year 2025 belongs to 
Mocha Mousse. Just as the 
name implies, this rich, warm 
brown suggests the intoxi-
cating qualities of coffee and 
chocolate. It can create a feel-
ing of comfort in any space, 
or even serve as the basis of 
a chocolate wardrobe color 
palette. According to Leatrice 

Eiseman, executive director of 
the Pantone Color Institute, 
Mocha Mousse is “sophis-
ticated and lush, yet at the 
same time an unpretentious 
classic.”

Purple Basil
Glidden’s 2025 color of the 

year title belongs to Purple 
Basil, a dusty, neutral violet 
purple hue with mauve under-
tones. It embraces rich, warm 
energy, and is equally at home 
in a bedroom as it is in a din-
ing room. 

Cinnamon Slate
Cinnamon Slate is moody 

and introspective. This Ben-
jamin Moore color blends 
rich plum and chocolate 
brown that the company calls 

“adaptable, yet distinct.” In 
fact, it is quite similar to Glid-
den’s color of the year, but a 
tad more brown in nature. 

Caramelized
Homeowners may want 

to consider Caramelized, an 
earthy terracotta brown that 
is Dunn-Edwards’ 2025 Color 
of the Year. Caramelized is 
versatile and elegant, and it 
complements both modern 
and vintage interiors.

Elderton
Paula Taylor, Graham & 

Brown’s head stylist and 
trend specialist, calls Elderton 
“a chameleon color that can 
be sophisticated yet cozy.” 
This medium brown is con-
temporary.

Earthy colors dominate 2025

1442 W. TYLER RD.
HART

A rare find--over 1000’ of Pentwater River frontage 
on 3 scenic parcels totaling 51 acres of picturesque 
land!  A 3 bd.log home with 1579 SF, stone fireplace 
and main floor living; 3 spacious outbuildings, hay 
fields, wooded property with 
trails overlooking the river, and 
a stable and pasture.  Great 
opportunity for a hobby farm, 
deer hunter, fisherman or nature 
lover!

LAUREL ZWIT
Realtor®

231.557.4345
lzwit@greenridge.com
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231-845-0363
www.C21Bayshore.com

111 E. Ludington Ave.
Ludington, MI 49431

Bayshore Real Estate

6515 Maple, Ludington
• 3BR/2BA Close to Hamlin Lake
• Pole Barn, Just Over an Acre

$239,000

2717 N. Sherman, Ludington
• 2 Homes, 4 Outbuildings, 9 Acres
• Beautifully Wooded, RV Hookup

$549,900

6105 E. US 10, Custer
• 9.46 Acres with 32x46 Pole Barn
• PB has Garage/Shop/Living Quarters

$165,000

300 S. Rath #1, Ludington
• First Floor, Corner, Studio Condo
• Lake Michigan/SS Badger Views

$209,000

929 S. Washington, Ludington
• Upper 2 BR/2BA, Oversized Garage
• Beautiful PM Lake/Lake MI View

$398,000

2317 S. Tuttle, Scottville
• 3 Bed, 3 Bath Home on 4 Acres
• Barn, 2 Car Garage

$349,900

6566 E. Stolberg, Fountain
• 3 BR/2 BA With Private Setting
• Granite, New Kitchen Appliances

$149,900

S. Lakeshore #26, Ludington
• 158 Ft. Lake Michigan Frontage
• 2.9 Acre Building Site

$525,000

502 W. Loomis, Ludington
• Four 50’x100’ Building Sites
• Gorgeous Marina/Harbor Views

$325,000 Ea.

