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Contact your Wolverine Mutual agent:

Christmann agenCy
Serving the Area for Over 75 Years

213 Lincoln Street, Hart, MI 49420
Office: 231-873-4556 • 231-873-4214  •  email: Susan.christmannins@gmail.com

True “comp only” option lowers your costs during the off-season. Save 
even more when you choose to let your policy go “comp only” during 
the winter months. Wolverine Mutual is one of very few companies 
that let you suspend the MCCA fee (MI only) as well as your liability 
and collision coverage. Just contact your Wolverine agent in the spring 
when you want to add full coverage back.

Whether you ride a “Hog,” cruiser, 
standard, sport bike or scooter, we 
provide complete protection 365 days a 
year for only a 9-month premium. See 
us, too, for discounts on touring bikes, 
for mature operators, or when you 
transfer coverage from another carrier. 
Then enjoy your freedom!

www.wolverinemutual.com

Wolverine Mutual
Insurance Company

BIG Savings!
Coverage Now Available. Fire and Theft only for layup period! 

freedom
yourProtect

machine.

The final weeks of winter, 
and even the first few weeks 
of spring, are still chilly in 
many parts of the world. 
Despite those last vestiges 
of winter chills, late winter 
is a great time to begin pre-
paring gardens for the com-
ing planting season.

Gardens may have to 

withstand months of harsh 
weather each winter, and 
such conditions can take 
a toll. Gardeners can con-
sider the following tips as 
they try to restore their gar-
dens and get them ready for 
spring planting. 

• Disinfect your tools. It’s 
common to clean tools in 

late fall or whenever they’re 
typically placed in storage 
for the winter. But clean-
ing and disinfecting are not 
necessarily the same thing. 
If tools were not disinfected 
at the end of the previous 
gardening season, disin-
fect them before doing any 
work on the garden. Doing 

so can ensure any linger-
ing bacteria or fungi on tool 
surfaces are killed prior to 
the beginning of gardening 
season. According to the 
University of Minnesota Ex-
tension, plant pathogens, 
including bacteria and vi-
ruses, can be transferred to 
and infect plants through 

bits of soil and plant debris 
left on shovels and pruner 
blades. Thoroughly disin-
fecting such tools prior to 
using them in the spring is a 
great way to reduce the risk 
of disease in your garden.

• Clear debris from gar-
den beds. Leaves, twigs, 
sticks, and other debris 

may have gathered in the 
garden over the winter. 
Such debris can inhibit the 
growth of plants and veg-
etables, so make sure all of 
it is removed prior to plant-
ing. Weeds might even be-
gin to sprout up in late 
winter and early spring, so 
remove them before they go 
to seed.

• Test the soil. Testing 
the soil prior to planting 
can help gardeners deter-
mine what their gardens 
will need to thrive in the 
coming months. Garden 
centers and home improve-
ment stores sell home test-
ing kits that are effective 
and easy to use. Once the 
results are in, speak with 
a professional at your lo-
cal garden center about the 
best time to amend the soil.

• Loosen compacted soil. 
Soil can become compacted 
over winter. If compacted 
soil is not loosened prior to 
planting, plants will have a 
hard time getting the water 
and nutrients they need to 
thrive. Loosening the soil 
also provides another op-
portunity to inspect the 
garden for any underly-
ing issues, such as fungi or 
weed growth, that you may 
have missed when clearing 
debris or testing the soil. 

Late winter is a good time 
to assess a garden and ad-
dress any issues that de-
veloped over the winter so 
plants and vegetables can 
thrive come

How to prepare a garden for spring planting



3SPRING EDITION APRIL 2022

3

 

925 WITHAM DR.   MUSKEGON, MI
HHLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM

LANDSCAPE SUPPLYLANDSCAPE SUPPLY
We Offer Same Day Delivery 

6 DAYS A WEEK!
                  From 1 to 100 yards...

Destination Your House!

231.759.8807231.759.8807

n Aggregate 
n Sand & Soil
n Mulch & Chips
n Stone & Boulders
n Edging

n Decorative Stone
n Landscape Fabric
n Grass Seed & Sod
n Dairy Doo products
n Pavers & Outcroppings
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Since 1999

is your SPRING
Fishing & Hunting

Headquarters

~ HOURS ~  
Mon. - Thurs. 7 am - 6 pm;

Fri. - Sat. 7 am - 7 pm; Sun. 7 am - 6 pm

231-893-6688 
8665 WATER ST., MONTAGUE

Getting ready
for Spring 
means... BEING READY

FOR BIG LAKE 
FISHING

Get ready for your
Detroit River and Lake Erie trip. 

Jigs, Lunker City, Wyandotte 
Worms and more.

NEW large selection of Costa
Sunglasses in stock NOW!

Huge selection of
steelhead supplies!

Beads, floats, hooks, shot, bobbers, 
swivels, spawn material and
waders and so much more!

Rods, reels and many brands of
line to replace your old line.

DON’T
WAIT!
Be Prepared!

Get all your 
Spring

fishing and 
hunting
supplies
ordered
TODAY!

Spring  FURNACE AND
AIR CONDITIONER SPECIAL

For Best 

Pricing

Call Today!

COMMERCIAL
REMODELS

Heating and Cooling The 
Lakeshore Since 1979

We Service All
Makes & Models

FREE ESTIMATES!
IMMEDIATE INSTALLS!

