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The evolution of wedding favors

Wedding favors have changed — and
in many cases for the better. Favors have
evolved from the inexpensive trinkets
purchased in bulk into more personal-
ized mementos that guests can cherish.

Today’s couples are interested in cus-
tomizing their weddings and offering
guests something meaningful, or at the

very least, edible, so that favors don't
immediately get relegated to the trash
can. According to Heather Jones of Wen-
te Vineyards in California, favors have
moved from “goodie bags” toward items
that are experimental and fun. Wedding
planners from across the country offer
these wedding favor trends that couples

may want to incorporate into their own
celebrations.

WELCOME BAGS

Rather than take-home bags, welcome
bags have replaced the traditional favor
trinket at some weddings. Many wed-
dings have become multi-day events that
ask guests traveling from out of town
to attend a wedding weekend. To help
greet them and make their experience
memorable, couples may fill a gift bag
with items guests can use or enjoy dur-
ing their stay — like a bottle of locally
sourced maple syrup or some handmade
soaps from a nearby shopkeeper.

EXPERIENCE GIFTS

Instead of a candle or a monogrammed
cake server, think of experiences to of-
fer guests. A coupon for free drinks at a
nearby brewery, a tour of a local attrac-
tion while guests are in town or a group
excursion for guests attending a desti-

I

Gales Agéncy

A Subsidiary of Shelby State Bank
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favors continued

nation wedding can be fun and will help guests create lasting
memories.

CHARITABLE DONATIONS

Some couples feel that favors are wasteful and would rather
set aside a portion of their wedding budgets toward giving back.
In such situations, a donation to charity in guests’ names can be
the way to go. Guests can vote on two favorite charities adver-
tised on a special table at the wedding reception. The one with
the most votes will get the proceeds.

LATE-NIGHT SNACKS

After a night of celebrating, some guests may want the festivi-
ties to continue, but may need some extra sustenance to make
it through a few more hours. Some couples are eschewing tra-
ditional favors in lieu of making room for extra food or bever-
age expenses that can include after-party treats. These may run
the gamut from wood-fired pizzas to food truck vendors to ex-
tra desserts. A tasty take-home option also may be given, such
as fresh zeppolis or beignets, or even a personalized bottle of
wine. Even if the food and drink is not consumed right away,
there’s a good chance it will hit the spot when guests return to
their hotel rooms.Wedding favors are changing to keep up with
the times and keep guests feeling extra special.
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How to curtail wedding spending and still impress guests

Tying the knot can be an expensive
endeavor. According to The Knot 2017
Real Weddings Study, which surveyed
nearly 13,000 brides and grooms in the
United States who got married in 2017,
the average cost of a wedding was more
than $33,000.

That figure may surprise some cou-
ples planning their weddings, many of
whom may not be able to afford spend-
ing so much on their ceremonies and
receptions. Couples may feel pressure
to compete with friends and relatives
whose weddings they have attended in
the past, and that may compel some to
stretch their budgets and even go into
debt to finance their nuptials. Howev-
er, there are ways for couples to curtail
their wedding spending and impress
guests at the same time.

- Trim the guest list. The 2017 Real
Weddings Study found that couples
spent an average of $268 per guest in
2017. Many couples are recognizing
that smaller guest lists are a great way

to lower wedding spending, and The
Knot study found that the average guest
count decreased from 149 in 2009 to
136 in 2017. Trimming the guest list
may seem harsh, but couples who work
together need not cut their guest lists in
half. By working together, couples can
likely find between 10 and 15 acquain-
tances on their initial lists who won’t be
offended if they’re not invited. Couples
who spend the 2017 average per guest
can save nearly $3,000 by removing just
10 people from their guest lists.

- Expand your venue horizons. A
greater number of couples are looking
beyond traditional wedding venues and
opting for more unique locales to tie the
knot. The 2017 Real Weddings Study
found that 15 percent of 2017 wed-
dings were held on farms, ranches and
even in barns, while just 2 percent of
weddings were hosted in such venues in
2009. The growing popularity of unique
wedding venues may make some loca-
tions more expensive than couples an-

ticipate, but a willingness to tie the knot
in a unique venue greatly increases cou-
ples’ options, improving the chances
they will find more affordable venues.

