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EXTRAORDINARY
WEDDINGS

DON'T JUST HAPPEN,
THEY ARE STAGED.

Regional Center for the Arts

@O0 RAMSDELLTHEATER.ORG
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Ask us about our upcoming Bridal & Wedding
discounts and get the ring she really wants.

SANB ORN’S sanbornsjewelers.com
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ON THE COVER: Tim and Susan (Brown) Graskewicz enjoy
a laugh at their Ludington Wedding on July 8, 2023. Photo
courtesy Photography by Sue Brown
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® GIA Graduate Gemologist and Appraiser
® Jewelry repair and restoration expert

® Redesign and Custom Jeweler on site

® Finely crafted heirloom quality jewelry
in gold and platinum

® Flexible Private appointment scheduling
® Showroom open April - December

OPEN: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 11AM to 6PM
103 W. Loomis Street, Ludington, M| 49431

231-425-9300




Picture perfect wedding day photography

Few things document weddings more
effectively than photographs. Carefully
curated wedding albums and portraits
hung on walls serve as daily reminders of
a couple’s special day.

Photography is often left in the very
qualified hands of professional photog-
raphers. However, couples can pitch in to
make their photos really pop. These pic-
ture pointers from industry insiders can
help couples put their best smile forward.

LEAVE AMPLETIME

A carefully orchestrated timeline can
ensure photos are the best they can be.
Why? Because a couple who is relaxed
and not overwhelmed will notice that at-
titude translates to their photographs.
When planning wedding timelines, cou-
ples should leave ample opportunities for
getting dressed, chatting with the wed-
ding party and going through various
photography settings to grab great pho-
tos, advise the experts at Martha Stewart.

PUTTOGETHER ASHORTLIST
The photographer will have his or her

Photography by Sue Brown
Master Photographer pREA WP

ideas of which shots to cover, but a cou-
ple with specific goals in mind should
relay that information to their photog-
rapher. For example, if a grandparent is
getting up in years, request some solo
photos of that person so you can look
back on happy times together. Certain
couples want to be snapped posing with
a beloved pet. Putting that on the list
helps ensure it will happen.

ENLISTAFAMILY PHOTO COORDINATOR

If the photographer does not have his
or her own assistant, recruit someone
who is assertive to help wrangle every-
one for the family shots. Attempt to get
family photos when family members
are relaxed but not too far rumpled by
dancing or having a good time.

PLAYYOUR STYLE SAFE

A wedding day is not a time for the
bride or groom to try a dramatic new
style, according to photographer Aman-
da Lamb. Resist the urge for a daring cut
or color. It’s also likely not the place to
try out new facial hair or heavy makeup.

A couple unaccustomed to the way they
look may be shy in front of the camera.

DELVE INTO THE DETAILS

Prepare wedding details, like gowns,
shoes, accessories, etc., in advance to
save time once the photographer ar-
rives, suggests Desi Mendoza, a pro
from Dez and Tam Photography. Invest
in a beautiful hanger for the wedding
gown as well, because you may want to
photograph that on its own.

LEARNTO POSE

Couples can practice posing in front
of mirrors to get a feel for body posi-
tions that put them in their best light. A
photographer’s advice in regard to pos-
ture is invaluable as well. Create space
between arms and the body and learn
how to angle the body so you look your
best.

Photos will capture wedding day
memories forever. Couples can put
themselves in the best positions for
success by following some photogra-
phy guidelines.

www.photobysuebrown.com

231.757.9300
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Your wedding timeline guide

Wedding planning involves many movable pieces that ulti-
mately need to come together on the big day. Planning is typi-
cally a months-long process, and adhering to certain monthly
benchmarks can help couples stay the course.

Brides magazine offers that the perfect engagement peri-
od is 12 to 14 months, which affords ample time to get or-
ganized and work with vendors. With that in mind, here’s a
12-month timeline for couples getting ready to say “I do.”

12 MONTHS OUT

At the start of the planning process, establish your budget,
hire a wedding planner (optional), choose the wedding party,
pick a date, and start to assemble a cursory guest list. This
alsois a great time to begin touring venues to get a feel for po-
tential ceremony and reception locales.