HEATING & COOLING

withTHE BEST A/C 
INSTALLATION or
TUNE-UP IN TOWN

Save up to

$900
*$200 DTE ENERGY REBATES AVAILABLE  FREE Programmable 
thermostat with installation!  ALL INSTALLS INCLUDE 1 YEAR LABOR 
WARRANTY  ALL REBATE APPLICATIONS PERFORMED BY OUR STAFF   

231-799-9521 • 231-736-9822
LICENSED and INSURED

Homeowners choose 
plants for their properties 
based on a number of vari-
ables. Some may be into 
growing their own foods, 
while others desire their gar-
dens to be an awe-inspiring 
mélange of bright colors 
and alluring scents. There’s 
no wrong reason to plant 
a fresh garden, but some 
plants offer extra benefits, 

such as repelling insects. 
Insects can be a nuisance 

and a threat to individuals’ 
overall health. According to 
the American Academy of 
Family Physicians, insect-
borne diseases are viral and 
bacterial illnesses that de-
velop from insect bites. Mos-
quitoes, sand flies and fleas 
are some examples of in-
sects that can pass on dis-

ease. Fever, chills, headache, 
and muscle soreness are just 
a few of the more common 
symptoms linked to insect-
borne diseases. 

The good news for avid 
gardeners is that certain 
plants can help repel insects 
and provide the addition-
al benefits like fresh food 
and aesthetic appeal that so 
many people love.

• Basil: The aroma of fresh 
basil is enough to com-
pel any gardener to make a 
place for it in their garden. 
But there’s more to fresh 
basil than its scent, as the 
Farmers Almanac notes it 
can be used to repel mosqui-
toes and moths.

• Lavender: Fleas, flies, 
mosquitoes, and moths are 
not fans of this aromatic 

and colorful member of the 
mint family. Bees tend to be 
drawn to lavender, a dura-
ble plant that many garden 
centers recommend in ar-
eas prone to drought or hot 
summers without much pre-
cipitation.

• Mint: Mint is another 
plant that is instantly rec-
ognizable for its aroma. But 
mint lovers may not realize 

that it’s also great for keep-
ing ants at bay. Mint also can 
be used to repel mosquitoes, 
but gardeners with no expe-
rience planting mint should 
plant it in pots. That’s be-
cause the Farmers Almanac 
notes mint is an especially 
aggressive spreader that can 
quickly take over a garden. 
Separating mint in pots can 
prevent it from bullying its 
way into other plants’ do-
mains.

• Lemongrass: Lemon-
grass is a tropical grass that’s 
so fragrant it’s often used in 
perfumes. Lemongrass con-
tains citronella, which many 
people associate with repel-
ling mosquitoes. A potted 
lemongrass plant can re-
pel these unwanted guests, 
keeping them away from 
decks, porches and/or pati-
os all summer long.

• Chrysanthemums: The 
Farmers’ Almanac® rec-
ommends using chrysan-
themums, which repel a 
range of insects from bed-
bugs to fleas to ants, as bor-
der plants around a home. 
That’s because they contain 
the natural insecticide py-
rethrin, which can serve as 
something of an insect-re-
pelling boundary around a 
home.

Insects are unwanted 
guests around a home each 
spring, summer and fall. 
Certain plants can help repel 
insects and serve as an eco-
friendly alternative to insec-
ticides. 

Popular insect repellant plants
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Heating  •  Cooling
Plumbing

Refrigeration
Indoor Air Quality

Boilers

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

HEATING & COOLING  •  PLUMBING  •  REFRIGERATION  •  BOILERS  •  INDOOR AIR QUALITY

8939 Water Street, Montague, MI 49437
231-894-6843 •  service@boardwellmechanical.com

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
BOARDWELL

MECHANICAL
SERVICES INC.

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 1974

Spring & Summer
Shorts • Tanks • Tees • Socks • Swimwear • Activewear

Hoodies • Underwear • Rainwear • Garden Boots and more!

AppArel for the Whole fAmily!

SHOP
LOCAL

SAVE BIG!

 Customize your out-
door living space and en-
hance your home’s curb ap-
peal with a new landscaping 
plan, colorful door treat-
ments, more furniture, or a 
fresh coat of paint for out-
door structures. Woodcraft 
can help you with tools, sup-
plies and how-to resources 
to create an appealing and 

functional family “hangout.”
Build a potting bench to 

be headquarters for design-
ing and planting flower gar-
dens and bushes at strategic 
locations to mark dining, re-
laxing and playing sections 
of the yard. Build more out-
door furniture and game 
boards if needed to “fur-
nish” these areas. Paint ex-

terior doors to add a touch 
of color. Accent door/en-
tryway areas with benches 
or garden planters. Repair, 
clean, and finish or paint 
porches, railings and fences 
to refresh their look. 

Products for building
• Woodcraft Magazine 

Classic Project Plans are 

detailed guides for build-
ing furniture and accesso-
ries, including the Full Ser-
vice Potting Bench pictured 
here, along with chairs, ta-
bles, benches, planters, and 
more. For a different Ad-
irondack chair design, see 
“The Haycock Adirondack” 
project in Woodcraft Maga-
zine Issue 101 (June/July 

2021). Plans and Issue 101 
are available at woodcraft.
com.

Helpful how-to articles 
on woodcraft.com include 
https://bit.ly/RestoreOut-
door and https://bit.ly/Out-
doorWoodProjects. 

• Kreg 720PRO Pocket-
Hole Jig — The latest inno-
vation in pocket-hole join-
ery, this jig was engineered 
with features like one-mo-
tion Automaxx clamping, 
which automatically clamps 
and sets the material thick-
ness setting for pieces 1⁄2”- 
to 11⁄2”-thick, GripMaxx an-
ti-slip material construction 
and a steel-reinforced spine.

