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Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Cocktails
...with a view

Open 9am-8pm Thursday-Sunday | Closed January | 438 S. Hancock St., Pentwater
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Come check out one of the area’s Favorite Restaurants!

Just in time for the holidays...
Now Booking Private Parties!

Offices in: Hart, 907 S. State Street or call 231-873-3400
Pentwater, 279 S. Hancock Street or call 231-869-5055

Silver Lake Kiosk, next to Parkside Store or call 231-873-2580
www.coldwellbankeranchor.com

Veronica Parker
(231) 907-0070

Randy Stark
(231) 750-0242

Dodie Stark
(231) 750-8364

Cindy Bronkema
(231) 683-6617

Krista Erickson
(231) 638-6934

Happy Holidays fromHappy Holidays from
our team of expertour team of expert

agents. We are here foragents. We are here for
you all season long!you all season long!

Laurie Peters
(231) 638-6935

Monica Owens
(231) 750-2393

Sarah Hardy
(231) 730-1621

Mary Jo Schaner
(231) 750-9706

Brenda Seguin
(231) 638-3173

Becky VanderLaan
(231) 742-2374

Tim VanBruggen
269-870-3967

Rick Quinn
(517) 285-2209
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OPEN ALL YEAR, 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ACROSS FROM THE VILLAGE GREEN

MUFFINS  -  CROISSANTS  -  DONUTS  -  COOKIES  -  CRUMB CAKE
BREAKFAST BURRITOS  -  VEGAN OPTIONS  -  GLUTEN-FREE OPTIONS
MICHIGAN-ROASTED COFFEE  -  LARGE TEA SELECTION  -  SODA POPS
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Known only 
as “Buddy,” 
this elf helps 
to make 
Christmas in 
the Village fun 
for young and 
old, alike.

mwsrealty.com

5325 MONROE RD., PENTWATER

120 Feet on Pentwater Lake,
4x24 boat garage and 2 4x13 workshop - both lakeside

5321 LAKE BREEZE DR., PENTWATER

150 Feet of Lake MI, Best Beach in Oceana County
$1,250,000

8 N. BEACH ST., PENTWATER

Lake MI frontage in Pentwater Village 4 beds 3 baths. 
North side of Channel

Local Pentwater Real Estate Specialists
since 1994

112 S. Hancock, Pentwater, MI 49449
231-869-5706

Quintus & Donna
231-425-8965

qrenshaw@gmail.com

Wendy
231-301-1898

wendyl.westshore@pm.me

SOLDSOLD

NEWNEW

BY DAVID BOSSICK
The Village of Pentwater was look-

ing into hiring a consultant to review a 
citizens’ group study that underlines 
the reasons the village resident’s could 
consider in becoming a city.

Following the Village Council’s Oc-
tober meeting, Village Manager Chris 
Brown said in late October that the vil-
lage is aiming at hiring a consultant 
to review the village’s city feasibility 
study.

“We’d like to have ours to be vet-
ted through a consultant,” Brown said. 
“We’re looking for one. We’ve reached 
out to the Michigan Municipal League.”

He said what the village is looking for 
is an individual or organization with a 
good knowledge of government finance 
and municipal law.

“We’re working on that,” he said.
The village began in June 2022 with 

a committee appointed to look into 
the issue of whether or not the village 
could become a city. The study was 
charged with learning about the pro-

cess of becoming a city, develop a list 
of benefits and detriments to it, learn 
the effects of the changes to the vil-
lage, review the changes in taxes and 
develop a question-and-answer forum 
for the public.

Roughly a year later, the study was 
completed and submitted to the village. 
The Village Council, last July, decided 
to pursue a ballot measure to put it be-
fore the voters of the village to decide.

At the same time, Pentwater Town-
ship — which would be affected by the 
change because of the potential loss of 
taxes from landowners in the village — 
hosted question-and-answer sessions 
itself. The township worked with Citi-
zens Research Council of Michigan on 
a study of its own, the subject of which 
was in two question-and-answer ses-
sions in the late summer.

Since the summer, the village hired 
Mary Marshall as its outreach and 
education director on an interim basis 
while the City Feasibility Study Com-
mittee worked on a request for propos-

al for the position. Brown said recently 
that Marshall’s job wasn’t “trying to sell 
this (becoming a city).”

Brown reiterated that there are dis-
tinct differences between the village 
and the city in terms of structure of 
government and responsibilities, too. 
Should the village become a city, some 
of the responsibilities would shift to 
the newly created city. Brown said 
many services — such as police protec-
tion as an example — are already pro-
vided by the village without becoming 
a city.

Brown said it may reach December 
before a consultant or consultants are 
brought on to review the study the vil-
lage completed.

“We’ve been working on trying to 
figure out who can do it,” Brown said. 
“We want somebody comprehensive to 
do it.”

He thought, at the time, that perhaps 
a municipal bonding attorney could 
assist with the task of looking through 
the study.

Village seeking out consultant to verify study
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Treating all 

injuries and 

surgical cases

LAKESIDE COMPREHENSIVE 
REHABILITATION

Therapy / Pool Location
(231) 873-3577 • (231) 873-3557 fax 

601 E. Main St. • Hart, MI 
 

LAKESIDE FAMILY FITNESS 
& Coffee/Smoothie/Bagel Bar

(231) 873-3566 
39 S. State St.  

