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SEE FULL FAIR SCHEDULE AT
www.measencounfylfairgrounds.com

MASON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Located on US-10 between Ludington and Scottville

231-843-8563

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

DOG SHOW - 3:00 PM
HARNESS RACING - 4 PM
MONDAY, AUGUST 5
POULTRY & BEEF SHOW 9 AM
HARNESS RACING - 4 PM
SHEEP SHOW - 3 PM
JUDGING - 6 PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
SWINE SHOW - 9 AM
HORSE SHOW - 10 AM
GOAT SHOW - 3 PM
MIDWAY OPENS - 3 PM
WSB FAMILY BUCK NIGHT - 5 PM
TRACTOR & TRUCK PULL - 7 PM
FIREWORKS - DUSK

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
RABBIT/DAIRY/HORSE SHOWS - 9 AM
KID’S DAY - NOON TO 5 PM
BIKE DRAWING - 5:00 PM
EXTREME RODEO - 7 PM
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
LIVESTOCK AUCTION - 3 PM
GARDEN TRACTOR PULL - 7 PM
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9
PEDAL PULL FOR KIDS - 5 PM
SJO SUPERCROSS - 7 PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
STAMPEDE FUN RUN/WALK - 8:30 AM
YOUTH WRESTLING - 9 AM
HAY BALE TOSS CONTEST - 3 PM
DEMO DERBY - 6:30 PM
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New barns to officially debut at annual fair

BY SARAH CLINKSCALES
DAILY NEWS INTERN

Two new barns were built at the Mason
County Fairgrounds during the winter
months and will finally have their official
debut and ribbon cutting during the annual
Western Michigan Fair.

The ribbon cutting will be at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, Aug. 6.

The barns will be filled with a variety of
animals during the fair, including chickens,
goats, sheep, rabbits, steers and horses.

The materials of the original barns built
in 1936 were repurposed to find new life in

other projects all over the state of Michigan.

Western Michigan Fair Communication Co-

ordinator Hansen said that barely any mate-

rial ended up in a landfill.

During the renovations, Hansen said the
members of the Western Michigan Fair As-
sociation Board of Directors agreed that the
work is necessary to keep the fairgrounds
alive and vital, and to preserve the environ-
ment that attendees and exhibitors have
come to expect from the fair.

“The Western Michigan Fair Association
board recognized that there were things
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Pet « Wild Bird « Lawn & Garden ¢ Farm

that needed to be done,” Hansen said, not-
ing that the Michigan Quarter Horse Associ-
ation was instrumental in bringing the ideas
for improvements to fruition.

Having new, up-to-date barns was es-
sential to keep the fair up to standards and
alive and thriving, she said.

“Those two barns — No. 13 and 14 —

Tri-County Feeds

N (=
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Lawn & Garden

were dandy in the day they were built and
have served us well, but now we have new
groups that come and utilize the fair-
grounds, and they’re no longer adequate.
For people like the Michigan Quarter Horse
Association, there wasn’t any place to put
their gear or their feed, because they were
out in the open.”

The Mason County Board of Commission-
ers approved a maximum loan of $167,000
to the fair association on Dec. 11, 2018 for
a capital improvement project at the Mason
County Fairgrounds that included replacing
the two pole barns.

The new barns open up new avenues
for competitions, fairs and conferences,
such as the Harbor Classic Horse Show and
equipment for goat and sheep pens. Han-
sen said she’s excited for new possibilities
that will be available to them due to the new
space and equipment.

The additional space allowed for the
Western Michigan Fair Association to invest
in new 4-foot by 6-foot enclosures for goats
and sheep. The goat and sheep exhibits are
presented by the 4-H Youth Club.

“We’re proud and pleased to provide the
best environment for the animals,” Hansen
said.

Using the proper enclosures ensures ani-
mals’ well-being and creates a beautiful dis-
play, Hansen said.

“We’ve completed the project and we
hope fairgoers appreciate it,” Hansen said.
“Hopefully the new barns will be there for
many more years.”

Pet Supplies

Tri-County Feeds

MONTAGUE - 893-7195

8819 Ferry St.

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 ; Sat. 8-1; Closed Sun.
NEW ERA - 861-2332

4670 First St.

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-Noon; Closed Sun.

Text 231-861-2332 to place orders for
pick up or deliveries for both stores

1R

Find us on
Facebook

www.Tri-CountyFeed.com
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Pictured is the July 24, 1936 section two front page from the Ludington Daily News for the first

Western Michigan Fair.

Award Winning
Smoked Meats
Hot Dogs
Bratwurst and Hams
Local Beef
& Pork

Order Online 8 AM-5 PM
237 S. Main, Custer, MI | 231-757-4768

www.sandersmeats.com

Y . =
Open Mon-Sat.

