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EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

Diana Kovalcik
Realty, Inc. Associate Broker

5492 W. US 10, Ludington 231-690-5545

www.greenridge.com e dkovalcik@greenridge.com

S. BEANUE RD. 207 N. EMILY ST. 713 DIANA ST. 202 S. WASHINGTON
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+ 10 Beautiful Acres + Spacious Home + 3 Bedrooms, 1 1/2 Baths + Beautiful Victorian

* Prime Building Site + 4 Bedrooms, 1 1/2 Baths * Full Basement * 2 Unit Home
+ Centrally Located Between * Hardwood Floors + Wonderful Backyard * First Floor Unit: 2 Bdrms, 1 Bath
Pentwater and Ludington + Office/Den + Spacious Deck + Second Floor Unit: 3 Bdrms, 1 Bath
$79,900 * Main Floor Laundry + Great Neighborhood + Separate Laundry for Each Unit
$150,000 $189,900 + Wonderful Corner Lot
$189,000
210 N. MAIN ST. 2458 W. HICKORY AVE. 1959 W. US 10
SCOTTVILLE BALDWIN SCOTTVILLE
N
If you are
considering
= : T d move,
* Nice Duplex + Cottage or Year-Round Home » Com. Building * Lrg. Parking Area
+ South Unit: 2 Bedrooms, 1Bath ~ + 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath » Currently being used as a Salon contact
J quth Unit: 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath » Spacious LivinglRoom * (Endless Pogsibilities: useasa me today!
+ Utilities Metered Separately + Awesome Location near Wolf Lake  Daycare, Office Space, Pet
$89,900 public access; snowmobile on some  Groomer, Salon, etc.)
of the finest trails in Michigan! + Extremely Well Maintained Building
$149,900 $144,900

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
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Media rooms now edge out home theaters

Not so long ago many homeown-
ers were racing to outfit their homes
with home theater spaces. If spaces al-
lowed, homeowners would transform
rooms into dark, theater-like retreats,
complete with large screens, surround
sound and reclined seating. Interest in
such spaces has waned in recent years,
with many homeowners opting for me-
dia rooms instead. So what is the differ-
ence between these spaces?

According to HGTV, a home theater
is a room designed to replicate the ex-
perience of the cinema. A media room
is a multipurpose space where people
can gather to enjoy any type of media,
from TV to music to gaming systems.
Home theaters tend to limit activity to

watching movies. However, homeown-
ers interested in more versatile paces
may find media rooms are much more
practical.

A mediaroomis an option for families
who want a theater experience in com-
mon areas or open-concept living spac-
es, says Digitech Custom Audio and Vid-
eo System Integration Specialists. Media
rooms frequently feature comfortable,
customizable seating, rather than rows
of seats facing the screen that are stan-
dard in home theaters. Guests can con-
verse in media rooms while enjoying a
show, streaming music or gaming. Vari-
ous design layouts are possible, includ-
ing furniture that conceals electronics
so the media room can be an entertain-

ment lounge one minute and a theater
the next.

Because media rooms are not as iso-
lated as home theaters, the acoustics
in such rooms may be compromised.
That’s a disadvantage for homeown-
ers who have invested heavily in sound
systems for their media devices. Sound
from media rooms also may filter out
and disturb others in different rooms of
the house. However, fluffy sofas, drap-
ery and carpeting can absorb sound and
keep it in the room.

Homeowners who like to entertain
while watching or listening to me-
dia may prefer the flexibility of media
rooms, which make it easy to stream
movies and music and play games.
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7650 W. 20TH AVE. 5514 N. US 31
~ 2Bed/1 1/2 Bath _ 4 Bed/1 Bath Turnkey High Value Park Model Trailer
Charming cottage with beautiful views! Hamlin Been dreaming of owning a Hobby Farm? located in Whiskey Creek Condo Association.
Lake Frontage & boat house. Quiet & tucked away This large Country Farm Home on 5 acres M/L Includes 14 x 24 garage with electric.
area with Ludington State Park minutes away. could be the answer! Many beneficial upgrades, $85,000
So Many outdoor recreational opportunities. ready for your personal touch
Downtown shopping & dining in Ludington. $165,000
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126 W. BROADWAY AVE., SCOTTVILLE

