TN2x

=0

,.-74 \\\ T

Agsociation

SINCE 1936




LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS /WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR | SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2026

West Mickipan

Everyone is invited and welcomed
to support area youth who have
raised top quality animals which will
help further their education

Saturday, August 15 « Beginning at 11:00 am

Located in the Show/Sale Barn #11

The West Michigan Livestock Counecil
Invites you to the 2026 Youth Livestock
Auction at the Western Michigan Fair

Acres Co-op

Adams Construction & General
Contracting

At the Peak Roofing

Blarney Castle

Brackett Snowplowing
Callesen Wealth Management
Cameron Bros.

Christy Anderson

Clean Cut Lawncare
Congressman John Moolenaar
Cooper Woodworks

Corewell Health

Country Equine/Dr. Rex Payne
Country View Farms

Dan Morse

Dan & Kara Kriesel

Dave’s Meat Cuts

Depot Cottage

Dr. Lew Squires

Dreamweaver Lures

Ed Pylman

Fishing Affair Charters
Gillison’s Variety & Fabrication
Grace Servinski

Griswold Family Dentistry
Hackert Orchards

Hang’em High Hops

Harborfront Financial
Heirloom Construction
J.Heck & Sons

Jacob Tiles

Jean Long

Jesse Petersen Farm
Joel Englebrecht

Joel Zwier

John & Karen Lammi
John & Theresa Shoop
John Shafer & Son
Justin & Angela Hackert
Kathy Bromley

Ken & Donna Miszewski
Ken Adams Excavating
Keystone Cooperative

Kusebuski Electric
LaBranz Asparagus Farm
Lane Stotler

Farm Bureau Insurance
Larsen’s Landscaping
Larson’s Ace Hardware
Larson’s Excavating
Lela’s Kettle Corn
Ludington Beverage
Ludington Dairy Queen
Luke’s Painting LLC
Magee Insurance
Major Farms
Maplewood Construction
Mark Schwendner
Mary Johnson

Mason County Dairy Council
Mason County Farm Bureau
Matt & Sarah Wood

Mauer Equine Sports Care
Meijer

Merskin & Merskin
Metalworks

Mike & Jody Teague

Napa

Nick Johnson

Nick & Samantha Genter
Northside Market

Overmyer Acres

Padnos

PB&J Boer Goats

PB& J Farms

P&M Farms

Pere Marquette Winery
Petersen & Sons

Pine Haven Farms
Quickway

Ranch Productions

Ray & Sally Wittlieff

Reams Concrete

Robert & Sara Hilton
Runningwell Meat & Produce
Safe Harbor Credit Union
Sanders

Scott & Becky Tyndall

Scott DeVayst

Shane & Melissa Ruboyianes

Shea Farms

Shelby State Bank
Simone Family Dentistry
Smith & Eddy Insurance
Springdale Farms

SRM Concrete

Steve & Kendra Salamey
Steven Roach
Storybook Ranch

Ten 31 Stop

The Market

The Meat Shop

The Wooden Paddle
Thurow Farms

Tiles Farms Trucking
Tom & Patricia Ezdebski
Tony Jabrocki

Treetop Meadows

Tricia Keith

Tridonn Construction
Turf Care Mole Man
Watson’s

Weldon Creek Farms
West Shore Bank

Wild West Express
Wood Genetics

Wyman Funeral Home

For more information please view the WMLC Facebook page or eall or text Jolene Babbin at 231-233-4176



EXTENDED HOURS
EXTENDED SUPPORT

SUPPORT WHEN

YOU CANDOIT. IT MATTERS MOST

MOBILE CRISIS &

WE CAN H E LP " BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

URGENT CARE

PUEDES HACERLO. 1-800-992-2061
NOSOTRAS PODEMOS AYUDAR.

Hart
105 Lincoln St. West Michigan

231-873-2108 p MH
Baldwin Ludington

1090 N. Michigan Ave. 920 Diana. St.
231-745-4659 231-845-6294

Renew. Rebuild. Recover.
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Before the midway opens, before the
first tractor hooks to the sled and before
demolition derby cars crash into one an-
other, horses take to the track at the Ma-
son County Fairgrounds.

Harness racing once again opens the
Western Michigan Fair schedule with
Great Lakes Stakes Harness Racing at 4:30
p.m. Monday, Aug. 10, followed by Michi-
gan Bred Colt Stakes Harness Racing at 1
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 11, before the evening
tractor and truck pull.

While today’s races are held at the Ma-
son County Fairgrounds near Scottville,
the tradition dates back much farther.

In a 2019 Ludington Daily News
column, local historian James Jensen
traced Mason County’s fair history

Ludington
Lock &

Kirk E. Myers - Owner
502 N. Williom Street

Key © bl

to the original fairgrounds at what is
now Oriole Field in Ludington. After
the Mason County Agricultural Society
purchased the property in 1877, alarge
clay race track became the centerpiece
of the annual fair.

Harness racing was the primary attrac-
tion, Jensen wrote, with horses pulling
lightweight sulkies around the oval while
spectators watched from the grandstand.

The fair eventually moved to its current
location near Scottville, where harness
racing remained a staple for generations
before disappearing from the schedule
for several years.

When the races returned in 2017,
then-Western Michigan Fair Association
President Mike Stakenas said bringing

SINCE 1982

P.O. Box 404, Ludington, MI 49431

Phone: 231-843-3754 / 1-877-372-1100
Fax: 231-425-3241
Email: locknkey@chartermi.net

them back was a way to reconnect the fair
with its agricultural heritage.

“It has been a number of years since
we have held harness racing at the fair-
grounds,” Stakenas told the Ludington
Daily News in 2017. “I think it is a great
opportunity to exhibit some of our agri-
cultural heritage to the community.”

The races remain part of a larger Michi-
gan tradition.

According to the Michigan Harness
Horsemen’s Association, Ludington is
one of eight county fair stops on the Mich-
igan Bred Colt Stakes circuit for young
Michigan-bred Standardbred horses. The
association has represented Michigan’s
Standardbred owners, breeders, trainers
and drivers since 1947.

