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10%
OFF

TOJ Custom Jewelry
103 W. Loomis St. Ludington, MI 49431231-425-9300OPEN:

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM TO 6PM

• GIA Graduate Gemologist and Appraiser
• Jewelry repair and restoration expert
• Redesign and Custom Jeweler on site

• Finely crafted heirloom quality jewelry
    in gold and platinum

• Flexible Private appointment scheduling
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2323 West US Hwy. 10  |  Ludington, MI  |  carterlumber.com  |  231-757-9000   

Meet Our Designer
Lori Cregg
Lori is heading up the Flooring Department 
here at Carter Lumber.  She would love to 
assist you in all of  your needs to complete 
your flooring or tile projects for your home or 
commercial. Come in and see her!

Quality
Flooring -
We’ve Got
You Covered!
WE CARRY:
Shaw and Southwind carpet.  
Coretec, Southwind, Shaw , 
Happy Feet and Daltile vinyl 
plank. Chelsea Plank, Shaw, 
Palmer Donavin and Armstrong 
Hard wood flooring.  Hearthwood 
and Shaw engineered wood.  
Shaw and Armstrong engineered 
tile.  Florida Tile, Ceramic Tile,
Ragno Tile, Shaw Tile and many 
more.  We also carry
Schulter products.
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DECEMBER
TBD — Christmas in Fountain
TBD — St. Lucia Festival of Lights, 

Emanuel Lutheran Church
3 — Victorian Sleighbell Parade 

& Old Christmas Weekend, activities 
throughout downtown Manistee; www.manistee-
sleighbellparade.com

3 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

3 — Christmas on the Farm, 4 p.m., Be-
nona Town Hall, 7169 W. Baker Road, Shelby

3 — Christmas Portrait Event and 
Grand Opening, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Alyssa Say-
lor Photography, 457 River St., Manistee (Through 
Dec. 6)

3 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 8 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 
St., Manistee

4 — Holiday Craft Show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Wagoner Community Center, 260 St. Mary S. Pkwy, 
Manistee

4 — Mom 2 Mom Holiday Craft Sale, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Conservatory of Dance, 321 Oak 
Grove St., Manistee

4 — Early Bird Snowshoe Hike, 10 
a.m.-noon, Ludington State Park, 8800 M-116, Lud-
ington

4 — Enchanted Yule Bazaar, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Four Directions Alchemy, 507 E. Dowland St., 
Ludington

4 — Christmas in the Village, down-
town Pentwater; caroling, 12:30 p.m., Pentwater 
Village Green

4 — Christmas on the Farm, 3 p.m., Be-
nona Town Hall, 7169 W. Baker Road, Shelby

4 — White Lake Area Christmas Pa-
rade, 2-3 p.m., White Lake Area Chamber of 
Commerce, 124 W. Hanson St., Whitehall

4 — Christmas picnic, 5 p.m., UAW Local 
1462, 807 Cobbs Lane, Ludington

4 — Holiday History at the Marina, 
5 p.m., Snug Harbor Marina, 616 S Hancock St., 
Pentwater

4 — Victorian Sleighbell Parade & 
Old Christmas Weekend: Tree-lighting 
and Sleighbell Parade, 5:30 p.m., downtown Man-
istee

4 — Scottville Holiday Parade and 
Tree Lighting, time TBA, downtown Scot-
tville

4 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

4 — Christmas with John Berry, 7:30 
p.m., Dogwood Center for the Performing Arts, 
4734 South Campus Court, Fremont

4 — Band Holiday Craft Fair, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m., Pentwater Public School, 600 Park St., Pent-
water

4 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 8 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 
St., Manistee

5 — Christmas in the Village, down-

town Pentwater
5 — Ladies Holiday Bazaar, noon-3 

p.m., Beyond the Mirror, 290 First St., Manistee
5 — We’ll be Home for the Holidays 

concert, 2-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center for 
the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St.

5 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 2 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 
St., Manistee

5 — Handmade Clay Christmas Tree 
with Mary Case, 3 p.m., Ludington Area 
Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St.