2180 S. Lakeshore, Ludington
• Lake Michigan Views
• Gorgeous 4 BR/4BA Home

$895,000

3897 N. Chief Pontiac Trail, Branch
• Updated Sauble River home, 2 BR/1BA
• Quartz Counters, FP, Large Pole Barn

$335,000

5407 Sioux, Pentwater
• Spectacular 4 BR/3BA Smart Home
• 4 Car Garage, Pentwater Lake Access

$795,000

4037 N. Jebavy, Ludington
• Unique 3 Bed/3 Bath Home
• 2 Acres, 3 Car Gar, Nat. Gas, A/C

$299,999

10412 W. Woodrow, Shelby
• Lake Michigan/Pickle Ball Access
• 4BR/3BA Home Close to Silver Lake

$449,900

S. Lakeshore, Ludington
• 200 Feet Lake Michigan Frontage
• Panoramic Views, 3.9 Acres

$450,000

1658 Ridgeview Ct, Ludington
• 1560 Sq. Ft. Ranch, Walkout Basement
• 5 Garage Bays, RV/Boat Awning

$459,900

Mike Healy
231.690.7834

Norma Sheffield
231.690.7553

Peri Lundberg
231.590.0711

Kevin Leavitt
231.845.7277

Kim Mesyar
231.794.8111

Ann Wisniewski
231.755.5555

Brian Mulherin
231.690.0872

Dave Skridulis
231.690.6803

Debbie Bush
231.852.0117

J.P. Duvendeck
231.907.5757

Kelly Smith
231.233.2227

Jim Coleman
231.907.9180

Jim Foster
231.923.6744

Sandy Lovewell
Office Manager



Tips to make a bedroom a more relaxing space
Homes are often character-

ized as sanctuaries. A home’s 
interior spaces can provide a 
respite from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life no matter 
what’s going on in the outside 
world.
Perhaps no space inside 
a home should be 
more relaxing than a 
bedroom. But bedrooms 
are not impervious to 
the hectic pace of life 
unless homeowners make 
a concerted effort to 
transform these spaces 
into relaxing respites. By 
implementing a variety of 
strategies, homeowners can 
ensure bedrooms embody 
the notion that homes 
are sanctuaries for their 
residents. 

Install new window 
treatments

Blinds, curtains, shades, 
and other window treat-

ments come in a variety of 
styles and colors, ensuring 
there’s at least one out there 
that can match an existing 
design scheme in a bedroom. 
Window treatments can be 
utilized to create a cozy vibe 
in a bedroom, blocking out 
lights from outside, including 
natural light from the sun and 
moon but also street lamps 
and decorative lights from 
neighboring properties. This 
can ensure bedrooms are a 
peaceful and welcoming re-
spite when homeowners and 
residents return home each 
night.

Make the room a device-
free zone

If escapism is an end goal, 
then turning a bedroom 
into a device-free zone is a 
must. Televisions, tablets 
and smartphones ensure the 
distractions and stressors of 

everyday life are never too far 
away, so removing these de-
vices from bedrooms can help 
to establish a more peace-
ful bedroom environment. In 
addition, the National Sleep 
Foundation reports that using 
devices in a bedroom tends 
to reduce sleep duration by 
delaying the time users go to 
sleep.

Reconsider the lighting
Bedroom lighting is another 

variable that merits consider-
ation when trying to trans-
form the space into a more 
relaxing room. Ambient light-
ing can be utilized to create a 
soft and welcoming atmo-
sphere in the room. Dimma-
ble lights also allow residents 
to adjust the amount of light 
depending on the time of day. 
Lights can be bright when get-
ting dressed in the morning, 
and then turned down when 
residents are going to bed and 

want to unwind before clos-
ing their eyes.

Clear out clutter
A cluttered bedroom is 

more than an eyesore. The 
Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners notes 
that clutter can contribute to 
anxiety and adversely affect 
individuals’ ability to sleep 
and focus. Examine bedrooms 
to see if there is any unneces-
sary or overly bulky furnish-
ings that make the spaces 
feel cramped and cluttered. 
Remove those items when 
possible, or consider working 
with a contractor to expand 
the room if budget and space 
allows.

Bedrooms can be respites 
within the larger sanctuary 
that homes are meant to be. 
That’s especially so when resi-
dents implement strategies 
to transform bedrooms into 
more relaxing spaces.

12 • SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | JULY 2025



SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | JULY 2025 • 13

Right
by you

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4593 W. US 10, LUDINGTON, MI
231-690-7010     www.wedryit.info

Free Estimates on All
Remodeling Services

Count on Us for All Your
Restoration Needs

Professional Damage
Restoration and Remodeling Services

Serving Grand Rapids to Manistee

We offer complete damage restoration services.
From fire damage restoration to

water damage restoration.

 

IN  LUDINGTON

216 E. Ludington Ave.
231.425.5555
Call Anytime
lakeshore.team@metromtg.com

CONVENTIONAL  • USDA • FHA • MSHDA • VA

Low Down Payment

New Purchases • New Construction 
Refinance • Bruised Credit OK

NMLS 129386
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8 games to try at your backyard bash

Games can enhance any 
outdoor function. Wheth-
er at the beach or in one’s 
backyard, activities can keep 
guests entertained in between 
the food and other refresh-
ments. And the good news 
is that most games designed 
for these types of functions 
are appropriate for players 
across a wide range of ages.

The following are eight 

games that can add to the 
excitement of any outdoor 
gathering.

