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When being “First” truly makes a difference

People celebrate a lot of firsts - the
first day of school, coming in first
place in a competition, first birthday
or anniversary. These types of firsts
are celebrated often, in everyday life.
But there are other firsts that are often
overlooked - being first on the scene of
a fire, accident, emergency, or criminal
activity - and these are the ones that are
most deserving of praise and apprecia-
tion because First Responders really do
deal with life and death on a daily basis.

First responders are the first trained
professionals to arrive when emergen-
cies strike. Whether rushing to a fire,
securing a crash scene, or providing
lifesaving medical care, these men and
women are often the difference between
tragedy and survival.

Here in West Michigan, first respond-
ers include local police officers and
sheriff’s deputies, firefighters — both
career and volunteer — and emergency
medical personnel who serve Mason,
Oceana, Manistee, and Lake counties.
Dispatchers, search-and-rescue teams,

the Red Cross and other trained com-
munity members also play a vital role
in ensuring a rapid and coordinated
response that saves lives, ensures safe
passage and distributes care and hope.

From rural townships to lakeshore
communities, these departments an-
swer the call at a moment’s notice. Their
mission is clear: to protect lives, pre-
serve property, and keep our communi-
ties safe — often at great personal risk.

This section is dedicated to honoring
their service, sharing their stories, and
recognizing the vital role they play in
safeguarding the places we call home. It
is our gesture to give some recognition
and appreciation to those who serve out
communities in Manistee, Lake, Mason,
Oceana and Muskegon counties.

While it would be difficult to recog-
nize everyone individually, this section
contains a few local profiles as well as
overviews of those agencies that come
to save the day. True superheroes who
don’t fly (although some do as medi-
cal transports), who aren’t faster than a

speeding bullet (but can certainly stop
someone from firing a gun) or can’t in-
dividually leap tall buildings in a single
bound (but can come together as a team
to administer help when needed).

These superheroes give up family
time to do their part. They “run in when
others are running out.” They take part
in rigorous trainings and push them-
selves to limits that most of us could

not endure.

The “Honoring First Responders” is
away to say thank you and shine the
spotlight on those who do their best to
make our communities safe and make
all of us feel protected.

— Lois Tomaszewski
Executive Editor
Shoreline Media
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Braden Kronlein inspired to serve his home community

BY SHANNA AVERY line. Another thing is to protect and “Eventually some day I'd like to
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER serve the community and keep ev- work my way up in the department
erybody safe.” and get promoted, maybe do a de-

Alot of times young people who Duty driven, with a passion to tective position or drug team posi-
graduate from college move far help others, Kronlein explained tion or even digital forensics also
from home to try out their new what he likes about his job. sounds super fun. I'd like to stay in
career prospects, but for Luding- “Tlike traffic enforcement a lot, the department but obviously just
ton native Braden Kronlein, home keeping down on speeders espe- kind of work my way up and play
is where the heart is. The 2023 cially around the school. That’s one  around with different things and
Ludington graduate has been a of my favorite things to do.Ienjoy ~ see what Ilike and go from there,”
Ludington Police Officer forayear  the community events as well, get-  Kronlein said about future plans.
and three months now, making a ting to meet and interact with the Kronlein agrees he lives in the
difference right in the community ~ community, because it's good to perfect area for all of his interests
he grew up in. get a positive impact with the com-  when he isn’t on the clock.

From a young age, around the age  munity. In order for us to be here, “I like hunting, fishing, and riding
of 10 or 12, Kronlein knew he want-  the community has to like us and my jet ski around. I just like staying
ed to go into criminal justice, but work with us,” he said. “The thing active outdoors and hanging out
wasn'’t sure yet of an exact field. Ilike about the job is being able to  with my family. I also enjoy going
Then in the last few years he decid-  hold people accountable for their down to Silver Lake Sand Dunes
ed he wanted to be a police officer ~ actions.” and riding side-by-side around. I
and work with the city police right On a typical day, Kronelin is just try to stay active, and have a
in Ludington. He completed the ready to assist in whatever needs to ~ good time. I like to swim and hang
police academy at West Shore Com-  be done, whether it is drug enforce-  out in the water, with friends.”
munity College. ment, speed enforcement, parking Kronlein encourages young peo-

“T've been here my whole life, enforcement or anything else. ple searching for careers to check
I don’t plan on leaving,” he said. The Ludington Police Department  into law enforcement.