• Bosch Barrel Grip Jig-
saw — A powerful 7.0 amp, 
variable-speed motor with 
Constant Response circuit-
ry maintains the desired 
speed. Features include an 
ergonomic body, a tool-less 
blade-change system, and a 
blade ejection lever.

• FESTOOL T18 Easy Cord-
less Drill Plus Set — Expand 
your drilling capabilities 
with features like the new 
generation brushless EC-
TEC motor and electronic 
torque setting for precise 
screw driving and drilling 
wood or steel. A metal key-
less chuck allows for the 
use of most drill bits, from 
1⁄16”- to 1⁄2”-diameter.

• Porter-Cable 5” Ran-
dom Orbit Sander — This 
lightweight sander is ide-
al for surface preparation 
for smoothing seams and 
for removing paint, varnish 
and old coatings. Accepts 5” 
8-hole hook-and-loop paper.

• WoodRiver Panel Cart — 
Move large sheets of materi-
al from a truck bed or trailer 
to your table saw with mini-
mal effort using this handy 
cart. Tilting carriage and 
frame are adjustable.

Doors and other finishing 
options

Make exterior home doors 
and furniture the center of 
attention with colorful paint 
that brightens even cloudy 
days. Refresh the look of ga-
rage doors, porches, shut-
ters, railings, fences, and 
storage buildings with a new 
coat (and maybe color) of 
paint. 

• GENERAL FINISHES Milk 
Paint in 33 premixed colors 
works well for wood doors 
and furniture, as well as 
other structures. Be sure to 
add GENERAL FINISHES Ex-
terior 450 Varnish in satin, 
gloss, semi-gloss, or flat to 
enhance the milk paint’s du-
rability.

• GENERAL FINISHES Out-
door Oil Finish is ideal for 
exterior weather conditions 
and may be used over other 
brands of exterior oil stain 
or exterior clear oil finishes 
for additional protection.

• System Three Marine 
Spar Varnish is designed for 
exterior surfaces and pro-
vides long-lasting protec-
tion against water and ma-
rine environments.

• System Three Clear Ep-
oxy Sealer S-1 is a two-part 
clear, penetrating, water-
proof, epoxy sealer. It is 
completely waterproof and 
suitable for use above and 
below the waterline. 

• Waterlox Original Marine 
Finish and Original Marine 
Sealer: These premium tung 
oil-based products work to-
gether to penetrate and wa-
terproof wood that lives in 
the outdoors. Both go on 
easily with brush, lamb’s 
wool applicator, cloth roller, 
or a sprayer.

• U.C. Coatings Corpora-
tion Nano-Guard Premium 
Wood Sealer is a clear, non-
film forming sealer that al-
lows the wood to age natu-
rally without decay. It deeply 
penetrates the wood’s sur-
face to protect and stabilize 
wood against weather and 
caustic conditions.

• To apply coverings by 
hand, consider Redtree 
Onyx White China Bristle 
Brushes (solvent-based fin-
ishes) or Redtree Matey Syn-
thetic Bristle Brushes (wa-
ter-based finishes) available 
in three sizes.

• For spraying, the EAR-
LEX® Super Finish Max fea-
tures a built-in 450-watt 
sprayer, eliminating the 
need for a hose or motor 
to move around. Spray milk 
paint, chalk-style paint, la-
tex paint, enamels, primers, 
urethanes, stains, and var-
nishes.

 Woodcraft offers tips for spring home projects
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BIG BIG TRIPLE AAA

STORAGE

1825 S. Wolf Lake Road, Muskegon, MI
231-788-1066

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK...365 DAYS A YEAR!

Outdoor Units

$20 non refundable Administration Fee. Purchase lock for $15 or bring your own.
All units are fenced, lighted, equipped with video cameras and electronic keyed access with security gate

10x15........................................................ $75 mo.
10x20........................................................ $85 mo.
10x25...................................................... $105 mo.
10x30...................................................... $130 mo.
10x35...................................................... $150 mo.
10x40...................................................... $170 mo.

Climate Control
10x5.......................................................... $90 mo.
10x10...................................................... $150 mo.
10x15...................................................... $225 mo.

Heating & Cooling

Hart , MI   
adamsheatingcooling.com

231-873-2665

26% TAX CREDT AVAILABLE
THROUGH 2022

DELIA’S
STUMP REMOVAL

Residential • Commercial
Industrial • Municipalities

Licensed • Insured • Free Estimates

Kelly Delia • Hesperia, MI
Phone: 231-854-0516         Cell: 616-885-4051

• Affordable kitchen
   & bath remodeling

• Window replacement

• Free Estimates

We Do
Home Improvement

616-426-0860 | wedohome@yahoo.com

Call this month
to receive $200 OFF!

Spring is a season of re-
birth marked by flowers 
pushing through the soil and 
tender green leaf buds ap-
pearing on trees. 

As adults begin tinkering 
in their gardens and clear-
ing away the vestiges of an-
other winter, children also 
can get into the spring gar-
dening spirit — with a touch 
of whimsy mixed in. A fairy 
garden is the perfect project.

Fairies are mythical be-
ings of romance and folklore 
that appear in ancient sto-
ries passed down by various 
cultures. Diminutive in size, 
fairies are often depicted as 
spiritual or supernatural be-
ings in possession of magi-
cal powers who live in close 
proximity to mortals. Fair-
ies tap into the imaginations 
of children, who may be en-
ticed by fairies’ mischievous 
and/or magical attributes. A 

desire to capture fairies can 
inspire a great spring craft-
ing project. 