Harness Racing
Schedule

MONDAY, AUG. 10

» Great Lakes Stakes Harness
Racing

e 4:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, AUG. 11

« Michigan Bred Colt Stakes
Harness Racing

o1l pm.

Hamess Racing again opensﬁ the Westem Michigan Fair

Unlike Thoroughbred racing, har-
ness racing features horses pulling
two-wheeled carts known as sulkies,
with drivers seated behind the horse.
Success depends on maintaining the
horse’s gait while negotiating the oval
track at speed.

For fairgoers, the races offer a chance
to experience one of the fair’s oldest at-
tractions before the week’s grandstand
entertainment shifts to tractor pulls,
bump-and-run racing, rodeo competition,
Supercross and the demolition derby.

Nearly 150 years after horses first raced
at Mason County’s original fairgrounds,
harness racing remains one of the tradi-
tions most closely tied to the agricultural
heritage of the Western Michigan Fair.
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Meet your 2026 Western Michigan Fair
Association Board of Directors

Brandon Quillan John Lammi John Cregg ASSOC"“‘ ion

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President SINCE 1936

Sheri Howe Deby Gustafson Tyler Martz Scott Merz
Secretary Treasurer Executive Director ~ Executive Director

Linda Hackert Daryl Jabrocki Brittany Smith Megan Samuels Andy Quillan

Photos courtesy of Rob Alway, Mason County Press
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10 Fair Experiences You Won't Want to Miss

Explore the Domestic
Arts Building

Award-winning quilts, baked goods,
canned foods, photography, crafts and
the Homemaker of the Year competition
showcase the creativity and talents of
area residents. It’s one of the best plac-
es to appreciate the skills and traditions
that have long been part of the fair.

Where: Domestic Arts Building

Meet
Blossom

New this year, Blossom, a life-size
Holstein exhibit in Barn 17, introduc-
es visitors to Michigan’s dairy indus-
try through an interactive educational
display and mini-museum. It’s a chance
to learn more about one of Michigan’s
leading agricultural industries.

Where: Barn 17

Watch the
Horse Shows

Horse competitions highlight the
partnership between horse and rider,
from halter classes and riding events to
Friday’s Fun Equestrian Games. Wheth-
er you're an equestrian enthusiast or
simply enjoy watching skilled horse-
manship, the arena offers something
different every day.

Where: Horse Arena

Y v v w w v v wv Y

o Jood and Spmta .

DRINKS - FUN

(231) 869-2911 283S. Hancock St., Pentwater, Ml

Experience
Harness Racing

Harness racing returns to the West-
ern Michigan Fairgrounds for three days
of competition, beginning with pre-
fair racing on Sunday and Monday and
continuing on Opening Day Tuesday
with the Michigan Bred Colt Stakes. The
races celebrate one of the fair’s oldest
traditions and reflect its agricultural
heritage, when horse racing was a cen-
terpiece of county fairs.

Where: Grandstand Track

Wander Through
the Exhibit Buildings

Photography, fine arts, floriculture,
horticulture, natural resources and folk
arts reveal the creativity and talents of
exhibitors from across the region. You’ll
find everything from prize-winning
photographs to handcrafted artwork
and floral displays.

Where: Exhibit Buildings

FOOD

DJ TRIVIA
Thursday 7-8:30 PM

DJ BINGO
Friday 9-10:30 PM

LookUp
Tuesday Night

Following the West Michigan Pullers
Tractor & Truck Pull, Great Lakes Fire-
works lights up the sky in one of the
week’s signature events. Families have
long gathered for the display, making
it one of the fair’s most popular tradi-
tions.

Where: Grandstand

AT e

Watch Glass
Become Art

The Hot Glass Academy returns with
live demonstrations showing how mol-
ten glass is transformed into colorful
works of art. Visitors can watch artists
at work throughout the week and learn
about the glassmaking process.

Where: Commercial Area

SAFEHARBORCU.ORG

Attend theYouth
Livestock Auction

Even if you aren’t bidding, the West
Michigan Livestock Council Youth Live-
stock Auction is one of the fair’s sig-
nature traditions. It’s the culmination
of months of work by local youth who
have raised and cared for their livestock
projects.

Where: Sale Arena

Browse Vendor Row

Take time to stroll through Ven-
dor Row and the Commercial Building,
where local businesses, community or-
ganizations and specialty vendors offer
shopping, demonstrations and informa-
tion throughout the week.

Where: Vendor Row & Commercial
Building

Take in the Fair
After Dark

As evening settles over the fairgrounds,
the atmosphere changes. The midway
glows with colorful lights, music drifts
across the grounds, families gather for
grandstand entertainment and the barns
begin to quiet after a busy day. Whether
you're watching Tuesday night’s fire-
works, enjoying an evening grandstand
show or simply taking a leisurely walk
through the fairgrounds, nighttime offers
a different perspective on one of Mason
County’s favorite traditions.

(231)843-2323

Cood Luck! A,

to all Western Michigan Fair Participants!

rt.-r
Harbor

CREDIT UNION

We're cheering you on
and proud to support this
amazing community
tradition.