- Cut back on guest entertainment.
Customizing experiences for guests
is a major reason why today’s couples
are spending so much more per guest
than their predecessors. Spending for
customized guest entertainment, which
includes things like photo booths, spar-
klers and video booths, tripled between
2009 and 2017. Couples may want to
give their guests unique experiences,
but should not stretch their budgets or
go into debt to do so.

- Tie the knot in winter. Summer and
fall were the most popular wedding sea-
sons in 2017, and that does not figure
to change anytime soon. Couples can
take advantage of those trends by get-
ting married in winter, a slow season
for wedding venues and vendors, who
might be more flexible with their prices.

Custom
cupcakes &
fine desserts
for your
wedding day.

Open Mon.-Fri.
9 AM-6 PM;
Sat. 9 AM-5 PM

Put the Icing on Her Day
Your Bridal Bake Shop

WEST SHORE MARKET

707 W. US Hwy. 10, Scottvile 757-9130

the Most

in You

services and
packages
for brides.

Bringing Out
Beautiful Bride

Be your most confident,
most beautiful self on
your wedding day
with our specialized

FULL SERVICE SALON

Nails,
Pedicures,

Laser Hair Removal, ¥
Skin Rejuvination, !
Dermalogica Facials,
Aroma Touch Therapy, £

Spray Tanning

3843 W. Hwy. 10 | Ludington
845-6597
www.safarisunbeauty.com
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Is airbrushed makeup the way to go?

Hair and makeup is an important part
of wedding day planning. Brides and
grooms want to look their best on their
wedding days, when they will no doubt
take dozens of photos, if not more. Men
may apply some oil-absorbing powder
to tone down shine on their skin, but
women tend to pull out all the stops
when selecting bridal makeup — often
hiring professional makeup artists to
create a signature look.

Airbrush-applied makeup is an op-
tion women may want to explore. The
wedding resource The Knot says that
makeup airbrushing is quite popular in
the world of movies and modeling and
is now becoming more popular among
brides-to-be. When applied correctly by
a professional, airbrush makeup can
have a number of perks.

Understanding airbrush makeup can
help brides determine if it’s the best
choice for them.

Airbrush makeup is comprised of a

e Comfortably accommodating up to 500 guests indoors.

e On-site ceremony availability.

e Featuring a bridal suite & grooms’ room for attendants to prepare.
o Side entrance attached to prep area for caterer’s convenience.
o ADA accessible men's & women’s restrooms.

e Seating provided.

Looking forward to the first day
of your Happily Ever After.

Now BOOKING FOR THE 2021 WEDDING SEASON

@/wew(a CHeadowa proudly offetd the beauty of West Michigan
countryside while giving you the privacy you desire for such a personal
event, located in Hamlin Township. You'll fall in love with your secluded
meadow view behind the barn. Acres of rolling grasslands surrounded
by hundreds of mature trees to encase your event. Perfect for on-site
ceremonies or to simply enjoy mother nature at her finest.

very thin liquid makeup that is applied
with the use of an air gun. This produc-
es a thin, even layer of foundation, of-
ten creating a matte finish. Makeup art-
ists can custom-blend shades to get the
right match for their customers’ skin
tones. And because the fine mist of air-
brush makeup enables true skin tone to
show through, it can appear much more
natural.

Many airbrushed formulations are sil-
icone-based, enabling long-lasting wear
and water-resistant properties. This is
advantageous when hugging and kiss-
ing on one’s wedding day. Some air-
brush makeup can last up to 16 hours.

For more

Some airbrush formulations are wa-
ter- or alcohol-based. Alcohol-based
options can be used to cover tattoos or
birthmarks.

Touchups are minimal with airbrush
makeup, and the formulations can be
layered to cover blemishes. Airbrush
makeup also creates a pristine finish
for applying other makeup.