NMEATS 7

BY SARAH CLINKSCALES
DAILY NEWS INTERN

Anyone who’s been interested in having a
bird’s-eye-view of Mason County will have the
chance of a lifetime to take a helicopter ride
during the Western Michigan Fair. State-of-the-
art Robinson R44 helicopters will be zipping
through the air all week during the fair.

The helicopter rides are offered by the Caro-

lina Helicopters company and will be located at

the west side of the infield.

“The Total Helicopter Experience” includes
a 2-mile aerial tour. Tickets for a flight are $20.
The helicopter can carry three passengers per
flight for families to enjoy the experience to-
gether. Rides will be available Tuesday, Aug. 6,
through Saturday, Aug. 10.

Danny Matthews, the pilot, has had along
career in aviation. He’s a commercial-rated
helicopter pilot with 25 years of piloting expe-
rience, and his family has been offering aerial
tours since 2010.

The fair association hopes that offering heli-
copter rides will appeal to everyone’s interests.

“Our goal is to have something at the fair
for everyone,” Western Michigan Fair Associa-
tion board member Connie Wade said. “What
amemory, to remember going to the fair with
mom and dad and riding a helicopter.”

The fair brings a different variety of people
inbecause it has a wide range of activities for
different interests. Keeping the fair new and
interesting each year is important to the board,
according to Western Michigan Fair Communi-
cation Coordinator Marcia Hansen.

“You have to have something different for
every level of interest. Having something that’s
totally different will attract new people and
make it an exciting place,” Hansen said. “If we
don’t continually have new and exciting things
itbecomes the same old-same old.”

“Not everyone is as interested in the animals,
but someone might really want to go on a he-
licopter ride and come to the fair just for the
helicopter,” Wade added.

Damage |

Our comprehensive
professional auto
repair services will
restore your vehicle
to its pre-accident
condition, quickly
and affordably!

+ Expert Collission Repair

+ Lifetime Warranty
+ Undetectable Color

Matching
+ Rental Cars Available
On Site
* Free Estimates
+ Insurance Claims Welcome

MIKE
BENEDICT

Benedict's
Auto Genter

We'll Put Collision

N Reverse

NEW LOCATION

1742 W. US 10, Scottville
231.613.4111
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DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTOS
A pick-up kicks into the next gear at the annual Michigan Tractor and Truck Pullers event.

'ZWWM O/JQM#W Storee”

Pellet & Wood Stoves * Gas Stoves
Fireplaces & Fireplace Inserts

HARMAN &9 HEATZGLO.

BUILT TO A STANDARD, NOT A PRICI JQTUL
MENIOIA Big GreenEgg

“The Uttimate Cooking Experience.

S‘l?fll!l Gth

""""""""""""" GREEN MOUNTAIN GRILLS

///LARSON

ENERGY SOLUTIONS
65 S. Jebavy Dr., Ludington * 231.843.8970

W TR R
V MCCormick |

SAVWMILL

HreCorudicle Sauweeitt would litce to thate ev
for their thoughts and prayers on the fire that we had at our mill.
This has been a very hard time for us all. At this time we are
making plans on the rebuilding of McCormick Sawmill. We
would also like to let everyone know that we are continuing to
purchase standing hardwood timber, veneer logs and cut logs in
Lake, Mason, Manistee, Missaukee, Osceola, Clare, Gladwin,
Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Isabella, Midland, Muskegon and
surrounding Counties. Once again, we would like to thank
everyone for all of the support you have given us.

Flevreete Yoce,

Paul Kamps, owner of =
McCormick Sawrpﬂl . McCORMICK
and the McCormick .7 SAWMILL
Sawmill Employees =
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2019 Western Michigan Fair Schedule

Tuesday, Aug. 6

Opening Day Dollar Day

Fair entrance $1. All rides $1 each.

11 a.m. Gates Open

3 p.m. Midway Opens

4 p.m. Hayloft Entertainmet tent

5 p.m. West Shore Bank Family Buck
Night First 500 children through the gate
receive $1 bill.

7 p.m. Michigan Tractor and Truck Pullers
Grandstand event, admission $10

Dusk Fireworks to Music

11 p.m. — Midway closes

Wednesday, Aug. 7

Kids Day

ALL DAY Unlimited Ride Wristbands for
$15.00 if purchased between the hours of
noon-5pm. Bands purchased after 5pm are
$22.00

11 a.m. Gates Open

Noon Midway Opens

Noon-5 p.m. Kids Day Activities

5 p.m. Bike Drawing /Backpack Giveaway
5:30 p.m. Western Michigan Fair 2019
Homemaker Announced

6 p.m. Marek’s Music Makers at Hayloft
Entertainment Tent.