5511 US 10, LUDINGTON M|



SATURDAY, AUGUST 1,2026 | LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR | 7

No dairy cows, but plenty to learn: Western Michigan
Fair creates dairy exhibit after historic change

STAFF REPORTS

The association’s statement of pur- Another display highlights dairy Hansen said the Mason County Dairy
pose begins with “to help promote agri-  products, including cheese, butter, yo- Association also expects to provide free
For the first time since 1936, fairgoers  culture,” Hansen said, and the new ex- gurt and ice cream. milk on select days during the fair and
attending the Western Michigan Fair will  hibit continues that mission despite the The fair’s former milk house is being will have educational materials available
not see live dairy cows or calves in the absence of live dairy cattle this year. converted into a mini museum featur- for visitors interested in learning more
livestock barns. At the center of the display is Blos- ing both historic and modern artifacts about dairy farming and dairy products.
The change comes as Mason County som, a life-size black-and-white Hol- used in the dairy industry. A continu-
now has only five working dairy farms, stein cow fabricated by Fiberstock Co. ous video will showcase modern dairy
and none of those farm families have in Minnesota. Hansen said Blossom farming, and organizers hope volunteer
children enrolled in 4-H who can exhib-  will stand on the raised platform in the docents will be available to answer visi-
it dairy cattle at the fair, according to dairy barn, where the former dairy par- tors’ questions, Hansen said.
Marcia Hansen, communications coor- lor once operated. The educational project was made
dinator for the Western Michigan Fair Displays around Blossom explain how  possible through support from the
Association. much water a dairy cow drinks each Robert R. and Joan Hasenbank Commu-
To continue educating fairgoers about  day, how many pounds of silage it con- nity Foundation Fund, Michigan Milk
dairy farming, the Western Michigan sumes, how many flakes of hay it eats, Producers, the Mason County Dairy As-
Fair Association has transformed the how much manure it produces and how  sociation and the Western Michigan Fair
dairy barn into an educational exhibit. many gallons of milk it can produce. Association.

JOIN TODAY  ElzE

FILER ~
CREDIT UNION

SAVE | BORROW | INVEST | BUSINESS
QI 12> > 1 >< >4
COMMUNITY BASED

> o] FINANCIAL WELLNESS
Y
Y Yﬂ B:all:- E:T(E IUI.uEIggNtlon | Manistee

MEMBER FOCUSED
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Western Michigan Fair — By the Numbers
AN 27 3 21,000+ 237,811

brings together agri- Permanent buildings are located Full-time seasonal employees help Visitors attended the 2025 Western Total sales generated by the 2025

culture, entertainment, throughout the fairgrounds. operate the fairgrounds each year. Michigan Fair. Youth Livestock Auction.
competition and commu-

nity. Here’s a look at the 1 5 1 2 52 $3 8 49
fairgrounds—and the fair y

itself—by the numbers. Volunteer board members Part-time employee, one custodian ~ Exhibitors entered projects during the Raised for the Childhood Cancer
oversee the Western Michigan Fair and one part-time bookkeeper 2025 fair. (ampaign.
87 Association. help keep the fairgrounds running
throughout the season. 2 71 1 $3 1 41
The Western Michigan Fair celebrates 3 5 t 7 5 J y
its 87th yearin 2026. o 2 4 ooo Individual exhibits were judged. Raised for the West Mich. Livestock
Age range of current board members, 4 + Council Scholarship Fund.
5 o witha median age of about 47. People attended events at the 1 1 2
+ fairgrounds outside of fair week in $1 96 5
Acres make up the Mason County 2025. Youth exhibitors sold livestock
Fairgrounds. projects through the West Michigan Raised for the Sammi Bateson
Livestock Council auction. Memorial Fund.

Proudly Serving The

Community for 101 Years!

Proud Sponsor of the West
Michigan Fair For 54 Years!

OUR GRILL
EALLED

Tt Wants
Sanders Meats.

% CUSTER MICHIGAN 231-757-4768 %
BACON SAUSAGE BEER WINE

HAM LIQUOR



SATURDAY, AUGUST 1,2026 | LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR

Recent Fairgrounds
Improvements

v New Wi-Fi system installed across the fairgrounds.
v/ Four new security cameras added.

v/ Grandstand seating professionally repainted.

v New concrete sidewalk installed to the accessible grandstand ramp.

v Major renovation completed on Building 23.

¢ Improved ventilation in the Domestic Arts Building.

v New ceramic flooring installed in the arena concession stand.

v New privacy fencing and fabricated gates added.

Did You Know?

The Mason County Fairgrounds are active well beyond fair week.
Throughout the year they host equestrian competitions, livestock
shows, community festivals, educational events, job fairs, car shows,
conservation programs and other activities that attract more than
24,000 visitors annually.

CAR I: ER SERVING PROFESSIONAL BUILDERS SINCE 1932

. ~ s ¥ S
¢ o -
E g
SAREALELE F 4] & >
; L\ g E 3 =
& e . v '\V\ 15 Ve AT
| = s 7 Q
\ == % % £
B OO e S SR

2323 West US Hwy. 10, Ludington, Ml | 231-757-9000 | carterlumber.com

Fasteners & adhesives From Foundatlon to Flnlsh—Carter s Got You Covered!
Your all-in-one home improvement store for lumber & building materials

Windows & Doors | Siding | Trim & Molding | Insulation | Pole Barns & Garage Packages
Tools & Hardware | Paint & Stains | Kitchen & Bath Design | Electrical & Plumbing Supplies
Engineered Wood Products | Concrete & Masonry Supplies

f B o
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Special Days at the Western

Whether you're honoring a veteran,
bringing the kids or taking advantage
of special admission offers, the Western
Michigan Fair features themed days and
special activities throughout the week.

Every day at the Western Michigan Fair of-

fers something a little different. From pre-fair
harness racing to free admission opportunities
and activities for veterans, children and seniors,
visitors can plan their trip around the events
and promotions that best fit their interests.

SUNDAY, AUG. 9

Pre-Fair Harness Racing

The fairgrounds come alive before opening
day with pre-fair harness racing beginning at
4:30 p.m. The races provide an early oppor-
tunity to experience one of the fair’s oldest
traditions before the midway opens.

MONDAY, AUG. 10

Great Lakes Stakes Harness Racing
Another afternoon of harness racing begins
at 4:30 p.m., continuing the pre-fair sched-
ule and showcasing Michigan Standardbred
competition.

FARM BUREAU
. INSURANCE"

TUESDAY, AUG. 11

Opening Day & Veterans Appreciation Day
The 87th Western Michigan Fair officially
opens Tuesday.

Veterans receive free gate admission with
proof of military service as part of Veterans
Appreciation Day.

