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Lotus Wellness Studio

Best Business Overall + Best Business in Shelby + Best Spa/Massage

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OUR WINNERS!




SHORELINE MEDIA / READERS’ CHOICE AUGUST 2026

Thants

forvotingus BEST!

Auto Repair Shop
and Oil Change

PENNZOIL 10 MINUTE
OIL CHANGE®

Vo Uppointment Plecessary

Regular $49.95

O 4795 SERVICE
S;/nth;?cggieunpd :\J/Iotor%il wo RK

« New Oil Filt

. ChassisLub. - 18 Point Service $250 OR MORE

AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE

EXPIRES 11-15-26 WITH COPY OF THIS AD. EXPIRES 11-15-26 WITH COPY OF THIS AD.
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS.

AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE

Your one-stop shop for brakes,
10 Minute Oil changes,
tires and all your auto repair needs.

55 Years of Proudly Serving our Area
5797 West US 10, Ludington

231-843-3414

ot f Not just oil,
e~ Pennzoil.™
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From our Family to Yours...

Dear Community,

Five years ago, we opened our doors with a simple
mission: to build the kind of healthcare experience
we would want for our own family - and for yours.

As we celebrate our 5th anniversary, we are
incredibly humbled to once again be voted Best
Physician and Best Chiropractor by the
communities we have the privilege of serving. To
receive this honor every year since opening our
doors is something we will never take for granted.
It is a reflection of the trust you have placed in our
team, and we are deeply grateful.

Because of your support, our vision continues to
grow.

This year, we are excited to welcome Dr. Spencer
Panse, who chose to return home to West Michigan
to serve the community that helped shape him. We
are expanding into Manistee, bringing podiatry and
chiropractic care together under one roof while
continuing to proudly serve our patients in
Ludington and Scottville. We will also continue our
mobile podiatry services, bringing exceptional foot
care to patients in their homes and residential care
communities when traveling to our offices is not
possible.

, , , BEST CHIROPRACTOR
While our practice continues to grow, our purpose

; ) v Dr. Weston Squires DC, CSCS  /
remains the same: to create a place where people
feel heard, cared for, and treated like family.

Thank you for allowing our family to care for yours. BEST PHYSICIAN N
We are honored to grow alongside the communities . Dr. Alexus Squires DPM, AACFAS
we call home, and we are excited for all that is still
to come. ONE
&
With gratitude, . I S «
-:}"_"‘t r". -] | r ||." ;11 |'JJ- q .
7/ / \J g & IF; V. INWew WM Ul
¥ <§)<<\ Q:o

) 5
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Fueling West
Michigan with More
Than Just Snhacks!

~ - A
330 E. MAIN ST. | WALKERVILLE | 231-898-0881 | OPEN MON.-SUN. 7 AM-10 PM

Heartfelt thanks to West Michigan for honoring Ten31 Stop
Best Business in Scottville and Favorite Overall Business!
We're here because of our stellar team and
your fantastic support. It is an honor to serve you.

STOP IN FOR ALL THE BEST:

* Always hot, ready-to-go meals * Fine wines and spirits
¢ Daily specials and delicious pizzas * Proudly family-owned and operated
» Extensive selection in our Beer Cave

Ten31 Stop: Serving up convenience with a side of community!

fae— , TSR .y

460 W.US 10 | SCOTTVILLE | 231-936-1009 | OPEN MON.-FRI. 4:30 AM-10 PM; SAT. & SUN. 6 AM-10 PM
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r/‘ - West Shore
\}/ Eye Care

VOTED BEST
EYE CARE

WITH YOUR EYE
CARE NEEDS

ToDD BERAD REED

—

AND RAacHEL GAUDETTE

BREADREED.COM

You!

westshoreeyecare.com

West Shore Eye Care
Dry Eye Center of West Michigan
231-843-4117

info@westshoreeyecare.com
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* Alignments
* Brakes * Steering & Suspension
* Tires * Engine Repair & Replacement

‘_ E 3 ’-‘-‘2}5 3535‘ . ?JLES::ges é\:rt;an;::;ce I;ansmission

8,8 .ﬂﬁ.@ Al

e ; :
BEST MECHANIC - JACK CURRIER FAVORITE FOR BEST
FAVORITE AUTO REPAIRS AND FAVORITE OIL CHANGE  TIRES - ROB CASTONIA

702 S. James St., Ludington, Mi 231-425-3526 Open Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

THANK YOU for voting for us! It is an honor to serve the community.
Bringing you our hest everyday!

TWO LOCATIONS, Six Master Technicians Ready to Deliver Expert Care at Either One

L YOUR FAVORITE T
USED CAR DEALERSHIP!:

ey e e i i Mg

FRESH INVENTORY, FAIR PRICES AND NO FLUFF — JUST HONEST DEALS FROM
FOLKS WITH 25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

« Auto Sales * Tuneups * Automatic LAKESHORE MOTORS

* Alignments ¢ Heating & AC Transmission Sales & Servi

* Brakes « Steering & Suspension  Replacement q €5 &L OCIVICC
* Tires * Engine Repair & e

* Oil Changes  Replacement

4413 W. US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI 23 1-292-5768 0pen Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm
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Your guide to'the 2026 Shoreline
» Media Readers Choice Winners

Celebrating Community Favorites:
2026 Reader’s Choice Awards

The results are
in, and once again,
Shoreline Media
readers have made
their choices.

The 2026 Read-
ers’ Choice Awards
celebrate the busi-
nesses, organiza-
tions and people
our readers turn to
every day — where
they eat, shop and
do business, who they trust for services and
the places they recommend when someone
asks, “Who’s the best?”

These awards aren't selected by a panel
of judges or decided in our newsroom. They
are determined by our readers. Each vote is a
personal recommendation — the restaurant
you return to, the mechanic you trust, the
store where you like to shop or the person
you call when you need a job done.

For the businesses and individuals fea-
tured in these pages, that makes the honor
especially meaningful. Earning a customer’s
business is important. Earning that custom-
er’s recommendation is something worth
celebrating.

Some of this year’s honorees are familiar
names that have served West Michigan for
generations. Others are newer businesses
building a following and becoming part of
their communities. Whether large or small,
each has earned the support of the people
who voted for them.

Local businesses are an important part of
what keeps our communities going. They
employ our neighbors, sponsor youth teams

and community events, support local organi-
zations and contribute to the local econo-
my. When there is a fundraiser, festival or
community project that needs support, local
businesses are often among those asked to
help — and many do.

That relationship works both ways. Sup-
porting a local business helps keep dollars
closer to home and supports the variety of
shops, restaurants and services that help our
communities thrive. Readers’ Choice gives
us a chance to honor those businesses while
giving readers a useful guide to some of
West Michigan’s favorites.

You might find a restaurant you haven’t
tried, a shop you've never visited or a service
you didn’t know was available close to home.
Consider these pages recommendations
from your fellow West Michigan residents
about businesses, organizations and people
they know and trust.

To this year’s winners and favorites, con-
gratulations. Being chosen by your custom-
ers and neighbors is an accomplishment
worth celebrating. Thank you for the work
you do and for the many ways you contrib-
ute to the communities you serve.

And to our readers, thank you for voting.
Your participation makes Readers’ Choice
possible and gives local businesses and in-
dividuals something especially valuable: the
endorsement of the people they serve.

We hope you enjoy the 2026 Shoreline Me-
dia Readers’ Choice Awards — and perhaps
find a new favorite along the way.

Paul Heidbreder
Interim Publisher
Shoreline Media Group

Arts & Entertainment ............... 10
Automotive /Recreational .......... 10
(€011 11117 12
Financial Services .............. 10
Food &Beverage...............ccouvmeneeen 16
Furry Friends ..........coeeevveverennrreenns 20
Health Care ..o 20
Home & Garden .................. &2
Retail / Shopping — L
Y e | |
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FOR VOTING US
BEST BREWERY
BEST RESTAURANT
BEST DINNER
BEST STEAK

"JBCSs
PORTSIDE GARDEN KITCHEN + BAR
TSID " \ ¥
&&’\DENE OPEN DAILY 3-9PM, LIVE MUSIC THURSDAYS 5-8PM df%"“‘



SHORELINE MEDIA / READERS’ CHOICE

AUGUST 2026

‘!’gmwm Media Best of West Michigan Winners

Arts & Entertainment

Stix
 Spartan West Bowling Center
* Eagles

Kibby Creek Campground
% Poncho’s Pond RV Park
* Ludington State Park

Sand Bar
¥ Stix
% Waterfront Park

Silverback Offroad Rentals
% S.5. Badger Lake Michigan Carferry
% MacWood’s Dune Rides

Rhythm and Dunes
% Asparagus Festival
% Western Michigan Fair

Art Rocks Gallery
% Todd and Brad Reed Photography
% Ludington Area Center for the Arts

Lakeside Links Golf Course
J Lincoln Hills Golf Club
% Hemlock Golf Club

Ludington State Park
% Stearns Park
% Waterfront Park

White Pine Village
% Sandcastles Childrens Museum
% Port of Ludington Maritime Museum

Todd and Brad Reed
Photography
% Vince Rockwell Photography
% Thocher Media

Ludington State Park
J Stearns Beach
¥ Silverback Offroad Rentals

KIBBY CR

—r-—.,u-lr.q. .|:

Treetop Meadows
 (Cox Ranch
% The Lake House

Automotive/Recreational

Benedict Auto Center
% Lakeshore Collision
% Dusty’s Auto Body

NAPA Auto Parts Ludington
% Auto Value Ludington
* O'Reilly Auto Parts
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Thanksfor
Your Vote!

Winner for
One of the
Best Bakeries,
Lunch,
Business in
Ludington
and Business
Overall

qh(lﬂk (UOlL to our loyal

customers who voted us BEST
BUSINESS IN MUSKEGON 4 years in

2026

a row! As well as FAVORITE MATTRESS
and FAVORITE FURNITURE store! m

We are honored you chose us!

find us on

L facebook
3000 Henry St.,

Muskegon ‘L A N‘G’ L O I HS
ANl HOME FURNISHINGS |

733-2528
SINCE 1947

langloisstore.com

Your Car Your Choice!

Don’t let insurance dictate where
you go for body shop work

We're on Cloud Nine
Thanks to Your
Tremendous Support!

From dings to
collissions,
trust our
expert team

fortop-quality 8
repairs.

=]
=

Drive
with
confidence!

1742 W.US 10
Scottville

Benedict's {
231.613.4111

Auto Genter

+ Matter of Balance Classes

* Painting and Craft Classes

* Tax Credits

* Medicare/Medicaid Assistance
* Exercise Classes - Enhance

¢ Clubs - Coin, Walking,

* Fun in-door activities

+ Cards/Games

2026

Cefeé/mflny Ove 50 Vears of Serving oun Commmf% Vé

A hearifelt thank you for voting the Ludington
Senior Center as the best non-profit organization! ﬁjz\s\

The Ludington
Senior Center

Vitality at its best!

“Keeping Seniors Active
and Independent”

Providing Activties for Hedlthier Living FESES

Fitness, Zumba, Yoga,
Stretch/Fit, Line Dancing,

Cardio Drumming, Feldenkrols Stop in and see what’s new, or read a

copy of our monthly newsletter!
A digital copy can be accessed on our Facebook page.

Garden, Men’s Breakfast, Come join in on the fun, ages 50 and up!