Hart, MI 

www.LakesideRehab.comwww.LakesideRehab.com

Take Care of YOU this  Winter!
Lakeside is here to help!

LAKESIDE COMPREHENSIVE REHABILITATION

LAKESIDE COFFEE/SMOOTHIE/BAGEL BAR

Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy • Massage Therapy 
Aquatic Therapy in a warm water pool. 

Caring, experienced professional staff with 10+ years of service 
We provide the care you need for the budget you can afford. 

Payment plans, accepting all insurance plans and private pay.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! Community Wellness Center  
Gym memberships or drop-ins welcome! 

7-Day Free Trial available to first time visitors.  
Daily fitness classes. Personal Training with Ethan Flanery, NASM Certified Personal Trainer. 

Open Swim, Aquatic Classes, Swim Lessons offered at Rehab location.

LAKESIDE FAMILY FITNESS

SAME AFFORDABLE 
 RATES AS IN 2020 

Coffee & Espresso Drinks • Homemade Bread Rolls • Protein Bowls • Soups
Smoothies • Nutritional Shakes • Parfaits 

New Yorker Bagels - In-house made cream cheeses 
Sandwiches and SaladsOnline ordering at 

www.LakesideRehab.com

Briana (Bree) Cruz 
Licensed Massage Therapist

(231) 869-2911 | 283 South Hancock Street | Pentwater, Michigan

FOOD • DRINKS • FUNFOOD • DRINKS • FUN

Events Calendar

Winter
and Spring

Small Business 
Saturday, 
Downtown

Santa Celebrates 
Christmas in the 
Village, Pentwater 
Village Green, 
5-6:30 p.m.

Pentwater 
Christmas in the 
Village - Pentwater 
Band Holiday Craft 
Fair, Pentwater 
Public Schools, 
600 E. Park St., 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.,

Pentwater 
Christmas in the 
Village

COVE Afternoon 
Tea, Oceana 
Council on Aging, 
4250 W. Tyler 
Road, Hart,  
1:30-4 p.m.

Pentwater 
Christmas in the 
Village

Pentwater 
Christmas in the 
Village

Winterfest in 
Pentwater, Down-
town. Corks and 
Canvas, galleries 
on Hancock Street, 
2-5 p.m.

Nov. 

25

Nov. 

25

dec. 

2

dec. 

9

dec. 

10
FEB. 

10

mar. 

30

may

4

may

4
FEB. 

10

dec. 

10

dec. 

23

Winterfest in 
Pentwater, 
Downtown

 
Colleen 
Plummer’s Easter 
on the Green, 
Pentwater Village 
Green, 12-1 p.m.

Brews & Beats 
craft beer, wine 
and cider festival, 
Pentwater Village 
Green, 12-5 p.m.

Wine Art on the 
Water, Park Place, 
750 Run St.,  
2-5 p.m.
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BY DAVID L.  BARBER
PTW COLUMNIST

Santa Claus and his beautiful bride 
have danced in Pentwater. I know, I 
saw them – in the mirror.

He’s listened to the whispers and 
pleas of area children, and of their 
parents, too. Afterall, their Wish Lists 
are his To-Do List.

Santa has strolled arm-in-arm with 
Mrs. Claus down the sidewalks of 
this enchanting village – stopping, of 
course, to talk with the youngsters – 
and sure as the bell tower will strike 
midnight on Christmas Eve, he will 
again deliver toys, candies and other 
wondrous gifts to those same chil-
dren he’ll have met with only a few 
days earlier during the Christmas in 
the Village celebration.

Oh yeah, he’s back alright, by popu-
lar demand he-e-e’s ba-a-ack! And 
just when you think you’ve seen the 
jolly ole’ elf everywhere, visiting with 
everyone, and doing everything he 
possibly could to make the holiday 
season a joyous one, he has some-
thing new and special planned for 
the children of Pentwater this year 
– he’s going to ride with those kids 
in a horse-drawn wagon during the 
month-long festival that is Christmas 
in the Village of Pentwater.

“This is our first year where Santa 
will be on that horse-drawn wagon,” 
local artist and business owner Jilly 
“Jilly” Barnes told me. “There is no 

charge to ride in a wagon 
drawn by draft hors-

es and to see 
the town of 

Pentwater 
and see all 

of its beautifully decorated windows.”
Jolly Jilly, as everyone including 

Santa knows her to be, told me to tell 
the children of Pentwater that Santa 
will ride on that very special wagon 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, and that he will 
welcome them with open arms, just 
as he always does. Can you imagine a 
more beautiful scenario, especially if 
it snows.

Such moments become memories 
that can last for a long, long time – 
forever, to be quite honest.

My wife and I have been blessed 
to have been asked by Santa to fill 
in for him and Mr. Claus a few times 
when other commitments prevented 
them from appearing at certain holi-
day functions. He’s in such demand 
that he does that, you know, he will 
deputize a person to don his red 
coat, shiny black boots and long red 
cap, and he’ll ask them to meet with 
youngsters, young and old, on his 
behalf.

“Be jolly,” he said. “Be kind. Talk 
with them. Laugh with them. Dance 
with them, too. But most of all, listen 
to the children and report back to me.”