The day’s grandstand schedule includes:

o 1 p.m. — Michigan Bred Colt Stakes
Harness Racing

o 7 p.m. — West Michigan Pullers Tractor
& Truck Pull

¢ 10 p.m. — Great Lakes Fireworks

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 12

Kids Day

Wednesday is dedicated to younger fairgoers
with family-friendly activities and special
midway promotions throughout the day.

The evening concludes with TNT Bump &
Run Racing at 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 13
Senior Citizens Day & Special Kids Day

Michigan Fair

Visitors 60 and older receive free gate ad-
mission throughout the day as part of Senior
Citizens Day.

From noon to 2 p.m., the fair hosts Special
Kids Day, an invitation-only event that pro-
vides children with special needs an opportu-
nity to enjoy the fair in a welcoming, support-
ive environment.

The evening concludes with the Super Kick-
er Rodeo, preceded by a performance from
country musician Dewayne Spaw.

FRIDAY, AUG. 14

Supercross Night
Motorcycle riders take center stage during SJO
Supercross competition beginning at 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUG. 15

Championship Saturday
The final day of the fair begins with the Barn-
yard Boogie 5K at 8 a.m.

Other highlights include the Barn Brawl
Youth Wrestling Tournament, the West
Michigan Livestock Council Youth Live-
stock Auction, and the TNT Mid-Season
Championship Demolition Derby at 6 p.m.

Lane Stotler Agency

Good luck to
all participants at the
2026 Western Michigan Fair,
Stop by our booth
for a chance to win!

-~ \
n
ropnt
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2026 Western Michigan Fair - Full Schedule of Events

MONDAY, AUGUST 10 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
(Many free pre-fair activities. Fair Entrance $5.00 per person - 5 & under free Fair Entrance $5.00 per person - 5 & under free Fair Entrance $5.00 per person - 5 & under free
No Midway or Fair Food) 8:00am - Horse Show Senior Citizens (60 or older) 10:00am - Fun Equestrian Games
3:00pm - Sheep Show 10:00am - Beef Show admitted free 12:00pm - Exhibit Buildings Open
5:00pm - Goat Show * 12:00pm - Exhibit Buildings Open * 9:00am - Poultry Show 3:00pm - Midway Opens - wristbands
4:30pm - Ha.rness.Rgcing . 12:00pm - Midway Opens 12:00pm - Exhibit Buildings Open available daily - please check
6:00 pm - S'[I". E)fhlbltJudgmg . 5pm  available daily - please check 12:00t0 - Special Kids Day - TJSchmidtCarnival.com
fb”"f""gs not open until TSchmidtCarnival.com 2:00pm  Children eligible for this special for current pricing
judging is completed) for current pricing event is by invitation only and 5:00pm - Pedal Pullfor Kids
1:30pm - Rabbit Show must be properly identified 7:00pm - 5)0 Super Cross Racing
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 5:00pm - Midway Opens - please check with a name badge Grandstand Admission $10
Veterans Appreciation Day - to11pm  TSchmidtCarnival.com 12:00pm - Dog Show Pit Passes o5
veterans admitted free for current pricing 3:00pm - Midway Opens - wristbands 11:00pm - Midway Closes
Fair Entrance $5.00 per person - 5 & under free 5:00pm - Kid’s Bike Drawing * available daily - please check SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
9:00am - Swine Show 5:30pm - Western Ml Fair 2026 TJSchmidtCarnival.com Fair Entrance $5.00 per person - 5 & under free
12:00pm - Exhibit Buildings Open Homemaker of the Year - for current pricing 8:00am - Barnyard Boogie - 5K Race
12:00pm - Horse Show Announced in front of 3:00pm - Read for Rides - sponsored by 9:00am - Barn Brawl Youth Wrestling
12:00pm - Harness Racing Domestic Arts Building to11pm  Mason County Libraries and 11:00am - West Ml Livestock Council
3:00pm - Midway Opens- * 7:00pm - TNTBump & Run Racing $10 TJ Schmidt Company Livestock Auction in Show/
to11pm  wristbands avilable Pit Passes $20 7:00pm - Super Kicker Rodeo w/special Sale Barn
daily - please check 11:00pm-  Midway Closes * pre-show entertainment by 12:00pm - Exhibit Buildings Open
TJSchmidtCarnival.com country singer Dewayne Spaw 12:00pm - Midway Opens - wristbands
for current pricing Grandstand admission $15 available daily - please check
7:00 pm - West MI Pullers - Tractor 11:00 pm - Midway closes TJSchmidtCarnival.com
&Truck Pull * for current pricing
Grandstand Admission $10.00 6:00pm - TNT Demolition Derby
10:00 pm - Great Lakes Fireworks a7 Grandstand Admission $15
choreographed to Music - . Pit Passes $25
Grands!t]an?i Admission ‘ng 6S ke ' 11:00 pm - Midway Closes

free to fairgoers
11:00pm - Midway Closes

" - Providing compassionate long-term skilled nursing and rehabilitative care to the community since 1966...
_cBLERRATIN,

i

Join us as we celebrate 60 years of caring, compassion, and community
at Oakview’s 60th Anniversary Party!
We invite the community to stop by for an afternoon of celebration,
memories, and fun as we honor six decades of serving our community.
We look forward to celebrating with you on August 20", 2-4pm!

MASON COUNTY’S

‘OAKVIEW

¢ % MEDICAL CARE FACILITY X Seeyou atOakview 1001 DianaStreet Ludington,Ml 231.845.5185
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Homemaker of the Year Tradition Lives On

The Western Michigan Fair’'s Home-
maker of the Year competition rewards
exhibitors whose talents span multiple
creative disciplines while giving the win-
ner an opportunity to compete for state-
wide honors.

When Pete Wilson was named the West-
ern Michigan Fair’s Homemaker of the
Year in 2025, he didn’t just earn another
blue ribbon. He became the first man to
receive one of the fair’s most prestigious
honors.