Book Club

* Ping Pong 308 S. Rowe, Ludington [1
- Bl 231-845-6841

http://ludingtonseniorcenter.org
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BEST AUTO REPAIR/SERVICE BEST MOTOR SPORTS SALES/  BEST RV SALES/SERVICE

Avenue Tire & Service SERVICE Bish’s RV
% Lakeshore Automotive & Tire Lakeshore Motorsports % Finish Line Motor Sports
% Brand’s Auto Repair and Marine * Matt Miner
% U-Win Motorsports
BEST BOAT SALES/SERVICE # Fox Power Sports BEST TIRE SHOP
Lakeshore Motorsports Lakeshore Automotive &
and Marine BEST NEW CAR DEALERSHIP Tire BEST BUSINESS IN HART
% Hamlin Lake Marina Urka Auto Center % Steve’s Tire & Automotive Service La Probadita
% (harlie’s Marina % Meyers Chevrolet % Tire It Wholesale % Hansen Foods
* Watson’s Ludington % Birch & Blossom
BEST MECHANIC BEST TOWING SERVICE
Jack Currier - Lakeshore BEST OIL CHANGE Fiers Towing & Recovery ~ BEST BUSINESS IN LAKE
Automotive & Tire Avenue Tire & Service * Oceana Auto COUNTY
% Peter Larsen - Lakeshore % Lakeshore Automotive & Tire % Auto Ranch Jones Ice Cream
Motorsports and Marine % Lighthouse Car Care % Best Bear Lodge
# Derrick Brown - Meyers Chevrolet BEST USED CAR DEALERSHIP % Nah-Ta-Kah

Vander Haag Car Sales LLC
% Lakeshore Motor Sales
* Meyers Chevrolet

Overflowing with Gratitude Thank You for Voting

|
We’re thrilled and thankful to receive this golden accolade from our community. Us i1 Plumber.
L Your continued support fuels our commitment to prowdmg top-notch plumbing solutions. RN N A& 1|

plumbing challenge
'« Prompt, professional service every time
ot - . Advanced techniques for efficient
s Z - problem-solving
' . * Dedicated to ensuring your home’s
comfort and safety

CHOLTENS

LUMBING Inc.

142 S. Main St.
Scottville, MI 49454

(231) 757-3049

www.scholtensplumbing.com
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Thank you for
voting us Best
Landscaper. i
The growth we've experienced over the pas
27 years is because of customers like you who
rely on our dependable, professional service.
We value your trust and we'll do our best to
continue to provide the level of service you
deserve.

——
2026
&SHM"NE b
Y MEDIA
<, Readers’ Choice -,
u& 3 xpx 3 ,l‘é

WNECA

3091 N. US31, Scottville, Ml 49454
231-757-3850

Thank YOU for voting Mike Fennema

Painting as Favorite Painter in the Region!

This local support means
everything to me and my
small business. | am truly
grateful for your trust and
confidence in my work.
I look forward to continuing
to provide quality service
and craftsmanship to the
—— community.

MIKE FENNEMA Visit Mike Fennema

s——PAINTING e Painting on Facebook.

(616) 717-8394 - Ludington

READERS’ CHOICE ONE OF THE BEST!

« 50+ years of trusted experience

» Customer service is our #1 priority

» We work directly with your insurance company
* Precision repairs. Friendly faces. Peace of mind.

YOUR LOCAL COLLISION EXPERTS = WHERE CARE MEETS CRAFTSMANSHIP

L - I O P N

Cidality Reparr With Hometown

111 South Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington, Ml 49431

231-425-4586

N
See us for your Auto,

Home, Health, Life,
Business
Insurance needs

Magee Insurance Group also
has Boat, Mobile Home,
Motorcycle, Farm
and Disability

community Insurance available

for voting
Magee Insurance
the BEST
insurance
agencyin
Mason County

Call for a free quote today

EE

INSURANCE GROUPJ

5965 E Ludington Ave
Ludington, M| 49431
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BEST CITY TO CALL HOME
Ludington

* Pentwater

* Hart

BEST BUSINESS IN
LUDINGTON
The Side Room
% Trail's End Baking Company
% Lakeshore Motorsports and Marine

BEST BUSINESS IN MONTAGUE
Montague Foods

“ Hanson Hill

 Coldwell Banker Woodland Schmidt

BEST BUSINESS IN MUSKEGON
Langlois Home Furnishings

% 231Towing

* (ostco

BEST BUSINESS IN
PENTWATER

Deb Stevenson Group -

Greenridge Realty
% Antler Bar
% Brown Bear

BEST BUSINESS IN
SCOTTVILLE

Ten31 Stop
* Pro-Master Cleaning & Restoration
“ Squires Chiropractic

BEST BUSINESS IN SHELBY

Lotus Wellness Studio
¥ Brown Bear
 Pizza Factory

Thank You

—— FOR VOTING US ——

WINNER

|| CREDIT UNION

BEST AUTO LOAN PROVIDER

BEST CREDIT UNION

l l-larbur

Your success is
our success, we
belong to you.

BEST BUSINESS IN SILVER
LAKE/MEARS

Chicken Shack
% MacWood’s Dune Rides
% Silverback Offroad Rentals

BEST BUSINESS IN
WHITEHALL

Bell’s of Whitehall
* Colby’s Cafe & Brew

BEST BUSINESS OVERALL

Lotus Wellness Studio
* Ten31 Stop
% Trail's End Baking Company

BEST HEALTH & FITNESS CLUB

Ludington Athletic Club
% HarborFit Studio
% America’s Fitness Center Ludington

BEST LOCAL NON-PROFIT
CAUSE
Ludington Senior Citizens
Center
“ Mason County Mutts
* COVE

(231) 843-2323

safeharborcu.org
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FORVOTING US

ONE OF YOUR FAVORITES FOR (===

THE BEST TOWING SERVICE!

Local & Long Distance Towing
24/7/365 Towing & Roadside Assistance

Largest Scrap Steel/Auto
Buyers In The Area

5170 W. Polk Rd., Hart
Hart 231-873-3500
Ludington 231-843-6500

www.oceana-auto.com

We would like to thank everyone who
voted for us for the honorable title of Best
Contractor, One of the Best for Kitchen &
Bath Remodeler and Construction Company.
We take our trade very seriously and truly

appreciate that you the readers have noticed
that. We are approaching our 18th year and
are very excited to see what the future holds.
With a community as great as ours we are
sure that only great things are to come.

| am Jackson Quick the founder and president of
Jackson Quick Building Inc. | am a licensed builder
with a passion for turning dreams into reality. Since
establishment in 2010, we’ve been dedicated to
serving Mason and Lake County with a commitment
to quality, craftsmanship, and personalized
experiences. We take
care of every step of the ‘t‘ r -\' -
construction process - -
and build like it was our
own.

a.'-‘

o
¥

Our Philosophy:

Local Roots: As an alurnni and
member of the CTE/Building
Trades prograrn, I'm proud to
contribute to our community by
employing local

subcontractors and workers.
Premnium Products: We believe in
using the best, which is why we
source prerniurm materials locally

to ensure the highest quality for Let’s Build Together:

your home. We look forward to the
opportunity to work with

you. Together, we can create
the home you‘ve always

Communication: The key to a
successful project lies in open
cornmunication. We prioritize

regular updates and discussions dreamed of.
to make your vision come to life SERVING MASON, LAKE AND
seamlessly. SURROUNDING COUNTIES

Our Commitment:
Excellence: We strive for excellence
in every project, delivering a
premium product that reflects our
dedication to craftsmanship. H,Eksml mck
Neatness: A clean and organized

BUI'LDIHG ING,

Jjob site is crucial for efficiency and
safety. We take pride in maintaining 231-233-2164
JacksonQuickBuilding.com

LICENSED & INSURED

a tidy work environment.
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BEST FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Julee Sarto - EP Wealth

Advisors
 Austin Garcia
 Brian Madl - Edward Jones

Financial Services

BEST MORTGAGE/HOME LOAN
PROVIDER
Metro Mortgage Group
* Preferred Credit Union
 Safe Harbor Credit Union

BEST ACCOUNTING/CPA FIRM

Heyse & Associates, Inc.
% Rob Bednarz, Merskin & Merskin
% (Cameron Accounting

BEST AUTO LOAN PROVIDER

Safe Harbor Credit Union
% Preferred Credit Union
 Filer Credit Union

BEST BANK/CREDIT UNION

Safe Harbor Credit Union
% West Shore Bank
 Filer Credit Union

Proud to be Voted as the Best
Hookin’ with a smile

Winch-out + Lockout ; 24 HR.
Fuel Delivery : TOWING SERVICE
Tire Change - Jump Start  :  931-757-4419
Local & Long Distance Hauling 231-923-0828

FIERS 1ownesRecoveryLie

1947 S. Darr Rd., Scottville

BEST BAKERY

Country View Bakery
% Trail's End Baking Co
* West Shore Market

BEST BAR

Sand Bar
“ Sportsman’s Restaurant and Bar

% Alley Bar & Grill
* Jamesport Brewing Company

BEST BARBEQUE

The Q Smokehouse
% (ountry View Bakery
% Cluck Bucket

BEST BREAKFAST
Jolly Plate

 0Old Hamlin

* (afe 106

BEST BREWERY

Jamesport Brewing Company
J Starving Artist
 Ludington Bay Brewery

BEST BURGER

Burger Bliss
“* Sportsman’s Restaurant and Bar
“ Jamesport Brewing Company

BEST CATERING
Gloria Ann’s Catering &

Takeout
% (luck Bucket
“ Big Apple Bagels

BEST CUP OF COFFEE

Book Mark

% Trail's End Baking Company
* Red Rooster Coffee & Community

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US
"ONE OF THE BEST GROCERY STORES!"
WEST SHORE MARKET CELEBRATES WITH GRATITUDE

. Ahuge thank you to
our community for
voting us One of the
| Best Grocery Stores!
: " Your support makes
s 4._;... every day sweeter at
West Shore Market.
! We are honored to
serve up the treats
that bring a smile to
your face.

850 W. US 10,
= SCOTTVILLE, MI__
-y 57-9130
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Thank gou

forvoting us Best Wedding Venue!

”T'reo.n'% ’lll"!E BUIEE -H E
Party Bus 'ﬂm%%g%!_ ‘I_'. .
Rental Now |

Large Capacity Venue,
Secluded Country Setting,
Full Weekend Rental,
Open June-October

Comfortably accommodating up to

450 guests indoors

On-site ceremony availability

Featuring a bridal suite & grooms’ room

for attendants to prepare

Side entrance attached to prep area for
caterer’s convenience

ADA accessible men's & women's restrooms
Seating provided

Looking forward to the first day of
your Happily Ever After

Now BOOKING FOR THE 2027 - 2028 WEDDING SEASON

_@6_&%9 ;W@’éwj----

For more .- information or contact info visit us on
Facebook@treetopmeadows ¢ www.treetopmeadows.com
5230 West Angling Road, Ludington, Michigan 49431

A very large and heartfelt thank you to my
clients and community for your support, trust,
and business. |, very literally, couldn't do this
without you!

Also, a big shout out to my fellow industry
professionals - | am so thankful for your

professionalism and dedication to our
community.

n:EgLTDn‘
YEAR

" CALL (231) 881-2167

BROKER | OWNER | REALTOR®

AVAILABLE HOMES

Lighthouse Realty

503 S, Rath Ave. * Ludington * 131-845-7500




BEST DINNER BEST FOOD TRUCK
Jamesport Brewing Company Brunch Babes Food Truck

* Table 14  The Wooden Paddle Pizza And Wings

* Stix  Burger Bliss

BEST DONUTS BEST GROCERY STORE
Wesco Meijer

% Orchard Market  Family Fare

% Brunch Babes Food Truck * Aldi

BEST FARM MARKET BEST ICE CREAM
Orchard Market House of Flavors

% The Market “ Dairy Queen of Ludington

% Ludington Farmers’ Market * Krave

BEST FISH FRY BEST LIQUOR/BEER/WINE
Bortell’s Fisheries STORE

% Cluck Bucket Northside Market

% Scotty’s Restaurant “ Ludington Liquor

“ Family Fare

BURGERS, BITES, & CHEERS — THANKS FOR YOUR VOTES!”

A big thank you for voting us One of the Best Bars, Burgers, and Pizzas!
We're honored to be your go-to for delicious burgers and cherished memories.

Award-winning burgers ¢ Heartwarming dinners
Family-friendly atmosphere

Where good food meets great company!

