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‘PAINTING IS LIKE
   MEDITATION’ — Pentwater artist 

Cheri Petri
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FOR INFORMATION ON SALES CALL
OR TEXT DENNIS AT 616-498-9768

www.parknstorellc.com

Toy Box Storage Suites
2440 N. 64th Ave., Hart, MI
7 units available (25’x50’)

Where are your Boats, 
Cars, R.V.’s, and Dune

Buggies living this winter?

Toys-N-More Storage
3455 W. Monroe,  Hart, MI
30’x50’ - 3 units available
25’x50’ - 6 units available

Under Construction  - More Units ComingUnder Construction  - More Units Coming

Park-N-Store Condominiums
3618 W. Monroe Rd., Hart, MI
20 - 30’x50’

(1,500 sq. ft.) units

TOYS-
N-MORE

STORAGE

 

Produced by the Bass Lake Property Owners Associa-
tion (BLPOA), the book’s collection of narratives and 
photos tell how the Bass Lake community evolved. 

Once stripped of its majestic pine forests by the 1800s 
logging industry, the Bass Lake area was reimagined 
in the 1880s by prominent Pentwater residents as a 
tranquil lakeside haven. Since then, it has remained a 
cherished seasonal destination for generations of fami-
lies and friends. 

While focused on Bass Lake, the book’s themes are the 
same for many inland lake communities across Michigan, 
sharing similar stories of logging-era origins, generational 
cottages, and the enduring pull of summer traditions.

“This Is Bass Lake: A Destination for Generations is the 
culmination of a four-year endeavor by the BLPOA to tell 
our lake’s story. The six history committee members com-
piled personal accounts from Bass Lake families, memoirs, 
photos, articles, and memorabilia from sources spanning 
six generations,” said Dan James, BLPOA president. “The 
result is a comprehensive look into Bass Lake’s storied 
past, and a book that eloquently captures the rich history 
of this remarkable west Michigan ‘hidden gem.’ Our hope 
is that people will enjoy reading about the beautiful sur-
roundings and long-standing traditions of Bass Lake.”

Copies of This Is Bass Lake: A Destination for Genera-
tions are available locally at the Pentwater Historical Soci-
ety, Mason County Historical Society, and Oceana County 
Historical & Genealogical Society, as well as several retail 
locations. The book may also be purchased at Amazon.
com. Bookstores can find it at IngramSpark.com.

The Michigan-based publisher for This Is Bass Lake: A 
Destination for Generations is Mission Point Press out of 
Traverse City and Detroit. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE BOOK CONTACT PAM 
CHAPMAN – PKCHAPMAN30@GMAIL.COM OR WENDY JONKERS – 
WWJONKERS@GMAIL.COM 

BOOK CHRONICLES 
BASS LAKE HISTORY

The book’s cover shows an early 
1930s oil painting of Bass Lake. 

The artist is Neva J. Gilbert Chap-
man, whose family first came to 

Bass Lake in the 1890s. She paint-
ed her son, Ted, standing on the 

family dock. Generations later, 
her family continues to enjoy the 

Bass Lake community. 

A Destination for Generations

BY PAM CHAPMAN
BASS LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 Local history enthusiasts and 
those who appreciate stories 
of a simpler time will enjoy a 
new Michigan book called This 
Is Bass Lake: A Destination for 
Generations. Through historical 
storytelling, the book details 
Bass Lake’s 140-year legacy as 
a summer retreat located in 
southern Mason County. 
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BY CRISTINA JUSKA
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

It’s a bona fide fall tradition in Pentwater, taking place 
every fourth weekend in September for 35 years now – the 
Fall Festival returns to the Village Green, Sept. 27 and 28. 

Be sure to wear your walking shoes, because this year, the 
festival will feature more than 100 booths filled with crafts-
people, artists, and antique dealers! Both new vendors and 
returning favorites will be there, showcasing their unique 
and handmade wares, including:

FallFall
FestivalFestival

• Furniture
• Fall décor 
• Pottery
• Hand-woven accessories
• Carved wood creations

• Jewelry
• Glass art
• Sculptures 
• Photography
• Paintings and more!