Fairy gardens can be con-
structed in just about any 
container and make an en-
chanting addition to a home 
landscape, patio or child’s 
bedroom. It’s easy to get 
started today.

Begin by collecting the ma-
terials needed. Materials will 
vary depending on each in-
dividual project, but some 
good suggestions include:

• a container, such as a 
flowerpot, basket, wine bar-
rel, or another vessel that 
will hold soil

• potting soil
• stones, pebbles and 

glass baubles
• pea gravel
• small plants, such as clo-

ver, moss and succulents
• twigs
• miniature garden acces-

sories and figures
Begin by filling the con-

tainer with the soil. Then ar-
range the plants as desired 
while still in their individual 
potting containers to get an 
idea of the layout. When the 
design is established, use 
a spoon or small trowel to 
plant the greenery. 

Now is the time when the 
whimsy can set in. The child 
can create a fairy home, a 
garden, walkways, and much 
more with natural materials. 
Many craft stores even sell 
ceramic and plastic fairy fur-
nishings. Gravel and stones 
can add color and extra ap-
peal. Some peat moss or 
trailing Spanish moss can 
serve as the finishing touch-
es. 

Once completed, it’s time 
to wait to see if the fairies 
will come for a visit.  

A spring craft combining 
fantasy and fun
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624 E. Colby St., Whitehall    894-9340

$3.00 OFF
A FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE

$10.00 OFF
A RADIATOR FLUSH

$5.00 OFF
AN AIR FILTER

$5.00 OFF
A PAIR OF WIPER BLADES  (Excluding BOSCH Icon Blades)

Millers Oil Lube Express

Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30
Sat. 8-1, Closed Monday

WE FEATURE

MILLERS OIL LUBE EXPRESS 624 E. COLBY ST., WHITEHALL
EXPIRES 06/30/22

MILLERS OIL LUBE EXPRESS 624 E. COLBY ST., WHITEHALL
EXPIRES 06/30/22

MILLERS OIL LUBE EXPRESS 624 E. COLBY ST., WHITEHALL
EXPIRES 06/30/22

MILLERS OIL LUBE EXPRESS 624 E. COLBY ST., WHITEHALL
EXPIRES 06/30/22

Pentwater, MI     231-869-5928

• Hydraulic & Mechanical
 Dredging, Hauling & Disposal
• Excavating
•  Steel, Rock & Vinyl Wall
 Installation & Repair
• Gravel Crushing
• Septic Systems
• Farm Agriculture Lime
• Dump or Spread
• Ditching
• Manuer Pit Digging
• Trenching & Piping
• Site Prep for new Buildings
• Shoreline Protection
• Heil Coils Installed
• Diesel Pile Driver
• 30 Ton Hydraulic Truck Crane

Let's Get R Done

Ken Adams & Sons Excavating

465 Ottawa
Muskegon  

231-726-5051   

WeberLumberCompany.com

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12 Noon

Decks • Pole Barns • Garages
Kitchens • Insulation

Packages for Everyone

EVERYTHING
for your

Spring  Projects!
10%

Cash & Carry

Discount

BE CONFIDENT
SHOP SMALL!
SHOP SAFE!

DELIVERY &
CURBSIDE
PICKUP

FREE
FREE

3832 W. 72nd St.  
Newaygo, MI 49337

(231) 924-7945   (231) 924-7946

3958 W. 72nd

Homeowners eagerly 
await the arrival of the warm 
weather so they can cast off 
the remnants of cabin fever 
and bask in the sunshine. 
However, as summer nears 
its dog days, the same sun 
homeowners once coveted 
can contribute to uncom-

fortable conditions in out-
door entertaining spaces.

Meteorologists at WHAS11 
in Kentucky took to their 
neighborhoods in July 2020 
to test just how hot surfac-
es can get in the sun dur-
ing peak daytime tempera-
tures. Concrete sitting in the 

sun almost all day reached 
a temperature of 134.7 F, 
while the same concrete in 
the shade clocked in at just 
under 80 F. When air tem-
peratures are around 90 F, 
unshaded concrete and as-
phalt can be 125 F and 140 
F, respectively. While wood 

decking may not be as hot as 
asphalt and concrete, it still 
can get steamy underfoot.

Homeowners who want 
to be able to enjoy their 
outdoor spaces in an array 
of temperatures can think 
about investing in shade so-
lutions. Sun-blocking ideas 

like awnings, shade trees 
and large umbrellas can help 
people enjoy their yards all 
day long.

• Canopy: A patio cano-
py is typically a freestand-
ing unit that can be installed 
over a patio or a deck. Some 
people prefer to bolt it down 
so it will not be knocked 
over in windy conditions. 
The fabric on the canopy can 
be removed during the off-
season, helping to improve 
its longevity.

• Awning: Awnings may 
be stationary or retractable. 
Many are installed directly 
onto a home and can cast 
shade on specific areas of 
outdoor entertaining spac-
es.

• Shade sail: Similar to an 
awning but a bit less struc-
turally rigid, shade sails are 
large pieces of triangular 
fabric installed over areas of 
a patio, pool or landscape, 
according to The Family 
Handyman. Shade sails are 
light and airy and can be 
customized. 