B e

6717 S. PERE MARQUETTE HWY,

Looking for a project property or to create passive income? This pair of homes in the City of Scottville offer a 4 Bed/2 Bath
brilliant opportunity! 128 W. Broadway is a Duplex offering a lower unit with 3 Bed/1 Bath; Ranch Home in Summit Township, nestled between
upper unit with 2 Bed/1 Bath. 126 W. Broadway is a clean slate, ripped to studs, and ready for your vision. Pentwater & Ludington. Bass Lake minutes
$159,900 for both away. Overlook rolling hills of your back yard.
$259,900

DRONE PHOTOS SOON

THUNDER LAKE, ALL SPORTS LAKE BROOKRVYIDéE-SUBDIVISION

3 lots (Purchase separately or as 1 large parcel). Buy now, build later! Looking for a fabulous location for your new
Clear some trees for a beautiful view of the lake. Spacious, affordable wooded lots or existing business. This Commercial vacant
High bluff with tiers, nice area close located in a lovely peaceful neighborhood. 2.73 acres could be it, 300" road frontage,
to road to develop a cabin or a camping space. Country setting, with city convenience. located on the heavily traveled US-10 corridor.
You will be close to numerous recreational areas. $6,900 - $15,900 $59,000

ATTENTION HOMESELLERS:
Are you considering selling your home?

1 Low Supply T High Demand 1 Low Interest Rates
= INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY Take advantage of historic market conditions. Call one of our agents today!

Vanessa Doug Steve
VerStrat Shoup Freeby Hlady Huber p
(231) 239-5097 (231)510-9838 (269) 491-0251 (231)750-7209 (231) 690-6724 (231)510-6259

609 east ludington avenue | ludington, mi 49431 | office (231) 843-3491 | www.coolmananderson.com




6 « SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | OCTOBER 2021

published by
mLINE Publisher: Ray McGrew
VP/CRO: Banks Dishmon
Sales: Monica Evans, Shelley Kovar,
LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS Jan Thomas, Stacie Wagner
OCEANAS HERALD-JOURNAL
WHITE LAKE BEACON Graphics: Judy Lytle, Shanon McDowell,

Julie Eilers, Robin Moline, Candy Bryant
Ludington Daily News

202 N Rath Ave., P.O. Box 340, Ludington, MI 49431 News: David Bossick - Ludington
(231) 845-5181 +(231) 843-4011 fax Jeff Kiessel - Ludington

Oceana’s Herald-Journal John Cavanagh - Hart .

123 State Street, PO Box 190, Hart, MI 49420 Amanda Dodge - Hart & Whitehall
(231) 873-5602 « (231) 873-4775 fax

White Lake Beacon © Copyright 2021 Shoreline Media
PO Box 98, Whitehall, MI 49461 www.shorelinemedia.net

(231) 894-5356 + (231) 894-2174 fax



SHORELINE MEDIA | MASON, OCEANA, MANISTEE COUNTY HOMES | OCTOBER 2021 ¢ 7

Gray 1s here to stay In home designs

Decorating a home in neutral tones
has long been recommended as a way
to sell a home quickly. But the color
gray also provides a blank canvas for
homeowners who have no intention
of putting their homes on the market
anytime soon.

Beige and white have long been go-
to colors for neutral living spaces. But
many interior decorators now look to
gray as the neutral color of choice.

Design experts advise that gray has
a broad range. Gray can include every-
thing from silver to charcoal to a dusty
cloud. According to the trendsetters at
Glidden Paints, gray coordinates well
with other colors. Plus, the neutral ap-

peal of gray boasts a timeless quality.

Gray is not a clear-cut color that’s
simply a 50-50 blend of white and
black. Gray has subtle nuances that
can lean toward blues, greens, taupes,
and more depending on the lighting
and surrounding furnishings. That
means that homeowners who are
ready to replace their furniture or ac-
cessories need not necessarily repaint
if they've previously decorated in
shades of gray.

Individuals need only replace small
items to produce a big effect in rooms
where gray is dominant. Because gray
is so neutral, it works with soft, calm-
ing colors in various pastels, but equal-

ly as well with bright reds, yellow and
oranges, according to Scott Bodenner,
a Brooklyn-based textile designer.

Gray also is a predominant color in
natural stones used throughout homes
in entryways, bathrooms and kitchens.
It can make design sense to maintain
continuity throughout by dabbling in
gray elsewhere.