5 —John & Gillian Riesen Holiday 
Concert, 3 p.m., Hart Middle School, 308 John-
son St., Hart

5 — Irish Christmas in America, 8-10 
p.m., The Playhouse at White Lake, 304 S. Mears 
Ave., Whitehall

7 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

8 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

8 — Holiday Band and Choir con-
cert, 7-8 p.m., Mason County Central High 
School, 300 W. Broadway St., Scottville

9 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

10 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

10 — Pentwater Women’s Club An-
nual Holiday Party, noon, 6525 S. 
Shields, Bass Lake; gift exchange, annual charity 
cash donations collected

10 — A WSCC Holiday Rock Spectacu-
lar, 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m., Radiant Church, Luding-
ton,409 S. Washington Ave., Ludington

10 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 8 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 
St., Manistee

11 — Crazy Daisy Christmas Ba-
zaar, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Kibby Creek Campground, 
4900 W. Deren Road, Ludington

11 — Christmas in the Village, down-
town Pentwater

11 — Early Bird Snowshoe Hike, 10 
a.m.-noon, Ludington State Park, 8800 M-116, Lud-
ington

11 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

11 — Enchanted Yule Bazaar, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Four Directions Alchemy, 507 E. Dowland St., 
Ludington

11 — Christmas in the Country, 2 p.m., 
The Playhouse at White Lake, 304 S. Mears Ave., 
Whitehall

11 — Holiday History at the Mari-
na, 5 p.m., Snug Harbor Marina, 616 S Hancock 
St., Pentwater

11 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 8 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 

St., Manistee
12 — Christmas in the Village, down-

town Pentwater
12 — Crazy Daisy Christmas Bazaar, 

10 a.m.-5 p.m., Kibby Creek Campground, 4900 W. 
Deren Road, Ludington

12 — Santa visits Ludington Bay, 1-4 
p.m., Ludington Bay Brewing Co., 515 S. James St.

12 — The Nutcracker Ballet, 2 p.m., 
Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts, 101 Maple 
St., Manistee

13 — Holiday band concert, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Mason County Eastern School Gym, 18 S. Main St., 
Custer

14 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

15 — Toys for Tots/Gifts for Teens, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Graystone Event Center, 4079 U.S. 
10, Ludington

15 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

16 — Ludington High School Choirs 
Christmas concert, time TBD, Peterson 
Auditorium, 508 N. Washington Ave. 

16 — Toys for Tots/Gifts for Teens, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Graystone Event Center, 4079 U.S. 
10, Ludington

16 — Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

17—  Art of Giving Holiday Artist 
Market, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Ludington Area Center 
for the Arts, 107 S Harrison St, Ludington

18 — Christmas party with Santa, 
1-3 p.m., Custer VFW Gold Bar Post 5096, 2022 E. 
State St., Custer

18 — Christmas in the Village, down-
town Pentwater

18 — Enchanted Yule Bazaar, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Four Directions Alchemy, 507 E. Dowland St., 
Ludington

18 — Holiday History at the Mari-
na, 5 p.m., Snug Harbor Marina, 616 S Hancock 
St., Pentwater

18 — Santa’s Secret Helpers Christ-
mas Party, 6 p.m.-midnight, Pentwater VFW, 
8440 N. Business 31, Pentwater

19 — Christmas in the Village, down-
town Pentwater

24 — CHRISTMAS EVE
24 — Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Services, 4-7:15 p.m., Radiant Church, 409 S. 
Washington Ave., Ludington

25 — MERRY CHRISTMAS!
31 — NEW YEAR’S EVE
31 — Balloon Drop New Years Eve 

Party, 5-8 p.m., Sandcastles Children’s Museum, 
129 E. Ludington Ave.

31 — Pure Ludington New Year’s 
Eve Ball Drop, 9 p.m.-midnight, downtown 
Ludington

JANUARY
1 — HAPPY NEW YEAR!
1 — New Year’s Resolution Run 5k, 

11 a.m., start TBD

 Calendar of events
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(MS) — Give family and friends 
who are makers holiday gifts 
to bring comfort and efficien-
cy to their work areas, provide 
new project challenges and add 
some family fun for good mea-
sure. Visit your local Woodcraft 
store, check the Woodcraft cata-
log or go online at woodcraft.com 

to learn more about the products 
described here plus thousands 
more. 