And so that is what my wife and 
I did, including the dancing, which 
I otherwise don’t do — ever. How’s 
that for a little Christmas magic? That 
dance became one of our favorite 
photos.

Let me say that if I hadn’t been a 
reporter all my life and challenged 
every day to write only the truth, I 
could see myself being challenged to 
write about another truth that would 
speak of a child’s right to 
dream about all the great 
and wonderful things – 
seen and unseen – such 

as Santa Claus; because of all the 
truths that matter most in this world 
the greatest truth lies in the latter, in 
what a child sees and believes in.

Gosh knows that in time — all-
too-soon, really — their world will 
become blurred and blinded by other 
truths.

So this Christmas my wife, Jeanne, 
and I are planning to travel to Pent-
water to rekindle our friendships 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus. We want to 
watch Santa as he rides on the horse-
drawn wagon and as he visits with 
the children of Pentwater. We want 
to revisit our youth, and a time when 
truth really mattered the most.

IAnd to you children out there who 
might be reading this might I just say 
“thank you for helping us grown-
ups to see the truth when it matters 
most,” because sometimes we tend to 
lose our focus on what’s really impor-
tant – you.

Merry Christmas, everyone. And 
thank you Santa, thank you.

Editor’s note: David L. Barber  is a re-
tired journalist living in Manistee. He 
will provide occasional feature stories 
and columns for various Shoreline Me-
dia publications, including the Luding-
ton Daily News, Oceana Herald-Journal, 
LakeStyle Magazine and PTW Magazine. 
He can be reached at dlbarber1006@
gmail.comSanta to ride

in horse-drawn
sleigh during 
Christmas in the Village
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JULY 3 FIREWORKS
AUGUST 8-11 HOMECOMING
AUGUST 10 HOMECOMING FIREWORKS
AUGUST 23 & 24 SIDEWALK SALES
SEPTEMBER 19 HARVEST DAY
SEPTEMBER 21 & 22 FALL FEST
OCTOBER 12 OKTOBERFEST 
OCTOBER 12 CAR SHOW, STOUT STUMBLE 5K
OCTOBER 26 SPOOKTACULAR

FEBRUARY 10 & 17 WINTERFEST
MARCH 30 EASTER ON THE GREEN
MAY 4 BREWS & BEATS
JUNE 2 FARMERS MARKET BEGINS
JUNE 8 PENTWATER GARAGE SALES
JUNE 15 & 16 SPRING FEST
JUNE TBD CHAMBER GOLF OUTING

DISCOVER THE MAGIC OF PENTWATER IN 2024
PENTWATER.ORG

from the Pentwater Historical Society
We had a great 2023 year and

appreciate all your support. Thank You!

We look forward to your participation
and continued support in 2024 and beyond.

85 S. Rutledge  •  www.pentwaterhistoricalsociety.org

THE

Pentwater Historical
Society Museum

Birch Michigan
Pentwater Candle Company

119 S Hancock Street | Downtown Pentwater

home decor | specialty gifts 

PENTWATER HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
marched for the first time in a long time in 
their uniforms as a part of a massive per-
formance at Mason County Central in Scot-
tville on Oct. 20. In past years, when Lud-
ington or Mason County Central visited 
each other for football, the two bands 
would combine to play music together. 
This year, band students from Pentwa-
ter and Baldwin — complete in their 
respective school’s band uniforms — 
played in the combined band.

Photos by 
MATTHEW SCHEIDEL
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Sandwiches
W/ Naan or potato chips & a 

Clutch dip of choice.
The Clutch 

Boar’s Head roast beef, Clutch 
sauce, French onion & mushroom 

sauce, and Pinconning horseradish 
cheese on ciabatta bread.  $15

The Knuckle Sandwich 
Turkey Pastrami, bacon, pineapple-

jalapeño sauce, cheddar, 
mozzarella, French fried onions, 
Clutch sauce, lettuce, tomato & 
onion  on ciabatta bread. $15

The Greek 
Pita bread, beef-lamb gyro meat, 

feta cheese, tomato, onion, 
cucumber & Clutch tzatziki.  $13

The TKO 
Boar’s Head ham w/ pineapple-

jalapeno glaze, cheddar cheese & 
Clutch sauce on ciabatta bread. $15

The Contender
Cheddar, mozzarella & Clutch sauce 
baked on Helen’s whole wheat.  $11

The Greek Veggie
Pita bread, beets, feta cheese, 
tomato, Kalamata olives, onion, 
cucumber & Clutch tzatziki.  $12

Clutch Hoagies 
W/ Naan or potato chips & a 

Clutch dip of choice.

🥊🥊🥊🥊 The Italian 

Boar’s Head ham, salami, 
pepperoni, provolone, mayo, lettuce, 
tomato, onion & Clutch Vinaigrette. 