His victory also highlighted a competi-
tion that has long been part of the West-
ern Michigan Fair and gives its winner
the opportunity to compete on the state
level.

The competition is open to men and
women age 20 and older from Mason,
Oceana, Manistee and Lake counties. To
compete, entrants must exhibit at least
one project in five of eight categories:
needlework, culinary arts, agriculture,
fine arts, horticulture, folk arts, photog-
raphy and floriculture. Contestants also
prepare an educational poster explain-
ing how to make one of their entered
projects. A points system determines the
winner, and previous winners must wait
one year before competing again.

Winning the local title is only the first
step.

According to Lisa Reiff, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Association of Fairs
and Exhibitions, the Michigan Homemak-
er of the Year program traces its roots to
the Michigan State Fair and has existed
for at least 40 years.

When the Michigan State Fair in Detroit
closed, county fairs across Michigan
worked with MAFE to keep the competi-
tion alive by rotating the statewide con-
test among host fairs, Reiff said.

“Like most things at the fair, the con-
test has stayed current with the times but
continues to have strong ties to the tra-
dition of the program,” Reiff wrote in an
email to the Ludington Daily News.

While quilting, baking, sewing, canning
and gardening remain at the heart of the
competition, exhibitors today also com-
pete with projects in photography, infor-
mation technology, marketing and other
creative disciplines, she said.

Today, only 16 Michigan county fairs
sponsor Homemaker of the Year com-
petitions, according to Reiff, making the
Western Michigan Fair one of a select
group continuing the tradition.

There was a time when the future of
the competition was uncertain.

In 1999, the Ludington Daily News re-
ported there were no entries for Home-
maker of the Year. Fair officials cited de-
clining participation and suspended the
competition for that year.

The hiatus proved temporary.

After being named the 2007 Western
Michigan Fair Homemaker of the Year,
Lois Gieleghem advanced to the Michi-
gan Homemaker of the Year competition.
At the time, contestants completed an
extensive questionnaire and were judged
on communication, poise and commu-
nity involvement in addition to their ac-
complishments at the county fair.

Barb Robidoux earned the 2015 title
after entering about 150 exhibits that in-
cluded canned goods, vegetables, flowers,
artwork and antiques.

Julie Tews won in 2017 after entering
40 exhibits and earning 24 blue ribbons.
A painter, gardener and floral designer,
she claimed the title again in 2022.

“T just want everybody to understand
that anybody can do it,” Tews said after
her second Homemaker of the Year title.
“Twish everybody would try it.”

In 2023, Christiana Griswold won in her
first year of competition after entering
projects in nearly every qualifying cate-
gory.

“I'was not expecting to win,” Griswold
said. “It’s almost like a relief, like, ‘All that
work paid off.””

Wilson’s victory in 2025 marked the
first time a man had received the Western
Michigan Fair's Homemaker of the Year ti-
tle, adding another milestone to the com-
petition’s history.

The Homemaker of the Year contest is
just one part of the fair’s competitive ex-
hibits. In her annual report to the Mason
County Board of Commissioners, West-
ern Michigan Fair Association President
Marcia Hansen noted that 252 exhibitors
entered 2,711 exhibits during the 2025
fair, reflecting the depth of participation

in the fair’s exhibition program.

Visitors walking through the Domes-
tic Arts and Floriculture buildings this
August won't just see blue-ribbon quilts,

paintings, canned goods and flower
arrangements. They’ll see the work of
exhibitors competing for one of the fair’s
highest honors.

- Buyers of standing timber

- We specialize in selective
harvests, timber stand
improvements

- Bonded and insured

FREEPORT MICHIGAN

319 Oak Street, Freeport, Mi 49325

Contact 616-765-5103
or 800-860-wood
to set up an evaluation
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Homemaker of the Year

MILESTONES

+ 1999: Competition suspended after receiving no entries.

+2007: Lois Gieleghem wins Western Michigan Fair Home-
maker of the Year and advances to the Michigan
Homemaker of the Year competition.

+ 2015: Barb Robidoux wins after entering about 150 exhibits.

«2017: Julie Tews earns the title with 40 exhibits and 24 blue
ribbons.

¢ 2022: Tews becomes a two-time Homemaker of the Year.

+ 2023: Christiana Griswold wins in her first year of competi-
tion.

« 2025: Pete Wilson becomes the first man to be named West-
ern Michigan Fair Homemaker of the Year.

AUTO PARTS
ASPHALT e —

PARTS, TOOLS & ACCESSORIES
PAVING &

SUPPLY 3351 W US 10, Ludington, Ml 49431 | 231-845-1221
COMPANY Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm, Saturday 8:00am - 2:00pm

WE ARE HERE TO KEEP YOUR
OPERATION RUNNING!

BATTERIES - FILTERS

Rieth-Riley is a full service asphalt paving company handling
all sizes of projects, ranging from small patch projects
to major highway reconstruction

MECHANICS TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
CUSTOM HYDRAULICHOSE ASSEMBLIES
MADE WHILE YOU WAIT!

PRODUCTS R
ASPHALT SUPPLY * AGGREGATE SUPPLY « RECYCLED MATERIALS \Z{

SERVICES

ASPHALT PAVING « CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION AND PAVING q{[ETH- ILEY
SITE PREPARATION & EXCAVATOR

100% Employee Owned

LUDINGTON -+« 5621 W. 1ST ST.  231-845-7031
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A First-Timer's Guide to the Show Ring

The livestock barns are among the busiest places at the Western Michigan Fair.
Here’s what to watch for — and how to get the most from your Visit,

For many first-time fairgoers, stepping
into the livestock barns can be a little in-
timidating.

There’s a judge in the center of the

support the livestock shows and exhibits

that remain at the heart of the fair.

Whether you're watching cattle, pigs,
sheep, goats, horses, rabbits, poultry or

ring, exhibitors carefully positioning
their animals and spectators lining the
fence. It may look complicated, but you
don’t need a background in agriculture to
appreciate what’s happening.