1 W. Ludington Ave, Ludington, MI 49431
231-843-2138  www.sportsmansludington.com

T nereline Media Best of West Michigan Winnehs

SHORELINE MEDIA / READERS’ CHOICE AUGUST 2026

BEST LUNCH BEST RESTAURANT
Big Apple Bagels Jamesport Brewing

% Trail's End Baking Compnay Company

#* (luck Bucket * Table 14

“ Ludington Harbor Cafe

BEST MEAT MARKET
Sanders Meats BEST STEAK
% Ludington Meat Company Jamesport Brewing
% Northside Market Company
“ Bungalow
BEST MEXICAN FOOD % Timbers Prime
El Rancho
% La Probadita BEST WINERY
% The Grand Love Wines
% Pere Marquette Winer
BEST PIZZA * Fox Bamq !
Hungry Howies % Jamesport Brewing Company
“ Hart Pizza

“ Sportsman’s Restaurant and Bar

ANSYRY/ II,
THANK YOU TO /
z
e
0T

ol

EVERYONE WHO
ATTENDED IN 2026!

Thank you for voting us
Favorite Outdoor/Outdoor
Event Space!

" Mok Your ey
el
Dnnﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁrk \

NS\ P/ 4

N\
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Thank You for voig us

Best Law Firm
Business Law Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-5 PM
Civil Litigation By Appointment Only

Criminal Law
Drivers License Restoration
Drunk Driving
Elder Law/Medicaid Planning
Estate Planning
Family Law * Personal Injury
Probate * Real Estate

Thompson, Thompson
& Glanville, PLC

111 E. Court St., Ludington 231-843-8579

Voted Best
Mattress
Compaany!

BOKDROP
SAYS

¥ Y
¥ 2026 READER’S CHOICE }
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

BOOK YOUR
TRIP TODAY!

= Lake Michigan

TS BRT- XL

We're thrilled to be
recognized as your
s go-to spot for quality
furniture and
mattresses. At Box
Drop Mattress & j

Furniture, we’re all
about delivering the
best without
breaking the bank

WHAT WE OFFER:
+ A wide range of seating including sofas, sectionals, loveseats, and recliners.
+ An extensive mattress center featuring hybrids, firm, pillow-top, cooling gel,
and adjustable bases.
* Factory-direct merchandise at 30-60% below retail prices.
+ Brands You Love:Serta, Sleep2Win, Parker House, Ashley, Simmons and many more.

Open 11-5 - 5 Days
Box D [()[) Closed Sun. & Wed.
707 US 10, Scottville

e rect o 231-342-7547

Floored by Your Support:
\'IIIBII Best Hﬂlll’lll!l/ Carpet Store

Thank you so much to everyone!
We are so grateful beyond words -
Your Support is Truly an Honor!

Carpet « Tile « Luxury e Vinyl Tile « Hardwood

CO OPE Rs 36 Years Experience
Far hoer 30 Year 901 N. Washington Ave., Ludington
231-425-4433

H'ME WEHHE SEmn www.ludingtonflooringcompany.com
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BEST VETERINARIAN BEST DENTIST BEST PHYSICIAN

Country Veterinary Clinic Simone Family Dental Dr. Alexus Squires - West
“ Animal Hospital of Ludington % Smith Family Dentistry Michigan Foot and Ankle
“ Companion Animal Veterinarian % DrTimothy M. Ruby, DDS % Dr. Amanda Overmyer

Services “ DrCooney
% Hart Animal Clinic BEST EYE CARE

BEST PET BOARDING  Veterinary Medical Center West Shore Eye Care BEST SENIOR CARE
# Reimer Eye Center Oakview Medical Care

Cotten’s Sunset Kennels
% Kistler Kennels

% Walmart Vision Facility

“ Ludington Woods Assisted Living

% K-NINE Retreat Kennel BEST HEARING AID
Health Care PROVIDER * ?vr;ddl.\:le(;nornyLarg' ;
BEST PET GROOMERS AudioNova eetocge oTHIangTon
: SI-IaEEy T,;ils cl'-rooming * Beltone Hearing BEST SPA/MASSAGE
crubbing Muzzels .
* 4 Pawz Pet Salon BEST CHIROPRACTOR BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY * Sl ?tyss Welless Studio
. . . afari Sun
Squires Chiropractic WestMichigan Physical Therapy - ecka's Bodyworks
 NorthStar Chiropractic # Best Physical Therapy
* Morley Chiropactic Wellness * Ivy Rehab

 Dynamic Physical Therapy

Pawsitively Grateful:
Thank You for Voting
us Best Veterlnary Chmc'

Thank you
for voting us
as the best!

You came, you voted,

and we won! Thank you
for naming Ludington
Woods the Best in
West Michigan for

senior care.

T"hl"lu & 3 \
We're truly thrilled and honored to be named the best
veterinary clinic! Your trust and support mean the
world to us. Thank you for choosing us as your preferred
veterinary clinic, and we promise to continue delivering
exceptional service to your furry family members.

TRY e Ludington Woods A %
C _E JUNT 2750 N Stiles Rd. 231-399-3974 L«dhgbni{/oo
VETEHINARY  Ludington, M 49431 502 N. Sherman St.

CLINIC (231) 843-3213 Ludington, M| 49431 StoryPoint.com &%

WWW.Ccvcmi.com
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We are so honored to receive the
award for Best Tanning, Best
Hair Salon & Favorite Message!

SHERELINE .
¢ MEDIA -

=/, Readers Choice
) 1%/
e )

O

—{
&
L

This truly means so much to our
team, as our top goal is to provide
the ultimate customer service
experience to each and every
individual.
Salon.Tanning .Massage We value our clients so very much
and can’t possibly thank you
enough for showing us love!

Thank You

(231) 845 6597
Ludivgton, NI
y 3843 US-10 Hwy

To our loyal customers and wonderful G MEDIA
community—thank you for your continued trust s/
and support. It is an honor to be voted:
Best Carpet Cleaning
Best Restoration Services
One of Scottville’s Favorite Businesses
Serving this community is a privilege, and we
remain dedicated to bringing you the
highest quality service every day.

Call Today!
231-191-9061

Cleaning & Restoralion
2H-T57-9061

- 7 . O,
Lptoreir e_.l-?.éﬁ- 4 éﬁé«fﬁ?jﬁr
& TAKEOUT

Weddings, Corporate Lunches,
Family Reunions, Graduations,
Birthdays, Showers, or

Memorial Lunches £

Options Galore:
Fully Catered, Delivery, or Pick-Up
Offering Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

-

Explore our diverse menus online and
plan your perfect event with ease.

Jhank You forr Yowr Votes!

We are thrilled and grateful to be recognized as #1
Best Catering! Your support has been phenomenal.

p— ¥ P

Celebrating a decade of delicious dishes since 2010!

231-277-8300

www.gloriaannscatering.com

o LA i i' .
Your votes have made us a
WINNER! Thank You!

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you
for your generous votes!
Your support means the world to us, and we're truly blessed for the

chance to partner with you in helping to build our community!
Psalms 1071

Let’s continue to grow
and thrive together!

Voted Best in: Roofing
Voted Favorite in: Restoration

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Construction/Renovation

Construction &
Restoration Ing

VISSCHER

www.visscherinc.com

24/7 Disaster Restoration ¢ Roofing, Siding, and Decks
231-852-4734 B1

Custom Homes ¢ Additions ¢ Remodeling
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BEST CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

Eickelberg Construction
% Jackson Quick Building Inc
 Matthew 6 Construction

Home & Garden

BEST CABINETS

Carter Lumber
* West Michigan Kitchen Studio
J Standard Kitchens

BEST CONTRACTOR

Jackson Quick
* Matt Eickelberg
% Kevin Hurley

BEST CARPET CLEANING BEST FLOORING/CARPET
Promaster Cleaning & STORE
Restoration Cooper’s Floor Covering
# Servpro Service & Sales

% Lakeshore Carpet Care % Easy Living Flooring

% West Michigan Carpet and Flooring

BEST FURNITURE STORE

Lundquists Furniture
% Langlois Home Furnishings
% Hegg's Furniture

BEST GARDEN/NURSERY
STORE
Orchard Market
* The Market
#* Weesies Brothers

BEST HARDWARE/LAWN
EQUIPMENT STORE

Larson’s ACE Hardware
* Lowes

% Seymour’s Sales and Service
% Larson & Son

BEST HEATING & COOLING
SERVICE
Hankwitz Heating
and Cooling
% Premier Heating & Cooling
% Sylo Heating and Cooling

BEST HOME IMPROVEMENT
STORE

Carter Lumber
% Lowes Home Improvement
% The Home Depot

BEST HOUSE PAINTER
Pere Marquette Painting
Company

% Mike Fennema Painting

% Pentwater Painting

Sparkling \W

Voted Best
Jewelry Store!

’Ihanks

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who chose

Victoria's Jewelry as the Best Jewelry Store! 4

Your trust makes us shine brighter.

Exquisite Jewelry Selection « Expert Custom Designs
Personalized Service

Discover why we're the jewel in the community crown.
What piece are you eyeing for your next special occasion?

‘?—’?}fﬁﬁaﬁm ¥
JEWELRY

Ludington’s Diamond Destination

327 S. James St.
Ludington, MI 49431
231-845-5257
Victoriasjewelry327@gmail.com
www.ludingtonjewelers.com

A big thank you to everyone
who supported Art Rocks!
Your appreciation for local art
lights up our gallery

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES ¢ UNIQUE ART PIECES FOR SALE
VIBRANT COMMUNITY HUB

Come see what makes us a
cornerstone for creativity
in the community.

What'’s your favorite style of art?

323 S. James St., Ludington, Ml
artrocks323@gmail.com
www.artrocks323.com
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KNOWLEDGEABLE & PROFESSIONAL
EMPLOYEES ... MAKE US # 1

Best Home Improvement Store,
Best Cabinets and Best Lumber

2026

SHZRELINE
Q MEDlA
N N Readers’ Choic

MANY THANKS FOR VOTING FOR US!

It’s an honor to be part of building our community with you, we look forward
to bringing you our best every single day!

LUDINGTON, MI 49431
THE PROFESSIONAL LLUMIBEERYARD  (231) 757-9000
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BEST KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELER

West Michigan Kitchen

Studio
% Jackson Quick Building Inc.
% Pentwater Painting

BEST LANDSCAPING COMPANY

Larson’s Landscaping
% Turning Leaf Landscaping
% Morrill Landscaping and Maintenance

BEST LUMBER COMPANY

Carter Lumber
“ Standard Lumber
* Lowes Home Improvment

BEST MATTRESS STORE

Box Drop
 Lundquists Furniture
 Langlois Home Furnishings

BEST PLUMBER

Scholtens Plumbing Inc.
% Dennis Pider/Hankwitz

BEST RESTORATION
ProMaster Cleaning &
Restoration

 Servpro

 Visscher Construction and
Restoration,Inc.

fB Preferred
Credit Union

Your Preferved Financial Partner

Thank You for
Your Vote!

We're honored to be voted one
of the Best Auto Loan and
Best Mortgage/Home Loan
Providers.

Ludington Branch
266 N. Jebavy Drive, Ludington, M| 49431

PreferredCU.org | 800.328.4131

Federally Insured by NCUA | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS# 706733

BEST ROOFING COMPANY
Visscher Construction and
Restoration, Inc.

% At The Peak

“ Dan Duncil

% DEI Roofing

% XYZ Roofing and Siding

Retail/Shopping

BEST BICYCLE SHOP

Spindrift Bikes
% Trailhead Bikes
* Legacy Wheelz

BEST BOOKSTORE
Book Mark

% Windowsill

J Barnes and Noble

BEST CANNABIS DISPENSARY
The Hempire Collective

 SuperGood
 Authentic 231

BEST CHILDREN'S CLOTHING
STORE
Purple Monkey
* Meijer
 DanVibe Kreationz
“ Factory Surplus Sales

BEST CONSIGNMENT STORE

ABCKidz
% (Cedar Chest
% Yada Yada Resale

LOTUS COMMGNITY!