7 p.m. Extreme Rodeo

Grandstand event, admission $12

11 p.m. - Midway closes

Thursday, Aug. 8

Heroes Celebration Day

Veterans and senior citizens admitted free.

Noon-2 p.m. Special Kids Day

(Children eligible for this special event will
be by invitation only and given an ID
badge through the West Shore ESD.)

1 p.m. Gates Open

3 p.m. Midway Opens

Ride wristbands $22

3 p.m Livestock Auction

4 p.m. Hayloft Entertainment Tent

4-11 p.m. Read for Rides

Ticket Holders

7 p.m. Garden Tractor Pull

Grandstand event. Free to fairgoers.

7:30 p.m. Sizzling Summer Sing-off Finale
11 p.m. - Midway closes

(231) 829-3488
Brent & Jessica Radford

Swick Custom Buichering

“All We Sell is Service”

19197 19 Mile Road
Tustin, Michigan 49688

EASY LIVING
FLOORING

5405 W. Wallace (vehind Just Bargains)
Ludington e 843-1826

Large Selection of: Carpet o Vinyl
Ceramic Tile ¢ Hardwood Flooring

Area Rugs e Remnants
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2019 Western Michigan Fair Schedule

Friday, Aug. 9

Fantastic Friday

Fair entrance $3. Ages 5 & younger free.

10 a.m. Grand Slam Sweepstakes

11 a.m. Gates Open

3 p.m. Midway Opens

4 p.m. Hayloft Entertainment Tent

5 p.m. Pedal Pull for Kids in Show/Sale Barn
7 p.m. SJO Supercross

Grandstand event, admission $10.

Saturday, Aug. 10

Fair Finale

8:30 a.m. 6th Annual Stampede 5K Fun
Run/Walk

9 a.m. Barn Brawl youth wrestling

9 a.m. Horse Costume

10 a.m. Fun Equestrian Games

11 a.m. Gates Open

12 p.m. Midway Opens

2 p.m. Hayloft Entertainment Tent

3 p.m. Hay Bale Toss Contest (Beef and Dairy

Pit passes cost $13.
11 p.m. - Midway closes

Proudly made in Elkhart, Indiana, USA In the

Outdoor Products, LLC

ambushhuntingblinds.com

TIMMICH CONSTRUCTION (peaier)

Community
bush

& ONLY LOCAL
WASTE HAULER
THE TRANSFER dAAMN
STATION ¥ Fountain Fd.

7584 S. 102"° AVE., ROTHBURY, MI 49452 = (231) 861-5886 = TOM TIMMICH

Show Ring - free to fairgoers

6:30 p.m. Night of Destruction Demolition
Derby Grandstand event, admission $15.

Pit passes cost $20.

11 p.m. Midway closes

Please note — No animals permitted on
midway, with the exception of Service Dogs.
Iy

[,

5848 N. Stiles Rd.
Ludington

(231) 843-9129

MASON COUNTY’S

WASTE
REDUCTION
SYSTEMS
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Save A Life Tour

* Driving simulators for students to safely experience the effects of
impaired and distracted driving behaviors.

- QUALITY
\ EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE

Quick Garages!
Includes garage doors,
windows & man door

2323 West US Hwy. 10
Ludington, MI

L L L Dl 231-757-9000

carterlumber.com

' | Metal Sales CF40
Pole Buildings! All Steel Roofing & Siding 52.34 per lineal ft. f @ o
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New simulator at fair shows
effects of impaired driving

BY SARAH CLINKSCALES
DAILY NEWS INSTERN

Western Michigan Fairgo-
ers can expect to see farm
animals large and small,
cotton candy, popcorn, and
games, but might be sur-
prised to see an impaired
driving simulator.

The Save A Life simulator
will be a new attraction this
year at the Western Michi-
gan Fair. The car simula-
tor, similar to the kind you
might see at an arcade,
allows users to experience
what it’s like to drive dis-
tracted or impaired.

Western Michigan Fair
Communication Coordina-
tor Marcia Hansen said it’s
an opportunity to educate
fairgoers about impaired
and distracted driving.

“With the wide range of
age groups, it's a perfect
opportunity to talk about
this topic; it’s touched the
lives of many people,” Han-
sen said.

The simulator cost
$12,500. Hansen said that
the Western Michigan Fair
Association Board of Direc-
tors did receive financial
contributions from com-
munity members to offset
some of the price of the
simulator.

“It was costly but free to
fairgoers, so hopefully they

Ludington
Lock & Key

Kirk E. Myers - Owner
502 N. William Street

take this opportunity,”
Hansen said.

“People are used to see-
ing animals, eating fair
food and having fun, but
there’s a serious side of
life... and we want to edu-
cate people,” she said.

The Save A Life Tour
aims to educate people of
all ages about the dangers
of distracted or impaired
driving. The company is
based out of Grand Rapids.