Although many visitors come for the
midway rides and grandstand entertain-
ment, Western Michigan Fair Association
President John Lammi said in a 2024 in-
terview that the community continues to

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears

dogs, every show represents months —
and sometimes a full year — of work by
exhibitors who have raised, cared for and
prepared their animals for fair week.
Here are a few things to watch for.

Watch the Exhibitor, Too

The animals may be the stars of the
show, but don’t overlook the young peo-

Be lsterh b‘ mthe da J(1f
grey ng ayorjyourtoury
MI49436 |

ple leading them.

In showmanship classes, judges eval-
uate how exhibitors present and handle
their animals. Confidence, control, at-
tentiveness and proper handling all play
an important role. In other classes, the
emphasis shifts primarily to the animal
itself.

According to the Western Michigan Fair
Premium Book, exhibitors are expect-
ed to conduct themselves with courtesy
and sportsmanship while demonstrating
proper care and handling of their animals
throughout the competition.

Every Species Has Its Own
Standards

No two animal shows are judged exact-
ly alike.

According to the Western Michigan Fair
Premium Book, judges evaluate each spe-
cies using standards appropriate for that
animal and class. Market classes focus
on qualities that make the animal desir-
able for meat production, while breeding
classes emphasize traits associated with
quality breeding stock.

Rabbits and poultry are examined in-
dividually on judging tables, while cattle,
sheep, goats and swine are generally eval-
uated as they're presented in the show
ring. Horse and dog classes vary depend-
ing on the competition.

The biggest animal doesn’t necessarily
win. Judges compare each entry against
the accepted standards for its breed and
class.

Appearance Matters

Preparing for the fair involves much
more than bringing an animal to the
grounds.

The Premium Book reminds exhibitors
that they are representing both them-
selves and the Western Michigan Fair. It
encourages attire that keeps the focus
on the animal and notes that exhibitors
should avoid clothing that distracts from
their project.

Animals also are expected to be clean,
healthy and well groomed before enter-
ing the ring.

Good Sportsmanship Counts

The Premium Book outlines expecta-
tions not only for exhibitors, but also for
parents and supporters.

Participants are expected to demon-
strate good sportsmanship, treat judges,
volunteers and fellow exhibitors with
respect, and avoid unsportsmanlike con-
duct. The rules also emphasize humane
treatment of animals and ethical compe-
tition.

Spectators are encouraged to enjoy the
competition while allowing judges and
exhibitors to concentrate on the class.

l?ulllllEIl SIINSET TOIIRS

s T v e,

231- 073; 2455

sdverbackoﬂ’road com
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Did You Know?

The Western Michigan Fair is an open
fair, meaning exhibitors do not have to
belong to a 4-H club to participate.

Lammi said in 2024 that many youth
exhibitors now participate through the
West Michigan Livestock Council, while
others exhibit through local 4-H clubs or
as independent exhibitors.

TheBarnsAre
More Than Displays

The livestock barns are temporary
homes throughout the week.

Exhibitors are responsible for feeding,
watering, grooming and caring for their
animals every day of the fair. Clean stalls,
fresh bedding and healthy animals are all
part of the responsibility that comes with
exhibiting.

For many families, preparation for the
Western Michigan Fair begins months
before opening day. Animals are select-
ed, fed, groomed and trained long before
they ever enter the show ring.

What Do the Ribbons Mean?

Awards vary by department, but many
livestock shows recognize class winners
before selecting Champion and Reserve
Champion animals. Some departments
also award Grand Champion or Best of
Show honors.

Showmanship awards are different.
Rather than recognizing the animal, they
honor the exhibitor’s ability to prepare,
present and handle the animal in the
show ring.

For many exhibitors, earning a ribbon
is gratifying, but the experience and skills

developed throughout the project are
just as important.

What Happens After the Fair?

For many exhibitors, the Western Mich-
igan Fair marks the end of months of
preparation—but not necessarily the end
of the journey.

Market animals are often sold through
the West Michigan Livestock Council
Youth Livestock Auction, allowing exhib-
itors to earn money that may be reinvest-
ed in future livestock projects, equip-
ment or educational expenses.

Breeding animals typically return home
after the fair. Many continue as part of
breeding programs or are exhibited at
additional county fairs, breed shows and
livestock exhibitions.

For youth involved in 4-H, FFA and the
West Michigan Livestock Council, the
lessons don’t end when the ribbons are
awarded. Caring for animals, maintaining
records, developing leadership skills and
practicing good sportsmanship continue
long after fair week.

For many families, planning for next
year’s fair begins almost as soon as this
year’s ends.

Ask Questions

One of the best parts of visiting the
barns happens after judging concludes.

Many exhibitors are happy to answer
questions about their animals, explain
what they've learned through 4-H, FFA or
the West Michigan Livestock Council, or
describe how they prepared for the fair.

For first-time visitors, those conversa-

tions often become one of the most mem-

orable parts of the fair.
As Lammi noted in 2024, the lessons

learned in the barns extend well beyond
the show ring.

“These kids have worked with their ani-
mals, they have learned hard work ethics,
what it takes to put food on the table,”
Lammi said. “They’re all amazing aspects
for these kids to learn.”

That’s why longtime fair supporters en-
courage first-time visitors to spend a lit-
tle time at the show ring. The ribbons tell
only part of the story. The real reward is
watching months of dedication, responsi-
bility and learning come together in just a
few moments before the judge.

Don’t Miss the Animal Shows

Whether you're interested in livestock
judging or simply want to learn more
about the animals exhibited at the fair,
here’s when to catch the action in the
show ring.