Work in comfort and safety
Bring light to any work area 

with the NEBO Bright 6000 Lumen 
LED Light. No batteries, rewiring 
or charging required for this pow-

erful, energy efficient light that 
fits into any standard household 
light socket. Adjustable LED pan-
els can be tilted 90° for light direc-
tion. 

The Kreg Mobile Project Center 
KWS 1000 is a workbench, saw-
horse, assembly table, and clamp-
ing station all in one — a versatile 

work space for DIY, repair and 
woodworking projects. It is easy 
to set up and folds to 61⁄2” thick 
for storage.

Sharpen circular saw blades, 
knives of all kinds, scissors, gar-
dening shears and loppers, lawn 
mower blades and more indoors 
or outside with the M.Power 5N1 
Double-Sided Diamond File with 
Handle.

Frameless Pyramid Itek Safety 
Glasses protect the wearer’s eyes 
in applications and environments 
where a full field of vision is ideal, 
if not essential.
Woodburn a gift and more

Woodburning, also called py-
rography, involves burning a pat-
tern into wood or other materi-
al such as leather. Patterns may 
then be colored or otherwise em-
bellished. Woodburning is an easy 
way to add your personal touch to 
gifts and ornaments. Learn how 
to make ornaments in this Wood-
craft blog: https://bit.ly/wood-
burnornaments. 

The Wall Lenk 10-in-1 30 Watt 
Woodburning Tool and Accesso-
ries make it easy to begin wood-
burning and can also be used for 
soldering, leather craft, stencil, 
and Styrofoam cutting. 

Learn the basic woodburning 
concepts and tips and techniques 
to inspire your creativity in Learn 
to Burn by award-winning artist 
and pyrographer Simon Easton.

Handy helpers for fine finish-
ing
Gift your favorite finisher 

with the Earlex Super Finish Max 
Sprayer that has its 450-watt mo-
tor built into the sprayer to cre-
ate a self-contained HVLP system. 
It is ideal for custom-made fur-
niture, cabinets, trim, spindles, 
craft projects, and even fences 
and walls. It works with oil- and 
water-based finishes. To learn 
more about this sprayer, read the 
blog or watch this video: https://
bit.ly/SuperFinishMax.

To help reduce overspray, Wag-
ner Spraytech Spray Shelters are 
ideal. Small shelter (21⁄2’ x 3’ x 
31⁄4’) and medium shelter (4’7” 
x 4’7” x 5’6”) each have a built-in 
floor. Large shelter (6’ x 9’ x 5.5’) 

has no floor so use of a drop cloth 
underneath is recommended. 

The lightweight Elipse Respira-
tor OV/P100, available in two siz-
es, has an active carbon filter that 
makes it the perfect respirator for 
finishers. It is approved for paint 
vapors up to 5,000 parts per mil-
lion, solvents, and Cyclohexene. It 
also offers protection against oth-
er dangerous fumes.

For finishing by hand, Redtree 
Onyx White China Bristle Brushes 
work for solvent-based coatings, 
including enamels, varnishes, 
urethanes, lacquers, and shellac. 
Redtree Brush Matey Synthetic 
Bristle Brushes work for water-
based coatings.

Author Teri Masaschi shows 
how to choose, use and apply the 
perfect finish in Foolproof Wood 
Finishing, Revised Edition. Read-
ers learn step-by-step as they 
work their way through 51 proven 
and easy-to-follow finishing exer-
cises.

 
Fun family assembly projects

SawDust Bros. Bird Feeder and 
Birdhouse Kits are perfect fam-
ily projects to encourage birds 
to move into the neighborhood. 
Kits include precut pieces, Cedar 
shakes for the roof, window trim, 
detailed instructions, fasten-
ers needed to complete the bird-
house or feeder, and in some cas-
es, Plexiglas. Paint or decorate to 
suit any style. 