Airbrush makeup is compatible with
well-moisturized skin and takes to it
well, but dry skin may flake, crack and
look flat, advises Essence Designs.

Brides who end up shedding tears of
joy on their wedding days might find
that airbrush makeup can streak, which
can be difficult to cover up.

Because it requires a certain skillset
and equipment, airbrush makeup tends
to be more expensive than traditional
makeup when done by a professional.

Airbrush makeup can create a flaw-
less look and may be an option for
brides to consider.

information or contact info visit us on
Facebook @treetopmeadows ¢ www.treetopmeadows.com
5230 West Angling Road, Ludington, Michigan 49431
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7/ ways to recycle a wedding gown

When planning their weddings, many brides-to-be de-
vote a large portion of their wedding budgets to their ward-
robes. Statistics released by The Knot in 2014 indicated the
amount the average woman was willing to spend her gown
was $1,281.

Wedding gowns are among the most costly wedding expen-
ditures. Because wedding gowns can be so expensive, many
brides elect to have their gowns cleaned and preserved. Re-
using a wedding gown is a cost-effective and earth-friendly
idea. Women have many options when it comes time to put-
ting their wedding gowns to use after they have tied the knot.
The following are just some of the great ideas couples can
explore.

1. Save it for younger generations. One of the primary rea-
sons to preserve a wedding gown is to save the dress for a
daughter, granddaughter or another relative to wear at her
own wedding.

2. Transform it into other attire. There are a number of dif-
ferent occasions when wearing white is acceptable. Religious
ceremonies such as baptisms and communions qualify, and a
wedding gown in the hands of an experienced seamstress or
tailor can be transformed into a baby’s Christening ensemble
or a beautiful dress for a youngster about to receive First Holy
Communion.

3. Donate the gown. Brides in need may not have the funds
to purchase their own beautiful gowns. Work with an organi-
zation that will provide dresses to the less fortunate. Or do-

nate it to an organization that can sell the gown to fund proj-
ects for others in need. Another option is the Mary Madeline
Project, which uses wedding dress fabrics to create burial
outfits for stillborn infants.

4, Cut it up into usable fabric. Wedding gown fabrics can be
used in various applications. Dresses can be transformed into
decorative pillows or other wedding mementos. Stretch the
fabric across a frame and use it as a blank canvas for a photo
keepsake. The fabric also can work for baby cribs and infant
basket skirting.

5. Use it as a Halloween costume. Dress as a bride for Hal-
loween. Otherwise, tailor the dress to fit a child and she can
use it for any number of dress-up opportunities.

6. Donate it to a costume archive. Theatrical companies
may be able to use the fabric to create costumes for their pro-
ductions.

7. Create a keepsake. Cut a small piece of the fabric and put
it into a pendant or locket. A piece of tulle or lace also can be
placed inside a clear Christmas ornament and hung on the
tree for years to come.

Wedding gowns can be upcyled into many new and inno-
vative items. Doing so eliminates long storage times and can
benefit others.

<
.

Lot
> \

10% OFF

OFFERS THESE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
> GIA Graduate Gemologist and Appraiser
> Jewelry repair and restoration expert
> Redesign and Custom Jeweler on site
> Finely crafted heirloom quality

jewelry in gold and platinum
> Flexible Private appointment scheduling

OPEN:
THURS, FRI, & SAT
11AM TO 6PM

@ 103 W. Loomis Street Ludington M1 49431

Z= 231-425-9300
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Cut blooms that will last the longest

Flowers may look beautiful in gardens
and even when snipped and brought in-
side to brighten up a mantel or dining
table. Unfortunately, cut flowers have a
finite shelf life. While cut blooms can’t
live forever, certain varieties will out-
last others. Choosing flowers wisely for
wedding centerpieces or keepsakes can
help couples enjoy selected flowers lon-
ger.

- Peonies: Peonies can last for about
a week or two when brought indoors.
HGTV says to snip the stems when the
buds are tight, wrap them in newspaper
and store them in the refrigerator until
you're ready to arrange.