11 MONTHS OUT

Now is the time to get a firm handle on the theme and scope
of the wedding. Start picking wedding colors and overall de-
sign. Also, interview and hire vendors, such as photogra-
phers, bands and videographers. These vendors tend to book
up quickly as wedding season draws near, so it’s never too
early to book them.

10 MONTHS OUT

This is a good time to start shopping for a wedding gown
because it might take some trial and error to find the perfect
dress. You also can start shopping for wedding party attire
at this time. Check with formalwear vendors to see how long
it will take for the gowns to arrive in the shop for alterations.
If you haven’t already done so, be sure to book the wedding
venue.

8 MONTHS OUT

Reception halls may have their own schedules, but you
should think about setting your menu at this time, including
deciding if you will host a seated dinner, a buffet or some-
thing else.

Eight months out also is a good time to finalize the guest
list and send save-the-date cards.

This also is a good time to visit stores to create registry gift
lists.

6 MONTHS OUT

Meet with potential florists and other vendors, like trans-
portation companies and hotels, to secure these arrange-
ments. Your place of worship also may require certain classes
or preparatory meetings, so be sure to inquire about these.

Meet with a makeup and hair stylist and book a trial. Choose
attire for groomsmen and give them a deadline for fittings
and orders. If you will not be getting married in a place of
worship, hire an officiant at this time.
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4AMONTHS OUT

Grooms traditionally arrange the honeymoon, so this is a
fine time to get those travel plans in order. If you need pass-
ports, you should secure them as early as possible, and no lat-
er than four months prior to the wedding to ensure process-
ing times. Book cake tastings and order the cake if it is not
part of the venue food and beverage package. If you haven’t
already done so, the bride should have an initial gown fitting,
and wedding invitations should be ordered at this time.

2 MONTHS OUT

Secure your wedding license and buy wedding party gifts.
Address and mail the wedding invitations. Undergo a second
gown fitting and work with the seamstress for the final fitting
date just before the wedding. Finalize any song selections
with the DJ or band.

The final details will occur in the last weeks before the wed-
ding. Buy all the small accessories and items, undergo final
fittings and check in with all vendors for final payments and
to ensure they are on schedule. Notify the reception hall of
the final guest count.

Once the wedding day arrives, couples who have done their
best to stay on schedule can relax and have a great time with
family and friends.

Customizing a delicious meal
for you and your guests!

_—

SONIS
SIIN N

Serving |
family, friends,

business and events

o DOWNTOWN
222 W. Ludington Ave.
231-425-3705
cluckbucketmi.com

CLUCK BUCKET
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Wear something beautifuland
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‘j Elevated fashion by My Sister’s Closet

212W Ludlngton Ave. Ludmgton 231.425.3784
Jﬂ"' £ .

for Your Wedding Day

Walk down the aisle in style
with a perfectly fit designer tuxedo
from the formalwear specialists.

FREE Groom’s Tuxedo Rental

with wedding parties of six or more

IR I

OFFER VALID
WITH COUPON

212 W. Ludington
Ave.,Ludington
231.425.3784

&
Kids TiiXe
Available™

Z : i 212 W. Ludington Ave.
“ Z i = m Ludington + 231.425.3784

Elevated fashion by My Sister’s Closet




How to find the right wedding reception venue

Every decision engaged couples make
in regard to their weddings is signifi-
cant, but some may affect the day more
than others. Perhaps no decision will
help couples set the tone they hope to
establish more than their choice of re-
ception venue.

Reception venues are where
couples and their guests will
spend the vast majority of
their time on the wedding day,
which is why choice of venue
bears such significance. With
that in mind, couples can con-
sider these tips as they look
for the perfect place to host
their receptions.

- Decide what you want out
of a venue. Prospective brides
and grooms may have vastly
different ideas regarding how
they want their weddings to
go, and it’s imperative that couples dis-
cuss their ideal weddings prior to look-
ing for a venue. Do you want to get mar-
ried in a place of worship? Or do you
prefer a venue that can host both the
ceremony and reception? Do you want
an indoor, outdoor or hybrid ceremony
and reception? Define what you both
want before looking for a venue and
make the necessary concessions if you
have different ideas in mind.