According to their web-
site, The Save a Life Tour
has traveled around the
world to show firsthand
the consequences of un-
safe driving practices
and choices. It has been
presented to students at
more than 1,500 different
colleges and universities
and more than 600 differ-
ent high schools across the
country.

“It’s a lot of money, but

how do you put a price on
alife?” said Connie Wade, a
Western Michigan Fair As-
sociation board member.
“There’s so many teens and
adults with the bad habit
and it can kill people. It’s
affected a lot of people in
our community.”

The Save a Life Tour uti-
lizes several methods for
educating and demonstrat-
ing the effects and conse-
quences that are direct re-
sults of distracted driving.
Methods of education are
a speaking presentation,
visual presentation and in-
teractive demonstration.

“Our fair board is pro-
gressive in their think-
ing that it’s not just cows
and cooking, it’s a lot of
other things, and we need
to bring in things that are
pertinent, and this topic
touches so many people’s
lives,” Hansen said.

SINCE 1982

P.O. Box 404, Ludington, Ml 49431

Phone: 231-843-3754 / 1-877-372-1100
Fax: 231-425-3241
Email: ludlocknkey@gmail.com

at Ludington, Mich
July 27, 28,29, 30, 31, Aug. 1,36
$2,000.00 IN CASH PREMIUMS -
217 South James Street—Phone 994-J
Now Open Day and Night

GRAND STAND ATTRACTIONS

#- MATTERSON TROUPE
Canw Tomgudion st

VT At 50
CENERAL ADMILICN T30
RESERVED SEATS EXTRA
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DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO

Original advertisement

Pictured is the original July 24, 1936 newspaper ad in the Ludington Daily News for the inaugural
Western Michigan Fair. The 2019 fair begins Aug. 6 and marks the 81th anniversary. The fair was
not held for two years during World War II.

<~ starFiNG &

ARCH | CONSULTING

by PAE

Bridging the gap between people and opportunities
866-385-0164

www.archstaffingandconsulting.com
5578 West US 10 | Ludington, Ml 49431
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DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO

Whirling fun

Fairgoers enjoy one of the many rides at the Western Michigan Fair in Ludington, which has drawn
crowds since it started in 1936.
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Western Michigan Fair on Your 81st Annivesary!
¢ ThaﬁI:Yo So Much for rmfiding Our\
Community with a Week of Family Fun!

Ragm & Marcia Hamsen
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Ccold Stream Farm

~ Specializing tn Native Trees ano Shrubs
for wildlife habitat ~
visit www.coldstreamfarm.net

ey

MEAIREL

Farm Fresh
Produce

212 S. Pere Marquette Hwy., Ludington

8400 N. US 31, Free Soil

(231) 843-4603

(231) 464-5534

Look to us for your seed, feed,
fertilizer chemical, petroleum
and farm needs.

Together, hand in hand,
our staff works for the
W farmers in Mason, Manistee,
Lake, Oceana, and
Newaygo counties.

i

m Bulk, Bag, Liquid Fertilizer
Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed & Seed

Chemicals

Your Productivity
IsOurPriority

—
CERES
SOLUTIONS

3 E. Main Street
Hart, Michigan 49420

Farm Hardware
Fuels & Lubricants
Custom Application

231-873-2158
888-591-8211
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2019 Board of Directors

Rod Baker

Sheri Howe Roger L. Linda Hackert  KathyPleiness

Hansen

Connie Wade Brandon Quillan

Ashley
Jabrocki

JoAnna Story

Thank you for 81 Wonderful Years HOT-N-READY 1.spm
of the Western Michigan Fairl W
Wishing you many more... DEEP!DEEP!
At Coolman-Anderson Realty, Inc.

we'll give you the attention you'll come to expect and enjoy.
Specializing in Residential, Waterfront, Commercial, Recreational and Building Sites.

-

coolman-anderson

PR . #1in

\g 1 Little Caesars
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Proudly Supporting Mason County Fair
and the 4-H Youth Projects!

THIS BIG-BOX STORE
CARES ABOUT THEIR

COMMUNITY!

Your Lowe’s Project Specialist
will come to your home to

discuss how we can coordinate
your projects from start to finish!

Design and selection of products,
materials and supplies, delivery,

installation team, permits, i
financing options and more! Windows Roofing Decking

JOE HAMBURGER

Project Specialist-Exteriors

Lowe’s has your exterior
improvement solutions!

LOWES

Home Improvement Warehouse

4460 West US 10, Ludington
231-480-5100
Mon.-Sat. 6 am-10 pm

Sun. 8 am - 8 pm Standby generators HVAC Seamless gutters

Let’s make your DREAMS COME TRUE.

Call or email us today to set up your In-Store Consultation:
231-907-1169 - joseph.hamburger@store.lowes.com