PlaySTEAM Rubberband Aero-
plane Science Planes Biplane and 
the High Wing Plane, Low Wing 
Plane and Seaplanes are educa-
tional kits that provide the per-
fect outdoor family project. Chil-
dren age 14 and older will learn 
about aeronautics and physics as 
they assemble and fly a plane us-
ing the included booklet.

For those who like knives, the 
Camillus Titanium Fulgur Lin-
er Lock Folder Blade Kit is easy 
to make. Blade is made of cut-
lery grade stainless steel. Choose 
wood or man-made knife scales 
(sold separately) to shape, mount 
and finish a custom handle. 

Visit your local Woodcraft store 
or woodcraft.com for more gift 
ideas and products.  

Holiday gift ideas from Woodcraft
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CONSIGNMENT

TWO GREAT STORES IN ONE LOCATION
Specials thru Dec. 11, 2021

Clothing
& Toys

Select Tags

Up To  50% Off50% Off

BOGO

Melissa
& Doug Toys

20%
Off

Boutique
Clothing

$20
Lazyone

PJs

123 EAST LUDINGTON AVENUE  •  LUDINGTON  •  843-3734
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The fitness industry is booming 
and attracting new devotees every 
day. Research from the Interna-
tional Health, Racquet and Sports-
club Association says 2017 was a 
strong year for the health and fit-
ness industry, and several health 
clubs have built on that success in 
2018. 

The growth of the fitness indus-
try has included a surge in bou-

tique fitness regimens. While major 
clubs offer classes, separate bou-
tique clubs also are thriving. Clubs 
focusing on ballet barre, Cross-Fit® 
and Orangetheory® are just some 
examples of the booming boutique 
fitness industry. 

Holiday shoppers with fitness 
fans on their list can look to their 
loved ones’ love of physical activ-
ity when seeking inspiration for 

holiday gifts. Purchasing gifts for 
someone with a specific hobby or 
interest can often be daunting be-
cause enthusiasts may have firm 
ideas of what they like and want to 
use. While the same can be said for 
athletes and people who live active 
lifestyles, there are plenty of gifts 
that will appeal to those who em-
brace fitness as part of their life-
style.

• Bluetooth headphones: Music 
can inspire and get fitness buffs 
motivated. Bluetooth headphones 
connect wirelessly to most devic-
es, and such headphones won’t get 
tangled up while running or hitting 
the elliptical at the gym. Select a 
pair that are lightweight and com-
fortable and securely fit in the ears 
for ultimate convenience.

• Reversible yoga mat: Active yo-
gis know just how much a stretch 
session can work up a sweat. Throw 
in an hour of hot yoga, and perspi-

ration will certainly be flowing. Ev-
eryone recognizes Lululemon for 
their comfortable workout attire, 
but the company also has a re-
versible yoga mat that wicks away 
moisture during yoga sessions. 
When gifting yoga mats, throw in a 
yoga mat carrier as well.

• Fitness tracker: Active people 
often like to track their progress 
during a workout or to see just how 
much they’ve been moving during 
the day. Fitness trackers are ideal 
for this. Different brands come at 
various price points to make giving 
easier on the budget.

• Personal blender: Diet plays a 
big role in fitness, and many fitness 
enthusiasts enjoy protein shakes 
and smoothies as part of their daily 
regimen. A personal blender makes 
enough for a single bottle at a time. 
Some are designed so the blender 
tube is actually the receptacle that 
can be carried on the go.

• Suspension training kit: Many 
workouts are based on counterbal-
ancing body weight to drive up re-
sistance. Suspension training, like 
the workouts from TRX, utilize a 
network of straps so athletes can 
put their body weight to use in a 
variety of exercises. A portable kit 
can be set up wherever it’s needed.

• Dumbbell set: Weight train-
ing can boost metabolism and 
strengthen bones and muscles. 
When athletes can’t make it to the 
gym, a home set of dumbbells can 
ensure they still get their strength-
training sessions in.

• Workout bag: A durable duf-
fel bag that can tote a change of 
clothes, towel, equipment, and 
more to and from workouts is a gift 
any fitness enthusiast can enjoy.

Outfitting fitness enthusiasts 
with the tools of the trade is a sure-
fire way to purchase a holiday-gift 
hit. 