1. Ladder toss: Also known 
as ladder golf, this game re-
quires players to toss string-
attached balls onto a ladder-
shaped target. Points are 
awarded depending on which 
rung the ball lands on.

2. Kubb: Pronounced 
“KOOB,” this Swedish lawn 
game believed to have origi-
nated during the era of the Vi-
kings and is best described as 
a blend of bowling and horse-
shoes. Two teams compete to 
knock over their opponents’ 
wooden blocks by throwing 
batons.

3. Cornhole: Many people 
have played cornhole, which 
involves tossing bean bags 
at the cornhole board, The ob-

jective is to get the bag into 
the hole or on the board to 
score points. The game can be 
played as singles or doubles. 
The first team to reach 21 
points wins.

4. Spikeball™: Also called 
Roundnet, this two-on-two 
sport is played by hitting a 
ball off a net with the goal of 
preventing the opposing team 
from returning the ball within 
three touches.

5. Ring toss: This is another 
game that tests hand-eye co-
ordination. Players take turns 
tossing the rings onto the 
target pegs. Each peg is worth 
a different number of points. 
The first player to reach 
the agreed-upon amount of 
points wins.

6. Connect four in a row: Gi-
ant versions of familiar table-

top games also are available 
for yard use. With this game, 
players need to get four chips 
in a row, either up and down 
or diagonal.

7. Kan Jam®: Similar to 
cornhole or horseshoes, Kan 
Jam® features two teams of 
two that alternate between 
throwing a frisbee and trying 
to deflect it. The goal is to get 
the frisbee into the can.

8. Rollers: Goals are placed 
25 feet apart and then play-
ers roll wooden discs to try to 
get closest to the goal. Each 
side of the disc has a differ-
ent number to determine the 
point value.

Backyard events can be en-
hanced with some game play. 
There are plenty of fun op-
tions for your next gathering.
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Signs an AC unit may need replaced
Summer is a season of re-

laxation. Warm air, longer 
hours of daylight and vaca-
tions from school and work 
make summer a laid back 
time of year.

Many people enjoy the 
warmer air of summer, but 
it’s important to have a cool 
place to retreat once temper-
atures become particularly 
warm. That means a well-
cooled home with an air con-
ditioning system operating at 
peak capacity. A new HVAC 
system can last between 15 
and 25 years. Homeowners 
whose systems are at least 
a decade and a half old can 
keep an eye out for the fol-
lowing signs that an HVAC 
may need to be replaced.

• Higher energy bills: En-
ergy costs can vary widely 
by location, but homeown-

ers know that their energy 
bills have been on the rise 
for years. FirstEnergy esti-
mated that energy costs for 
New Jersey residents in 2025 
could increase by more than 
19 percent by the middle of 
the year, a point in time when 
many Garden State residents 
begin using their air condi-
tioning units every day. That 
can make it hard to gauge 
if higher energy bills are a 
reflection of market price in-
creases or a unit that needs 
replacement. But higher en-
ergy bills could indicate a unit 
is not working efficiently, 
which is a telltale sign of an 
HVAC that may need to be 
replaced. Compare energy 
bills from a year ago to cur-
rent bills, and then factor in 
the price increase. If energy 
consumption is on the rise 

compared to a year ago, that 
could indicate an HVAC unit 
is working less efficiently.

• A humid home: Humidity 
is a part of summer, but it’s 
typically felt outdoors, not 
inside. A home with a humid 
interior while the AC is run-
ning could indicate a problem 
with the HVAC unit. Accord-
ing to HVAC.com, a function-
ing HVAC unit utilizes an 
evaporator coil to pull excess 
water vapor from the air in a 
home and drain it away from 
the home. If the air inside 
a home is humid, the unit 
might be having a mechanical 
issue that’s preventing this 
important task from being 
performed.

• Frequent repairs: A tell-
tale sign a unit needs to be 
replaced is the need for fre-
quent repairs. Homeowners 

who are now on a first-name 
basis with their HVAC con-
tractor may want to ask that 
professional if it’s time to 
replace the unit. Money be-
ing spent on frequent repairs 
may be better repurposed to-
ward financing the purchase 
of a new unit that could last 
as long as a quarter century.

• Poor air flow: An HVAC 
unit operating at peak capac-
ity will produce a steady flow 
of cool air through the vents 
throughout a home. Poor air 
flow through those vents 
means it will take longer than 
normal to cool a home, and 
homeowners can put their 
hands near the vents to see 
how well or how poorly air is 
flowing through them. If air 
is flowing poorly, the unit will 
have to work harder to cool 
the home.