- Consider picking a venue before
setting a date. It can be wise to pick a
reception venue first and then choose
your wedding date based on the avail-
ability of the venue. This is especially
important for couples who already have

Bridal World — Fall/Winter 2023

an ideal venue in mind, and it also pro-
vides some flexibility as couples search
for the venue. For example, couples
working within a strict budget may not
be able to afford a preferred venue dur-
ing the height of wedding season, but
that venue could be less costly dur-

ing slower times of year. By waiting to
pick a date until you've chosen a venue,
you're increasing your options.

- Consider your guests. Though cou-
ples, particularly those footing the bill
on their own, should prioritize their de-
sires when choosing a reception, it’s im-
portant they also consider their guests
before making a final decision. A ven-
ue that’s accessible and located near
transit hubs like airports and train sta-
tions will increase the likelihood that
more people can attend. In addition,
if children will be invited, a venue that
includes family restrooms, including
at least one with a changing table, can
make parents’ nights much easier.

[amnwy’s “[asly Tedls <
When it’s for someone special...

you need something special!
$”” Wedding cakes < Dessert tables < Pastries

- Consider your budget. The Knot
2021 Real Weddings Study found that
couples typically spend around 30
percent of their overall budget on the
venue, which makes this decision the
biggest one in terms of the financial
commitments a couple will have to
make. Couples may be tempt-
ed to choose an awe-inspiring,
costly venue for their recep-
tion, but they should consider
how devoting so much of their
budget to the venue will affect
the rest of their big day. The
best reception venue might
be one that won't eat up too
much of your budget.

Consider the package.
Venues vary in terms of their
reception packages. Some
may offer catering, includ-
ing beverages, with each of
their packages, while food and beverage
might not be part of other venues’ of-
ferings. If you find a venue you love but
it doesn’t offer catering services, seek
estimates from area caterers to deter-
mine how much it will cost to feed and
serve your guests. Many couples find it
more convenient and less stressful to
pick a venue that offers on-site cater-
ing, though plenty of others have had
no trouble after choosing a venue and
separate caterer.

The bulk of a couple’s wedding day
and night will be spent at the reception,
making choice of venue one of the more
fun and important decisions they’ll
have to make.

H\‘

4794 N LaSalle Rd.Scottville, Ml 49454

989.600.8669



How to pic

lanning a wedding requires making

many different decisions. The choice of

wedding attire is among the most crucial
decisions that couples must make. Whether the
wedding is traditional or customized to suit
couples’ personalities, brides and grooms want
to look their best when they say, “I do.”

Many brides-to-be spend a significant amount
of time looking for their ideal wedding dresses.
What defines the right gown depends on person-
al preference and is unique to the person doing
the search. For example, a dress that sets a fairy
tale scene for one bride may not necessarily align
with the tastes of another. According to Bridal
Atelier, the average bride-to-be tries on try three
to seven dresses before finding the right one.
The following tips can help those shopping for
dresses find a look that makes their big day even
more special.

Fabulous Florals
For Your
Special Day

We can accommodate all of your floral needs
from the Ceremony to the Reception

5734 W. US-10
Ludington

843-7073

www.belafloral.com
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the perfect wedding dress

1.DON'T GETHUNG UP ON PERFECTION

Many brides get caught up as they
search for the one dress they consider
perfect. No dress is likely to check ev-
ery box. Getting hung up on a desire to
find a dress that has it all may make it
hard to see the beauty in other dress-
es. Remember, with the talents of an
experienced tailor or seamstress, most
dresses can be tweaked to suit your vi-
sion of the ideal gown.

2.CONSIDER THE SEASON

Getting married during the hazy and
humid days of summer is an entirely
different experience than tying the knot
during the heart of winter. The fabric of
the wedding dress should complement
the season, whether it’s lightweight and
breezy for a warm day, or more sub-

stantial and cozy when darting to the
ceremony in snowfall.

3.FLATTERYOUR FIGURE

Chances are brides-to-be know which
cuts and styles are most flattering.
Mimic those style choices in the wed-
ding dress. If you want to take focus off
of full hips, choose a basque or asym-

metrical waistline. Gowns with substan-

tial straps or higher necklines may be
better if you have a larger chest. Sheath
and mermaid style gowns are options if
you are confident with your figure and
want to show off your curves.