• Trees: A natural way to 

increase shade in a yard is 
to plant more shade trees. If 
sun glare is an issue all year 
long, and it’s not just the 
heat of the sun that is trou-
blesome, think about plant-
ing evergreen trees. Decidu-
ous cousins will drop their 
leaves in fall and only be 
effective during the warm 
weather.

• Patio umbrellas: Many 
umbrellas start at around 
$25. Umbrellas can be paired 
with patio tables, while sta-
tionary cantilever umbrel-
las sit out of the way on their 
own heavy-duty stands. A 
cantilever umbrella tends to 
provide more shade than pa-
tio table umbrellas.

• Curtains: Homeowners 
can block sunlight outdoors 
the way they do inside, of-
fers MSN. Hang curtains 
from the sides of canopies 
or between posts on a deck 
to provide shade and cozy 
spaces.

Shade is in high demand 
when the sun is hot. Options 
abound for making outdoor 
areas more comfortable.  

How to add shade to a deck or patio 
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10 YDS

$   275   
CALL

NOW AT   
Any tonnage over is $45 per ton over. Call for additional charges such as Tonnage, Miles and Fuel.

VISIT www.bulldogdumpstersmi.com

$   300   $   350   $   400   
Approx Size

18’Lx8’Wx3’H
Wt. Capacity: 1 ton

20 YDS
Approx Size

18’Lx8’Wx4’H
Wt. Capacity: 2 tons

30 YDS
Approx Size

22’Lx8’Wx6’H
Wt. Capacity: 3 tons

40 YDS
Approx Size

22’Lx8’Wx7’H
Wt. Capacity: 4 tons

Looking for a dumpster rental company that’s reputable 
and affordable? At Bulldog Dumpsters we make

dumpster rental simple, cost-effective and convenient

231-788-3000   

NEED A
DUMPSTER,

FAST?

Spring Cleaning
Begins with
Your Water

Walkerville Well...can get your spring cleaning 
started with a complete water system check up.
• Well & pump servicing, repair & installations.
• Save your pump with pressure tank checks,
 service & replacement.
• Diagnosis & repair of water pressure problems.
• Complete system start up services available
 for summer home owners.

Now 78 Years
and Four

Generations!

WALKERVILLE
 WELL DRILLING

& SUPPLY CO.

175 West Main St., Walkerville, MI 49459 

Call (231) 873-2317
or www.walkervillewelldrilling.com

 to schedule your water system check-up
info@walkervillewelldrilling.com

When was the last time you had 
your Water System Checked?

Prices are good through  06-30-22 while supplies lastDowntown Hart       231-873-5687

12V & 12/24V
JUMP STARTERS

CHARGE IT
BATTERY

CHARGERS

SOR ES6000
12V JUMP STARTER
• 3000 Peak Amps
• 54” Cable Length
• #4 Gauge Cable      

SOR ES1224
12/24V JUMP STARTER
• 3000/1500 Peak Amps
• 60” Cable Length
• #2 Gauge Cable      

$345

$489

SOR 4506 -
6/12V, 6/2A
• Automatic Operation
• LED Display
• Smart Clamp
 Technology

SOR 4512 -
12V, 12/6/2A
• Digital Display
• Forced Start
• Charges all
 Battery Types

SOR 4520 -
12V, 20/10/2A
• Digital Display
• Maintenance
 Mode
• Forced Start

$5099

$7199

$8599

A well-manicured lawn 
adds undeniable curb ap-
peal to a property. Hom-

eowners who take pride in 
their lawns should know 
that they can take that pride 

all the way to the bank, as 
investing in a pristine lawn 
can provide a significant re-

turn at resale.
A 2019 report from the 

real estate experts at Home-
Light found that a $268 
investment in lawn care 
service can add $1,211 at re-
sale. That’s a 352 percent re-
turn on investment.

Homeowners can capital-
ize on a pristine lawn even 
further by tending to their 
own lawns. Crabgrass is one 
lawn problem that can com-
promise the look of an other-
wise lush lawn. Thankfully, 
crabgrass can be controlled 
without much effort.

Identifying crabgrass
Crabgrass is a weed that 

grows in areas of a lawn that 
are bare or where the grass 
is thin. Crabgrass gets its 
name from its appearance, 
as it grows from the cen-
ter outward and mimics the 
look of crab legs emerging 
from the center shell.

The growth of crabgrass
The University of Minne-

sota Extension notes that 
crabgrass is an annual plant. 
That means a crabgrass in-
festation that’s problematic 
once the  mercury rises in 
the summer will die out in 
late fall or early winter. But 
crabgrass germinates in the 
spring, so homeowners will 
want to take steps to prevent 
it long before it becomes an 
eyesore in summer.

How to corral crabgrass
The UME notes that ap-

plication of a pre-emergent 
herbicide before crabgrass 
seeds can germinate is an ef-
fective way to eliminate it. 
The timing of that applica-
tion can be tricky, as jump-
ing the gun and applying 
the herbicide too early can 
prove fruitless. The same 
goes for applying herbicides 
too late. Crabgrass will likely 
still grow if the herbicide is 
applied too early or too late. 
UME recommends applying 
a pre-emergent herbicide 
when soil temperatures ap-

proach 55 F.
Home Depot notes that a 

chemical treatment may be 
applied after crabgrass has 
already grown in, but this 
option requires careful ap-
plication to avoid killing sur-
rounding healthy grass.