$14

🥊🥊🥊🥊  Undisputed Champ

Boar’s Head roast beef & havarti, 
Clutch sauce, BBQ sauce, French 

fried onions & pickled red cabbage. 
$15

 Unanimous Decision 
Boar’s Head ovengold turkey, 
creamy havarti, mayo, lettuce, 

pickle, banana peppers & onion. $14
 Le? Hook 

 Boar’s Head beef pastrami, Swiss, 
Clutch thousand island & house-

made coleslaw. $14
CombinaBon 

Boar’s Head roast beef, provolone, 
mayo, lettuce, tomato & onion. $13

Wild Card 
Your choice of Boar’s Head deli 
meat, on an Italian hoagie with 

cheese, mayo, lettuce, tomato & 
onion. $12

Meat: Ham, Turkey, Salami, Roast 
Beef and/or Bacon.

Cheese: American, Swiss, Cheddar, 
Havarti, Provolone or Pinconning 
Horseradish Jack.

Free add-ons: Pickle, Yellow or 
Spicy Brown Mustard, Clutch Sauce 
or Clutch Vinaigrette.
$0.75 add-ons: Extra Cheese, 
Cucumber, Olives, Peppers, Feta or 
Mushrooms. 

Salads
With one of Helen’s yeast rolls, pita 

or Mary’s onion bread.
Chicken Caesar 

Choose romaine and/or kale, 
parmesan, croutons & house-made 

lemon caesar dressing. 
Large $14   Small $ 8

 Seven-Layer 
Romaine, sweet peas, boiled egg, 
bacon, cheddar,  green onion w/ a 
creamy, sweet and tangy dressing. 

 Large $14    Small $ 9
Apple & Greens 

Kale and brussels sprouts, apple, 
bacon, onion, pepitas, feta & cider 
vinaigrette.  Large $14    Small  $ 9

Chef 
Romaine, Boar's Head ovengold 

turkey, Boars Head ham, Vermont 
Cheddar, provolone, tomato, 

cucumber, onion and hard boiled 
egg.  Large $14    Small  $ 9

Greek 
Romaine, beef-lamb gyro meat, 

hummus, feta cheese, beets, 
tomato, kalamata olives, onion, 

cucumber & Clutch tzatziki. 
Large $ 14   Small $ 9

House-made dressings: Ranch, Bleu 
Cheese, Clutch Vinaigrette, Apple Cider 

Vinaigrette & Thousand Isl.

Hand-Crafted
Soups

 Chicken w/ Homemade   
Noodles

&
Soup of the Day

With one of Helen’s yeast rolls or Mary’s 
onion bread.

12 oz $5 16 oz $7
(Cold Quarts available $12 )

🥊🥊🥊🥊Oven Baked 
Nachos

Add Fresh Salsa & Sour Cream for $2.50

Meat 
Taco meat & cheese. $ 11

Meat & Veggies
Taco meat, cheese, lettuce, tomato, 

onion. $13
Loaded Nachos

Meat, refried beans, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato, onion, and black olives. $15

🥊🥊🥊🥊 Ryans Pita Taco
Baked pita filled with beef, lettuce, 

tomato, cheese, and sour cream.  $10

Clutch Pizza
Meat Toppings: Ham, Sausage, 
Pepperoni, Bacon, Ground Beef, 

Chicken. 
 AddiBonal toppings:  

Onion, Green Pepper, Fresh 
Mushrooms, Black Olives, Green 
Olives, Fresh Jalapeños, Tomato, 
Banana Peppers, Pineapple, Feta. 

16”Clutch Signature Crust 
 w/ 100% Real Mozzarella Cheese 

$12 
Add Meat or Cheese $3/each 
AddiNonal Toppings $2/each 

7” Pita Pizza 
w/ 100% Real Mozzarella  $7 

Add Meat or Cheese $1.25/each 
AddiNonal Toppings $0.50/each 

12” Gluten Free 
Cauliflower 

W/ 100% Real Mozzarella  $15 
Add Meat or Cheese $2.50/each 
AddiNonal Toppings $1.25/each 

Specialty Pizza
Loaded Pepperoni 

16” Signature Crust $18 
7” Pita Pizza $8 

12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $19 

Sweet & Spicy Hawaiian 
Ham, pineapple, feta, Clutch jalapeño-

pineapple sauce. 
16” Signature Crust $22 

7” Pita Pizza $9 
12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $21 

🥊🥊🥊🥊Meatzza 
Sausage, pepperoni, ham and bacon 

16” Signature Crust $24 
7” Pita Pizza $12 

12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $25 

🥊🥊🥊🥊 Veggie Supreme
Onion, Mushroom, Green Pepper, Black 
& Green Olives, Banana Peppers & Feta. 

16” Signature Crust $24 
7” Pita Pizza $11 

12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $25 

🥊🥊🥊🥊  The Big Mac 
Special sauce, ground beef, le\uce, 

onion, pickle, Cheddar and mozzarella. 
16” Signature Crust $20 

7” Pita Pizza $10 
12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $21 

Supreme
Sausage, pepperoni, ham, onion, green 

peppers & mushrooms. 
16” Signature Crust $27 

7” Pita Pizza $12 
12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $26 

Deluxe
Ham, sausage, bacon,  pepperoni, 

onion, green peppers, mushrooms, 
green & black olives. 