4. TRYABITOF THIS AND THAT

Don’t go into a wedding dress ap-
pointment with firm parameters. Al-
though you may have a ball gown style

in mind, after trying on other options
something with a less voluminous sil-
houette may actually catch your eye.
Many brides also automatically defer to
strapless gowns, when various straps
and sleeves can be very appealing.

5.ARRIVEWITH A FIRM BUDGET

Weddings can be costly. It’s impor-
tant to set a budget for the wedding
dress just as you will with other ex-
penses. There are plenty of dress de-
signers across a wide spectrum of price
points. A willingness to consider and
ultimately purchase a less costly dress
can help you stay on budget.

Browsing through magazines and
looking online can provide wedding
dress inspiration as well. Also, when in
doubt, defer to the experts.

]
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On-site ceremony availability.

Seating provided.

Large Capacity Venue,
Secluded Country Setting,
Full Weekend Rental, Open June-October

Comfortably accommodating up to 500 guests indoors.

Featuring a bridal suite & grooms’ room for attendants to prepare.
Side entrance attached to prep area for caterer’s convenience.
ADA accessible men’s & women’s restrooms.

Looking forward to the first day
of your Happily Ever After.

Now BOOKING FOR THE 2024 - 2025 WEDDING SEASON

For more

information or contact info visit us on
Facebook @treetopmeadows e www.treetopmeadows.com
5230 West Angling Road, Ludington, Michigan 49431
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Tips when
toasting
the happy
couple

Many special moments unfold during a couple’s wedding
day. A bride’s walk down the aisle, a married couple’s first
dance together and, of course, the moment couples say “I do”
are just a few of the many memorable moments to take place
during a wedding.

Another memorable moment, and one that couples have
little to no control over, is the wedding toast. Toasting is a
tradition that some historians trace to ancient Greece, which
should give nervous toasters-to-be a little more confidence as
the wedding day approaches. After all, given the lengthy his-
tory of toasting, it’s likely that millions of people have toast-
ed happy couples over the years. If millions of others can do
it, then so can this year’s crop of best men, maids of honor
and proud parents who will be asked to raise a glass to happy
couples. As a couple’s big day draws near, those trusted with
toasting the newlyweds can consider these tips.

- Introduce yourself. Unless it’s a very intimate affair with
only a handful of well-acquainted guests, introduce yourself
before beginning your toast. This not only ensures everyone
recognizes who you are, but also provides a simple way to be-
gin your comments without feeling a need to impress.

- Keep things lighthearted. Though it’s best to avoid being too
informal, a lighthearted toast with a funny anecdote and/or a
joke or two can help to maintain the jovial vibe of the reception.

- Explain your relationship. Maids of honor and best men
are often chosen because they have a special relationship
with the bride or groom. So it’s alright to give a brief explana-
tion of that relationship and explain how much it means to
you during the toast.

- Toast the couple. Even though most people toasting at a
wedding have a special connection with just one half of the
newly married couple, it’s normal to toast the new couple and
their happiness before closing your remarks. If you want to
toast each person when delivering your remarks, speak to
your counterpart (i.e., a maid of honor if you're the best man,
or vice versa) for some special insight.

- Keep your toast short. Toasts need not be lengthy. In fact,
toasts should be on the shorter side so everyone tasked with
delivering a toast can do so in a reasonable amount of time.

- Avoid winging it. Plan your remarks ahead of time, even
writing down your toast or at least organizing your ideas be-
12

fore you’re handed the microphone. Winging it might seem
like an option, but if you speak off-the-cuff you'll likely find
yourself rambling and going off course. Planning also allows
time to practice your remarks before the big day, which also
can help to calm your nerves.

- Remember you're among friends. If need be, remind your-
self before your toast that you're among friends. Speaking to
a room full of people you know or are at least familiar with
should help you avoid the nervousness that can come with
speaking to aroom filled with strangers.

Toasts are a beloved wedding tradition. People tasked with
toasting the happy couple can follow some simple strategies to
stay calm and deliver remarks couples will remember forever.

Our 1897 Sackrider
Church is the perfect
wedding venue!
Receptions can be
held on site at B.R.
Mudgett Pavilion and &5
Heritage Hall, which J&
can accommodate

celebrations of all diffferent sizes and themes. There is
a modern kitchen and restroom facilities. We will make
your day perfect in every way.