“The mainreasonIwanttodolaw  hasbeen a great fit for him. “Law enforcement is a great field
enforcement is number one, to “Tlove it, 100 percent. Idon’t plan  to go into. We need more cops out
hold people accountable for their on leaving. Everybody’s great,” he there,” he said.

actions, you know, keep people in said.

Your Bravery Inspires Us Daily
- Thank You
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Positive Chimney a]
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Life EMS continues to expand services
across West Michigan

STAFF REPORTS

GRAND RAPIDS — Life EMS
Ambulance, a West Michi-
gan-based provider of emer-
gency medical services, has
grown from a small startup
to aregional leader in patient
care and community support
during its more than 40 years
of service.

Founded in 1980 by
Mark Meijer and Ken Mor-
ris, the company covers a
5,000-square-mile area across
10 counties, including Kent,
Ottawa, Ionia, Newaygo, Mason,
Oceana and Muskegon. Life
EMS offers both emergency and
non-emergency medical trans-
portation, including special-

ized services such as bariatric,
long-distance and behavioral
health transports.

In Mason County, Life EMS
operates from its station at
4910 West First Street in Lud-
ington. In Oceana County, sta-
tions are located at 3966 North
Oceana Drive in Hart and at
1616 M-20 in Shelby, the lat-
ter opening in November 2024
as the county’s third dedicat-
ed 911 paramedic response
location. The company also
maintains a service presence in
Muskegon County.

The Shelby station was de-
signed to provide enhanced
coverage for residents in the
eastern part of Oceana Coun-
ty. The Oceana County Board

of Commissioners toured the
facility following their Nov. 14
meeting, guided by Jim Herre-
ma, deputy director of north-
ern operations for Life EMS
Ambulance.

Herrema explained that the
new station does not add am-
bulance crews but redistrib-
utes existing staff to improve
efficiency. Previously, three
tWo-person crews were sta-
tioned between two locations
in the county. With the new fa-

cility, each crew now has a ded-

icated space to operate during
their 24-hour shifts, allowing
for “faster response times,”
Herrema said.

The 940-square-foot station
features a kitchen and dining

Honoring
Heroes:

Responders for
their Community
Dedication

sULFEAGLE SUPPLY

We Salue Our First

925 N. Washington Ave., Ludington
231-843-3235 www.gulfeaglesupply.com

(231) 845-9500

area, a workstation, a relax-
ation space with recliners and a
flat-screen TV, two bedrooms,
and a restroom. An attached
heated garage houses an am-
bulance and is equipped with
laundry facilities. Life EMS
maintains five ambulances in
Oceana County, with three gen-
erally in use and two in reserve,
according to Herrema.

In addition to its core ambu-
lance services, Life EMS oper-
ates wheelchair and mobility
transport, a personal emergen-
cy response system, and on-site
medical coverage for commu-
nity events such as school ath-
letics and festivals. The com-
pany also manages a 24-hour
dispatch center, staffed by

accredited professionals who
coordinate calls and responses
in real time.

Through a program known
as Tandem365, Life EMS has
expanded into community
paramedicine, providing in-
home care and working with
hospitals and healthcare pro-
viders to reduce readmissions.

Education and training re-
main a central part of the
company’s mission. The Life
EMS Education and Innovation
Center offers CPR and first
aid courses, EMT certification,
and continuing education for
healthcare providers.