- Zinnias: These bright blooms can
last for three to four weeks and are
best harvested in summer. Related to
the sunflower, zinnias are available in a
wide range of colors.

- Chrysanthemums: Widely referred
to as “mums,” these midsummer to
late-fall flowers can last between three

and four weeks after being cut. Mums
can be used to fill out floral displays be-
cause they tend to be inexpensive but
durable flowers.

- Coneflower: The purple coneflower
is popular, but coneflowers are avail-
able in many colors aside from purple.
Coneflowers attract butterflies and are
beautiful in cut displays.

- Ranunculus: Ranunculus mimic the
look of roses and display layer after
layer of silky, crepe-like petals. These
blooms can last a week or more in vases
if they’re put in water right after being
cut.

- Carnations: Another budget-friend-
ly flower, carnations are popular from
early spring until late summer. Avail-
able in many hues, they can be used in
conjunction with other blooms to cre-
ate well-rounded floral displays that
may last between two and three weeks.

- Lilies: Lilies are traditional flowers
that are beautiful to behold. Lilies are

available in various sizes and colors
and can be bought fresh year-round.
Lilies often last longer than a week af-
ter being cut. Look for lilies with tight
buds, as such flowers tend to last the
longest.

- Gladioli: The lovely flowers of the
vertical-growing gladiolus, which is
sometimes referred to as the “sword
lily,” are available in yellow, peach,
pink, white, and other hues. These bulb-
based plants can last up to two weeks
after being cut and add variety and tex-
ture to floral displays.

Although advice varies on how to
keep cut flowers fresh the longest, vet-
eran florist Nic Faitos, senior partner at
Starbright Floral Design in New York,
who has provided his floral expertise
for Reader’s Digest, says the best ap-
proach is to keep vase water clean. In
addition, ProFlowers suggests keeping
cut blooms in a cool room away from
direct sunlight and heat.
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More couples are embracing edgy,
adventurous weddings

Brides and grooms once felt compelled
to conform to the trappings of tradition-
al weddings. From uber-romantic vows
to pastel colors to the penultimate white
tiered cake, various wedding components
were long considered must-haves. But
modern couples are increasingly express-
ing their individuality, and even embrac-
ing more edgy and adventurous elements,
when planning their weddings.

According to The Knot, a leading brid-
al resource and information site, today’s
weddings are not what they were just a
few years ago. Bold colors, exotic cakes and
nontraditional foliage, are just some of the
elements modern couples are embracing
to set their weddings apart.

ADVENTUROUS LOCALES

Vineyards and catering halls can be great
places to tie the knot, but couples who like
to push the envelope are looking to more

adventurous locales to impart their unique
spin on their weddings. Sharing vows atop
a mountain crest at the end of a favorite
hiking trail or on a roller coaster at a theme
park that harkens back to a first date are
some adventurous places to tie the knot.

OUTSIDE-THE-BOX MENUS

Couples may want to break with tradi-
tion by offering a wide selection of foods
at their receptions. These foods can in-
clude items that fit with their specific eth-
nic cuisines, gourmet comfort foods (think
cocktail franks wellington), or foods that fit
with their dietary choices, such as organic
or vegan options. Work with a caterer to
provide a variety of tasty choices.

BOLD WARDROBE CHOICES

Brides can put new spins on their gowns
by adding color and texture. Sequins, bold
embroidery, shorter hemlines, and what-

ever adventurous fashion style you want
to impart can be considered. If white isn't
your thing, that’s okay, too. Yellow and
slate gray look great together. Gentlemen
can choose to wear a black suit or any com-
bination of color and style they want to
make a dramatic impression.

FULL OF FLAVOR

Cakes don’t have to be white with white
buttercream. In fact, couples can make
things even more tasty by incorporating fa-
vorite flavor combinations into their cakes.
For example, a chocolate and caramel fill-
ing reminiscent of a candy bar might be
something to consider.