Gift ideas for fitness fans
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AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE
36 Years of Proudly Serving Our Area5797 West US 10, Ludington   231-843-3414    

www.avenuetireandservice.com

Local Mechanic
Is your one-stop shop for brakes,
10 Minute Oil changes, tires and
all your auto repair needs.

Not just oil,
Pennzoil.™

FEAR NO WEATHER
YOUR TRUSTED

JOHN
GILLIES

JOHN
GILLIES IV

CHRIS
BOEREMA

BRIAN
GILLIES

SHAWN
KOWATCH

Service and Repair handled with care by experienced
technicians to ensure your safety on the road. We are locally 

owned and operated to give our customers the hometown 
respect  they deserve with nationwide warranty coverage.

NATIONWIDE 
WARRANTY 
COVERAGE

AND COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR

Not just oil,
Pennzoil.™

AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE 
WITH COUPON. ON MOST CARS. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH

ANY OTHER OFFERS.  EXPIRES 12/15/21.

AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE 
WITH COUPON. ON MOST CARS. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH

ANY OTHER OFFERS.  EXPIRES 12/15/21.

AVENUE TIRE & SERVICE 
WITH COUPON. ON MOST CARS. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH

ANY OTHER OFFERS.  EXPIRES 12/15/21.

SET OF 4 TIRES

BRAKES 

$3 
OFF

$25
OFF

$25
OFF

OIL CHANGE

Per Axle. Lifetime 
Warranty Brake Pads.

Tis the Season To

Sparkle &Shine
More than 40 years of Experience in Jewelry Repair, 

Design & Manufacturing

Gold, Platinum, Silver in every price point
Thousands of items available

Quality Jewelry REPAIRS 
done on premises

Diamond & Gem Replacement, 
Sizing, Remount & Custom Design,

Jewelry Appraisals

Insurance Claim 
Replacements,

Watch Batteries 
& Watch Band 

Adjustment

Victoria’s Jewelry
Check us

out on

Make this holiday season 
a little brighter for those 
in need. When you 
purchase this pair of 
hypoallergenic shell pearl 
hoop earrings for only 
$10 we will 
donate the 
proceeds 
to the 
Lakeshore 
Food Club. 
Thank you!

Holiday Hours:
Tues. Noon-5 pm

Wed. & Sat. 10-3 PM
Fri. 3 pm-8 pm

Thurs. by
appointment

327 S. James St. | Ludington | 231-845-5257
victoriasjewelry.jewelershowcase.com
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By JUSTIN COOPER
Daily News Staff Writer

It’s been a little tougher for some 
area businesses to stock up for the 
holidays this year, but there’s still 
plenty to be had in downtown Lud-
ington.

Some merchants pointed to ship-
ping delays and material shortag-
es, while others, through fortune 
or foresight, have found them-
selves in a better position.

At Mariellen’s Hallmark, Christ-
mas versions of popular Squish-
mallow plush toys are stuck 
somewhere in the supply chain, 
according to Lead Associate Jane 
Scott. But otherwise, she said Hall-
mark’s stock is packed with “hot 
items” that you should snag soon-
er rather than later.

“If you see something in the 
store, buy it now,” she said.

Slide-on slippers in particular 
have been a “big seller” this year, 
and lanterns decorated with snow 
have been “flying out the door,” 
she said.

Lori Riemer, owner of Grateful 
Heart & Home, said she saw sup-
ply issues coming and got “fully 
stocked” ahead of time.

The shelves in Riemer’s store are 
also well-stocked because many of 
her items, like candles, glass and 
jewelry, are locally sourced. Other 
items like pillows and watercol-
or paintings are sometimes even 

made by store staff.
And as far as Christmas orna-

ments are concerned, Riemer said 
she’s got them “up to here,” raising 
her hand to the top of her head.

In the case of Everest Athleisure, 
its vendors aren’t “getting the ma-
terial to build the product,” own-
er Carin Greiner said. And even 
if they do, shipping has been “a 
nightmare.”

What once took three days to 
ship could take 10 or 15, if it ar-
rives in the right place at all.