Life EMS has been recognized
as one of the first ambulance
providers in West Michigan

First Responder

) 4

e

FULL-SERVICE BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

HEYSE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Lakewinds Center West
409 W. Ludington Ave., Suite 205, Ludington
Fax: (231) 845-9505

» “MWarriors-

www.rphcpa.com
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Life EMS Oceana Station

accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation of Ambulance
Services and has also earned
designation as an Accredited
Center of Excellence by the In-

ternational Academies of Emer-

gency Dispatch.
The company has stepped in

to fill service gaps during times
of transition in West Michigan’s
emergency medical network. In
2024, when West Michigan Air
Care ceased its helicopter trans-
port service, Life EMS expanded
its ground capabilities to han-
dle critical patient transfers. It

also increased hiring and train-
ing efforts after Pride Care Am-
bulance ended operations.

Life EMS also offers a Life
Care+ membership program,
which provides households
with a 90 percent discount on
out-of-pocket costs for medical-

ly necessary ambulance trans-
port. Membership also includes

discounts on mobility transpor-

tation and emergency response
systems.

“Our mission is not just to
respond in emergencies, but
to be a partner in health and

L
o

Heroes Among Us:

301 E. Court St,, Ludington, MI 49431-1767
Phone: (231) 845-7900
TTY/TDD711

metirec

Housing

Wlanagement

safety for the communities we
serve,” the company states on
its website.

Life EMS operates with a fleet
of modern vehicles, hundreds
of trained personnel, and an
emphasis on innovation and
community care.

Equal Housing Opportunity
Equal Employment Opportunity

B &=

Keeping our residents feeling safe and secure
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Half of a century
of service:
Pere Marquette
Fire Department
marks 50 years

STAFF REPORTS FOR THE ment and embodies the volun-
PERE MARQUETTE teer spirit that has defined the
agency since its first days.
“We formed when the town-

PERE MARQUETTE ship decided it was time to or-

TOWNSHIP — Fifty years ganize its own fire protection,”
ago, Pere Marquette Township  Kissell said. “From the start,
leaders gathered in a small our focus has been on putting
township hall to form what the community first.”
would become one of Mason
County’s most relied-upon Humble beginnings
emergency response agencies. The department’s earliest airport. Inreturn, the township  sponsibility to the taxpayers before building its current sta-
qolile?t%r}lo%frll 2}1&;, l’g}_lree PDere M?r- ?perations were ?odeg. Their  was asked to supply manpower  of the township, along with the  tion at 1040 S. Pere Marquette

L epart- irst station was housed in a i i » i

ment was officially established,  three-stall garage at the Mason to ope.rate. the unit. /.%t the firs people of the county, boal.rd Highway.
and later that year, volunteers County Airport, and the only organizational meeting, volun- membe.r Wilbur NeISf)n sald,. In 199'7, Pe.re Marque.tte
answered their first call — a way to refill the truck’s water teers elected Henry Rasmus- according to township meeting  Township joined Hamlin Town-
barn fire on South County Line tank was with a garden hose. sen as fire chief, Peter Mars as minutes from 1975. ship and the City of Ludington
Road. . Township records from assistant chief, Dean Lasley as to form the Western Mason
beﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁgg:&%ﬁ:ﬁ%ﬁga ) galfi(‘;}é é%l?esf %{flﬁfivalr\r/llassgglgoun- captain, and Kissell as secre- Growth and new stations County Fire District Authori-
75 years old still serves today urged township leaders to re- tary-treasurer. ' After starting at the airport, ty,a p.artnership that provides
as training officer and first cruit local volunteers and said Board members at the time the department later moved to  coordinated fire coverage,
responder. Kissell has held the county would provide a fire  unanimously supported the a building at Sixth Street and mutual aid, shared equipment
nearly every rank in the depart-  truck and storage space at the idea. “I'believe we’ve got a re- Pere Marquette Highway and centralized maintenance.