35th
annual

arts, crafts and antiques show
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Shoppers will find one-of-a-kind trea-
sures around every corner, and it’s never 
too early to start holiday shopping.

All of this shopping and strolling the 
Village Green might make you hungry and 
thirsty, so refreshments and food will be 
available during the two-day event. The 
Pentwater Service Club will be onsite with 
their traditional Duncan Wagon featuring 
hot dogs, brats and more. The Pentwater 
Fire Department returns with their BBQ 
meals. 

The Chamber of Commerce reminds 
everyone that, in addition to your time at 
the Fall Festival, make sure to visit Pent-
water’s distinctive downtown shops and 
have dinner at one of the great restau-
rants in town. And, don’t forget a sweet 
treat from one of the local ice cream 
shops.

Don’t miss out on this special Fall Fes-
tival weekend in Pentwater, Sept. 27 and 
28. The hours are Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Village Green is located at 231 S. Han-
cock St., Pentwater. For more information 
please visit www.pentwater.org.

ANCHORING OUR
COMMUNITY SINCE 1986

coldwellbankeranchor.com

Scan Here 
to View 

Properties

Ph: 231.869.5055
cbare_hart@yahoo.com
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‘PAINTING IS LIKE
MEDITATION’

Cheri Petri’s work station

Close up of highlighting a painting

Pentwater artist Cheri Petri helps 	
	 to bring out the talents in others

BY DAVID L. BARBER
Time and time again, artist Cheri 

Petri turned “the moment” into a 
masterpiece, her intricate paintings 
becoming playful, artful expressions 
of youth.

“I was always drawing (as a young 
girl), all the time,” said the Pentwater 
resident, business owner and artist. 
“I always liked to draw people. Well, 

I naturally got into painting children 
– I like that – I enjoy their innocence, 
especially when they’re at the beach 
where they’re so engaged in what 
they’re doing.

“When I did that – which I don’t do 
any more – I would take hundreds 
of photos to catch ‘the moment,’ the 
right moment, and now the children 
that I painted are having children of 

their own.”
Owner of Petri Gallery in Pentwa-

ter, Cheri no longer paints children, 
or any other people, because she said 
she can no longer “do it to my stan-
dards.” Rather, she concentrates her 
brush and easel efforts on other types 
of art.

“I’m having a lot of fun doing all 
kinds of other things – abstracts, for 

photos by JEANNE BARBER
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example, I like doing abstracts,” she 
said. “I just like to play around – I call 
it ‘playing’ – so nowadays I ‘play’ and 
whatever happens, happens. And if 
people like it, that’s wonderful, and if 
I like it, that’s wonderful. The children 
that I painted were done in pastel, but I 
do acrylic (now), and some oils.

“Painting is like meditation,” she said. 
“I love all kinds of artwork, and I love 
other people’s work, too. We have the 
works of other people here – pottery and 
jewelry, things like that.”

With longtime friend and fellow artist 
Cedar Kindy also working in the gallery, 
Cheri said she enjoys talking with other 

up and coming artists – young and old – 
and learning about what inspires them.

Cheri and her husband, Hugh Larsen, 
have made Pentwater their home for 
years and he, too, shares her love for 
art. Her first husband, Bert Petri, who 
passed away about 16 years ago, also 
shared her love for art and he, too, was 
an accomplished artist.

“When we lived out in the country, I 
always said if we do a gallery, I want it 
to be in Pentwater because Pentwater 
felt like home, and it still does – I love 
it,” she said. “It’s just a wonderful little 
town, with wonderful people.”

Petri Gallery is located at 42 S 2nd 

Street, just across the street from the 
Village Green in Pentwater. It can be 
reached at (231) 869-5008; petrigallery-
pentwater@gmail.com; or at petrigal-
lery.com

Cheri taught painting in her gallery 
for years, and her paintings have been 
shown and shared worldwide, includ-
ing her favorite: children playing on the 
beach.

“There was something special about 
painting children, like I said, something 
innocent,” she said, “and I always liked 
that. Their families liked the paint-
ings, too, and that always made me feel 
good.”