Designers have shown how gray
does not have to be cold, industrial or
gloomy. It can be sophisticated in just
about any room of the house. More de-
signers are now leaning toward warm-
er variations of gray, such as taupes
and blends dubbed “greige,” that are
beautiful but not as stark as pure gray.
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How to choose the right window
treatments for your home

g . U

Plantation shutters? Mini-blinds? Cafe
curtains? Formal draperies? Homeown-
ers’ options in regard to window treat-
ments for their homes are extensive,
which can make outfitting home interi-
ors challenging for novice decorators.

Some people do not pay a lot of atten-
tion to window treatments, failing to re-
alize just how great an impact the right
window treatments can have on a space.
According to the design experts at
Hunter Douglas, window treatments are
often an afterthought because residents
may not consider them necessities. As
a result, homeowners may install what-
ever is on hand or accept window treat-
ments that came with a house or apart-
ment. But ignoring window treatments,
especially when they can fulfill certain
needs, is a missed design opportunity.

One of the first steps to choosing win-
dow treatments is determining your
end goal. Is privacy your main goal?

Are you seeking more natural light in
a room? Is there too much light and
you need to darken the room? Window
treatments can serve multiple func-
tions, and some treatments may make
better fits depending on homeowners’
ultimate goals.

SEMI-SHEER WINDOW TREATMENTS

Semi-sheer window treatments are of-
ten fabric and can help brighten rooms
with natural light but offer little pri-
vacy. They’re usually appropriate for
spaces where people gather, such as
living rooms, dens or dining rooms.
Semi-sheer curtains may be paired with
another complementary window treat-
ment so privacy can be customized as
needed. For example, sheer curtains let
light into a bedroom, but shades can be
drawn at night.

MAXIMUM PRIVACY

Bedrooms, work spaces or bathrooms
can benefit from extra privacy. While
some people may think that privacy
comes at the cost of light, that’s not al-
ways the case.

Functional curtain panels can be
drawn closed when privacy is desired
and then opened to let in light. The
thickness of the fabric will also dictate
the amount of privacy the panels create.

Tiers are hung on a short rod-pock-
et panel and usually cover the lower
one-third of a window. They’re popular
choices to let light in from the top, but
obscure views from the bottom portion
of the window.

Cellular shades are another option
that provide privacy but still let light in.
Cellular shades come in hard and fab-
ric varieties and their use depends on
the room. Many cellular shades are con-
structed with a honeycomb design, of-
fers the design resource Houzz, so they
can insulate as well as decorate win-
dows.

BLACKOUT SHADES/SHUTTERS

Perfect for rooms where babies nap,
shift workers rest during daylight hours
or external lights, such as that from a
street lamp, need to be blocked out,
blackout shades do just what their
name implies. A dense fabric lining
helps keep light out entirely.

Shutters also can block out light but
add to the character of the room. They
can be painted a bright color to make a
statement or match wall colors to blend
in seamlessly.

When selecting window treatments,
shoppers can choose retail options or
custom treatments. Many designers rec-
ommend custom window treatments
because they are measured, manufac-
turered and installed specifically for
homeowners’ windows. However, there
are many DIY options available at bud-
get-friendly retailers.



325 S. Brye Rd.

CENTURY 21 Ludington, MI 49431

Bayshore Real Estate

231-845-0363

www.C21Bayshore.com

S
6320 Shagway, Ludington 306 S. Ferry #14, Ludington N. Benson, Fountain
¢ Beautiful 4 Bed, 3 Bath Ranch ¢ Waterfront Condo on PM. Channel * 51 Feet Ford Lake Frontage
* Gorgeous Kitchen, FP, 2 Garages * 2nd Story, Lake Michigan Views * 1 Acre Lot on an All Sport Lake

$369,500 $224,900 $109,000

s = : 7 < hf%i{llllm L
1073 Emily Kay Ct., Ludington 6164 Logger’s Lane, Ludington 509 Fifth, Ludington
* Pere Marquette Twp. Building Site * 100 Feet of Hamlin Lake Frontage * 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath home
* City Water & Sewer, Natural Gas * Survey & Preliminary Site Plan Avail * 2 Car Garage, Spacious Yard
$32,000 $110,000 $149,900

£

W. First St., Ludington 191 Bonnie, Ludington 4816 W. Birch Lane, Pentwater
* Fabulous Waterfront Building Site * PM Twp. Lot with 24x30 Garage ¢ Well Maintained Home on 4 Acres
* 1.6 Acre, 330 Feet on Lake Rose * Shed, Electric, Septic, City Water * Bass Lake Access, 2 Car Garage
$45,000 $29,900 $160,000

If you've considered selling your home, call a CENTURY 21 Bayshore agent today!