Because of your incredible support, Lotus is honored to receive the 2026 Readers Choice
Awards for Best Spa/Massage, Best Business in Shelby, & Best Overall Business. Year
after year, you continue to believe in us, trust us, recommmend us to family & friends, &
faithfully show up for our small business. Your support has allowed Lotus to grow, evolve, &
to be at the forefront of wellness in our community. These awards are a reflection of what
happens when a community believes in one another, lifts one another up, & celebrates
each other’s successes. This is what it means to win together! Thank you for showing up
for Lotus time & time again. We are forever humbled, deeply grateful, & excited for what
the future holds.

The Lotus Wellness Studio Family
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We're Driven to Be the Best -
Thanks to You! € |

A huge thanks for voting us
fOZG

One of the Best for Auto Repair
Service - and a crew that's
always ready to roll

TIRES - BRAKES + SUSPENSION - ENGINE WORK

B RA N D ! I%Ii)?tzt;,\l’.l Il/JV?n1A(/)Iotor Sports

AUTO REPAIR 2319361380 X

‘You ‘Buttered Us ‘Up -
And ‘We're ‘Honored!

. Thank you for voting Country View
Bakery for Best Bakery and
One of the Best BBQ Ribs for 2026!

It's a treat to bake for a community as sweet as ours.
From breads to pastries, we love bringing fresh,
homemade goodness to your table every day.

4815W.US 10
LUDINGTON
(Same parking
BAKERY lot as Aldi's)
231.425.6791 | 231.233.6292

Follow us
" on Facebook

Thank You

to everyone who voted the Historic White Pine Village
as the best museum and Port of Ludington Maritime Museum
as one of the favorite museums in the Voters Choice Awards!
Visit us and see why we’ve been recognized for our dedication to
preserving and sharing our rich heritage. Your adventure awaits!

Historic Port of
WHITE LUDINGTOMN
PIMNE MARITIME
VILLAGE MUSEUM

1687 §. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington, MI 217 S. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington, MI

MasonCountyMiHistory.org | 231-843-4808 i

DEB STEVENSON GROUP

Jow)

It’s an honor to serve this incredible community and
to be part of your home buying and selling journey.

Thank you for your trust, your support, and the
opportunity to help with all your real estate needs.

We look forward to continuing to serve you and
your families in the years to come.

Estate

Best Pusiness in Bentwater

WWW.DEBSTEVENSON.COM

FOR ﬁ YOUR
AL ESTATE NEEDS,
DEBBY TODAY!

DEBBY STEVENSON

ASSOCIATE BROKER, REALTOR"®

231-510-5727

SCAN TO VIEW
PROPERTIES

GREENRIDGE REALTY
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BEST GIFT/NOVELTY STORE

Mariellen’s Hallmark Shop
% Book Mark
% My Happy Place

BEST MEAT MARKET

Sanders Meats
% Ludington Meat Company
 Northside Market

BEST THRIFT SHOP

Yada Yada Resale

% St. Simons Bargain Center
% Goodwill Stores

BEST WOMEN'S CLOTHING
STORE

Maurices
* Glik's
* (raze
* Meijer

BEST BARBER SHOP

Family Barber Shop
% Hart Barber
 Directors Cut

BEST CHILD CARE

Brittany’s Daycare
* Bobbiann’s Daycare
* Leta’s Educational Childcare LLC

BEST CLEANING SERVICE
K&C Clean

% All Seasons Cleaning

* Servpro

BEST COMPUTER/IT SERVICE
DMC Unlimited

* STS

* TechSoPro

* (rashMasters

F MITS - Mullen IT Service

BEST EMPLOYMENT AGENCY

Manpower
* Arch Staffing
* Michigan Works!

BEST FLORIST

Bela Floral
% Birch & Blossom
% All Occasions Events & Floral

BEST HAIR SALON

Safari Sun
 Shear Perfections
 Hair by Hailey, Ludington

BEST INSURANCE AGENCY

Magee Insurance
% Lenz Balder Insurance Group
% Smith & Eddy Insurance

BEST JEWELRY STORE/
JEWELER

Victoria’s Jewelry
 Thomas 0 Jewelry

BEST LAW FIRM
Thompson, Thompson &

Glanville, PLC
v (arlos Alvarado Law
% Mark Otto

Thank you for voting us
Best Mortgage Provider!

Favorite AUTO -~
PARTS STORE \

Thank you to the readers and
customers who voted for us.

Local Experfs o Exceptioual Service

231-425-5555 | lakeshore.team@metromtg.com | metromtg.com
216 E. Ludington Ave. , Ludington, MI | 50 Filer St., Suite G, Manistee
NMLS 129386

e Stores

Find your local Auto Value at MyAutoValueStore.com/locations
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Thank you for making Hempire Collective your
choice for Best Cannabis Dispensary.

Three years in a row—
and we're just getting started.

Veteran Owned e« Locally Loved

130 S. Main St., 10147 N. Loomis Rd., 1322 E. Pickard St.
Scottvitle, Ml Clare, MI Mt Pleasant, Ml

HEMPIRECOLLECTIVE.COM —

For use by individuals 21 years of age or older only. Keep out of reach of children.
It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana.
National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.
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BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT BEST TANNING SALON
Brian Mulherin - Century 21 Bayshore Real Estate Safari Sun y
% Debby Stevenson % Paradise Island Tanning He_aders_
#* Raquel Rae #* Glo-Time Tans ch("ce WIIIIIEI'S

BEST REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Century 21 Bayshore Real Estate
% Lighthouse Realty
% Deb Stevenson Group Inc - Greenridge Realty

Full-Service Thank you to our customers for
Business voting us Best Accountant/CPA Firm

Accounting @; HEYSE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Lakewinds Center West

We Are Committed To Your Success -
Local Professionals Serving Local People 409 W. Ludington Ave. « Suite 205, Ludington
(231) 845-9500 o Fax: (231) 845-9505 « www.rphcpa.com

BUIlT ON TRUST — VOTED THE BEST!

A huge thank you for voting
Eickelberg Construction
Best Construction Company
and One of The Favorites
in Contractors.

We're proud to build more than
Just homes - we build relationships,
reliability, and results you can count on.

Ready to start your
next project?
Let’s build something | A
great - together

/‘\Eickelberg
Construction

[ 2070 N. Victory Corner Rd., Ludington
' 231-690-9377
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Fecling the Spport - Thank You! §

Voted Best Physical Therapy

~1 | We're thrilled to be
1 recognized by our i
| community for excellence

: West Michigan
Physical Therapy

901 E. Tinkham, Ludington 231-843-2676
Website: www.wmptludington.us

COUNT ON US -
AND YOU DID!

Thank you for voting Cameron
Accounting and Tax one of West
Michigan’s Favorite Accountants!

We're honored to serve this
incredible community with integrity,
accuracy, and a personal touch.

CAMERON ACCOUNTING '35 MainSt.

Scottville

& TAX SERVICES (231) 757-9585

'E‘-_FF"‘_-{_;

Thanks for voting The Alley

Bar a Reader’s Choice Favorlte' e
The Drinks Taste 'UIE ‘-‘-E
Even Better When

They’re Shared A y
With Friends. Bar & Grill

223 S. James St. | Ludington, MI 231-843-1682

Your Trust Means . -

the World 1o us §

Thank You for Voting
Morley Chiropractic Clinic %
a Favorite Chiropractor

Jeannette & Dr. James W. Morley

e Chiropractic Spinal Exam

MORLEY  Full Spine X-Rays
CHIROPRALCTIC ¢ Hands-on Chiropractic

e Adjustments for All Ages

WEI.I."ESS e Nutritional Supplements

337 N. Jebavy Dr., Ludington, MI | (231) 425-3660 | morleychiropractics@gmail.com

Thank You for voting us Best Pet Boarding! W

* WE OFFER:
DOG AND CAT BOARDING =
DOG TRAINING 1': —

2750 N STILES RD., LUDINGTON, Mi 49431 o 231-845-0550

. 20

§ Together, We Make a Difference.

Thank You for Voting COVE
a Favorite Nonprofit!

N
<
T

2

Communities Overcoming
Violent Encounters

et e 24/7 Hotline: 1-800-950-5808

$ Thank you for voting us
one of your favorites for
Best Auto Body Repair!

Auto Body & Detail

135 S. Jebavy Drive, Ludington, Mi

231-845-1367
“Where the Detail Makes the Difference”

Sincere Mhanks!

We’re on cloud nine,
thanks to your
tremendous support!

Best Beer, Wine & Liquor,

! and Favorite for
N“HTH%IHE MARKFT Best Meat Market

M et & Vel It is a privilege to be
a part of this

Corner of N. Washington & Bryant Rd. ! .
231.843.4460 amazing community
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Best Busmess In Ludmgton Less than a year after opening,
The Side Room earns Ludington’s top Readers’ Choice honor

BY KATE BABEL
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF REPORTER

LUDINGTON — Opening a new busi-
ness is never easy. Earning the commu-
nity’s vote as the best business in town
before celebrating a first anniversary is
even more rare.

That is exactly what happened for
The Side Room, which captured the
2026 Shoreline Media Readers’ Choice
Award as Best Business in Ludington
less than a year after opening its doors.

Located in the Pier building on Lud-
ington Avenue, The Side Room wel-
comed its first customers on Nov. 13,

2025.In just a few months, the cocktail
lounge has become a popular gather-
ing place for both local residents and
visitors.

For owner Steve Sides and his son,
Jeremy, the recognition came as a sur-
prise.

“I still don’t think it’s real, really,”
Steve said. “Tt was so easy designing the
whole place and then building it, and I
didn’t think people were gonna like it
as much as they do.”

Jeremy shared his father’s disbelief.

“I'mean, we were obviously really
surprised,” he said. “We’ve only been
open not even a year, but I'm glad ev-

erybody’s liking it. Really, that’s what
blows us away. We had no expectation
of possibly being the best business in
Ludington.”

The business itself almost came to-
gether by chance.

Steve said the opportunity arose after
talking with Sarah Candance, owner of
Pier to Pier Picnics, who had purchased
the building. When he learned a liquor
license was included with the property,
he began envisioning a cocktail lounge
in an unused side room.

“The restis history,” Steve said. “So
we built a bar.”

Jeremy admitted he initially wasn’t

convinced the idea would become re-
ality.

“He called me one day and said, ‘I
think I want to open a bar in here,” Jer-
emy recalled with a laugh. “He’s had a
lot of pipe dreams, so sometimes you
kind of take it with a grain of salt. But
once we got in there and started re-
modeling, before we knew it, it all start-
ed to become an actual place.”

The name itself carries a double
meaning, combining the family’s sur-
name with the bar’s location tucked
into the side of the building.

From the beginning, Steve envisioned
something different from a typical
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neighborhood tavern.

Inspired by the cocktail lounges of
the 1920s and 1930s, The Side Room
features vintage décor, period-inspired
music and handcrafted cocktails made
with premium ingredients.

“I think it’s mostly the theme,” Steve
said. “We wanted that 20s and 30s
style. We wanted high-quality ingre-
dients, high-quality liquors and even
high-quality food. We wanted to be a
nice establishment all around.”

Rather than simply creating anoth-
er place to grab a drink, Steve said he
wanted guests to feel as though they
had stepped somewhere entirely dif-
ferent.

“I'wanted people to walk in and for-
get they were in Ludington,” he said.
“Nothing against Ludington, but peo-
ple have told us, ‘Wow, it’s like we're
not even in Ludington anymore.’

That’s exactly what I was going for.”

That attention to detail extends be-
yond the décor.

“We wanted the music to match
the era,” Steve said. “You just come
in and chill. We wanted people to feel
like they were sitting in a lounge in a
big city.”