Owner Cheri Petri shows off her painting of boy at beach

Owner Cheri Petri outside her Pentwater gallery
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WWW.CBGREATLAKES.COM

2332 N COMFORT DRIVE  |  HART, MI 49420 
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY  OWNED AND OPERATED.

231.873.5600

Brad Clark   |   Mindie VanBoxel   |   Sue Payne  |  Brie Lorenz   |   Michelle Hanks

8282 W HARRISON RD, MEARS, MI 49436

5 BEDS  |  5.5 BATHS  |  5,118 SQ FT  | 20 ACRES
687 FT OF LAKE MICHIGAN FRONTAGE

LISTED AT $5,800,000

168 CREEK DR, HART, MI 49420

2 BEDS |  2 BATHS  |  1,234 SQ FT
CONDO - LISTED AT $299,900

9367 N LORRAINE DR, PENTWATER, MI 49459

3 BEDS  |  2 BATHS  |  1,757 SQ FT
LAKE MICHIGAN WATER ACCESS

LISTED AT $629,000

1963 S GLEN RD, SHELBY, MI 49455

5 BEDS  |  5.5 BATHS  |  4,628 SQ FT
110 FT OF LAKE MICHIGAN FRONTAGE 

LISTED AT $2,695,000

THE
Pentwater Historical Society Museum

85 S. Rutledge  •  www.pentwaterhistoricalsociety.org • phstours@pentwaterhistoricalsociety.org

We’re open June through October,
Tuesday-Fridays 1-4 p.m.

Saturdays 1-4 p.m.

Voted the “Best Thing”
to do on a Rainy Day...

PENTWATER…Is todays Destination…but It was once a Journey
For more than 170 years, our Village has been a Jewel of Michigan’s western shore. It was … was with risk, determination and vision…our virgin forests 
became Chicago’s skyline, our river branches became passageways and the “Big Lake” was the only way. It’s where the workers became settlers and 
their families built our community. It’s when Pentwater’s booming economy 
offered hope… and with hard work…success. Early on, it was an investment for 
some, work for many, home to those who stayed and vacation for the wealthy 
whose hearts never left. It remains a paradise to all who have walked her 
streets, set foot on her shores or sailed in her waters.

The Museum volunteers have worked hard this past year acquiring grant 
money to have a professional assist us in compiling an outstanding historical 
display of those who have come to our village over the years called, “Journeys 
to Pentwater.” a compilation of historical stories … retold combining, written 
word, voice and photography and then viewed using the latest addition to our 
museum … Touch Screen Technology.
Please come and see this outstanding interactive display of Pentwater History…
Learn about our Village, its residents over the years…and our Museum … as these 
stories are conveniently retold by modern invention.

So we invite you to come visit…to view…this exceptional display…at our Pentwater 
Historical Museum. So yes, please come to see our newest Museum Exhibit.

Owner Cheri Petri highlighting a painting



16 - PTW - SEPTEMBER 2025 SEPTEMBER 2025   - PTW - 17

BY DAVID L. BARBER
PTW COLUMNIST

A silver-haired couple, bent and cau-
tious with their steps, walked slowly out 
of the restaurant.

“Have a good day,” one of the servers 
yelled as they left, a friendly salutation 
that workers there shout out whenever 
someone leaves their dining area.

“Happy Trails,” the silver-haired fella’ 
with a pencil mustache shouted without 
looking back, instead focusing his atten-
tion on holding the frail arm of his com-
panion, and protecting her balance.

“Happy trails!” I hadn’t heard that gen-
tle greeting in I don’t know how long – a 
lifetime, for sure.

As I watched them leave the gentle man 
– he was gentle and kind and the reflec-
tion of all that is good about life – opened 
the door to their car and then steadied 
his wife as she slid into her seat, I knew, 
I just knew, that all is well in our “Happy 
Trails” world, even if the current climate 
doesn’t seem like it.

A few minutes later, when my friends 
showed up to share breakfast with me 
– we do that once a week – I told them 
about what the old fella’ had said: “Hap-
py trails.”