16” Signature Crust $33 
7” Pita Pizza $15 

12” Gluten Free Cauliflower $30 

Cheese 
Breadsticks

16” w/ Ranch or Marinara $12 

🥊🥊🥊🥊 Pasta
Served with a side of Mary’s Onion 

bread.  $12 

Bacon Mac-n-Cheese 
Chicken Alfredo  

Sausage & Marinara  

Boneless 
Wings

🏆🏆🏆🏆 BBQ 🏆🏆🏆🏆  Buffalo  🏆🏆🏆🏆  Plain
🏆🏆🏆🏆  Pineapple-Jalapeno 

6- $9  12- $16  18-$24  24-$30
W/ Ranch or Bleu cheese.

Sides 
Mary’s onion bread  $6

Naan w/ Hummus & Tzatziki  $7
Veggies w/ dip  $6

Side Salad  $6
(w/lettuce, tomato, onion & Croutons)

Beverages
Hot Coffee  $3

Hot tea  $3 
Fresh Brewed Iced tea  $3

Lemonade  $3
Slushies

Bottled water
Canned Soda

🥊🥊🥊🥊 = New Items

Ask about these options:
V = Vegan. VG = Vegetarian

GF = Gluten free   L = Low-carb 

35 E Lowell, Pentwater
    (231) 869-3137
     OPEN YEAR ROUND

2023 FALL
AND WINTER MENU 

Call ahead or
walk-in to

order

OfferingHolidayCatering
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BY DAVID BOSSICK
The Pentwater Arts Council cel-

ebrated its second of three years of 
its Sculpture Walk in October at Park 
Place in Pentwater.

This year’s sculpture walk featured 
six sculptures from six artists from 
around the country in downtown 
Pentwater on Second Street and along 
Hancock Street. All of the sculptures 
were available to be bought, and that 
included the People’s Choice Winner 
for the year, Water Maiden, complet-
ed by Robert Barnum, announced 
Pentwater Arts Council Co-President/
Vice President Judy Pazol at the coun-
cil’s artist reception.

“It’s been quite the attraction for 
those who have been walking around 
town,” Pazol said. “It was exciting to 
watch them and see them voting on 
the QR code.”

The Pentwater Arts Council pur-
chased Water Maiden, and it will re-
main in Pentwater at a location to be 
determined.

The group also had a jury of in-

dividuals who chose which of the 
sculptures was the best, and the Alu-
minum Spiral was chosen as the top 
sculpture by the panel.

Last year, the council hosted five 
sculptures and two of those were 
bought by the council and installed 
permanently in Pentwater. Next year, 
there are plans to expand the number 
of sculptures to eight.

The group is going to work with a 
different firm to select art work to be 
shown in the future, Pazol said, and 
it is hoped to be implemented for the 
2024 Sculpture Walk.

“This different company which will 
help with our selection process for 
next year is going to be more Midwest 
in nature,” Pazol said. “It will also 
have a larger selection of sculptures 
for us to choose from.”

The Arts Council will also get more 
involvement from the community 
through this new firm in terms of the 
selection.

“We will have 11 sculptures around 
Pentwater for the coming year,” she 

said. “The other exciting part is that 
will be a yearlong display. We will 
have, starting in the spring, we will 
have 11 sculptures around town. And 
it will be a reflection of the excite-
ment about the appreciation of art.

“People will help create discussion 
about the meaning of the sculpture 
medium. It will bring discussion 
about what people like (and) what 
they don’t like about art.”

This year, a booklet was created 
for students and adults alike to find 
and learn about the various sculp-
tures. The booklet had images of 
each of the sculptures on one page 
and on the accompanying page, a list 
of questions with space left open for 
students and others to start those 
discussions.

“I think it will be our big addition to 
our project,” Pazol said.

Pazol said it is through the dona-
tions of many that’s made not only 
the Sculpture Walk successful but 
also the work of the Pentwater Arts 
Council overall.

Pentwater Arts Council celebrates

 Aluminum Spiral 
was chosen as the 

top sculpture by the 
panel.

second year of sculpture walk
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TOTAL EXCAVATINGTOTAL EXCAVATING
SERVICESSERVICES

Shoreline Protection • Excavating
Helicoil Installation • Gravel & Sand

Dozer & Loader • Land Clearing
Basement Excavating

LETS GET ‘ER DONE!LETS GET ‘ER DONE!

PO Box 413 • 8770 N. Oceana Dr., Pentwater

Ken AdAmsKen AdAms
& sons& sons

EXCAVATINGEXCAVATING
231-869-5928
FAX 869-4620

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES!
Visit: MichiganDiggers.com

Judy Pazol discusses the Pentwater Art Council’s work with the 
Sculpture Walk this year and next Saturday evening at Park Place 
in Pentwater.

 Water Maiden

111 S Hancock St, Pentwater | (231) 869-5535

Pentwater
Public Schools

wishes you a
wonderful and safe

holiday season!



18 SHORELINE MEDIA / PTW November 2023 SHORELINE MEDIA / PTW November 2023 19

18 19

HOMEBAKEDby
Roxann
517-285-2864

• Wedding Cakes
• Pasties 
• Birthday Cakes
• Desserts  
• Cupcakes
• Cookies
• & More!..

560 S. Hancock, Pentwater, MI 49449 millsr2001@yahoo.com

FULL MENU
FULL BAR

LUNCH & DINNER
S • P • E • C • I • A • L • S

2 LOCATIONS
278 S. HANCOCK - PENTWATER    231-869-5444

147 MICHIGAN - SHELBY   231-861-5014

Home of the Notorious
Bear Burger”

W
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est of W
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2023

FA
VO
RI
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The B
est of W

est M
ichigan

2023

TAKE-OUT • CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Voted the Best 
Burger in the local 
area as well as one 

of your Favorite 
Businesses in 

Pentwater!