Modern couples are embracing bold,
unique and edgy components when plan-
ning their weddings. Putting an individual-
ized spin on the ceremony and reception
can make couples even more excited to tie
the knot.

- Dveam New: Trawel Later.

"EVERY JOURNEY BEGINS NOT
WITH A FIRST STEP
UT’WITH THAT EIRS

REAM!
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Falling in love with fall

Depending upon what part of the coun-
try you live in, an outdoor wedding might
hold natural appeal and the season offers a
chance to create a more unique experience.
But before you fall for fall, take the expand-
ed view of these considerations in mind
from the website Here Comes The Guide.

THE WEATHER

Holding your wedding indoors or out-
doors in the fall greatly depends on the
type of weather your region experiences
in the fall months. The west coast might be
sunny and temperate. The southwest and
south could still be warm. Northern and
midwestern states will, obviously, get cool-
er sooner. Wherever you live, keep an eye
on the weather as your wedding date nears
and be sure to inform your guests of the
type of venue and the appropriate dress. If
you're planning an outdoor wedding, make
a backup plan in case the weather doesn’t
cooperate.
THE HOLIDAYS

Sands
kCelebkations,

R y We are your destination location

Fall is the gateway to the holiday season,
with plenty of reason to add your wedding
to the celebration calendar. It probably
goes without saying, but you might want to
avoid holding your wedding near or on ma-
jor holidays. Other than that, the season is
wide open (except for football fans). If you
do choose a weekend wedding, look for
such holidays as Veteran’s Day that might
offer the added value of an extra day off for
your guests.

THE COLORS

The fall season offers an opportunity to
take advantage of a color palette that sep-
arates your wedding from the tradition-
al bright whites and spring and summer
shades. But you don’t necessarily have to
match those deep reds, oranges or browns.
Take in the bigger picture of warm tones
or choose a modern palette that might fea-
ture golds for a glitzy feel, emerald green
or plum for a touch of elegance, or neutral
shades such as champagne.

%, & .—'_.

_for all of your Celebrations!

Pl M VL -

-W@’B@ﬂﬂﬁ}@

Catered from Jive Star golden Sands Bucket Bar

CEREMONY | RECEPTION
REHEARSAL DINNER | LODGING LOCATIONS

THE FABRICS

Regardless of where you live, and often
because of that fact, autumn opens the
door to the chance of chillier weather. For
cooler climes, your bridesmaid dresses
might demand a heavier fabric or accesso-
ries for warmth. Deep jewel tones and long-
sleeved dresses are a natural for fall wed-
dings. Groomsmen should choose navy or
gray suits for a sophisticated fall look, per-
haps offset by argyle socks or plaid ties.

THE FLOWERS

Again, the season provides you a whole
new realm of possibilities when choosing
flowers. Some of the site’s suggestions:
Dahlias for an enchanting wedding bou-
quet. Deep burgundy varietals are especial-
ly elegant. Garden roses present the perfect
alternative to peonies. Marigolds come in
festive fall colors of gold, orange and red.
For arrangements and table decor, look to
autumn foliage, seasonal berries and nuts
for amodern yet rustic look.

4@!&&’;

‘) ¥ salon & spa
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Nature and naturally beautiful

Access the great outdoors to take advan-
tage of the fall foliage or invite the colors in-
side. No matter which location you choose,
the season provides a bounty of gorgeous
color palettes, decor and attire options.

OUTDOORS

Autumn weddings are idealized as out-
door affairs — and for good reason. The
temperate weather, the beautiful colors,
the romantic and celebratory atmosphere
all conspire to almost demand an outdoor
wedding. Here are three classic outdoor op-
tons.

Farms and barns: No setting guaran-
tees arustic vibe more than an atmospheric
country farm or barn. The outdoors lets na-
ture take care of itself as a setting, but trans-
forming a barn into a reception-worthy ven-
ue takes some diligence. But the result will
be entirely memorable and worth the extra
trouble.