Bob smiled. Stan smiled and nodded 
his head. Ted laughed and said, “ … ah-h-
h, Roy Rogers.” Oh yeah, just as it is for 
the kindly, silver-haired man, the four of 
us are of that generation, too.

For those who don’t know, Roy Rogers 
– co-founder of the Sons of the Pioneers 
and long hailed as The King of the Cow-
boys – was an American singer, actor, 
television host and rodeo performer of 
another generation – my generation – 
and his legendary 1951-57 TV show that 
bore his name featured such sidekicks as 
Pat Brady, Andy Devine, George “Gabby” 
Hayes and Smiley Burnette.

As one of the original singing cowboys 
of the mid 20th century, Rogers twice 
was inducted into the Country Music Hall 
of Fame and his signature song that he 
sang with his wife, Dale Evans – “Happy 
Trails” – became a massive hit that is still 
remembered today as the kindly man at 
the restaurant weighed testament to.

Rogers, by the way, has been honored 
with not one, not two, but three stars 
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame: one for 
Motion Pictures at 1752 Vine Street, a 
second for Television at 1620 Vine Street, 
and third for Radio at 1733 Vine Street.

But as I sit here, a few weeks after 
watching the silver-haired couple walk 
arm-in-arm from the restaurant, I can’t 
get The King of the Cowboys tune out of 
my head – it just keeps churning inside 
me over and over and over.

I even dreamed about “Happy Trails” 
last night and recently, as I sat at the 
beach watching the gulls stretch their 
wings, I hummed “Happy Trails.” And as 
I write this column about living through 
an age of “Happy Trails,” I appreciate my 
childhood, all the more.

I appreciate the life I’ve lived, a life 
carved out with “Happy Trails” more of-
ten than not being blockaded with ruts 
and disappointments, though I’ve had 
my share of the latter.

And I’m thankful for having crossed 
paths with the silver-haired couple not so 
long ago – I had never seen them before, 
and I haven’t seen them since – if we ever 
cross paths again (trails, really), I want 
to approach them and tell the fella’ how 
I’ll forever remember what he said that 
morning: “Happy Trails.”

But I gotta’ be honest, I’m also hoping 
that between now and then – if “then” 
ever happens – I’m hoping that tune will 
fade from my memory.

Until then, may I share it with you: 
“Happy trails to you, until we meet again; 
happy trails to you, keep smilin’ until 
then; who cares about the clouds when 
we’re together; just sing a song and bring 
the sunny weather.”

Editor’s note: David L. Barber is a retired journalist living in 
Manistee. He will provide occasional feature stories and columns 
for various Shoreline Media publications, including the Ludington 
Daily News, Oceana Herald-Journal, LakeStyle Magazine and PTW 
Magazine. He can be reached at dlbarber1006@gmail.com

Happy memory rekindled
in most unexpected way
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THE MONARCH 
WILL SOON
TAKE FLIGHT

From caterpillar to butterfly, the Monarchy 
once again reigned supreme all across the 
Lake Michigan shoreline the past several 
months, from peaceful hamlets such as Pent-
water, to neighboring communities like Lud-
ington, Manistee, Shelby and so many more. 
Colorful, delicate and always fun to photo-
graph, these wonders of nature will soon 
leave the area and return to their winter home 
in Mexico, a daytime-only flight that will take 
them several weeks. The final generation of 
monarchs born in this region – known as the 
“Methuselah generation” – hatches right about 
this time of the year and this will be the gen-
eration that will keep future generations com-
ing back, springtime after springtime. Many 
monarchs follow the Lake Michigan shoreline 
south, a natural corridor that provides both 
direction and access to nectar-rich habitats. 
Monarchs rely heavily on these energy sources 
to build up fat reserves before beginning 
their long journey. Native fall-blooming plants 
– such as swamp milkweed, butterfly weed, 
black-eyed Susan, New England aster, and 
wild bergamot – are key nectar sources for the 
butterflies during this critical period.  
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LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR.
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

PENTWATER - Summer is almost 
over and the tourist season for 2025 is 
winding down, but there are still plenty 
of things to do in the Pentwater area 
during the fall.