Steve also credits the staff for help-
ing create the atmosphere customers
have embraced.

“We hired good staff,” he
said. “We have awesome
bartenders. The better your
help is, the more satisfied
your customers are.”

Although the business
has quickly found success,
the Sides family says they
have no plans to stop im-
proving.

They’re continuing to

refine the business while preparing
their next venture, the Side Counter
Deli, and hope the Readers’ Choice
recognition is only the beginning.
“We're just going to keep trying to
tweak things to benefit the custom-
ers,” Steve said. “It’s really weird how
many people really like it as much as
they do. I'm blown away, honestly.”

i
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Best of Whitehall: Bell’s of Whitehall earns
fourth straight Readers’ Choice honor

BY LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR.
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

Located on East Colby Street, Bell’s
operates both its main showroom
and a two-story Clearance Center, of-
fering furniture, flooring, mattress-
es and home accessories in a wide
range of styles and price points.

The repeat recognition reflects a
business that has evolved from a
small furniture store into a regional
destination while remaining fami-
ly-owned for nearly seven decades.

Store manager Dennis Spira said
the business was founded in 1954,
well before either he or salesperson
and designer Marci Thielman were
born.

Bell’s has been owned by the
Thielman family since 1957, when
founder George Bell sold the busi-

ness to Gene Thielman. Gene’s son,
Chuck Thielman, joined the busi-
ness after graduating from college
in 1970, helping transform the small
neighborhood furniture store into a
regional destination by expanding
both the showroom and its product
offerings.

Over the decades, the family pur-
chased neighboring buildings, grow-
ing the showroom to approximately
40,000 square feet.

Today, the main showroom fea-
tures living room, dining room and
bedroom collections, along with
flooring, carpeting and home acces-
sories. The Clearance Center special-
izes in closeouts, one-of-a-kind piec-
es and more affordable options.

Marci Thielman, whose husband is
Gene Thielman’s grandson, said she
joined the family business nearly 20

years ago after she and her husband
moved from Grand Rapids to White-
hall.

“After we got married, I decided
to see if it was something I liked and
I've been here for almost 20 years,”
she said.

Spira said Bell’s distinguishes itself
by displaying furniture in complete
room settings rather than rows of in-
dividual pieces.

“I think the biggest thing that is
different about our store is that, like
avignette or a display where it’s fully
accessorized,” Spira said.

“You have rugs, lamps, accessories,
pictures — everything is done and we
set up our whole entire store in vi-
gnettes as opposed to rows of sofas
or rows of chairs.”

While some areas, such as the La-Z-
Boy gallery, are organized by brand,

most of the showroom is arranged as
complete bedroom, dining room and
living room collections.

Thielman said the displays are con-
stantly changing.

“We get new furniture added to our
inventory every day and change our
displays and layouts throughout the
store weekly,” she said. “The store is
constantly changing and furniture
gets added and removed regularly.”

Bell’s also offers complimentary
design assistance to help customers
furnish their homes.

“We’ll help you design your room
to make sure that it looks good and
is functional, and doesn’t get over-
powered by putting too big of furni-
ture in,” Thielman said.

Customer service continues after
the sale, she added.

“We’ve got a great service team,”
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The Clearance Center opened in
1994 as what was intended to be a
temporary three-month sale. Cus-
tomer response was so strong that
it became a permanent part of the
business.

“Our Clearance Center continues
to be a great source for one-of-a-kind
closeouts, along with custom order
furniture at the guaranteed lowest
price,” Thielman said.

Looking ahead, Thielman said
Bell’s remains committed to the
same values that have guided the
business for more than seven de-
cades.

“Our goals this year include pro-
viding the same great service and
selection that has made us a trust-
ed source for furniture since 1954,

Thielman said.

“We have always put our custom-
ers first, so we have continued to of-
fer the guaranteed lowest prices on
the merchandise we carry, along with
a knowledgeable sales staff to assist
you in making the best decisions for
your home,” she said.

Thielman said Bell’s delivers fur-
niture every day the store is open,
serving customers throughout West
Michigan and across the state.

“This includes putting the furni-
ture in your home, moving your old
furniture if needed, and setting up
so it’s fully functional before they
leave,” she said.

The store carries brands includ-
ing Lexington, Stanley, Leather Italia,
Canadel, Vaughan-Bassett, Flexsteel,

La-Z-Boy, Rowe, Hammary, Norwalk,
Smith Brothers and Hooker. Bell’s
also offers Shaw carpeting, Manning-
ton hard-surface flooring, laminate,
vinyl, wood flooring and mattresses.

along with offering high quality fur-
niture and design to as many people
as we can,” she said.

“We will continue to educate peo-
ple so they can make the best choices

for their home and lifestyle.
“Because we're a destination store,

we will continue to serve the communi-

ty by recommending other local busi-
nesses to visit while they are here.”

Bell’s of Whitehall is located at 116
E. Colby St. Its Clearance Center is
located at 104 E. Colby St. The busi-
ness recently began accepting Ameri-
can Express at both locations.

Thank You for Making Us Shine as the Best!

We are so grateful for the wonderful community we live in!
Thanks for Voting us Best Book Store and Best Coffee!

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 7-7; Sun. 7-5
201 S. Rath Ave., Ludington, MI

231-843-2537




SHORELINE MEDIA / READERS' CHOICE |~ AUGUST 2026

Thank You for
votingus a
Favorite Business
in Shelhy!

LARSON’S

ACE

THH helpful place.

Lawn Equipment Store!

Lawn ¢ Home ¢ Farm ¢ Garden
Home Improvement
Patio ¢ Grills
Power Tools ¢ Paint
Mowers ¢ Blowers

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
AND MORE!

931-873-2216 | 4 Lincoln St, HART, MI 231-845-7318 | 5840 W US-10, Ludington, MI

Thanks again

forvoting us

your favorite |
winery! - 1
What a Vil

blessing it is to

[ s 2]

925 S. Washington, Ludington n
231-843-3363 * www.ludingtonwine.com

’l‘llANl( SOU LIIDING'I‘ON for voting us
g # one of the Best
Museums

@f I

[ 1.“'-' Eum

---------------------l
129 dington Ave

udington * 231.233.9326
useum.co

PDownto
.sandcastleschildrens

Thank you for taking the
DONNA JAYIRWIN  time to vote, we are honored
KNUDSEN ~ Manager/Designer/ {0 receive this years
Owner/Designer ~ Wedding Consultant — \edal for “Best Florist”.

We look forward to creating
beautiful arrangements for years to

g i ‘ comme, thanks again.

5734 US 10, Ludington (Next to Little Caesars) 843-7073

Tloovete Yooe Uest Hicteigesee!

Favorlte in Lumber & Cabinets

standardlumber.com
5151 W. US 10-31, Ludington
843-2533

“Modern IT Solutions,
Old Fashioned
Customer Service”

Small Business
IT Consulting &

e Network Services

Thank You Voters!

Thank you for once again voting us “Best Computer & IT Services”!

i

Thank You for
Voting Us One
of Your Favorite
Heating & Cooling
Companies!

Keeping
You Comfortable.

Reliable service trusted by the community,
we're here when you need us most.

205 Second St.
Ludington
231-843-3575

TEMPSTAR.

Heating and Cooling Products

Quality you can feel.
© 2016 International Comfort Products
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%5-_
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)
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www.premier247.com

PREMIER
[Himarias & cooiine
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THIS HONOR BELONGS TO OUR COMMUNITY. . == &
THANK YOU FOR VOTING THE SIDE ROOM BEST BUSINESS IN LUDINGTON! 5. &

e Craft Cocktails & Beer,
Wine, Spirits
e Flatbreads & Charcuterie Boards

e Sandwiches &
Flat Breads

_ COUNTER
L DELI

OPEN 7 DAYSAWEEKAT 11AM | 231-425-3713 | 222 W. LUDINGTON AVE., LUDINGTON
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Best of Business Silver Lake/Mears: Chicken
Shack keeps winning over Silver Lake visitors

BY DAVID BARBER
SHORELINE MEDIA CORRESPONDENT

The best thing a person can spend at
the Silver Lake Chicken Shack is time.

Spend time taking in its fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere.

Spend time savoring its acclaimed
foods — especially its signature chicken
wings — and sampling its extensive se-
lection of craft beers, wines and more.

Spend time listening to its live enter-
tainment.

Most of all, spend time among the
thousands of local residents, campers
and visitors who make the award-win-
ning Lake Michigan-area business part
of their summer traditions.

That loyalty has once again earned
the Silver Lake Chicken Shack the
Readers Choice Award for Best Busi-
ness in the Silver Lake/Mears area,
marking the restaurant’s second con-
secutive year receiving the honor.

Located in the Oceana County shad-
ows of the Silver Lake Sand Dunes,

the Chicken Shack sits on West Hazel
Road in Mears, where it shares close
quarters with its neighboring Silver
Lake businesses.

Season after season, from May
through September, local residents,
campers and visitors from commu-
nities far and wide converge on the
seemingly quaint restaurant. They
come for flavorful meals, live enter-
tainment and an atmosphere that
encourages guests to slow down, relax
and enjoy the experience.

If the restaurant has a signature
food — and it does — it would be its
tender chicken wings, served plain
or coated in a variety of sweet, spicy
or tangy sauces. For those who take
advantage of the Chicken Shack’s take-
out service, those orders often need to
be carried with two hands.

There’s more — much more.

Burger lovers will find juicy, made-
to-order burgers that pair perfectly
with the restaurant’s creamy macaroni
and cheese. Pulled pork sandwiches,
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crinkle-cut fries, specialty dips and
other customer favorites round out a
menu that keeps visitors coming back
year after year.

The drink selection is equally im-
pressive, featuring Michigan craft
beers, wines, soft drinks and more.

Guests traveling with four-legged com-

panions will also appreciate that the
Chicken Shack is dog-friendly.
Though its reputation is long-estab-
lished, the Chicken Shack isn’t quite 20
years old. Since opening in 2008, it has

grown from a restaurant seating just
over two dozen guests to a nearly 300-
seat destination, often filled during the
height of the summer season.

Owner Scott Butcher credits much
of that success to the people who have
worked there over the years.

Many seasonal employees have re-
turned summer after summer, learn-
ing the business before stepping into
leadership roles.

“A great staff is able to do what we
do,” Butcher said.

The Chicken Shack has become
more than a restaurant. It’s a place
where families gather after a day at the
dunes, friends meet over dinner and
vacationers make memories that bring
them back each summer.

Earning the Readers Choice award
for the fourth straight year is especial-
ly meaningful because it comes direct-
ly from the customers who continue to
support the business.

“It’s quite the honor in the business
because there’s a lot of great business-

es around,” Butcher said after receiv-
ing last year’s award.

Planning ahead isn’t a bad idea.
During the busiest summer weekends,
reservations are recommended.

For more information, visit bestever-
wings.com, where the restaurant of-
fers this humorous promise:

“Momma said it wasn’t nice to brag,
but Momma didn’t always make good
choices (ask her about Woodstock). We
are here to tell you that we have the
Best Ever Wings you will ever eat.”
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Best in Baldwin: Jones’s serving up
another year of sweet success

BY SHANNA AVERY
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

Jones’ Homemade Ice Cream Shoppe
continues to be a favorite for ice cream
fans who make that special trip to get
their favorite scoops right in down-
town Baldwin.

Jones’ has once again been voted
Best Business in Lake County in this
year’s Shoreline Media Readers Choice

Awards.

“We would like to thank everyone
for all of their support, helping keep
us thriving year after year and in
business. I'd like to thank the employ-
ees — we couldn’t do it without their
support. We thank the readers for con-
tinuing to choose us as the best busi-
ness,” said Angela Johnson, who owns
the business along with her mother,
Joy Parrott.

The new patio installed this spring is
the perfect touch, complementing the
exterior of the building and adding to
the charm and comfort for those who
frequent the shoppe.