Vineyards and wineries: Postcard- and
picture-perfect, rustic and elegant, choos-

ing a vineyard venue literally says “celebra-
tion.” Pre-stocked with wine, gorgeous and
unique settings indoors or outdoors, it’s no
wonder vineyards have become popular
wedding destinations. Decide early if you're
thinking of a particular destination.

Gardens and forests: Fall weddings are
all about nature, and the outdoorsy and na-
ture-lovers will naturally be drawn to a for-
est- or garden-themed wedding. The value-
added, nature-provided decor makes these
venues both beautiful and cost-effective.
But take care to plan for a contingency if
Mother Nature doesn’t cooperate.

INDOORS

Pulling off a fall wedding indoors can also
be an inviting choice. The weather is no lon-
ger a concern and bringing the fall atmo-
sphere indoors is all about the decor. Fall
color palettes and decorative elements can
be easily adapted at these indoor settings.

Restored warehouses: A different kind
of vintage appeal can be easily achieved by

Charming Rustic Hall with
beautiful stone fireplace & kitchen.
Available for Weddings,
Special Events & Parties!

booking a restored warehouse for a wed-
ding venue. Many downtowns have reinvig-
orated their appeal with restorations that
retain a location’s retro elements, and many
offer open-air areas. Features such as vault-
ed ceilings, exposed brick, and natural light
offer a warm canvas that can be made fall-
perfect.

Cozy inns or hotels. For a more intimate,
charming setting in fall, small historic inns,
lodges and hotels offer both the warmth
and romance of dark, romantic rooms fea-
turing fireplaces as well as terraces and pati-
os that allow guests to bask in the fall weath-
er and foliage.

Botanical gardens or arboretums: No
venue could be more in touch with nature
and offer large enough covered spaces for
weddings that botanical gardens or arbore-
tums. Large windows provide gorgeous vis-
tas of the fall season in all its glory and both
settings easily customized with your choice
of flowers and other decorative touches that
take an indoor fall wedding to the nextlevel.

300 Griswold St.
Hart, Michigan 49420
www.johngurneypark.com

EfgCarol & Colb

00/30/ M%ﬂ/ Owner/Stylist

W?Z_ 34&% Stylist

Carol & Co. will pamper your
whole wedding family...
Especially the Bride and Groom
with a personal touch
to make your SPECIAL DAY a
BEAUTIFUL MEMORY and
HONEYMOON ready!

33 W. 5th St. @ Shelby 231.861.0375

Tues & Thurs 1-8 pm (;\

Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-4pm
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Food and drink stations on the rise

Maybe it was a buffet or limited-choice
meal delivered by waiters. But don’t let
the past lock you in. There are lots of new
choices to consider this year. Here, we've
collected a “buffet” of trends happening
that will hopefully spark your culinary
imagination and kick your own wedding
event up a notch.

DRINKS

Stations are in. Instead of a standard
bar or roaming waiters, interaction is the
keyword for wedding cocktails this year,
claims an expert on the website Delish.
Flavored syrups, fruits, edible flowers and
herbs can be featured for guests to add
to their drinks. Signature cocktails nev-
er go out of style, says another expert —
but plastic straws have. The movement to
eliminate single-use plastics is also trend-
ing at weddings, where you’ll see more pa-
per straws and bamboo stir sticks.

SEATING

A mix of rectangular market tables and
round tables are trending, as are wooden
market tables. The juxtaposition creates
different textures, shapes, dimensions
along with textured linens and velvet, the
site reports. An uptick in picnic-style seat-
ing should blend well for fall weddings
held outdoors or in rustic spaces such as
barns or warehouses.

DINNER

Wedding planner Kylie Carlson reports
that the popularity of intimate weddings
is leading to couples — especially foodies
— developing tasting menus featuring six
or seven small courses. The trend toward
the less formal continues with wedding
dinners. Roaming dinners in which guests
visit food stations turn the event into an
extended cocktail hour. The popularity of
healthy, locally sourced ingredients is fill-
ing the choices at those food stations.