Especially during September.
According to Pentwater resident Bev 

Weber, “You know, there’s great hiking 
trails around here.”

“The Painted Frog still has classes,” 
Weber said. “The Pentwater Artisan 
Center is really busy with anything you 
want to make.”

Weber also said that there are several 
places she likes to eat out at, such as 
The Brown Bear and the Clutch (Food 
Shop).”

“Kayaking is still good in the fall,” 
Weber said. “Some good rivers-You 
know, there’s the Pentwater River, the 
Pere Marquette River.”

These, and so much more, awaits the 
resident or the visitor who is willing to 
take the trip to Pentwater during the 
fall.

One tourist who likes to visit during 
the fall is John Blatchford, of Peters-
burg, in southeast Michigan.

“The fall’s nice because there’s less 
people and you get a different vibe in 
Pentwater,” Blatchford said.

“It’s more laid back, it’s more sub-
dued,” Blatchford said. “It’s more of 
what it started out to be, I would say.”

Blatchfore then talked about some of 
the things he likes to do when he visits 
Pentwater in the fall.

Enjoy the
end-of-summer,
beginning of fall

Keg throwing at the Steinfest 
at the Golden Sands Golf Club. 
There is also the Red, White 
& Blue golf scramble, both of 
which take place September 27.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALICIA KOLENDA, 
GOLDEN SANDS GOLF COURSE

Still vibing  
in  September
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“Looking at the leaves; looking at the 
changing colors,” Blatchford said.

In addition, Blatchford said, “It’s nice 
to sit down by the water even in the fall; 
go to the beach.”

He was accompanied by his son, Brett 
Blatchford, who relocated to Phoenix, 
Arizona and this was the first time back 
in the Pentwater area for the first time in 
four years, John said.

One of the things people can enjoy in 
the area is golf, and the Golden Sands 
Golf Course just south of Pentwater is 
one place people can continue to play 
during the fall.

PHOTO COURTESY OF  EVA GREGWER, PENTWATER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
One can find carrots like these during Harvest Day, the last day that the Farmer’s Market 
is open. This year’s event takes place September 25 at the Village Green on 327 South 
Hancock Street.

Opposite page: A food vendor sells at the 
Pentwater on Harvest Day, the last day 
the Farmer’s Market is open. This year it 
will take place September 25 at the Village 
Green on 327 South Hancock Street.

PHOTO COURTESY OF  
EVA GREGWER, PENTWATER 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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“The Red, White & Blue golf scramble 
is their biggest event. The Red, White 
and Blue golf scramble is a two-person 
golf event that has been going on since 
1999,” one of the owners of the golf 
course, Alicia Kolenda said.

Both the golf scramble and the Stein-
fest are on Sept. 27.

Kolenda also said that playing in the 
event also allows people to be in the 
Steinfest, an end of the year party fol-
lowing the golf.

“It’s a keg throwing, stein hoisting 
kinda day!” Kolenda said.

According to her, anyone can come 
to the Steinfest events, which start at 4 

p.m, but participants in the Red, White 
& Blue event need to have prior signup.

Kolenda asks that people text her at 
(231) 425-0844 to sign up for your tee 
time.

According to Eva Gregwer of the 
Pentwater Chamber of Commerce, they 
are also hosting fall events that people 
can enjoy, 

The Farmer’s Market continues on 
the first four Thursdays of the month 
of September, which will end on Har-
vest Day, Sept. 25. Found at the Pentwa-
ter Village Green at 327 South Hancock 
Street. The Farmers Market hours are 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HECTOR “MANNY” VALDEZ, UNIT SUPERVISOR, CHARLES MEARS & W.F.M. HART-MONTAGUE STATE PARKS

These lighted stairs are part of the Mears Lighted Trail at Mears State Park. The event this year takes place on September 12-13.

LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR. | SHORELINE MEDIA PHOTO

Pentwater resident Bev Weber, who enjoys activities in the fall.