MONDAY, AUG.10
3 p.m. — Sheep Show
5 p-m. — Goat Show

TUESDAY, AUG. 11
9 am. — Swine Show
Noon — Horse Show

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 12

8 a.m. — Horse Show
10 a.m. — Beef Show
1:30 p.m. — Rabbit Show

THURSDAY, AUG. 13
9 a.m. — Poultry Show
Noon — Dog Show

FRIDAY,AUG. 14

10 a.m. — Fun Equestrian Games

SATURDAY, AUG. 15
11 a.m. — West Michigan Livestock
Council Youth Livestock Auction

Office: 263 N. Jebavy Dr., Ludington

Your Storage Solution is

LARSON'S SELF STORAGE

Variety of Unit Sizes to Fit All Your Storage Needs
Convenient Location, Easy Access 365 Days A Year

231-845-1242
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Grandstand Offers Something for Every Fairgoer

SCOTTVILLE — While carnival rides,
livestock shows and exhibit buildings
draw visitors across the Mason County
Fairgrounds during fair week, the grand-
stand once again will serve as the hub
of the Western Michigan Fair’s biggest
attractions.

The entertainment schedule begins
even before the fair officially opens.

Harness racing kicks off the week’s ac-
tivities with pre-fair competition Sunday
and Monday, followed by Michigan Bred
Colt Stakes Harness Racing on Tuesday
afternoon. The races continue one of the
fair’s oldest traditions before the grand-
stand shifts to a week of motorsports,
rodeo competition and fireworks.

Tuesday packs the most activity into
a single day. Michigan Bred Colt Stakes

Harness Racing begins at 1 p.m., followed
by the West Michigan Pullers Tractor &
Truck Pull at 7 p.m. The evening con-
cludes with the annual Great Lakes Fire-
works display choreographed to music.

The action continues Wednesday with
TNT Bump & Run Racing, where drivers
navigate an oval track in a contest that
rewards both speed and survival.

Thursday brings the Super Kicker Ro-
deo to the grandstand. Bull riding, barrel
racing, roping and other rodeo events
highlight the evening, which opens with
a performance by country musician De-
wayne Spaw.

Motorcycles take center stage Friday as
SJO Supercross riders tackle a challeng-
ing course of jumps, turns and technical
obstacles.

The grandstand finale comes Saturday
with the TNT Mid-Season Championship
Demolition Derby. One of the fair’s most
popular traditions, the derby pits drivers
against one another until only one vehi-
cle remains operational.

Although each event appeals to a differ-
ent audience, together they reflect the West-
ern Michigan Fair’s blend of agriculture,
motorsports and family entertainment.

The grandstand itself has long been
one of the fairgrounds’ signature gath-
ering places. In 2011, Mason County ap-
proved a $120,000 loan to help the West-
ern Michigan Fair Association replace
the deteriorated grandstand roof after
the original roof was removed because
of safety concerns. The fair association
repaid the loan over the following several

years, preserving one of the fair’s most
recognizable venues.

The fairgrounds continue to see im-
provements. In her 2025 annual report to
the Mason County Board of Commission-
ers, Western Michigan Fair Association
President Marcia Hansen reported that
the grandstand seating had been profes-
sionally repainted. Other recent projects
included a new concrete sidewalk to the
grandstand handicap ramp, a new Wi-Fi
system across the fairgrounds, four ad-
ditional security cameras, renovations to
Building 23, improved ventilation in the
Domestic Arts Building, new ceramic tile
flooring in the arena concession stand,
new privacy fencing near the 4-H and
harness racing restrooms, and newly fab-
ricated entrance gates.
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE GRANDSTAND

From harness racing to horsepower, every day offers a different experience at the Fair

Harness Racing

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday

Best for: Horse lovers, families and his-
tory enthusiasts.

What you'll see: Standardbred horses
pulling lightweight two-wheeled sulkies

as drivers compete around the oval track.

Did you know? Harness racing is one
of the fair’s oldest traditions and traces
its roots to Mason County’s earliest agri-
cultural fairs.

West Michigan Pullers
Tractor & Truck Pull

Tuesday - 7 p.m.

Best for: Motorsports fans, farm fami-
lies and diesel enthusiasts.

What you'll see: Modified tractors and

A Fair Deal for All Your Wagte Needs!

Family-Owned and operated for Over 35 Years

trucks attempt to pull an increasingly

heavy sled farther than the competition.

As the sled moves, the weight shifts for-
ward, making every foot more difficult.

Listen for: The thunder of high-horse-
power engines.

Great Lakes Fireworks

Tuesday - 10 p.m.

Best for: Everyone.

What you'll see: A fireworks display
choreographed to music closes Tues-
day’s festivities.

Tip: Grandstand seating is free for the
fireworks.

TNT Bump & Run Racing

Wednesday - 7 p.m.

Waste Reduction is your trusted choice for
residential and commercial waste services —
local, reliable, and built on service that lasts

Best for: Families and racing fans.

What you'll see: Compact cars race an
oval track where contact is part of the
competition. Drivers must balance speed
with avoiding damage that could end
their race.

Super Kicker Rodeo

Thursday - 7 p.m.

Best for: Families and fans of Western
traditions.

What you'll see: Bull riding, barrel rac-
ing, roping and other rodeo events.

Bonus: Country performer Dewayne
Spaw opens the evening with live music
before the rodeo.

$JO Supercross

Friday - 7 p.m.

Best for: Motocross fans and adrena-
line seekers.

What you'll see: Motorcycle riders race
over jumps, berms and technical obsta-
cles in one of the week’s fastest-paced
events.

TNT Mid-Season Championship

Demolition Derby

Saturday - 4 p.m.

Best for: Anyone who enjoys ac-
tion-packed motorsports.

What you'll see: Drivers intentional-
ly collide until only one vehicle remains

ing.

Tip: Arrive early. The demolition der-
by traditionally draws one of the week’s
largest grandstand crowds.

WASTE REDUCTION SYSTEMS, LLC
wastereductionsystemslic@gmail.com
Call 231-843-9129 today or stop by our Transfer Station: 5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington - Office: 119 S. Main St., Scottville
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Auto Body & Detail, Inc.

“Where The Detail Makes
The Difference”

LARSON’S

ACE

The helpful place.