People check out the car 
show as a part of the 
Pentwater Oktoberfest 
in mid-October in 
downtown Pentwater. 
The event included a 
5-kilometer run, a home 
tour to benefit COVE and 
the traditional celebration 
at the Pentwater Village 
Green.

DAVID BOSSICK PHOTO

OKTOBERFEST 

CAR 
SHOW
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IN THE VILLAGEIN THE VILLAGE

cover story by DAVID BARBER photos by  JILLY BARNES
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BY DAVID L. BARBER
Mayberry, itself — the jolly, joyful fictional hamlet that causes peo-

ple to smile to this day — was never as merry as merry ole’ Christ-
mas in the Village, in Pentwater.

And anybody who says otherwise can just “nip it in the bud,” 
as it was often said on the legendary family TV show of the 

1960s.
As it has been for the past few years, the real-life 
Hallmark-like hamlet of Pentwater will host its annual 
Christmas in the Village celebration throughout the 
month of December, which will be highlighted by a 
teasing and tinseled list of events that will be held 
on the first three Saturdays of the month — Dec. 2, 

9 and 16.
And everyone who knows Christmas in the Village, 

and who doesn’t, knows how the spirited spokesperson 
for the event, Jolly Jilly, can get at this time of the year. The 

star at the top of the village tree never sparkled so bright as 
local artist and business owner Jill “Jilly” Barnes sparkles at 
Christmastime.

The owner of Jilly’s Gallery and member of the Pentwater 
Downtown Development Authority recently shared a message 

with others in which she cheerfully talked about the “magic that 
comes alive during Christmas in the Village.”

“We have fun, we definitely do,” said Jolly Jilly, who became known 

as “‘Jilly Beans’ growing up and that just kind of stuck.”
“It’s about giving back to the community and that’s 

what Christmas is about — it’s about giving, it’s a warm 
feeling when you give back and so we really, really try 
hard to remind people of that and to let them know that 
Pentwater is a special place all year long, it’s not just a 
summer resort town. It’s a good time to remind people 
that it’s a happy time of the year.

“We have 27 businesses that will stay open on Satur-
days to help build a Christmas feeling in town,” she said. 
“A lot of people assume that Pentwater just closes up af-
ter Labor Day weekend, but we actually have businesses 

that stay open.
“If you want that fun, festive feeling, you come on a 

Saturday (in December) when we have a bonfire and 
Christmas caroling right outside the Village Green and 
where there’s free hot cocoa. Santa will be here on Dec. 
16 from 1-4 p.m. and he’s going to ride on the horse-
drawn wagon and ask children, young and old, what their 
Christmas wishes are. This is our first year where Santa 
will be on that horse-drawn wagon. There is no charge 
to ride in a wagon drawn by draft horses and to see the 
town of Pentwater and see all of its beautifully decorated 
windows.”

PHOTO COURTESY JILL BARNES

Horse-drawn wagons carry townsfolk and visitors to and fro through the center of town.

PHOTO COURTESY JILL BARNES 

Known only as “Buddy,” this elf helps to 
make Christmas in the Village fun for 
young and old, alike.

Pentwater to celebrate ‘Christmas in the Village’ 
all through December
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PHOTO COURTESY JILL BARNES

Tom Harmon is all smiles making wreaths.

Jill “Jilly” Barnes

“It’s about giving back to the community and that’s what 
Christmas is about — it’s about giving, it’s a warm feeling when 
you give back and so we really, really try hard to remind people 

of that and to let them know that Pentwater is a special place 
all year long, it’s not just a summer resort town. It’s a good time 

to remind people that it’s a happy time of the year.”

— JILLY BARNES
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Pentwater Convenience Center | 4374 W. Monroe Road, Pentwater | (231) 869-4203

FUEL • GRAB & GO FOODFUEL • GRAB & GO FOOD
and many convenience items

PIZZAPIZZABREADBREAD
STICKSSTICKS

231-869-5766
Open Year ‘Round • Reservations Recommended

www.ChannelLaneInn.com

Just a short stroll to the village shops and beach!Just a short stroll to the village shops and beach!

SUITES and MOTEL KITCHENETTES
HHH PENTWATER, MI HHH

And while Santa will ride on that very special 
wagon on Dec. 16, wagon rides through the village 
will be offered both that day and the Saturday be-
fore, Dec. 9.

“Some of our merchants will dress up like a little 
elf, or whatever or whoever,” said Jolly Jilly. “Occa-
sionally Buddy the Elf, himself, will show up and he 
likes to ‘sing loud for everyone to hear.’”

A variety of the businesses will offer art-related 
and craft classes throughout December.

“All sorts of businesses will do different 
things, there will be some open houses,” she 
said. “The kids will come in and do some Christ-

mas caroling on one of the Saturdays. Last 
year they went around to the different 

stores and sang, it’s really a lot of 
fun.