Crabgrass can be pulled 
out by hand, but such an 
approach can be physically 
daunting. That’s especially 
so because crabgrass thrives 
when the weather is hot and 
dry. So homeowners who 
intend to pull crabgrass by 
hand can decrease their risk 
of dehydration or heat-relat-
ed illness by drinking plen-
ty of water and pulling the 
grass during  early morning 
or evening hours when the 
sun is lower and tempera-
tures are more mild.

Crabgrass can compro-
mise the look of an other-
wise healthy lawn. But vari-
ous strategies can eliminate 
crabgrass and restore a lawn 
without much effort on the 
part of homeowners.  

How to corral a crabgrass infestation
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 Be ready when spring ar-
rives to get busy sprucing 
up your home’s exterior and 
its outdoor living space. In-
vest family time to envision 
which projects would trans-
form it into a more orga-
nized, inviting retreat from 
the hustle and bustle of ev-
eryday life.

Do doors, door frames, 
porches/railings, gates, 
decks, patios, and outbuild-
ings need to be cleaned, 

repaired, repainted or re-
placed? Do you need more 
furniture, flower boxes or 
play equipment like corn-
hole boards?

Once a project list is made, 
visit your local Woodcraft 
store, go online at wood-
craft.com, or use a Wood-
craft catalog and call 800-
225-1153 to stock up on all 
the tools, materials and sup-
plies you need. Woodcraft 
store employees can help 

with advice about products 
and projects, technical sup-
port is available at 800-535-
4486, and woodcraft.com 
offers how-to articles and 
videos.

Woodcraft Magazine Clas-
sic Project Plans make it easy 
to build the inviting Swing 
Bed (pictured), as well as 
picnic tables, benches, hand 
grill carts, potting bench-
es, Adirondack chairs, and 
much more. 

Restoring Outdoor Proj-
ects, a Woodcraft blog, of-
fers tips to make Adiron-
dack chairs and other wood 
pieces and structures look 
new again. Download the 
free PDF at https://www.
woodcraft.com/blog_en-
tries/restoring-outdoor-
projects.

Cleanup & Repairs
Howard Clean-A-Finish 

Wood Soap easily breaks 
down grease, grime and wax 
on all wood surfaces. It ef-
fectively cleans without am-
monia or bleach by using a 
traditional blend of gentle 
yet powerful, natural soaps. 
Use it also on plastics, up-
holstery, carpet and vinyl.

Blue Bear Paint and Ure-
thane Stripper (SOY-Gel™) 
is Franmar Chemical’s effec-
tive, effortless and odorless 
coating remover made from 
soybeans and natural ele-
ments.

Briwax ChaiRX is an easy 
solution for repairing loose 
chair joints. Inject ChaiRX 
into a small hole you drill 
in the joint, and the thin 
unique formulation will pen-
etrate the wood cells to per-
manently swell the joints 
and bond them together. In 
12 hours, the chair will be 
wiggle-free. For other gluing 
tasks, consider Titebond III 
Ultimate Waterproof Glue, 
a waterproof adhesive de-
signed for interior and ex-
terior use that has superior 
strength, is unaffected by 
finishes, and cleans up with 

water.

Building 
For layout tasks, pick 

the Pinnacle Combination 
Square – blade, square head 
and center finder. The 12” 
blade features extra fine 
graduations in 8ths, 16ths 
and 32nds. Combination 
head has a scribe and spirit 
level.

Saw wood to size with the 
Festool CARVEX PS 420 EBQ-
PLUS Jigsaw that can cut up 
to 43⁄4” wood beams, as 
well as aluminum and steel. 
The Razorsaw Ryoba hand-
saw from Gyokucho, also a 
powerful cutting tool, has 
ripping and crosscutting 
teeth on opposite sides and 
an adjustable pivot point for 
angled cutting in tight spac-
es.

Norton Hand Sanding Kits 
cover most sanding chores. 
Detail Sander fits well in 
hard-to-reach places. Finish-
ing Block Sander makes gen-
eral sanding quick and com-
fortable.

The Montana Brand 4-in-1 
Drill and Driver comes in a 
10-piece set that includes all 
you will need to drive #6, #8, 
#10, and #12 screws. Add 
the Montana Brand 3-Piece 
HD Self-Centering Plug Cut-
ter Set – unique in the wood-
working industry – and you 
are ready to build in the out-
doors.  

For fastening, consider the 
handy Freeman 23-Gauge 1” 
Pinner & 2” Brad Nailer Com-
bo Kit.  

Finishing
If color is a factor in paint-

ing an outdoor project, se-
lect General Finishes Milk 
Paint, available in 33 colors. 
This high-tech, water-based 
acrylic paint is durable, easy 
to apply and rated for inte-
rior and exterior use. Col-
ors may be mixed or used 
with General Finishes wa-
ter-based Glazes and Wood 
Stains to create decorative 
finishes and effects.

Other coverings for out-
door projects include: 

• General Finishes Exterior 
450 Varnish is for outdoor 
use. UV absorbers minimize 
fading, and mildewcides 
help retard mold and fungus 
growth. It is ready to sand in 
one hour.

• System Three Marine 
Spar Varnish is a urethane-
enhanced film finish formu-
lated to protect against the 
harshest salt water and ma-
rine environments, as well as 
protect outdoor projects.

To apply coverings by 
hand, consider Redtree 
Onyx White China Bristle 
Brushes (solvent-based fin-
ishes) or Redtree Matey Syn-
thetic Bristle Brushes (water-
based finishes).

For spraying, the 
HOMERIGHT Super Finish 
Max features a built-in 450-
watt sprayer, eliminating the 
need for a hose or motor to 
move around. Spray milk 
paint, chalk-style paint, latex 
paint, enamels, primers, ure-
thanes, stains and varnishes.  