The Chamber also hosts the Fall Festi-
val Arts, Crafts and Antiques event Sept. 
27-28, 

And the Pentwater Public Schools fall 
sports season starts up in August, and 
boys and girls co-ed cross country, girls 
volleyball and boys soccer are the sports 
being played. The season runs through 
the fall.

One of the boys basketball play-
ers from last season who offered his 
thoughts on favorite fall things to do 
was Jonny Arnouts.

“When it’s perfect weather, I like to 
go get some shots up at the courts, play 
some hoops.”

His preferred place for hoops is North 
End Park on North Hancock Street.

“Honestly, it’s a nice time for the 
beach, like early fall; the water is still 
nice, but the air is about the same tem-
perature as the water,” Arnouts said. He 
also said he likes to jump in the water as 
well as going fishing.

Arnouts is going to college this fall at 
Northwestern Michigan Community Col-
lege in Traverse City, saying he’ll concen-
trate on schoolwork.

Old traditions &Old traditions &
new directionsnew directions

5582 Madison Road, Pentwater, MI 49449 • (231) 869-6411 • Patterson-marine.com

CLEAN SELF STORAGE, VERY CLOSE TO TOWN
A few storage units are now available!

• Indoor and outdoor boat storage
• Decades of sailing and boat repair experience
• Boat moorings
• 3D printing and CNC routing
• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems
• & More

DISCOVER THE MAGIC OF PENTWATER

FARMERS MARKET
SEPTEMBER - THURSDAYS 10AM-1PM

HARVEST DAY - SEPTEMBER 25TH

FALL FEST - SEPTEMBER 27  & 28TH TH

ARTS, CRAFTS, & ANTIQUES

PENTWATER.ORG

OKTOBERFEST - OCTOBER 11TH

CAR SHOW - STOUT STUMBLE 5K
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STAFF REPORTS

PENTWATER — The Pentwater Lake As-
sociation (PLA) is crediting community 
action for recent gains in water quality 
monitoring, shoreline restoration, and 
channel maintenance — with multiple 
projects continuing into the fall and slat-
ed for 2026.

In the organization’s August newslet-
ter, PLA President Patrick Hooyman said 
the association’s long-standing volunteer 
water testing program played a direct 
role in prompting state action this sum-
mer. The Michigan Department of Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 
conducted a five-week E. coli study in the 
lake’s tributaries after years of elevated 
readings in the Village Creek and the 
North and South branches of the Pentwa-
ter River.

The PLA’s Water Quality Committee 

also expanded its own testing to include 
four additional upstream locations near 
the wastewater treatment plant. Volun-
teers also gathered dissolved oxygen and 
temperature profiles twice a month at the 
lake’s deepest point — data that guided 
responses to seasonal low-oxygen condi-
tions, which contributed to a sheepshead 
fish die-off in late July and early August.

Shoreline and Habitat Work
(Verified from official Village Council 
records, June 19, 2025)

 The Pentwater Lake Improvement 
Board (PLIB) advanced two shoreline 
improvement projects this summer with 
support from the Village Council — one 
at the Village Boat Launch and another at 
the 4th Street road end.

At the Village Boat Launch, the Junior 
Sailing Program partnered with the PLIB 

to remove an unsafe deck, relocate it 
farther north onto the grass where it 
will not impede parking, and natural-
ize the shoreline. Renovations are being 
funded by the PLIB and the Junior Sailing 
Program, with the Village Department of 
Public Works providing an in-kind con-
tribution of labor and equipment.

At the 4th Street road end, the PLIB 
plans to move existing shoreline rocks 
into the water to form a natural buf-
fer in front of the concrete seawall. 
The vacated areas will be transformed 
into rain gardens, and benches may be 
added in the future to make the site 
more inviting. The project’s goals are 
to improve the shoreline’s ecological 
health and enhance the appearance of 
an underused public space. Spinnaker 
Condominiums has pledged $15,000 to 
cover the costs.