2 TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS

THANK YOU

for your unending dedication = www.CallLascko.com

to keeping our communities safe. When You Need Us
We’ll Be There

231-725-2777




SEPTEMBER 2025

A7

O West Michigan

w~CMH

West Michigan Community Mental Health
extends heartfelt gratitude to our local first

responders. Your service is truly invaluable, and we thank

you for all you do.

OUR SERVICES

*Services include, but are not limited to:
. Crisis Services
. Mental Health Treatment
. Substance Use Treatment

CONTACT US

Disabilities

. Youth and Family Care
« Veteran Navigation
« Intellectual & Developmental

The authority is legally distinct
from the three municipalities
but serves all three, according
to the township website.

Service today

The Pere Marquette Fire
Department is now led by
Chief Scott Graczyk. It in-
cludes about 20 volunteer
firefighters, several of whom
are licensed as medical first
responders or emergency med-
ical technicians, according to
township records. In addition
to responding to fires, the
department handles medi-
cal calls, motor vehicle crash-
es and assists neighboring
agencies through mutual aid.
Volunteers also conduct safety

ipate in continuing training.
Recent township board re-

ports illustrate the workload:
- In May 2024, the depart-

ment responded to 47 calls,

education programs and partic-

bringing the total to 160 runs
in the first five months of the
year, compared to 169 during
the same period in 2023, ac-
cording to township board
minutes.

- In April 2025, Chief
Graczyk reported 26 calls that
month and 112 year-to-date,
compared to 115 calls in the
same period of 2024, according
to township records.

These figures show the de-
partment consistently manag-
es 300 to 400 calls per year, a
significant demand for a volun-
teer force.

Majorresponses

The department frequent-
ly assists in traffic accidents
and mutual aid calls across
the county. One recent major
incident came in August 2025,
when firefighters responded

to a fatal motorcycle crash

on South Lakeshore Drive

in Pere Marquette Town-
ship. Emergency crews from
Pere Marquette Township Fire
Department, Ludington Fire
Department, Life EMS and the
Mason County Sheriff’s Office
worked the scene, according to
a sheriff’s office release.

Alegacy of service

From a small garage with a
garden hose to a modern sta-
tion with specialized equip-
ment, the Pere Marquette
Township Fire Department has
grown steadily while staying
true to its mission.

Fifty years on, the depart-
ment remains what it has al-
ways been: neighbors helping
neighbors, volunteers answer-
ing the call, and a community
that values its first responders.

24/7/365
Mobile Crisis

to all our First Responders!

s

FREE Checking | Great Loan Rates
Mobile Banking | Credit Card Reward Points

Preferred
Credit Union

266 N. Jebavy Drive Ludington, Ml 49431

Q. 1-800-992-2061

9 1090 N. Michigan Avenue, Baldwin, Ml
920 Diana Street, Ludington, Ml
105 Lincoln Street, Hart, Ml

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Services

& Www.wmcmhs.org

Your Preferred Financial Partner
PreferredCU.org | 1.800.328.4131

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
Your savings are federally insured to at least $250,000 and backed by the full
faith and credit of the United States Government.
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Pere Marquette Firefighter Larry Gaylord saving a cat.

SUperlor Monument Company

I‘IRST RESPON DERS

We are iorever grateiul ior Your
| I-Ionor : Honoring & Celebrating
A |OurLocal First Responders

Courage
Sacnilce

354 Ottawa St. Muskegon, MI 49442

www.superiormonument.com  231-728-2211
Headstones « Mausoleums « Civic and Veterans Memorials ¢ Bronze Plaques
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CITY OF WHITEHALL
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Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Proud to show our appreciation

Celebrating the extraordinary individuals that make our

community a great place to be.