Lawn ¢ Home ¢ Farm ¢ Garden
Home Improvement
Patio ¢ Landscaping

Paint ¢ Grills

Fertilizers * Mowers * Blowers

INSURANCE WORK WELCOME + FREE ESTIMATES

Making A Difference Since 1988 . Jeff Dust
135 S. Jebavy Drive, Ludington | 231-845-1367 : Owner

e — , Ut .
e - o £ e

a 231-873-2216 |4 Linéoln St, HART, MI 21-845-7318 | 5840 W US-10., LUDINGTON, MI
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Fairgrounds Stay Busy All Year Long

When the final carnival truck leaves
town and the last blue ribbon is awarded,
another season is already beginning at the
Mason County Fairgrounds.

While the Western Michigan Fair re-
mains the association’s signature event
each August, the 50-acre fairgrounds
serve as one of Mason County’s busiest
community venues throughout the year.

According to Western Michigan Fair As-
sociation President Marcia Hansen, more
than 24,000 people attended events held
outside the fair during 2025.

“Western Michigan Fair Association
hosted many events outside of the fair it-
self, continuing as a vital, year-round hub
for local agriculture, entertainment and
being part of the community,” Hansen
wrote in her annual report to the Mason
County Board of Commissioners.

The calendar begins in the spring with
preparations for another busy season.

Throughout the year, equestrian com-
petitions bring riders from across Mich-
igan. The fairgrounds host Michigan In-
terscholastic Horsemanship Association
competitions, Shoreline Youth Shows,
Mason County Saddle Club events, Four
Seasons horse shows, the Spartan Spec-
tacular and the Harbor Classic.

Agriculture remains at the center of the
schedule.

The Great Lakes Beef Classic, Michigan
Great Lakes Hog Spectacular and Ma-
son-Lake Conservation District tree sales
attract producers and exhibitors from
around the region while reinforcing the
fairgrounds’ agricultural mission.

Barnyard Boogie Kicks

Community events are equally diverse.

During 2025, the fairgrounds welcomed
the Festival of Lights, All American Circus,
TNT Demolition Derby, Michigan Works!
job recruiting events, the Pere Marquette
Motoring Club Car Show, MOMster Bash
Halloween celebration, Love Out Loud tent
revival and Community Cats TNR fund-
raisers.

Keeping the fairgrounds operating re-
quires year-round work.

Hansen reported that the association
employs three full-time seasonal staff
members, along with part-time office,
custodial and bookkeeping personnel. A
15-member volunteer board oversees the
operation and continues investing in the
facilities.

Recent improvements include profes-
sionally repainting the grandstand seat-
ing, installing a new concrete sidewalk
to the grandstand handicap ramp, ex-
panding Wi-Fi throughout the grounds,
adding four security cameras, renovat-
ing Building 23, improving ventilation
in the Domestic Arts Building, installing
new ceramic tile flooring in the arena
concession stand, adding new privacy
fencing near the 4-H and harness racing
restrooms, and fabricating new en-
trance gates.

For many people, the Mason County
Fairgrounds come alive for just one week
each August.

For the volunteers, employees, ex-
hibitors and organizations who use the
grounds throughout the year, the fair-
grounds rarely stand still.

Fresh Produce
Homemade Bakery,
Fudge & More

In the Market for Something Fresh? ezt

400 N. US 31, FREE SOIL ° (231) 464-5534 - www.orchardmarket.us

Years of Family
b, Tradition

|

Off Fair’s Final Saturday

Before the Youth Livestock Auction,
before the midway fills with fairgoers
and before the demolition derby clos-
es out the week, runners and walkers
will hit the course for the Barnyard
Boogie 5K.

The race begins at 8 am. Saturday,
Aug. 15, at the Mason County Fair-
grounds, opening the final day of the
87th Western Michigan Fair. Partici-
pants may choose either the 5K run/
walk or a 1-mile fun run. Organizers
describe the course as flat and fast,
and all participants receive a finisher
medal. Overall male and female win-
ners receive trophies.

The Barnyard Boogie was created
by former 4-H exhibitor and Luding-
ton High School graduate Andrea

HAVE A GREAT TIME AT THE 2026 FAIR!

IT'S YOUR
CAR. IT'S
YOUR CHOIGE

Benedict's |

Auto Genter

1742 W. US 10, Scottville
231.613.4111 [f

Shoop after the longtime Fair Stam-
pede came to an end. Shoop launched
the event to benefit the Childhood
Cancer Campaign, a local nonprof-

it that supports families of children
with cancer.

Race-day registration and packet
pickup begin at 7 a.m. at the fair-
grounds. Registration forms are avail-
able through the Western Michigan
Fair website.

After crossing the finish line, par-
ticipants can spend the day enjoying
one of the fair’s busiest Saturdays, in-
cluding the Barn Brawl youth wrestling
tournament, the West Michigan Live-
stock Council Youth Livestock Auction
and the TNT Mid-Season Champion-
ship Demolition Derby at 6 p.m.

Don't let insurance
dictate where you go for
body shop work

From dings to collissions,

trust our expert team for
top-quality repairs.

Drive with confidence!
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THE RETURN OF ALL PARTS
REPLACED, EXCEPT THOSE WHI

TRUST OUR PROFESSIONALS WITH:
Alignments * Brakes * Tires ¢ Oil Changes * Tuneups ¢ Heating & A/C * Steering & Suspension
Engine Repair & Replacement * Automatic Transmission Replacement

702 S. James St., Ludington, MI 231-425-3526 Open Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 5 pm
TWO LOCATIONS, Six Master Technicians Ready to Deliver Expert Care at Either One

LAKESHORE MOTORS

Sales & Service

FRESH INVENTORY, FAIR PRICES, AND NO FLUFF -
JUST HONEST DEALS FROM FOLKS WITH 25+ YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE IN THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

Auto Sales * Heating & AC
Alignments » Steering & Suspension
Brakes * Engine Repair &

Tires Replacement

Oil Changes Automatic Transmission
Tuneups Replacement

4413 W. US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI 231-292-5768 Open Mon. - Fri. 10 am - 6 pm