Invasive species control continued 

Pentwater Lake Association advancing water 
quality projects, harbor plans and shoreline work 

over the summer and continuing into the fall
through late summer, with mechani-
cal harvesting of starry stonewort 
and curly leaf pondweed. A map of 
targeted areas was posted on the 
PLIB website, and riparian owners 
were encouraged to either move 
boats for harvester access or borrow 
PLA-owned tools to remove invasive 
plants within 100 feet of shore.

The PLIB is also promoting the 
addition of large wood structures 
to the lake — an ecosystem feature 
largely absent in Pentwater Lake — 
to enhance aquatic habitat, reduce 
wave energy, and improve shoreline 
health. The Shoreline Manager will 
handle permitting, with installations 
expected to begin in 2026.

Harbor Maintenance 
and 2026 Dredge

 A long-term push to maintain the 
channel between Pentwater Lake and 
Lake Michigan secured a major fed-
eral investment earlier this year. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will al-
locate $2.2 million in 2026 for dredg-

ing, operations, and maintenance — 
the largest funding commitment for 
the harbor in years.

While dredging did not occur in 
2025 due to permit delays, mid-July 
soundings reported a 9-foot depth 
on the south side of the channel 
entrance, allowing safe passage for 
boaters this season. The Protect 
Pentwater Harbor Committee, work-
ing with the Township and Village, 
is developing a long-term plan to en-
sure navigation even in years when 
federal funding is not available.

Community Recognition
The PLA joined the Pentwater Ser-

vice Club in honoring the late Bart 
Zachrich as the 2025 Citizen of the 
Year. Zachrich, who died in January, 
was recognized for his leadership 
and volunteerism in the Service Club, 
Centenary United Methodist Church, 
and Pentwater Historical Society. His 
family will participate in October’s 
special Yacht Club dinner honoring 
his contributions.
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Upcoming Fall 2025  
Community Events
  Sept. 12: Glow in the Park 

Luminous Trail – Mears State 
Park at dusk

  Sept. 25: Harvest Day – 
Pentwater Farmers Market, 10 
a.m.–1 p.m.

  Sept. 27–28: Fall Festival 
Arts, Crafts & Antique Fair – Vil-
lage Green

  Sept. 27–28: Fall Cemetery 
Tours – “Maritime Memories” at 
Pentwater Township Cemetery

  Oct. 4–5: Fall Volunteer 
Weekend – Mears State Park, 9 
a.m.

  Oct. 11: Oktoberfest – 
Classic Car and Hot Rod Show, 
Stout Stumble 5K, live music, 
yard games, and COVE Home 
Tour

  Oct. 25: Halloween Spook-
tacular – Village Green costume 
contest, scavenger hunt, and 
downtown trick-or-treating

  Oct. 31: Traditional Village 
Trick-or-Treating

For more information, visit 
www.pentwaterlakeassociation.
com.
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We are your
local culinary

Grocer...
offering quality

and service!

Fresh Fruits & Veggies
from our Local Farmers

1000 Wines to
choose from!

(Sommelier on staff)

3750 W. Polk Rd., Hart, MI  231-873-2826
OPEN 7 DAYS

Try our famous
homemade

asparagus, sweet 
onion & cheddar

cheese Brats!

Culinary Grocer!Your

Now offering grocery shopping
and delivery by

Serving ALL of Oceana County
Hart, Hesperia, Mears, New Era, Pentwater,

Rothbury, Shelby, Silver Lake, Stone Lake & Walkerville

*Subject to change via Instacart terms & conditions

OFFERING FREE DELIVERY
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS*

Download the instacart
app and select

Hansen Foods today!

Shop for groceries at the beach, at your cottage or campsite

Our products taste unique because
we take the time to capture the true

tastes of West Michigan fruits.

We use heirloom recipes,
passed down through the family.

Only the finest ingredients are used,
no artificial flavors or sweeteners or

chemical preservatives. From the farmers’
fields and orchards to our kitchen to you.

W

Find us on facebook:
www.facebook.com/Lois.jamlady

5075 W. Meisenheimer Rd., Ludington, MI

Jams, Jellies & Condiments
Locally grown fruit & produce prepared

in limited quantities. Only in season!
OFF-ROADOFF-ROAD
VEHICLEVEHICLE

RENTALS!RENTALS!
Explore the Silver Lake Sand Dunes with

us and enjoy the views of Lake Michigan!