Tanya Lesinski
CFP’,CEPA’, AAMS’
Financial Advisor

3851 W US Highway 10
Suite 3851

Ludington, M1 49431
231-480-4710

Eric Friese

Financial Advisor
3851 W US Highway 10
Suite 3851

Ludington, MI 49431
231-480-4710
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ank you to our First Responders

for always answering the call

Expert Collision Repair
Lifetime Warranty
Undetectable Color Matching
Rental Cars Available On Site
Free Estimates

Insurance Claims Welcome

Benedgict's
Auto Center

1742 W.US 10, Scottville 231.613.4111
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Pentwater Police Department Balances

Small-Town Charm With Busy

STAFF REPORTS

PENTWATER — In Pentwater, where
the pace of life is measured by the lake
breeze and the arrival of summer vis-
itors, the local police department is
tasked with maintaining order. Chief
Laude Hartrum, 63, has led the Pentwa-
ter Police Department for 15 years after
serving more than two decades with
the Mason County Sheriff’s Office and a
short time in Isabella County. For him,
policing in Pentwater is more than a job
— it’s alifestyle.

Aforceforland and water

The village of about 850 year-round
residents swells to more than 4,500
in the summer, with weekend crowds
sometimes topping 10,000. The influx
brings heavy pedestrian, vehicle and
golf cart traffic to the lakeside commu-
nity.

“Vehicular traffic downtown can get
solid from about 10 a.m. until 9 p.m. in
the summer, with people all looking for
limited parking spots,” Hartrum said.
Festivals, art fairs, car shows and the
Fourth of July celebration draw thou-
sands more.

Hartrum oversees three full-time of-
ficers, four part-time officers and sea-
sonal Public Service Officers — young

in the midwest!!!

{

-

find us on
facebook

3000 Henry St.,
Muskegon

LIAINIGILIO/1]S

®

800-606-7600
733-2528

langloisstore.com

SINCE 1947

recruits who receive training in radio
use, ticket writing and community in-
teraction. These PSOs patrol on foot
and by golf cart, helping visitors with
directions or answering questions while
monitoring parking and traffic.

Pentwater’s golf cart convenience
corridor, approved by the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation, allows reg-
istered carts on most streets with speed
limits below 35 mph. “We even have our
own cart,” Hartrum said.

Marine safety and diving expertise
Pentwater is the only lake in Oceana
County with direct access to Lake Mich-

igan, making marine patrol and water

231-788-3000

1825 S Wolf Lake Rd,
Muskegon, Ml 49442

bulldogdumpstersmi.com

Summers

safety a recurring part of the job. Har-
trum, a certified diver and member of
the Oceana County Sheriff’s Dive Team,
assists with tows, searches and recov-
ery operations when needed. He often
runs his own boat, the Defiant, on days
county marine patrol isn’t on the water.
Documented rescues underscore the
department’s role on and off the water.
Village council records show Hartrum
and Officer Amanda Payne were com-
mended with a Life Saving Award for
aSept. 1, 2021 sailboat capsize rescue
near the south side of the channel. The
resolution passed 7-0 at the Oct. 11,
2021 council meeting, following a resi-
dent’s letter praising the officers’ “hero-

BIG BIG TRIPLE AAA

STORAGE

231-788-1066
1825 S. Wolf Lake Rd,
Muskegon

bigbigtripleaaastorage.com
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ic efforts and response time.”

In another case, Pentwater Police,
Pentwater Fire and EMS responded
when a sunfish-style sailboard over-
turned off the Pentwater pier; the oper-
ator reached shore safely, according to
local reporting.

Pentwater officers have also assisted
in medical saves on land. In March 2023,
arapid response by community mem-
bers, Pentwater Police, Pentwater Res-
cue and Life EMS led to a successful re-
suscitation at a school event; the patient
recovered, according to the report.

Despite heavy seasonal boat traffic,
Hartrum said most marine incidents in-
volve dock bumps rather than open-wa-
ter collisions. “Our boating accidents
are usually more at a dock — they’ll
bang into a dock or another boat,” he
said.