Calll 281-878-7604 {for & tour of the grounds,

Operated by Hart Heritage Preservation Society
Hart Historic District Museum
570 E. Lincoln Street, Hart Ml

harthistoricdistrict.com
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A guide to wedding day floral arrangements

Various elements come together to
complete a wedding day visual. Floral
arrangements are one such component
that can create a special and awe-inspir-
ing ambiance.

Flowers appeal to at least three of the
senses. Their delicate aroma can help
a venue smell fresh and inviting. And
it's hard to deny the visual appeal of a
stunning floral arrangement. There are
colors, sizes, textures, and much more
that can cater to any theme. In addition,
flowers can add a tactile element, even
if guests do not going around touching
the blooms.

Flowers convey so much during wed-
dings that it's important to make find-
ing a florist a priority, according to the
wedding resource The Knot. The follow-
ing is a guide to understanding floral
arrangements that may be included in
awedding.

BOUQUETS, CORSAGES AND BOUTONNIERES
The wedding party, bride, groom, and
parents of the couple are set apart from
others at the wedding ceremony by the
special flowers on their attire and in
their hands, among other indicators.
Boutonnieres are a single bud pinned
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to the left side of a gentleman’s jacket.
Corsages can be attached to a dress, but
are now often worn on the wrist. Bou-
quets are held in hand. They can be a
few flowers gathered together, or more
extensive displays. Bouquets may fea-
ture bare stems, or stems may be bound
and hidden beneath ribbon and fabric.

Some couples also have a small toss-
ing bouquet to use later in the day.
Flower petals for a flower girl to drop
down the aisle also may be part of the
floral plan.

CEREMONY FLOWERS

Guests often are first introduced to
floral arrangements at the wedding cer-
emony. Potted or vase-encased flow-
ers may bookend the couple at the al-
tar. Seats or pews may be adorned with
flower sprays to draw attention to the
aisle, known as aisle markers. These are
subtle choices that enhance the cere-
mony space.

RECEPTION COMPONENTS

Flowers may truly shine during the re-
ception. They’re one of the most impor-
tant components when decorating the
space. Flowers serve as centerpieces,

so the guest list and the number of ta-
bles will dictate how many centerpiec-
es are required. These centerpieces can
be elaborate or simply a few loose flow-
ers in vases. Florists can customize the
look depending on couples’ budgets.
Some additional reception flowers can
include installations on arches or on
anything hanging like a floral backdrop
for photo opportunities.

TIPS AND TRICKS

Couples should create a list of ev-
erywhere they would like to use flow-
ers and present it, along with magazine
clippings or planning boards, to show
florists what they have in mind when
shopping services, according to Hum-
mingbird Wedding Advice. A 2021 sur-
vey from The Knot reported that the
average cost for wedding flowers was
$2,300. It’s important to set a strict
budget so florists can presentideas that
are in line with what couples can spend.
Many expensive looks can be replicated
with in-season flowers or less costly al-
ternatives.

Flowers are an important part of the
wedding day and should be incorporat-
ed into couples’ budgets.
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Photos courtesy Captivating Creations
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N NEW & Resale
B s"' i Gowns size 0-30
A'{ cORE

“‘% in stock

For the entire

wedding party
Prom + Formals
e Bride + Flowergirl
g Mother of the Bride

ALSO FEATURING

% JEWELRY
- Alterations & Gown Preservation Available -

O'uer 1,000 Gowns in stocK!

Call Sharon Briggs for an appointment + 231-894-8753
9494 S. Oceana Dr., 3 miles N. of Montague
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Ludington, Michigan

Capturing timeless joy, filled images!

Bringing over 10 years of wedding photography experience to your special day.

www.captivatingcreationsphotography.com
Christine ~ 989-763-1814
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- Trust your local wedding and engagemen ;
ring specialists for the finest in quahty, _
~ service and style.
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More than 40 years of experiencein
~ Jewelry Repair, Design & Manufacturing

kmwm;
~ every price

'_1ooo’s of styles
available

.....

Our smcerest goal isto prowde you
with the ring you're dreaming of!
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