JOIN US FOR JOIN US FOR 
OUR GUIDED OUR GUIDED 

SUNSETSUNSET
TOURSTOURS

Register by 6 pm the day of your tourRegister by 6 pm the day of your tour
231-923-2455231-923-2455

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears, MI 49436 |  silverbackoffroad.com

TOTAL EXCAVATING SERVICES
LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PO Box 413 • 8770 N. Oceana Dr., Pentwater

FREE ESTIMATES!  Visit MichiganDiggers.com

231-869-5928  •  FAX 869 - 4620

Shoreline Protection • Excavating • Helicoil Installation
Gravel & Sand • Dozer & Loader • Land Clearing

Basement Excavating

Ken AdAms & sonsKen AdAms & sons
EXCAVATINGEXCAVATING

PRIVATE LAKE MICHIGAN FRONTAGE
MONTGOMERY AVE - “SUNSET BEACH”

• 200 Feet of 
 Private Frontage
• Multiple
 Building Sites
• Approx 1.2 Acres
• Additional 10.3
 Acres Available
 for $350,000

Monica Owens
Your hometown Realtor

PentwaterMonica@gmail.com
PentwaterProperties.com
#1 COLDWELL BANKER AGENT 
IN MICHIGAN FOR 2024
(BY VOLUME)

C: 231-750-2393
O: 231-873-3400

Local Support Event for Veterans
Every 3rd Thursday - 11am

Murphy’s Tavern

231-869-5294
8848 N. 80th Ave.
Pentwater, MI

Burger from Brown Cattle Company
Live Music - DJ Bingo - Karaoke

Taco Tuesday - Thirsty Thursday
Bumper Pool league

Great Atmosphere for a Great Time

Open
Daily

Our school of choice 
window is now open; we are 

accepting applications for the 
2025-2026 school year; you 
can access the application 
on our website or stop in to 

our office to complete an 
application today!

 WWW.PENTWATERSCHOOLS.NET

“Where Everybody is Somebody”

LARRY LAUNSTEIN JR. | SHORELINE MEDIA PHOTO
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Mears Service Center 

specializes in full-service 

auto repair. Since 1988, 

Mears Service Center has 

provided the residents of  

Mears, and the surrounding 

area with extraordinary 

auto repair services. Give 

us a call, or schedule an 

appointment online today!

SUPERIOR AUTO SERVICES
Mears Service Center provides exceptional auto repair services like 
Auto Repair, Tire and Alignment Service, and more. We take great 
pride in doing quality work and standing behind the work we do.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
Our auto repair shop in Mears is capable of  servicing all makes and 
models. We only do the work that is needed to fix your problem. Oil 
changes to Overhauls! We do it all including dealer level diagnostics.

EVERY JOB IS PERSONAL
For reliable, quality, expert automotive repair and personal, friendly 
customer service, look no further than Mears Service Center.

DIGITAL WORKFLOW
We have invested in the latest auto repair tools and diagnostic 
software that is specially tailored for the software in your vehicle.

FLEET SERVICES AT MEARS SERVICE CENTER
Complete Diesel Repair

7282 W Fox Rd, Mears, MI 49436 | (231) 873-4638 | www.mearsservicecenter.com

They TrusT 
us, you 

should Too!

LOIS TOMASZEWSKI | SHORELINE MEDIA
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WE MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE

LET’S FIND YOUR WATERFRONT HOME TOGETHER!

Missy Lord
Broker | Team Leader ♥
Missy Lord Homes       missylordhomes@gmail.com
Helping you find homes in Pentwater, Ludington & beyond

Call or text Missy Lord at

(517) 204-6279

12775 Escanaba Dr. #1, DeWitt, MI 48820

www.MissyLord.com

876 BEACH PENTWATER
Lake Michigan Beachfront
Newer Custom Built Home!

$1,450,000

SOLDSOLD