A community-oriented approach

Pentwater Police handle typical small-
town cases: shoplifting, larcenies,
neighbor disputes and the occasional
assault. But Hartrum says the majority

of people who come to Pentwater are
there for relaxation and recreation.

“Folks come here because their fami-
lies have been coming for generations,”
he said. “They don’t come here look-
ing for trouble. They come here to have
their fun, and we’re grateful for that.”

The department partners frequently
with the Oceana County Sheriff’s Office,
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and neighboring fire/rescue
agencies while maintaining a visible
presence in the village.

Whether patrolling downtown streets
or launching a boat into Lake Michi-
gan, Hartrum said the mission remains
the same: to keep Pentwater safe while
preserving its reputation as a peaceful
getaway.

“It’s like a big family here,” he said.
“Everybody knows all the good stuff
and all the bad stuff. We just want peo-
ple to enjoy their time in Pentwater.”

Heroes in Action:

5862 W. US 10, LUDINGTON

Applauding First
Responders’
Remarkable
Commitment

SHERWIN
WILLIAMS.

231.843.2188

www.sherwinwilliams.com

Chief Laude Hartrum at desk.

SAVING LIVES, TOUCHING HEARTS:

GRATITUDE T0 OUR
FIRST RESPONDER HEROES

WASTE
REDUCTION
SYSTENS, LLC
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Call 231-843-9129 today or stop by our
Transfer Station: 5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington
Office: 119 S. Main St., Scottville
wastereductionsystemslic@gmail.com

L\ s N




A12 | SEPTEMBER 2025

Officers Mitchell and Tokarczyk of the Pentwater Police Department were present at the carnival handing out safety information for kids.

Answering The Call-:
o Al AJoste

Always ready
Your Safety —Our #1 Priority to serve the community

Branch Fire Station #25 ¢ Custer Fire Station #23 ¢ Fountain Fire Station #27
Free Soil-Meade Fire Station #28 ¢ Grant Fire Station #37
Riverton Fire Station #26 ¢ Scottville Fire Station #21

Mason Gounty Rural Fire Authority
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Edward Forfinski gets his badge pinned to his uniform by Chief Christopher Jones of the
Ludington Police Department.

WEST SHORE

42 MARKET

850 W. US 10, SCOTTVILLE MI
757-9130

Rapid Response, Lasting Impact:

Local Heroes: A Grateful Salute i
Thank You, First Responders!

to First Responder Excellence

Ludington
Lock
& Key

Serving Ludington,

Manistee, and
Oceana Counties : '
in Michigan

231-843-3754

877-372-1100
502 N. William St. “Security for Your

Ludington, Ml 49431 Peace of Mind’

D PADNOS

PADNOS |.l||] I N GT“ N 843-44399

www.peremarquetterecycling.com 2601 W. US-10, Ludington
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Detective Lieutenant Brandon Mahoney with current Chief Roger
Squires of the Whitehall Police Department.

s

N!QRETE&E FIRST RESPONDERS

GENERAL CONTRACTING
construction ManaGemenT Desion/guio FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

231) 894.8409
8868 Wat(er Stre?st, Montague, MI 49437 WE SALUTE YOUI

www.winbergconstruction.com
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THANK YOU

We want to thank our community heroes
who contribute so much to our
neighborhood. You truly are our everyday
heroes and we would like to offer you a
10% discount every day.

Thank you! From everyone
at Big Apple Bagels®.

( BAGELS.)

Something bi@ is always baking.

LUDINGTON - 5487 W. U.S. Hwy 10, 231-843-9111
bigapplebagels.com

EVERY DAY

o FOR LAW
o ENFORCEMENT AND
FIRE PROFESSIONALS
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‘PEACE IN THEIR CHAOS':
American Red Cross
quick to support victims
of disasters

BY DAVID L. BARBER
SHORELINE MEDIA CORRESPONDENT

Where emergency first responders go,
so goes the American Red Cross (ARC).
Whether it’s to fires, accidents or nat-

ural disasters, the ARC has a long-stand-

ing reputation for having the backs of
area fire fighters, police, EMS personnel
and others who respond so quickly and
professionally to do what they’ve been
trained to do - save lives, save property.