She said she’s been pushing cus-

tomers to take advantage of spe-
cial ordering. Customers can have 
Everest place an order for any of 
their brands on their wholesale 
website.

Nevertheless, Everest Athlei-
sure has been “extremely busy,” 
she said. She’s heard in general 
that downtown merchants have 
had plenty of foot traffic, but not 
enough product.

“It sounds like in past years it 
was kind of reversed,” Greiner 
said.

Greiner said her holiday sales 

this year will likely consist of cloth-
ing in leftover sizes, up to 50 per-
cent off select items and a gift card 
promotion.

Regardless of the exact circum-
stances at individual merchants, 
“everybody has their little hic-
cups,” Greiner said.

Mary Murphy, who works at Sny-
der’s Shoes, had a straightforward 
message for holiday shoppers this 
season.

“Just shop local,” Murphy said. 
“Support your small businesses.”

Downtown merchants look ahead to holiday shopping



7

Countryview
BAKERY

5722 W. US 10, LUDINGTON
(Behind Little Caesars and Bela Floral)

Put in your orders now for the holidays!

231.425.6791 • 231.233.6292
 Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6 PM

MUFFINS • CAKE • PIES • BREADS  
GRANOLA • COOKIES

CHEESE • MEAT and more!

FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL BARBECUE RIBS
Coleslaw and Baked Beans

3 PM to 8 PM
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People have spent more time at home in 
2020 than they likely have in years past. 
This has provided homeowners with plen-
ty of time to ponder potential upgrades to 
their homes. After taking inventory of their 
lifestyles, surroundings and furnishings, 
people have embarked on construction 
projects or home interior design renova-
tions in record numbers. 

Holiday gifts that cater to projects 
around the house are likely to be highly 
valued this holiday season. Here are some 
ideas for home improvement-related gifts.

• Home improvement retailer gift card: 
Home improvement centers are one-stop 
shopping for do-it-yourselfers. To help off-
set the cost of supplies, gift-givers can give 
a gift card to a neighborhood hardware 
store. 

• Magazine subscription: There are plen-
ty of ideas on the internet, but a subscrip-
tion to a home remodeling or interior de-
sign magazine puts inspiration right in 
homeowners’ hands. Pages can be marked 
or cut out and used on idea boards. 

• Tools and supplies: Homeowners just 
starting out may benefit from the basics. 
Stores often sell starter tool kits that can 

be used in home improvement-themed 
baskets. Experienced DIYers may have a 
special tool in mind that is outside their 
budget right now, like a chop saw or cord-
less power drill. Purchasing one of these 
items can help projects move along more 
smoothly.

• Expert consultation: Who can’t use a 
little help with their home remodeling ef-
forts? Give the gift of a consultation from 
an interior designer or professional con-
tractor to help complete plans that may be 
a little out of reach for the average DIYer. 

• Big-ticket item: Some friends and fam-
ily members may want to pool their re-
sources and offer loved ones an over-
the-top gift. This can include a backyard 
playset for children, a storage shed, a pool 
installation, or even a new appliance pack-
age. Gift ideas are endless and only limited 
by budget.

• Room re-do: All it may take is some 
new linens or accents to transform a room. 
From throw pillows to curtains to wall art, 
give the gift of an easy room makeover.

Riding the momentum of increased home 
improvement projects from the past sev-
eral months, holiday shoppers can choose 

Holiday gifts to spark home improvement ideas
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Shop Sanders Meats this holiday for the  
perfect gift box or basket! 

Make Sanders Meats part of your holiday tradition 
with a Sanders original ham for 

your holiday dinner. 

Hours: Monday - Saturday  8am - 5pm 
237 S Main Street 

Custer
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Holiday shoppers relish the mo-
ment when a loved one unwraps a 
gift and immediately smiles widely. 
Hitting the nail on the head in re-
gard to a holiday gift is its own re-
ward, and there’s no shame in look-
ing around for some inspiration 
to find a gift loved ones will truly 
cherish.