Streamline your outdoor living/dining/playing area
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and residential properties 

across Muskegon and 
Oceana Counties
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Backyard barbecue es-
sentials (564 words, US, UK, 
CAN)

Summer barbecue season 
has arrived, and this season 
may be an especially active 
one. 

Many summer barbecues 
were called off in 2020 as 
the world continued to con-

front the COVID-19 pan-
demic. But as the number of 
fully vaccinated adults rises 
across the United States and 
Canada, outdoor gatherings 
like backyard barbecues are 
much safer than they were a 
year ago. That bodes well for 
backyard barbecue enthusi-
asts who can’t wait to cook 
their favorite foods over an 

open flame.
Since so many backyard 

gatherings were canceled 
last year, now may be a great 
time to revisit the essential 
components that make bar-
becues such a beloved sum-
mertime tradition.

• Furniture: In early 
spring, fully vaccinated in-
dividuals were given the go-

ahead to gather mask-free 
with fully vaccinated people 
from other households. That 
was a relief for people who 
are itching to spend time 
with family and friends af-
ter more than a year apart. 
If you’re planning to host 
a backyard barbecue this 
summer, inspect your out-
door furniture for wear and 
tear, especially if you did 
not bother to take it out of 
the garage last summer. A 
thorough cleaning might be 
in order. Many outdoor fur-
niture retailers have replen-
ished their inventory since 
last summer, when supply 
chains were interrupted by 
the pandemic. So if your ex-
isting furniture has seen bet-
ter days, now is the time to 
replace it.

• Food: Ask guests if they 
have any food allergies pri-
or to the barbecue. Let it be 
known that anyone with a 
food allergy can bring their 
own foods without fear of 
offending hosts. If some-
one does have an allergy, set 

aside some freshly cleaned 
dishes for them in the days 
before the party. Make sure 
those dishes are not kept 
alongside other serving dish-
es so guests have uncontam-
inated plates and cutlery to 
use when they arrive. When 
planning the menu for peo-
ple without food allergies, 
don’t forget traditional fare 
like hamburgers and hot 
dogs. Such foods might not 
be fancy, but they will lend a 
little normalcy to the festivi-
ties. And be sure to stock up 
on supplies for s’mores so 
everyone can finish the night 
off with a delicious dessert 
around the firepit.

• Games: A new cornhole 
set, some frisbees and even 
a few extra baseball mitts 
and baseballs can ensure ev-
eryone has something to do 
in between hamburgers. If 
you have the room in your 
backyard, set up a wiffle ball 
field and encourage willing 
guests to make teams and 
play a game of wiffle ball.

• Audio/visual entertain-

ment: An outdoor mov-
ie screen or television and 
some surround sound 
speakers can allow those 
interested to watch a game 
during the barbecue. If yours 
is more of a musical crowd, 
some Bluetooth speakers 
around the backyard set to 
a relaxing summer playlist 
can help to establish the per-
fect backyard barbecue am-
biance.

• Miscellaneous items: 
Many adults are fully vacci-
nated, but the vaccine had 
yet to be approved for kids 
under 16 as recently as mid-
spring. If families with kids 
under 16 will be coming 
over, purchase extra masks 
to keep kids safe. It’s also 
a good idea to stock up on 
hand sanitizer and make it 
available in the backyard as 
well as inside near doorways 
and in bathrooms. 

As summer hits full swing, 
now is a great time for hom-
eowners to revisit the essen-
tials for throwing a backyard 
barbecue to remember.  

Backyard barbecue essentials
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Beautiful landscaping can 
add instant curb appeal 
to a property. But beauty 
isn’t the only thing that 
makes idyllic landscaping 
attractive to homeown-
ers. Some landscaping 
features, such as shade 
trees, save homeown-
ers money while adding 
aesthetic appeal.
The U.S. Department of 
Energy notes that shading 
is the most cost-effective 
way to reduce solar heat 
gain in a home. Shading 
also cuts air conditioning 
costs, which tend to be 
expensive in areas with 
warm, humid climates. In 
fact, the DOE notes that 
well-planned landscapes 
can reduce unshaded 
homes’ air conditioning 
costs by anywhere from 
15 to 50 percent.
When planting shade 
trees, one of the first 
decisions homeowners 
will need to make is which 
type of tree, deciduous or 
evergreen, they want to 
plant. Deciduous trees are 
those that seasonally shed 
their leaves, while ever-
greens are trees that keep 
their leaves throughout 

the year. Deciduous trees 
can help keep homes cool 
in the summer by block-
ing sun, and those same 
trees can be beneficial in 
winter after they shed their 
leaves by letting the sun in 
and keeping homes warm. 
But evergreens also can 
be beneficial in winter by 
blocking wind, potentially 

preventing cold air from 
making its way into a 
home through cracks in 
walls or around windows.
When planting shade 
trees, techniques vary 
depending on which type 
of tree homeowners ulti-
mately choose to plant.

Planting deciduous trees

The DOE says that 
deciduous trees that are 
between six and eight feet 
tall when planted will be-
gin shading the windows 
of a home within a year of 
being planted. Depend-
ing on the species of the 
plant and the home, those 
same deciduous trees 
may begin shading the 
roof within five to 10 years 
of being planted. When 
planting deciduous trees, 
homeowners should keep 
these tips in mind.
• Plant trees to the south 

of the home. When 
planted to the south of the 
home, deciduous trees 
can screen between 70 
and 90 percent of the 
summer sun while still 
allowing residents to feel 
summer breezes.
• Consider sun angles. 
Homeowners who want to 
shade their homes from 
low afternoon sun angles 
should plant trees with 
crowns that are lower to 
the ground on the west 
side of their homes.
• Cool air before it reaches 
your home. Shrubs and 
groundcover plants can be 
planted to cool air before it 
reaches a home.