“We’re there, whether it’s an apart-
ment complex catching on fire, or a
family fire, we're out there helping the
first responders - it’s a holistic ap-
proach,” said Tony Gerheiser, executive
director of the West Michigan Chapter
of the American Red Cross. “We’re mak-
ing sure we're helping first responders
in any way that we can, and we’re also
there helping the families find a mo-
ment of peace in their chaos.”

The West Michigan Chapter of the
American Red Cross serves Mason,
Oceana, Lake, Osceola, Newaygo, Mecos-
ta, Muskegon, Montcalm, Ottawa, Kent,
Ionia and Barry counties.

“It’s been a busy year in Mason Coun-
ty, that’s been a high-activity area, that’s
alot,” said Gerheiser. “Just looking at
this year we've responded to 22 ‘events’
- it could be home fires, it could be
flooding, it could be wind damage, it

could be all kinds of different things.
And if we look at the beginning this year
we're looking at a total of 259 events (in
our chapter area) ... about 300 families
who have been helped by the Red Cross.

“When you have a home fire and
you'’re there in your pajamas - you
might be out there with no cell phone,
no wallet, no identification - the Red
Cross will be there to provide financial
assistance, spiritual care, mental health
support, help for those who need their
medications, CPAP machines and dif-
ferent things like that ... we’ll be there,
right along with (the first responders) to
help provide that family with care and
comfort that they really need.

“In Mason County, a lot of the work
is done through the generosity of our
donors donating to make it happen, but
also volunteers who provide that disas-
ter relief and all the work associated
with it who make sure their community
is taken care of,” he said.

According to the West Michigan
Chapter home website, “... we aspire to
turn compassion into action so that all
people affected by disaster across the
chapter receive care, shelter and hope;
our communities have access to safe,
lifesaving blood and blood products;
all members of our armed services and
their families find support and comfort
wherever needed; and in an emergen-
cy, there are always trained individuals
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nearby, ready to use their Red Cross
skills to save lives.”

Gerheiser became executive direc-
tor of the West Michigan Chapter two
years ago. He joined the Red Cross in
2015 as a specialist in the Service to the
Armed Forces program. Before joining
the Red Cross, he was a squad leader for
the Michigan Army National Guard and
served in Afghanistan, Germany and
Poland. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in public health from Central Michigan
University.

“Any time we work in collaboration
with our first responders it becomes
really a team effort,” said Gerheiser. “We
try to work closely with our FEMA part-
ners as well to make sure we’re all there
to provide the support effort that is nec-
essary because first and foremost, first
responders are (concentrating) on those
who might need to be rescued from a
home (fire), or if they’re responding to a
natural disaster - they’re more focused
on getting people out and getting peo-
ple safe.

231-873-2540
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www.hometownpharmacy.com
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SHELBY: 178 Michigan Ave.
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“The Red Cross wants to engage with
them in a meaningful way that might only
be, ‘hey, here’s some coffee’ who we might
be canteening for those first responders
And we collaborate even further when you
talk about preparedness programs ... en-
gaging with our fire campaign ... engaging
youth to some capacity, and engaging our
community to make them better prepared
so that way if there is a disaster, or whatev-
er the circumstance might be to keep our
community prepared.”

“The red cross is called in if we need to
relocate people from a fire, when they can’t
go back into their house,” said Captain
Gary Walton of the Ludington Fire Depart-
ment, “and that does happen.

“There’s a ladies auxiliary out of Foun-
tain that will come in when we need them
to get us water, sandwiches or other items
(if we're on site for a long time), and we
have our own ladies who do the same
thing.

“But mainly, the Red Cross is there to
help the people who have been dislocated
from their homes.” Photo courtesy of The Red Cross
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