Shopping for young profession-
als this holiday season could be a 
little tricky, as changes sparked 
by the pandemic continue to af-
fect work environments. Howev-
er, shoppers can still find gifts to 
make young professionals happy 
this holiday season.

• Home office essentials: Many 
businesses have welcomed work-
ers back to the office, but some are 
taking a hybrid approach to being 
in the office. Many professionals 
who once went into the office five 
days a week are now spending one 
or two days a week at home. Others 
may still be working remotely full-
time. Holiday shoppers can take 
this into consideration when shop-

ping for young professionals and 
look for some basic home office es-
sentials. A comfortable office chair, 
a monitor that can be paired with 
a company-issued laptop and even 
a single-serve coffee pot for young 
people accustomed to getting their 
morning coffee on the way into the 
office can help professionals seam-
lessly transition from the office to 
their home office during the work 
week.

• Messenger bag: Looking the 
part can boost young profession-
als’ confidence as they begin their 
careers. A leather messenger bag is 
a stylish and sophisticated way for 
young professionals to carry their 
laptops and other workday essen-
tials to and from work. Profession-
als working in especially formal en-
vironments may prefer a leather 
briefcase, which creates a more tra-
ditional look for young people who 
will be entertaining clients or shuf-
fling from one business meeting to 
another.

• Business card holder: Though 
they might not be as prevalent as 
they once were, business cards re-
main an effective way for young 
professionals to build their net-
works. An elegant, monogrammed 
business card holder can help 
young professionals make a strong 
first impression.

• Luggage: Business travel may 
not be back to its pre-pandemic lev-
els just yet, but many young pro-
fessionals will undoubtedly still 
appreciate an upgrade over the lug-
gage they used in college. If design-
er luggage is a budget buster, look 
for a sturdy, elegant alternative 
that young professionals will be 
proud to tote around on their first 
official business trip.

Business may still be unusual 
as the world continues to emerge 
from the pandemic. But shoppers 
can look to some old favorites as 
they search for the perfect gifts for 
the young professionals on their 
holiday shopping lists this season. 

What to get young professionals this holiday season
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A glass of wine makes a nice ac-
companiment to a meal or some-
thing to enjoy and sip while con-
versing with friends in social 
situations. Many people have a fa-
vorite style of wine, and some even 
have a favorite vineyard. In addi-
tion, the popularity of wine makes 
it a versatile gift for the holidays or 

something to bring along to a holi-
day party as a hostess present.

Novice wine enthusiasts may be 
interested in learning more about 
wine so they can choose their wine 
selections for gifting and enjoy-
ment more readily. According to 
the experts at Wine Enthusiast, 
learning to taste wine and differen-

tiate between flavors is similar to 
appreciating art or music. Under-
standing the varietals can simplify 
the process of selecting wines.

• Cabernet Sauvignon: This is 
a full-bodied red grape heavily 
planted in the Bordeaux region of 
France. Cabernet generally has 
high levels of alcohol and tannins. 

• Merlot: The smoothness and 
mild flavor of this red wine make it 
a great option for those who need 
an introduction to red wine. This 
wine is lower in tannins than Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, and it tends to 
have a more fruity flavor profile as 
well.

• Cabernet Franc: This is a light- 

to middle-weight wine that fea-
tures a high acid content and sa-
vory flavors. 

• Malbec and Carménère: Similar 
to Merlot, these grapes originated 
in France but then made their way 
to other regions of the world. Mal-
bec is most popular in Argentina, 
while Carménère is grown in Chile.

• Zinfandel: Although mostly as-
sociated with the rosé wine White 
Zinfandel, Zinfandel is actually a 
medium-bodied red wine that orig-
inated in Croatia. 

• Pinot Noir: Soft tannins and 
high acid give this light-bodied red 
wine its appeal. The grapes were 
first widely planted in France but 
can now be found elsewhere.

• Chianti: Chianti is the most 
famous Italian red wine in North 
America. It’s a dry red that pairs 
very well with food. Chianti, which 
comes from the Chianti region in 
Tuscany, is made exclusively with 
Sangiovese grapes, or at least 80 
percent of them and other blends. 