The new patio was made possible
with a 2025 Match on Main award
from the Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corp. The business was eligi-
ble to apply for $25,000 toward the
costs of replacing critical production

equipment and creating an accessible
and dog-friendly outdoor seating area
after the Village of Baldwin received
its Redevelopment Ready Community
Essentials Certification from the Mich-
igan Economic Development Corp. in
late 2024.

“The seating is such a wonderful
addition to the store. It's almost qua-
drupled our seating, increased our
business, and customers can enjoy
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their favorite treats both indoors and
outdoors,” Johnson added.

Jones’ Homemade Ice Cream
Shoppe takes customers back de-
cades with its old-fashioned ice cream
parlor décor and friendly service,
staying true to the shop’s heritage
when founder Mark Jones opened it
in 1942, even using many of the origi-
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“LET YOUR TASTE DECiDE"
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nal recipes.

The interior walls showcase pho-
tographs, notes and other pieces of
local history, commemorating the ar-
ea’s past while adding to the nostalgic
experience visitors enjoy with each
taste of the shop’s locally famous ice
cream.

SLICE OF SUCCESS - THANKS 3\
FOR CHOOSING US BEST PIZZA!

YOUREN -
REGULARMENU PRICE: disiv

LUDINGTON
N - 5485 W. Hwy. 10, Ludington
(231) 843-6363

All stores are independently owned and operated. Prices and participation may vary by store. Additional charges may apply for premium items.
Secret menu items excluded from all promotions. Prices are subject to change without notice. Additional toppings and tax extra.
Delivery and tax extra. Hungry Howie's and its related marks are trademarks of Hungry Howie's Pizza & Subs, Inc.
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Best Business in Hart: Family tradition
fuels Readers’ Choice winner

BY CRISTINA JUSKA
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

HART - For nearly 30 years, La
Probadita Mercado and Taqueria has
been located at the heart of downtown
Hart - literally and figuratively.

“It's always been a family business,”
owner Maria Luna Rosas said, a tra-
dition that began with her parents in
Ludington, in 1990, and continues to
this day. At the age of 8, Rosas began
to learn the ins and outs of running a
shop and creating the warm and wel-

coming atmosphere that is La Probadi-
ta’s signature.

The business moved to Hart in 1998;
Rosas and her husband, Ramon, took
over when mom and dad retired in
2010. Rosas’ parents still help out
during the busy summer months.

This year, La Probadita also contin-
ued the tradition of taking home the
Readers Choice Best Business in Hart
award! Rosas is grateful for the repeat
recognition and wants to thank every-
one who voted and who continue to
support the business.

La Probadita - which translates to
“little taste” - is known for serving
homemade, authentic Mexican food,
primarily recipes from central Mexi-
co in the state of Guanajuato. Rosas’
mother-in-law Celia serves as head
chef, with a reputation that preceded
her.

“Many people knew of her cooking
skills and followed her over to the
store,” Rosas said.

With a kitchen that draws in local
residents and visiting foodies, Rosas
is thankful for their diverse clientele.

She says that you can never go wrong
with tacos - but their menu goes far
beyond! They offer gorditas, burritos,
tostadas, tortas and tamales with your
choice of meat, including al pastor,
barbacoa, pollo, carne asada and more.

“If you are really hungry, I suggest
the Probadita Combo,” Rosas said.
This giant meal comes with one steak
taco, one shredded beef gordita, one
pork tamal, rice and beans, cebollitas
(Mexican green onions), chile toreado
(grilled jalapeno) and a slice of grilled
cheese.
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The La Probadita grocery store car-
ries a wide variety of authentic Mexican
products, with tortillas, veggies, drinks,
charcoal, cakes, guacamole and more. The
traditional carniceria (meat counter) offers

arange of prepared Mexican meats, includ-

ing carne al pastor, home-made chorizo,
and chicken and beef fajitas.

La Probadita is located across from the
Hart Commons at 19 S. State St. (corner of

State and Main). Hours vary seasonally; vis-

it www.laprobaditami.com or follow them
on Facebook for updates.

ﬁ'ﬂ?' MoNTRGUERT
Feads | mreevin
o : Mon-Sat 7am - 9pm

o ity

Sunday 7am - 8pm
Every Wednesday 5% Senior Citizen Discount
Fresh Donuts & Coffee ® Gas Station opens at 6:30am daily
Visit our website at www.montaguefoods.com
Earn 5¢/Gallon Off Gas with each $25 purchased
Always save an Additional 3¢/Gallon when you pay for gas with cash or check
Excludes Tobacco, Alcohol, Stamps, Gas and Tax. Limited to 20 Gallons of Gas
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We’re honored to be voted
ONE OF WEST MICHIGAN’S
FAVORITE FARM MARKETS &
GARDEN/NURSERY!

From fresh-picked produce to
the

blooming flowers and local
IMARKET)

seasonal goods, The Market is proud to
cal. 201 %
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grow with you—and for you.

Corner of US 10 & 31 At Stiles Rd.
Ludington

231.843.8020

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1988
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Best Business in Muskegon: Readers’ Choice winner
Langlois Home Furnishings continues tradition of service

BY LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR.
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

MUSKEGON - When one walks into
Langlois Home Furnishings, they will
be met with a wide array of furnish-
ings for their living room or family
room, their dining room, and their
bedrooms.

The store has been named Shoreline
Media’s Reader’s choice as the Best
Business in Muskegon for 2025, after
also receiving the honor in 2024.

Langlois began in 1947, according to
the store’s owner, Dan Langlois, when
his father Bill decided to start an air
conditioning and refrigeration repairs
business in his garage, with a passion

and hard work.

“When customers walk into Lan-
glois, whether it’s their first visit or
the 50th, they can expect a relaxed,
welcoming atmosphere,” Dan said.
“We believe shopping for your home
should be enjoyable-not stressful.”

Dan also said, “That’s why we give
our customers the time and space to
browse at their own pace, without any
pressure or pushy sales tactics.”

Terry Huffman and Sharon Kolk-
er of Norton Shores visited the store

and said that they appreciate Langlois’

honesty and willingness to correct
problems without issues.

Terry said about why he keeps com-
ing back to the store, “Quality ... Ilike

the way they do their service.”

“If you've got a problem, they listen
to you and they normally take very
good care of you,” Huffman said. “If
there’s a misunderstanding on some-
thing, they explain it and they show
me and you'll understand.”

“I've never had a problem here, nev-
er,” Huffman said.

Kolker said about the store’s repu-
tation for honesty, “They are, because
if for some reason you have a problem
with something here, they'll take an
interest and see that the problem is
solved without any issues.”

Dan continued by saying, “Our team
is here to help when needed-offering
honest advice, product knowledge,

and personal service that comes from
years of experience.”

“Whether you're just looking or
ready to furnish an entire room, we're
here to make the process easy, com-
fortable and tailored to you,” Dan said.

According to Dan, Bill opened his
first appliance and refrigeration store
on Peck Street in the early 1950s.

“At the time, the focus was on ser-
vicing and selling essential home ap-
pliances, offering quality products and
dependable repair service the commu-
nity could trust,” Dan said.

And Dan said that as the business
grew, so did the things that they could
sell.

“By the late 1950s and 1960s, televi-
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sions were added to the lineup, reflect-
ing the changing needs of the modern
household,” Dan said.

“During the late 1980s, Langlois
expanded into furniture, gradually
shifting the focus to complete home
furnishings,” Dan said. “That shift
marked a major turning point, eventu-
ally transitioning from a mix of appli-
ances and electronics to a full-service

furniture store.”

When they first moved out of the ga-
rage, they offered brand names such
as RCA, Frigidare, and General Electric.

But now firmly entrenched in the
furniture business, they offer Lay-Z-
Boy, Flexsteel, Ashley, England, Serta,
Millennium, and TempurPedic.

“One of the most exciting things has
been Stearns & Foster, a premium mat-

tress brand known for its craftman-
ship, comfort and lasting quality,” Dan
said about a recent offering.

“We're proud to now offer this line
alongside other trusted names, giving
our customers even more options for
quality and relaxation,” Dan said.

In addition to their main store,
which opened in 1974 on Henry Street,
they also have a clearance outlet be-
hind the store.

“The Clearance Center features a
wide selection of items, including
discontinued pieces, overstocked in-
ventory, and special buys-all marked
down for great savings,” Dan said.

Dan also said that Langlois sources
their furniture directly from the man-
ufacturers, enabling the store to pass
along deep discounts without sacrific-
ing quality.

In addition, Dan said some of the
items come from their own 30-thou-
sand square foot warehouse, in which
inventory is rotated to keep their
showroom fresh and up-to-date.

“From living room sets and dining
tables to mattresses and bedroom fur-
niture, the Clearance Center is perfect
for shoppers looking to furnish their
homes for less, without compromising
on style or quality,” Dan said.

And between 2024-2025, the store
has made several upgrades, according
to Dan, by refreshing showroom lay-
outs to updated displays.

“Our goal has been to make it easier
for customers to envision how our
furniture fits into their own homes,”

Dan said.

And Langlois has developed a wide
customer base, stretching way beyond
the Muskegon area.

Dan said, “Over the years, we've
built strong relationships with cus-
tomers from across West Michigan
and beyond.”

“We regularly welcome shoppers
from Ludington, Grand Rapids, Hol-
land and Coopersville-many of whom
make the drive specifically because of
our reputation for quality products,
fair pricing, the relaxed, no-pressure
atmosphere.

Dan said that his sales team brings
more than 10-years average of expe-
rience, offering in-depth knowledge
in the store’s relaxed, no-pressure ap-
proach to helping customers find the
perfect furniture for their home.

The office team has an average of
over five years of experience, and the
delivery crew, which delivers to homes
all across the area, have over eight
years of experience.

Langlois offers delivery services
with fees ranging from $79 to $199,
depending on the size of the order and
location.

On mattress purchases of $1,199 or
more, the store has free delivery.

In addition to personal service in the
store, the store has a website, which
one can visit at www.langloisstore.com.

The store is located at 3000 Henry
Street in Muskegon. Their phone num-
beris (231) 733-2528 and their email
address is langloisstore@gmail.com.
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Find us on Google!

102 W. Ludington Ave Ludington MI

Thank You!

We're honored to be voted one of the
favorite BBQs, Catering, and Lunch in
town! From downtown Ludington to
The 10 Spot, your love for our pit-cooked
chicken and bold flavor keeps us fired up.
Thank you for Eat’'n Good all year round!

Lighthouse
Realty

golighthouseRealty.com
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@ 503 S RATH AVE - LUDINGTON, MI &, 231-845-7500
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TO OUR AMAZING COMMUNITY

FOR VOTING US ONE OF THE

'FAVORITES IN REAL ESTATE I3
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Thank You For Your Votes -
We Shine Brighter Together!

Thanks for voting us "Best
in Used Car Sales!"

VANDERHAAG
CAR SALES

_;.1 us as your Favorite Plzza, )
we appreciate you!

105 E. Main St., Hart, Ml
231-873-4434

THANK YoU
FOR VOTING US [AVORITE . W S
BEST BUSINESS IN HART! &0 o=

THANK YOU
for voting

us Best

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS AND SUPPORT.

3750 W Polk Rd, Hart - (231)873-2826

THANK YOU... ]

for voting the LACA one of the I
Best Gallerles in the Area!! L f!'i.

September: November:
=i LACA Member Exhibit LACA's Regional High 5
October: School Exhibiton aicateyy &
/— , Chew on This wan Gatery November: ART OF

1 October: Katrina Charles’ HOLIDAY
m: ; r | Exquisit Corpse (pHLG Gallery) ‘Menagerie’ (PHLG Gallery)

Ludington Area Center for the Arts

You’re the
Reason We Smile
Thank You for Voting
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SIMONE

Dental - | FaMiLy DENTAL
Your Best | | e

Dental Office!

Simone Family
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Best Business in Montague: Montague Foods continues
tradition of excellence with another Readers’ Choice honor

BY LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR.
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

MONTAGUE — For generations of
White Lake area shoppers, Montague
Foods has been more than a grocery
store.