DESSERT

The iconic wedding cake also changes
with the seasons. The once-popular “na-
ked” cakes have given way to elegance and
sophistication with wedding experts see-
ing more polished creations. To create a
decidedly less traditional and fun feel, al-
ternative cakes made of Belgian waffles
or pancakes, cinnamon buns and donut
cakes are trending options.

LATE-NIGHT SNACKS

If you expect your wedding bash to ex-
tend into the wee hours, late-night snacks
are an expected (and necessary) final touch
to the party. Expect to see the food station
and healthy trend extend to these snacks,
featuring such items as acai bowls, vegetar-
ian options and cheese and fruit pairings.

For more substantial fare, food trucks
continue to dominate in popularity. Look
into reserving one.

WHEN| YOUR HONEY.MOON!
IS OVER...

We can provide guality entertainment with

Our 1897 Sackrider
Church is the perfect
wedding venue!
Receptions can be
held on site at B.R.
Mudsett Pavilion and
Heritage Hall, which

LG, Sony audio-video and Radio Shack products.
Plus... service that will keep you happy for years.

2@% Universal Electronics
SALES & SERVICE

Home Entertainment Products ® Prepaid Cellular Services

@ LG SONY
Shelby, Ml 49455

411 N State Street

dish & 861-
[ 48Tl 5. 231-861-5687

can accommodate
celebrations of all diffferent sizes and themes. There is
a modern kitchen and restroom facilities. We will make
your day perfect in every way.

Call 281-747-5916 for @ of the grounds.

Operated by Hart Heritage Preservation Society
Hart Historic District Museum
570 E. Lincoln Street, Hart Ml

Cityofhart.org/historicdistrict
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Wedding tools make planning easier

Ensuring an event goes on with minimal
hiccups takes patience and thorough plan-
ning. This is especially true for weddings,
when many elements must merge together
for a memorable day. Today’s couples
have a bevy of new resources at their dis-
posal to facilitate wedding planning.

The internet makes vetting vendors and
reading reviews that much easier, but wed-
ding-related apps also can simplify wed-
ding planning. The following are some top
picks as culled by Wedding Shoppe, Inc.,
The Knot and Lifehacker.

* Wedding Spot: Couples can search
for their ideal wedding venue based on
location, budget, styles, and capacity. The
website enables users to plan their ideal
weddings and get cost estimates based on
guest list and options. Users also can ac-
cess discounts and exclusive deals.

* Wedding LookBook: This app en-
ables couples to browse through thou-
sands of dresses, accessories, jewelry, and
much more. The app will help customers
find products in their area.

e Shutterfly: This photo, invitation and
image-sharing tool can be an inexpensive
place to create save-the-date stationery,
invitations, and photo memory books.

e Appy Couple: This app and website
helps couples manage their budgets, time-
lines, wedding parties, and seating charts,
while also allowing them to share photos.
There is a free version and basic packages
that allow access to more features.

* iWedding Deluxe: In addition to man-
aging timelines, to-do lists and vendors,
this app offers inspiration ideas for gowns,
manages and tracks gifts, and offers first

dance suggestions from iTunes. However,
it is only available to iPhone users.

* AllSeated: This tool can help cou-
ples figure out seating arrangements by
creating 3D floor plans of the event, and
couples can pull contacts from email and
social networks to establish a guest list. If
floor plans are unavailable in their data-
base, they can be drawn.

* The Knot’s Marketplace: With the
click of a button, couples can search for
wedding vendors in all different catego-
ries, read reviews, and directly connect
with those businesses.

e HitchSwitch: Brides or grooms who
may be changing their names can do so
in one convenient place. Three different
packages cater to various name-changing
needs.

e Vistaprint: These stationery special-
ists offer an array of services, from cards
to invitations to personalized envelopes.
Once a design is chosen, Vistaprint will
offer add-on suggestions for coordinating
items, helping to create a cohesive look
for the festivities.

Wedding websites, apps and more can
streamline wedding planning.

Celebrate your wedding at our beautifully restored, spacious, two level event hall.

Glassic and Romantic
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