• Chardonnay: This is a medi-
um- to full-bodied dry white wine. 
The Chardonnay grape is a white 
grape from the Burgundy region of 
France.

• Sauvignon Blanc: Citrus-driven 
and often light-bodied, Sauvignon 
Blanc is another dry white grape 

planted widely in France. It also 
is a parent grape to Cabernet Sau-
vignon.

• Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio: Pinot 
Grigio is a zesty, dry white wine 
that is particularly associated with 
Italy even though it originated in 
France, where it is thought to be a 
mutation of the Pinot Noir grape. 
Pinot Grigio skins are not green 
like other white grapes, but have a 
gray hue, hence the name.

• Reisling: Those who prefer a 
sweet white wine can opt for Re-
isling, which can be traced to Ger-
many. It can be a good match for 
those who appreciate other sweet 
white wines, such as Moscato or 
Gewürztraminer.

There are many wines to tempt 
palates. When gifting, the selec-
tions mentioned above can tempt 
foodies and budding sommeliers 
alike.  standing the varietals can 
simplify the process of selecting 
wines.

Get to know favorite wines for giving
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Are you making a list and checking it 
twice? If so, don’t forget to add a few ex-
tra people to that list who are worthy of a 
gift this holiday season. Certainly friends 
and family are  in mind for presents, but 
what about the service providers in your 
life? 

After a challenging year, people in the 
service industry might benefit from a 
holiday boost this year more than ever. 
Here’s who you may want to spread some 
cheer to this holiday season.

• Hairdressers and nail techs: It takes 
a lot of effort to look one’s best, and 
these individuals help people put their 
best selves forward. Consider tipping the 
amount you would normally spend on one 
visit. If you get your hair or nails done fre-
quently and consider this person a friend, 
opt for a gift instead, such as a gift card to 
a nice restaurant or a pampering service 
for him or her.

• Babysitter or caregiver: This person 
is likely close with the family and may 
be deserving of more than a tip. Pick an 
age-appropriate gift you know this per-
son will love. What about a coveted pair 
of Bluetooth-enabled earbuds or head-
phones? A gift card to a store you know 
this person frequents also can be fitting, 
or a year-long subscription to a streaming 
music or movie service.

• Landscapers: If the same person or 
crew services the lawn most of the time, a 
tip of $20 each is an appropriate amount.

• Teachers: Class parents may take up 
a collection for the teacher and offer one 
class gift. If your student is educated by 
multiple teachers and the school staff 
is top-notch, consider stocking the staff 
lounge with snacks and beverages or ca-
ter a lunch.

• Mail carrier: The mail is delivered six 
days of the week in any and all weather. 
Treat your mail carrier to a nice gift, but 
stick to the rules of the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice. Mail carriers are not allowed to ac-
cept cash, checks or gift cards that can be 
used like credit cards. Stick to a gift of no 
more than $25.

• Cleaning person: You rely on this per-
son to keep your home tidy and clean. He 
or she is deserving of the cost of one visit, 
according to Roseanne Thomas, author of 
“Excuse Me: The Survival Guide to Modern 
Business Etiquette.” 

Individuals can use their discretion con-
cerning service providers in their lives 
who may be worthy of some extra cheer 
this holiday season.  

People to tip and gift this holiday season
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Come check out 
our large
selection
of craft
beer &
wine!

5539 US-10, LUDINGTON, MI 49431 • (231) 845-6244

Give the Gift of a CLEAN CAR for Christmas!

Detail Gift Package #2

 Exterior & Interior 
includes hand 

polished exterior!

PREMIER
Detail Gift Package #1

 Interior Cleaning
The Works

$125
$250Gift Certificates Available

The perfect gift for someone you love ... or yourself!

Benedict’s Auto Center
1742 W. US-10   H   SCOTTVILLE   H   231-613-4111

Special Holiday Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 AM - 5 PM; Saturday, Dec. 4, 11 &18,  9 AM - 2 PM
210 E. Ludington Ave.  (Across from Post Office)  |  Ludington  |  Office: 231-425-4180

LAKESHORE COINS
& FINE JEWELRY

OF LUDINGTON

10% - 40% Off
Jewelry

through Christmas
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