Readers have once again selected the
locally owned supermarket as Shore-
line Media’s Readers’ Choice Best Busi-
ness in Montague, again earning the
honor for its fresh foods, knowledge-
able employees and the hometown ser-
vice that has made the store a commu-
nity staple for decades.

Fresh meat may bring shoppers
through the door, but longtime cus-
tomers say it’s the friendly faces and
hometown service that keep them
coming back.

“It’s friendly,” longtime customer
Lynn Glaser of Whitehall said. “It’s well

stocked and it’s a local business.”

Located at 8178 Water St. in down-
town Montague, Montague Foods
offers many of the conveniences of a
larger supermarket while maintain-
ing the atmosphere of a neighborhood
grocery where employees know many
of their customers by name.

One feature that continues to set the
store apart is its full-service meat de-
partment. Most of the fresh meat sold
at Montague Foods is processed in-
house, allowing employees to ensure
quality while offering customers cus-
tom cuts and special requests.

Richard Kriesel, who owns the busi-
ness with his brother, Jason, said that
commitment to freshness has long
been one of the store’s priorities.

“We take a lot of pride in cutting
fresh meat daily instead of having it
shipped in and putting it on the shelf,”

Richard said.

“We have six butchers who cut meat
every day,” he added. “It usually comes
in large sections, and most of these
butchers have 20 to 30 years of expe-
rience, so they're breaking down the
meat into different steaks, different
cuts and using the remainder to make
freshly ground burgers.”

Another service customers appreci-
ate is the meat department’s willing-
ness to prepare special orders.

“We do cuts and orders, and one can
call the store to schedule processing so
meat can be prepared just the way they
want it,” Richard said.

Freshness extends well beyond the
meat counter.

The produce department receives
deliveries six days a week, helping en-
sure fruits and vegetables remain well
stocked throughout the store. Montague

Foods also features an extensive selec-
tion of beer and wine, including labels
from Michigan and around the world.

Its full-service deli has become
another customer favorite, offering
prepared foods for busy families and
shoppers looking for convenient meal
options.

The emphasis on quality products is
matched by a commitment to custom-
er service, something shoppers repeat-
edly mention when describing what
keeps them coming back.

“I'would say the quality looks fan-
tastic, friendly faces and the conve-
nience,” longtime customer John said.

Employees say attention to detail is
part of the store’s everyday routine.
From unloading deliveries and stock-
ing shelves to preparing fresh-cut fruit
and vegetable trays, the goal is to en-
sure customers consistently find fresh,
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high-quality products throughout
the store.

That commitment extends
throughout the aisles, where long-
time shoppers say the store is
known for its cleanliness, organi-
zation and well-stocked shelves.

Employee Lisa Bush has spent
more than 20 years working in the
store’s deli and said the close-knit
atmosphere is one of the reasons
she has stayed.

“Because it’s like a family,” Bush
said. “Ilike everything I do over
here.”

Bush said she has worked in sev-
eral departments over the years,
including the produce section, be-
fore finding her niche in the deli.

The family atmosphere extends
beyond employees to custom-
ers, many of whom have shopped
there for generations.

For Glaser, who has shopped at
Montague Foods for decades, it’s
the combination of friendly ser-
vice and convenience that keeps
bringing her back.

“It’s nice and bright; it’s fun to
shop in here,” she said. “You can

see everything really well, and
they’ve got plenty of employees so
you don’t have to wait a long time
to check out your groceries and
everything’s always fresh.”

For Montague Foods, another
Readers’ Choice award reflects
the relationships it has built with
generations of shoppers. Those
customers continue to value the
store’s fresh products, experi-
enced staff and hometown service
— qualities that once again earned
it recognition as Montague’s Best
Business.
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L< TOP HONORS! THANKS FOR YOUR
VOTE FOR BEST MEAT MARKET -

M }/0{0/ MUCH GRATITUDE!

Proudly Serving The
so much to all of our faithful customers, C g Y. '
friends and family for voting for us: ommunity for 101 Years!
Eag ek .,~,t- .1# s Best Children’s Store: Proud Sponsor
3 E & Purple Monkey of the West
. One of the Best Michigan Fair
Children’s Store and For 54 Years!
One of the Best
e B cund Consignment Stores:

ABC Kidz YUUR ER"_L A
leqt

CONSIGNMENT

CLOTHING
SHOES

Wants
Em}:;%efu ﬂ?ﬁkﬂf 4.

CHILDREN'S BOVIN
MUDD PIE
COPPER PEARL
LAZY ONE PJ'S
ANGEL DEAR
MAGNETIC ME

QUINCY MAE

* CUSTER, MICHIGAN 231-757-4768 *

123 E. Ludington Ave. . saza7a (6) L HAM + BACON » SAUSAGE * BEER
‘ WINE ~ LIQUOR

THANK YOU, WEST MICHIGAN!

BACK-TO-BACK WINNER!

\ # \ # BEST BAR & BEST ‘ \ # \ # BEST BAR & BEST

ENTERTAINMENT ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE 2025

P & VENUE 2026
Winning these awards once was an incredible honor.
Winning them again reminds us that everything we’ve built together truly matters.

These awards belong to our amazing customers, our talented musicians,
our dedicated staff, our collaborators, and everyone who walks through our doors.

%k K

AWARDS DON'T CREATE A VIBE. PEOPLE DO,
THANK YOU FOR CREATING OURS.

203 S JAMES | LUDINGTON, MI
g r‘TH d___)f'L )
ﬁ MUSIC MEETS MEMORIES 231 -425'3093

THEVIBEISHERE * YOUR NEIGHBOORHOOD HUB % WHERE MUSICLIVES
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Celebtuting Yout Choiee: We'e Tops, Thanksfo You!

Voted for Best Furniture Store, and
One of the Best for Mattress Company

Furniture (3 Decor 0

¢

to enhance
your home

and lifestyle

LundquistFurniture.com
LOSNg*CO U1 ST
FURNITURE

Wbl -/ ool Tl W=

(44
YOUR STYLE * YOUR PRICE

Downtown Scottville since 1940 231-757-3368

From the latest furniture
trends to the perfect

accent piece, find

everything you need to

make yourself beautifully ,
and comfortably at home. ?

Itis aprivilege
to serve our community!

ﬁ;é
THANK YOU for voting us: =
Winner of the Best Boat Sales & Service and Best Motorsports
Sales & Service. As well as a Favorite Business in lllllillglllll

ke

2 LAKESHORE
S MOTOESFEFODETS

= & MARINE

4690 W. US 10
Ludington, MI
(231) 843-4770

Storage
Golf Carts

CENTURY 21

Bayshore Real Estate

‘We are honored to be voted
‘Best Real Estate Broterage.

/M

Kelly Smith
231.233.2227

b
J.P. Duvendeck
231.907.5757

111 E. Ludington Ave.
Ludington, Ml 49431

231-845-0363

www.C21Bayshore.com

Providing exceptional
service is a source
of pride, and
your trust is greatly
appreciated.

Brian Mulherin
231.690.0872

2026 Best
Real Estate
Agent

Jim Coleman
231.907.9180

Dave Skridulis
231.690.6803

Debbie Bush
231.852.0117

Ann Wisniewski
231.755.5555

Jim Foster
231.923.6744

Kevin Leavitt
231.845.7277

Mike Healy
231.690.7834

Paula Stenberg
231.750.1235

Peri Lundberg
231.590.0711

Sandy Lovewell
Office Manager

Big thanks for making 10 Spot Food Trucks
one of the best! Your votes have fueled our
journey and spiced up our service.

Diverse, Delicious Menus
Quick, Quality Service
Perfect for Any Event

Swing by and take a taste!
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f THANK YOU FOR VOTING THE JOLLY PLATE
" BEST BREAKFAST AND ONE OF THE BEST
FISH FRIES IN WEST MICHIGAN!

We're flippin’ grateful for your support —
and we'll keep serving up the comfort food,

!.I o
dﬂ%' pﬂltf/ coffee, and cozy vibes you love.

With You, We’re Unstoppable —
Thanks for Your Votes! ?

Thanks for voting
us the Best Cleaning

Service!
e
Kelly Savich, Owner 231-936-6411 -} gO//OgV uion
kccleanEDE]E@gman com 2516 N. US 31 | Scottville facfj (?IO
989) 992-1 OBBl Sun.-Wed. 8 am-2 pm h0f aily
( ) i Thurs-Sat. 8 am-8 pm appenings

r Muskegon 616.846.2730 Fi n d a J o b
THANKYOU! sl e i
’ " &s. ludington 231.845.0338

i

for voting Manpower Manpower A wwwmanpoer.com

FAVORITE MICHIGAN
EmploymentAgency! IS HIRING

for Choosing Home Depot!

We're honored to be voted as one of the
best in Home Improvement and Lumber.
Your trust drives us to continue providing
top-quality materials and expert advice
for all your project needs.
3865 W. US 10 | Ludington | 231-843-9108 | Open Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-9 PM; Sun. 8 AM-8 PM | www.homedepot.com
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we ARe FLexiv WITH GRATITUDE!

Thank you for voting Ludington Athletic TRIPLE WIN -

Club Best Health & Fitness Club in West
Michigan! Your support means the
world - and the workouts

are just getting started

. I'rmluce THANKS FOR
SO Since1960  YOUR VOTES!

HOME@ROWN * HOMEMADE §

%
3 Y

We work hard to provide the best quality plants, produce and =
bakery items. We are overjoyed and grateful to be voted 2026
Best Farm Market and Best Garden/Nursery Centers, and One of the ? Mmi" ‘
Best for Donuts. Cultivating quality, harvesting happiness! G
Homegrown Homegrown Homemade
APPLES & SQUASH : EXTRA LARGE CABBAGE BUTTER CREAM
% : FUDGE
Homemade BAKERY i Extra .Large Buy 2-1/2 Lb. Boxes Get
FEATURING: ot S;i:{‘:wm . 1 -1/2 L. Box
* Freshly Baked Fruit Pies ' ' FREE!
* Breads, Rolls Specialty Breads mgmgﬁgm * MUSTARDS '« PICKLES  © oo
C hat the b il e * MadeFreshDaily i ........ e + DRESSINGS =g Homegrown
ome see what the buzz is about! Join for just PSP (‘m sikspics, +moswess MM qyppmooRN
$40/month (or $55 for the whole crew). * Cookies @5~ S CANDIES,FRUIT ; ‘JELLES S o L
OMN  24-hour key fobs & no hidden fees - just clean *Muffos G | &NUTMIXES | * SUGARFREEPRESERVES Homegrown
ATHLET]C CLUB  equipment, friendly faces, and healthy living. ACCEPTING PROJECT FRESH PRODUCE COUPONS & DOUBLE UP FOOD BUCKS PEACHES

. ey 8400 N. US-31, FREESOIL ¢ 231-464-5534 « OPEN EVERY DAY 8 AM-6 PM
1166 N. Rath Ave., Ludi ngton 231.845.1491 facebook VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.orchardmarket.us

Julee Sarto, AIF®
Wealth Advisor

jsarto@epwealth.com
(231) 690-3502

2 , SHERELINE '
" MEDIA

Thank you for voting me #1!

Investment Management
Financial Planning | Wealth Advisory

EP Wealth Advisors is registered as an investment adviser with the SEC and only transacts business in states where it is properly
registered or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. SEC registration does not constitute an endorsement of
the firm by the Commission, nor does it indicate that the advisor has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

wealth
advisors®
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Best in Scottville;: Where convenience
meets community: Ten31

BY SHANNA AVERY
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

Convenience is taken to strato-
spheric heights at Ten31 of Scott-
ville.

To again be recognized as the
Readers Choice Best Business in
Scottville says a lot, because this
quaint Mason County community
is patch-worked with a number of

outstanding businesses that feature
family-friendly hospitality and excel-
lence for local residents and those
who are just passing through.