Kevin Leavitt Brian Mulherin Cindy Papes Debbie Bush Kelly Smith
231-845-7277 231-690-0872 231-852-0116 231-852-0117 231-233-2227

- § < ¢ ‘d
Lynne Mattice Michelle Anderson Mike Healy Peri Lundberg

Sandy Lovewell
231-907-9033 231-510-1058 231-690-7834 231-590-0711

Office Manager
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Signs 1t is time to overhaul your kitchen

Remodeling a kitchen adds value to
a home. Remodeling Magazine’s “Cost
vs. Value Report” indicates mid-range
kitchen remodels cost about $66,000,
and homeowners can expect to recover
about 60 to 80 percent of that cost at
resale.

Homeowners may wonder if remod-
eling their kitchens is worth the invest-
ment. But homeowners should not just
consider cost, but also the current con-
ditions of their kitchens when decid-
ing if a renovation project is the right
move to make. These signs indicate it
may be time to renovate a kitchen.

- Breakers are triggered: If the lights
go dark from a tripped circuit breaker
every time you try to microwave and
run the toaster oven at the same time,
your wiring is likely not up to the task
of handling the workload and could be
out of date. A kitchen remodel will as-
sess wiring load needs and an electric
overhaul may be necessary.

- Lack of storage: One of the biggest
hassles homeowners encounter in their

kitchens is a lack of storage space. If
making a meal involves a Jenga-like
stacking and rearranging of kitchen
tools, or if an avalanche occurs when-
ever you search for an item, you might
need more storage. A carefully planned
redesign can achieve this, even in a
smaller kitchen.

- Outdated appliances: Even if your
appliances are not avocado green or
mustard yellow relics of the 1970s,
they might still need to be replaced.
According to CRD Design, appliances
are only expected to last around 10 to
15 years. If appliances have become
unsafe or energy hogs, it could be time
for a remodel.

- Family is expanding (or shrinking):
Kitchens often are the heart of a home.
They need to meet the needs of the
family that resides in that home. A re-
model can add space as needed. On the
flip side, when a couple becomes emp-
ty nesters, kitchens can be redesigned
and downsized to reflect their new
needs and desires, such as the addition

of a wine chiller or espresso station.

- Poor lighting: Task lighting is es-
sential in a kitchen, but older homes
may not be equipped with lighting
where it’s most needed. A carefully de-
signed remodel can improve lighting
with under-cabinet lights, pendants,
overhead lighting, and even natural
light to make the space attractive and
more functional.

- Frequent run-ins: The notion that
you can have too many cooks in the
kitchen refers to having too many
people trying to pitch in or offer their
opinions. However, it also can apply to
when too many people are gathering in
a small space. Redesigning a kitchen
can improve the efficiency of a space
and make the room feel larger.

- Aesthetic appeal: Many kitchen re-
models have been inspired by unsight-
ly kitchens. Cosmetic changes can lead
to big improvements.

Kitchen renovations can add instant
appeal and help address issues that
tend to plague outdated rooms.
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Protect your home from winter’s freeze

Freezing temperatures may be good
for ice skating or building snowmen,
but sub-freezing temperatures can be
dangerous for the average person and
his or her home.

Cold weather often leaves people
scurrying to do whatever is necessary
to safeguard themselves from the big
chill. But it’s important homeowners
also protect their homes in cold weath-
er.

PLUMBING

Plumbing and pipes may be vulnera-
ble to cold weather. Frozen pipes may
burst and cause substantial damage to
a home, potentially causing flooding
and structural damage.

Homeowners should disconnect
and drain garden hoses before win-
ter arrives. Water to outdoor hose bibs
should be turned off, though the valves
on these outdoor faucets should be left

open to drain. Also, outdoor faucets can
be covered with insulating foam covers.

The Red Cross says pipes that freeze
most frequently include pipes in un-
heated areas, such as basements, attics,
garages, and crawl spaces. Close vents
to the outside in areas like attics and
basements to limit the amount of cold
air that gets indoors. Think about insu-
lating unheated areas, as well as using
pipe sleeves, heat tape or wraps on ex-
posed pipes.