“That first weekend we’ll have 
our Sweet Stroll. We sell bags 
and the merchants will give 
out a sweet treat — you’ll get 
a list of those merchants — 
and all of the money will go 
back to the school. This year 
we’re giving the money to 

PHOTO COURTESY JILL BARNES
T.T. is all smiles, we think, wearing an ugly sweater.

PHOTO COURTESY JILL BARNES
Caroling is always popular during the annual Christmas in the Village celebration.
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Design Your Own Ornament!
Book a Glass Class Today!

JillysGallery.com   |   231-869-2100

MADE IN
PENTWATER

the band program, which is great. Last year it went to the 
Student Congress and the year before it went to the student 
athletes.”

Once again, businesses throughout Pentwater will take part in a 
friendly competition of decorating their storefronts.

“This year we’ll have a Light It Up theme and if you want to vote for your 
favorite window (all you have to do is pay a dollar to cast your vote) and 
all the dollars we raise will go to the food pantry here in town,” she said. 
“So, the merchant that raises the most money, wins, and it’s all good for 
the food pantry. Last year we raised over $300 for the food pantry and last 
year’s theme was Movie Scenes and this year’s theme is Light It Up — we 
want to see how bright we can make the town.

“Our town has a tendency to feel like a little Hallmark movie if you come 
here on a Saturday, but we have merchants who are open throughout the 
week.

“Another thing we do is have an ugly sweater discount, so if you wear 
your ugly Christmas sweater a lot of the merchants will give you a little bit 
of a discount, or a special surprise” said Jolly Jilly, whose own dog T.T. wore 
one last year.

Ugly sweater?
“ If you walk in and ask ‘is this ugly enough for you,’ you’ll be okay, even 

though it might be an adorable sweater,” she said, laughing. “We had a lady 
last year who wore a dragon sweater with a Santa on it and an angel up in 
the air and I thought it was really cute, but she still got her (ugly sweater) 
discount.

“We have free gift wrapping that we do for the holidays, so if you come in 
and do your Christmas shopping here then everything will be gift wrapped 
for when you leave and you’ll be all set – gift tags and everything.”

And so what are some of the reasons to visit Pentwater this holiday sea-
son? According to Jolly Jilly:

“Shops will be stocked with home décor, special-
ty gifts, treats, beverages, candles, toys, books and 

more, perfect for effortless holiday gift-giving.”
“Galleries and quilt shops will offer classes, kits, one-

of-a-kind ornaments, wall art and gift certificates, from 
festive holiday apparel to cozy casual wear, ‘we’ve got 
your fashion needs.’”

“Sip coffee, wine and spirits in town, or take some 
home to share with friends and family.”

“Unique handcrafted creations by local artisans, perfect 
for thoughtful and unique holiday gifts.”

And more – lots more.
“Spread joy and shop small,” she said. “Giving a gift 

from a small business is like giving a gift twice.”

“Treat every day 
like Christmas”

— BUDDY
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BY DAVID L.  BARBER
While the year-ending holidays 

are upon us, it’s not too early to 
start thinking about the annual 
Winterfest that will come to Pent-
water in early February.

Of course, some of what will 
go on in that festival — as with 
others across the area during the 
winter months — will depend on 
whether or not Mother Nature 
will cooperate.

“Even if we don’t have any 
snow, there are indoor activities, 
so that’s why we have a mix-
ture of both,” said Eva Gregwer, 
executive director, Pentwater 
Chamber of Commerce. “Last 
year we didn’t get any ice for our 
ice-staking rink and that was a 
bummer — we had the ice, but 
then we got rain.

“Weather permitting, the 
events will include ice skating 

— we work with the fire depart-
ment in creating our ice rink 
just north of town at the park 
up there; our basketball court is 
turned into our skating rink. We 
have ice skates, all different sizes 
for adults and children, that peo-
ple can pick up and use for free. 
We’re never guaranteed we’ll 
have ice on the lake, so this way 
it’s really easier for us to smooth 
out the ice.

“It’s kind of like ‘Get Your 
Freeze on in Pentwater,’” she 
said. “We’re trying to get rid of 
those cabin blues. In January, 
people usually just stay home, 
so we say ‘hey, come on out and 
hang out with us in Pentwater, 
we have things going on — fun 
activities, for all.’ It is a fun time. 
People have a good time, a lot 
of people you haven’t seen for a 
while.”
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Gregwer said the 2024 festival will be modeled after 
ones held — quite successfully — in the past.

“We’ll do bonfires and have s’mores at the Village 
Green,” she said. “We have a lot of businesses and orga-
nizations that step up for that weekend who help make 
Winterfest happen.

“We always have our winter’s farmers market, too, 
which is always the third weekend, that is going on its 
third year and we do that in the basement of the Method-
ist Church where there’s lots of open space, they’re re-
ally generous with us.

“We’ll have a cheese vendor, a bread vendor, someone 
will have micro greens, so it’s a variety and every year 
we keep building to it — it’s very popular,” said Greg-
wer. “It’s so nice to see that it has grown and taken off 
because our farmers market during our summer season 
is so popular so it’s become nice to give them the option 
that if, ‘okay, if you still have products (we’ll have it at 
Winterfest, too).’

“The school does a Snowman Scram 5K and that’s 
grown tremendously. We’ve had great participation in 
that race and it’s a fun route through town — obviously, 
dress warm, or run fast.”