But what makes Ten31 truly stand
out is the enormity of products and
services it offers in a single location,
all under one roof and kept in buffed
and polished cleanliness.

Strategically and creatively carved
into the crossroads of the bustling

U.S. 10 and M-31 highways, the
business offers a little bit of this, a
little bit of that and a whole lot of
the aforementioned family-friendly
hospitality, all delivered in laid-back
lakeshore style. The granddaddy of
all the Great Lakes, Lake Michigan, is
located just a few miles to the west.
Owners Chad and Danielle Viening
purchased the property in 2018 and
opened Ten31 Stop in September

2023, creating the business they de-
signed, built and continue to operate
together.

The business is no stranger to
Readers Choice recognition. Last
year, readers selected Ten31 not
only as Best Business in Scottville,
but also as the overall Best Business
across Shoreline Media’s multi-coun-
ty readership.

“This is super cool,” Danielle Vi-
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ening said after receiving the honor.
“I'm proud of the ladies for all the
hard work and treating the custom-
ers right.”

Ten31 is arest stop, gas station,
food, beverage and essential prod-
ucts market, grab-and-go snack cen-
ter that specializes in pizza, along
with a sit-down dining area where

customers can relax and enjoy break-

fast, lunch or dinner.
And that’s just the beginning.
The menu also features subs,
quesadillas, tacos, chicken, Chinese
specialties, smash burgers, hot beef

sandwiches, lasagna and much more,

depending on the day of the week.

For the early birds there are muf-
fins, rolls, doughnuts, juices and
fresh coffee. For the midday travel-
ers there’s a buffet of lunch possibil-
ities. And for those wanting a tasty
supper, there’s an inviting salad bar
and a menu of daily specials posted
on Ten31’s Facebook page.

“The salad bar has been probably
their biggest draw,” Viening said.

“We always have something hot and
ready for our customers.”

In addition to the salad bar, the hot
case changes daily.

“In addition to all the other things
we offer, the hot case mixes it up with
featured food items and delicious
specials such as pasta dishes, fried
fish and chicken, fried rice, smash
burgers, toasted subs and many
options in between,” she said. “The
freshly baked pizzas also are a hit.”

For adults seeking adult beverag-
es, shelves and coolers are filled with
thirst-quenching selections.

Not lost in all the business offers
are the workers who greet customers
with shared smiles and friend-mak-
ing greetings, the kind of put-at-ease
exchanges that thankfully are still
found in small towns like Scottville,
where convenience and customer
service still matter.

The employees themselves credit
that atmosphere for the business’
continued success.

“It’s very amazing,” one staff mem-
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ber said of the recognition.

“It's something to be proud of,” an-
other added.

“We’ve got the best customers,” a
third employee said.

“And the best team. They make it
work,” another chimed in.

Whether someone is fueling up,

grabbing a quick snack, sitting down
for a hearty meal or simply stopping
in for a friendly conversation, Ten31
has become far more than a conve-
nience store. It’s a gathering place,

a community landmark and, once
again, Readers Choice’s Best Busi-
ness in Scottville.
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BY CRISTINA JUSKA
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

The readers have spoken, and
Lotus Wellness Studio was named
both the Best Business in Shelby
and Best Spa/Massage. Located on

, SHERELINE

. MEDIA
v{%) Readers’ Choice

y

Heists

K'\\,{) S %/ the outskirts of Shelby in the mid-
V\\/\)_/L\t ) - dle of several acres of woods, Lotus

-
Wellness is a welcoming space that

has everything you need to achieve
maximum relief.

“We opened our own studio in
May 2020 during COVID,” said
Marnee Furman, owner of Lotus
Wellness Studio, speaking for her-
self and her husband, as they made
the decision together. With near-
ly 18 years of massage experience
behind her, Furman previously

Lotus Wellness -
Best Business in Shelby and
Best Spa/Massage

worked at a medical rehabilitation
facility in Hart. Her spacious studio
and outdoor waiting area made pa-
tients feel safer in the midst of the
pandemic.

Their decision to open a home
studio was a wise one, as Lotus
Wellness is beloved by summer visi-
tors and year-round residents alike.
“We have been telling clients, ap-
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pointments are in demand, so plan
accordingly,” Furman said.

The studio is so popular that Fur-
man has plans to expand the busi-
ness next year, with a bigger space
and more staff. Furman currently
has a massage student working with
her part time, who will eventually
move into a full-time role.

Furman believes in a holistic
healing approach, and so her busi-
ness has grown to include Lotus
Lab Blends, a line of all-natural
bath, body and facial products.

The product line began as a way to
blend modern medicine and holistic
health, and to help her clients avoid
the overuse of pain medications
such as opioids.

“I started with three products, and
it grew from there,” Furman said.
She uses natural ingredients such as

arnica, magnesium, turmeric, and
essential oils to ensure her concoc-
tions are both safe and effective.
All products are made by Furman in
small batches.

Another service offered is Halo-
therapy, which is a dry salt therapy
using a “halogenerator”” to grind up
pure sodium chloride into micron-
ized particles and disperse them
into a salt cave or salt room. It is an-
ti-inflammatory, anti-bacterial and
treats a host of respiratory and skin
conditions.

Lotus Massage and Wellness Stu-
dio is located in the back of Fur-
man’s home and offers a lovely pa-
tio where clients can wait for their
appointments. “Ihave people who
come an hour early just to sit on the

patio and read a book,” Furman said.

“One client meditates, another bird

watches on our property, and anoth-
er photographs my flowers.”

The grounds are beautiful, with
flower beds surrounding the house
and woods in all directions. Even the
drive onto the property is relaxing

and gets you in the right head space
for amassage.

To learn more about Lotus Well-
ness Studio and Lotus Lab Blends,
visit www.lotuswellnessstudio20.
com or call 231-742-20009.
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Best overall:
Lotus Wellness
Studio

Lotus Wellness Studio grows, innovates and
brings home three Readers Choice awards

BY CRISTINA JUSKA
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

SHELBY — Exciting things have
been happening for Lotus Wellness
Studio during the past year, and now
the business can add Readers Choice
Best Business Overall to the list. At
the beginning of 2026, owner Marnee
Furman completed a 1,300-square-
foot expansion, adding treatment
rooms, a halotherapy salt lounge, an
infrared sauna and vibro-acoustic
therapy to the studio’s repertoire.

With more than 20 years in the
wellness industry as a massage ther-
apist, Furman started Lotus six years
ago in her Shelby home. Since then,
the business has grown into more
than a massage studio — it’s a well-
ness community offering a unique
set of services.

“I always say I'm a forever student
who hates school,” Furman said.

Looking for additional ways to help
her clients feel their best and achieve
positive outcomes, she began learn-
ing about services that would com-
plement massage therapy. Today, Lo-
tus Wellness Studio offers a unique
combination of science-based, re-
sults-oriented wellness services.

“We have ALL the options, right
here in Oceana County,” Furman
said.

Furman’s staff has grown, too. She
now works alongside Brandie Fried-
man, a reiki master and yoga instruc-
tor, as well as wellness techs Jamie
Lindgren and Sarah Davilla. Studio
dog Finn is also there to bring a smile
to clients’ faces. Furman said she is
looking to hire another licensed mas-
sage therapist to round out the Lotus
team.

Each service Lotus offers can be
used as either a massage add-on or a
standalone treatment.

Halotherapy, also known as dry
salt therapy, requires a machine
called a halogenerator to grind pure
sodium chloride into micronized
particles and disperse them into the
air. Furman said halotherapy may
help respiratory and skin conditions
because it is anti-bacterial, anti-in-
flammatory and highly absorbent.
She said it may benefit people with
skin conditions such as eczema, pso-
riasis and acne, as well as respiratory
conditions including asthma, bron-
chitis and COPD. Furman also has a
halotherapy tent for shorter, individ-
ual sessions or to treat pets. Fried-
man also teaches Salty Yoga classes
in the salt lounge.

According to Furman, the infrared
sauna can benefit heart health, circu-
lation, pain relief, relaxation, weight
management and detoxification. The
temperature is adjustable, and the
unit also provides red-light therapy

or other light settings as desired.

Furman said the addition of vi-
bro-acoustic therapy has become a
surprise favorite among clients. Co-
ordinated sound and vibration work
together to provide what she de-
scribes as a nervous system reset, us-
ing different frequencies depending
on the desired effect, from relaxation
to increased energy.

Reiki sessions, a form of holistic
energy healing offered by Friedman,
have become popular as well, Fur-
man said. The practice is believed to
help balance energy, promote relax-
ation and support the body’s natural
healing processes.

“People just love her,” Furman said
of Friedman. “We are blessed to have
her here.”

A multi-year Readers Choice Award
winner, Lotus Wellness Studio earned
three honors this year: Best Business
Overall, Best Business in Shelby and
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Best Spa/Massage.

“At the core of everything we do
is our community,” Furman said.
“These recognitions mean so much
to us because they come directly
from the people we serve. We don’t
take that lightly.”

In celebration of the community

she has cultivated, Furman will host
the third annual Lotus Awards Party
in November, an event honoring the

clients and supporters who have con-

tributed to the studio’s success and
growth.

“Lotus is not just a place you come
for a service,” Furman said. “It’s a

space where each person is seen,
heard and cared for as the unique
individual they are. That’s something
we've built very intentionally.”

For a full list of services, visit lo-
tuswellnessstudio20.com. To sched-
ule an appointment, call or text 231-
742-9611.




The Ludington
State Park was
voted both Best
Scenic Spot and
Best Tourist Spot
this year.
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* Financing available through Acorn Finance
* Ask us about Rebates we participate with;
* DTE Natural Gas
» Consumers Energy
* Great Lakes Energy

Heating, AC, Boilers, Gas Logs, Water Heaters
Energy Efficient « No Hassle Replacement

ﬂh .a-'"':.:'h.--...‘“w
NO HASSLE HE!I
LT i I e

e s

Thank you ior voting us Best
Heating and Cooling Service!

Congratulations to Dennis Pider on
being voted Favorite Plumber!

SERVING MASON COUNTY AND NORTHERN PENTWATER SINCE 1975

The ongoing support of our local community residents has allowed us to support many local charities and organizations: Special
Olympics; Five Cap toys for tots; West Shore Pyrate Heads Alzheimer fund raiser; West Shore Family Support; Mason County
Sherrif Community Child Safety program; Circle Rocking “S” Children’s Farm; Mason County Hall of Fame; Ludington Lake Jump;
Community Foundation; Local Schools & Sports, Movies in the Park and the Freedom Festival Fireworks. Along with being able to
offer a $1000 Skilled Trades scholarship for a Ludington High School Graduate.

FREE ESTIMATES « NEW CONSTRUCTION

REMODELS ¢ LICENSED & INSURED

HANKWITZ

HEATING & COOLING
609 S. Washington Ave., Ludington
(231)843 - 2809

westmichiganguides.com/hankwitz-heating-cooling-ludington
office@hankwitzheating.com




60 | SHORELINE MEDIA / READERS' CHOICE |~ AUGUST 2026

THANKS FOR We always strive to put ~ €R-— 2
VOTI N G Us you first! We promise to %

maintain our high standard

%Eaz‘ﬁw A/WC&WQW and look forward to

I —— serving you in the future

| B~ <A Fino New Roaps |
~ENTER | MASON COUNTY'S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED
NEW CAR DEALER FOR OVER 100 YEARS

URKA AUTO CENTER

CHEVRROLET & R
-

(231) 845-6282 3736 W. US-10, Ludington
www.urkaauto.com

Meat-ing Your Expectations: Tudington Meat Company’s Readers’ Choice Win! Thank you for your vote!!

One of the Best Meat Companies

- “\\I\\.\TY MEATS By.

Alec Sanders * Team

OPEN
DAYS

A WEEK

LUDINGTON

MARKET - DELI - BUTCHER - SMOKEHOUSE - BBQ - BAR