By opening kitchen and bathroom
cabinet doors, homeowners can allow
warm air from a home to reach pipes
under the sink. During extreme freezes,
keep cold water dripping from a sink to
prevent pipes from freezing.

SERVICE HVAC SYSTEMS

It’s important to ensure that heating
systems are working properly prior to
the cold-weather season. It may only

pr- -

Sxteviors
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take hours for the interior of a home
to reach dangerously low temperatures
without adequate heat. Homeowners
should schedule annual checkups of
furnaces and hot water heaters. Inspect
the heat exchanger for cracks, install a
clean air filter and make sure all ther-
mostats are working properly.

HAVE FUEL READY

Homeowners who heat their homes
with oil, wood or coal should make sure
they have plenty of fuel on hand in ad-
vance of winter. Shortages can occur,
and it may take some time for new fuel
to arrive in the midst of a cold snap.

As a precaution, homeowners can
rely on portable space heaters to fill in
the heating gaps during freezing tem-
peratures. Exercise extreme caution
with these devices, turning them off
when leaving the room and remember-
ing to avoid overloading outlets.

IN LUDINGTON

100+ Five Star Reviews on Google!

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTER

- b yrinstallation warranty.

- 20 yr product manufacturer warranty.
- Financing at 0% up to 24 months.
Loans from $1000 up to $100,000.

- Licensed & fully insured.

(231) 907-2882
www.SuperiorExteriorsMl.com

-

New Purchases * New Construction

Refinance ® Bruised Credit OK ¢

Low Down Payment
CONVENTIONAL -« USDA * FHA « MSHDA + VA

metro
ITlortgage

216 E. Ludington Ave.
231.425.5555

Call Anytime EoeR
mmeyer@metromtg.com
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Benefits of freestanding tubs

Few home design elements provide
the instant wow factor of freestanding
tubs. Freestanding tubs have an air of
luxury that can help current homeown-
ers relax, and impress buyers when
homes go on the market.

Freestanding tubs are typically made
of cast iron or porcelain. The home im-
provement website HomeAdvisor notes
that cast iron is durable and solid and
retains heat well, which is great for
those who want to spend more than
a little time relaxing in a freestanding
tub. However, because cast iron is so
heavy, installing a cast iron tub may re-
quire structural reinforcement of the
flooring, which will add to the overall
cost of the project.

According to HomeAdvisor, the av-
erage cost to install a tub varies widely
depending on the type of tub, the ma-
terials its made of and other factors,
including plumbing and piping. For ex-
ample, the cost to install a freestanding

tub will rise considerably if new plumb-
ing and piping are necessary.

Before purchasing a freestanding tub,
homeowners should seek estimates re-
garding installation, making sure to get
them in writing. Contractors will deter-
mine if structural reinforcement is nec-
essary and include such costs in their
estimates. In addition, make sure to ask
contractors to investigate piping and
plumbing so no surprises pop up after
the tub has been purchased and work
has begun.

If estimates from contractors aren’t
budget busting, homeowners can con-
sider these benefits of freestanding
tubs before making their final deci-
sions.

- Cleaning: Because they’re detached
from other bathroom fixtures and not
flush against the wall, freestanding
tubs tend to be easier to clean than
built-in bathtubs. Freestanding tubs are
accessible from all sides, making it easy

to reach all those nooks and crannies
where grime can build up.

- Return on investment: In its 2018
“Cost vs. Value” report, Remodeling
magazine noted that upscale bath-
room remodels recouped 56.2 percent
of their cost at resale. That was a better
return on investment than an upscale
kitchen remodel (53.5 percent) and an
upscale master suite addition (48.3 per-
cent). The thought of a sizable return
on investment can make relaxing in a
freestanding tub that much more en-
joyable.

- Warmth: Even freestanding tubs
made of materials other than cast iron
offer great heat retention. Stone resin
bathtubs, for example, provide excel-
lent insulation on cold nights. That’s
ideal for people who want to unwind in
the tub without having to exit early be-
cause the water has become cold.

Freestanding tubs can transform reg-
ular bathrooms into luxurious oases.
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It is Time to Fall in Love
with a New Home!

The market is active.

Call your Lighthouse Team today!
Don’t miss your Golden Opportunity!
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