One of the more popular 
events, she said, is the an-
nual Ryan Williams fishing 
tournament that is held on 
Pentwater Lake — again, 
weather permitting.
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• Gifts • Decor

• Michigan-made

• Specialty foods

• Gift certificates

• And more!

3890 W. Monroe Rd. • Hart, MI • 231.301.8601
Check FB for hours • Closed on Sundays

Dine in or take out 
Soups, sandwiches,

and paninis.

8 beers in tap,
6 wines by glass,

as well as
bottles of wine
& cases of beer.

Boar’s Head
sliced meats
and cheeses,

Sanders Meats,
and select

       fresh produce.

Deli • Bar
Grocery

SERVICES ARE AT 11AM EVERY SUNDAY

ADVENT SERVICES:
7PM Wednesdays:

December 6th, 13th and 20th
A meal is provided in our Beautiful Pavilion at 6PM prior to the Advent service.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE: 11AM Sunday, December 24

Join us atJoin us at
Lighthouse Lutheran Lighthouse Lutheran 

Church as weChurch as we
celebrate thecelebrate the

Christmas Season!Christmas Season!

231-425-9300 TOJ Custom Jewelry
103 W. Loomis St. Ludington

• GIA Graduate Gemologist and Appraiser
• Jewelry repair and restoration expert
• Redesign and Custom Jeweler on site
• Finely crafted heirloom quality jewelry
    in gold and platinum
• Flexible Private appointment scheduling

10%
OFF

OPEN:
THURSDAY, FRIDAY

11AM-6PM
SATURDAY 11AM-4PM

“Of course we have to have safe ice on the lake,” she said. 
“We always try to do the Ryan Williams ice-fishing tourna-
ment the third weekend because it’s always free fishing 
weekend in Michigan, so you don’t have to have a fishing 
license to participate.”

Gregwer said for the last few years the community’s 
downtown shops have hosted a poker run, “... where you go 
in these shops and pick up a card and whoever has the best 
hand at the end of the day wins.”

“The second weekend will be Corks and Canvas, with art 
and wine activities with our local galleries. That’s one that 
people always look forward to because it’s indoors and is 
not weather-dependent and that is hosted by the Pentwa-
ter Arts Council. That’s been a very popular one that people 



38 SHORELINE MEDIA / PTW November 2023 SHORELINE MEDIA / PTW November 2023 39

38 39

will travel for — people come up for the weekend in Pentwa-
ter, or they’ll do a day-trip – we’ve seen a lot of day-trippers 
come up from the Grand Rapids and other areas.”

Also, said Gregwer, the Oceana Ski Club will host a cross-
country family ski event.

“They bring out their skis that people can borrow and use — 
totally recreational,” she said. “It’s so nice out there and they 
do a good job on their trials.”

As it is with many families in the area, Gregwer, herself, 
comes “… from a fifth generation on both sides.”

To say she loves living and working in the area is an under-
statement, pointing out that the success of the Winterfest — 
as with all other festivals and celebrations in the community 
— begins with the large number of volunteers who help.

“I’ve enjoyed watching the town evolve over the years and 
sort of enhance itself’ has been nice,” she said. “If we didn’t 
get support from our volunteers, none of these activities 
would be possible.

For more information on the Pentwater Winterfest go 
to travelinfo@pentwater.org
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Share some holiday cheer with:
home decor, specialty gifts, decadent
treats & beverages, Candles, books &

more to make your holiday gift-giving
a breeze! 

Unique Shops stocked with 

Galleries & a Quilt shop offering
classes, kits, one-of-a-kind ornaments,

wall art, gift certificates & More!

Many businesses offering 
Gift certificates & free gift wrap!

enjoy fresh coffee, and wine & spirits
in town, or grab some to

take home and share with friends! 

caroling, bonfires on the green, 
Hot Cocoa, Family Photo fun, 

Buddy the elf & Santa sightings, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, 

holiday decor & small-town charm!

Spread joy while shopping small!
Giving a gift from a small business

is like giving a gift twice!

Stylish boutiques featuring Festive
holiday party apparel & Accessories!

Cast a $1.00 Vote for your Favorite 
Window Display with Proceeds Going 
To Pentwater’s Local Food Pantry.

10 Reasons To Visit 
Pentwater This Holiday Season:

December 2nd, 9th, & 16th

Christmas In The Village

Pentwater

Jilly’s Gallery
Birch Michigan
Sew Let’s Be Quilty 
Oldewick Post
CRAZE 
Studio 161 
Elise    
Storybook Village                              
Honeybee 
Village Pub
Clutch Food Shop
Kook’s Eye
EnerG Fitness
Shelby State Bank

             

Good Stuffs
Port View

Green Isaac’s
Cosmic Candy

Pentwater Surf & Skate
Pentwater Candle Company

Painted Frog Art Studio
Channel Lane Inn

Snug Harbor Marina
Homebaked by roxann

Linabella
Flowers By Maryann

 Rusted Chandelier

wear your Ugly Christmas Sweater 
for specials & surprises!

calendar of events available 
by scanning qr code

Nice List

Handcrafted Creations by Local
Artisans. Perfect for Extra Special

Holiday Gifts!