Evergreen trees

Planting evergreens to 
block wind is known as 
“windbreaking,” which 
lowers the wind chill near 

a home. Wind also can 
be used to cool a home 
in summer. But these 
benefits can only be real-
ized when evergreens are 
strategically planted.
• Location, location, loca-
tion: The DOE advises 
planting evergreen trees 
to the north and northwest 
of the home to stop wind. 
In addition, to get the most 
bang for your windbreak-
ing buck, the distance 
between the home and 

windbreak should be two 
to five times the height of 
the mature tree.
• Plant trees on either side 
of the house. Planting 
trees on either side of the 
house will direct cooling 
winds toward the home in 
the summer.
Shade trees can help 
homeowners reduce their 
energy bills, making them 
valuable and attractive ad-
ditions to any landscape. 

Tips when planting shade trees
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Spring is a season of reju-
venation, and that spirit of 
renewal can take hold inside 
a home. 

Warm weather and lon-
ger hours of daylight make 
spring a perfect time to 
imagine a home’s interior 

design in a new light. The 
following are a handful of 
decor ideas that may inspire 
homeowners to give their 

homes an entirely new look 
this spring.

• Wallpaper: Wallpaper 
fell out of favor years ago, 

but new styles that aren’t so 
heavily patterned can make 
for wonderful additions to 
any room. Large-scale prints 
can give a room a whole 
new feel without giving ho-
meowners or their guests 
the impression that they 
have stepped back in time. 
A simple, mural-style floral 
wallpaper on the walls sur-
rounding a table in a break-
fast nook can bring nature 
inside.

• Pastel colors: Nothing 
embodies the spring quite 
like pastel colors. If color-
ful, bright flowers dot the 
garden in the backyard, ho-
meowners can bring those 
uplifting pastels inside by 
painting an accent wall or 
even adding some brightly 
colored accent furniture to 
rooms that could use a lift.

• Declutter: Clutter is of-
ten conquered during spring 
cleaning sessions, but ho-
meowners who want to cre-
ate more free-flowing inte-
rior spaces can downsize 
their furniture and/or look 

for multipurpose features 
that make it hard for clutter 
to take over a room. Create 
more open space in enter-
taining areas by mounting 
the television and getting 
rid of a bulky entertain-
ment center. Create even 
more space by replacing 
rarely used end tables with 
a storage ottoman where 
books and magazines can be 
stored to give a room a fresh, 
clean look.

• Accent features: Some-
times the smallest changes 
to an interior space make 
the biggest impression. Re-
place dated accents like 
vases and table lamps with 
newer items that reflect 
the latest styles and trends. 
Such adjustments won’t 
break the bank, and they can 
give rooms a whole new feel.

Spring is a great time to 
reconsider home interiors. 
This spring homeowners can 
embrace various strategies, 
both big and small, to give 
their homes a whole new 
feel. 

Decor ideas to give homes a fresh look this spring
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Perennials can add color 
and vibrancy to any garden. 
One of the more desirable 
components of perennials is 
that they come back year af-
ter year, meaning homeown-
ers do not have to invest in a 
gardenful of new flowers ev-
ery year. That can add up to 
considerable savings. Peren-
nials often form the founda-
tion of beautiful gardens. 

Annuals only grow for 
one season, produce seeds 
and then die. However, pe-
rennials die back to the 
ground every autumn and 

their roots survive the win-
ter. So the plants reemerge 
in the spring, according 
to The Farmer’s Almanac. 
Some perennials are short-
lived, meaning they will 
come back a few consecu-
tive years; others will last 
for decades.

Though planted perenni-
als require less maintenance 
than annuals, they are not 
completely maintenance-
free. Certain care is needed 
to help perennials thrive, 
and that starts with the 
soil. In fact, soil is the sin-

gle most important factor 
for growing healthy plants. 
Penn State Extension says 
most perennials grow ide-
ally in well drained, fertile 
soil with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. 
In addition, organic matter 
can improve soil texture and 
water-holding ability.

When including perenni-
als in the garden, make sure 
you wait for the right time to 
plant them. The ideal time is 
during the spring or fall. Pe-
rennials come as container-
grown perennials, which al-
ready have been established 

in the soil. Bare-root peren-
nials are just roots that are 
often packed in peat moss. 
In order to plant bare-root 
perennials, soak the roots 
in water for several minutes 
before gently planting in the 
ground, indicates the how-
to resource Tip Bulletin.

Perennials should be wa-
tered deeply, especially dur-
ing the first growing season. 
However, the soil should 
never be overly dry or wet. 
Most perennials do not need 
to be fertilized heavily. A 
single application in the 

spring typically is all that’s 
needed.

Care along the way can 
include deadheading spent 
flowers so that plants can 
use their energy on seed 
production and reblooming. 
Perennials should be divid-
ed when they grow large, ev-
ery three to four years when 
the plants are not in bloom. 
Perennials produce fewer 
flowers or may look sickly 
when the time has passed 
to divide them. Early spring 
often is a good time to di-
vide perennials, advises The 

Farmer’s Almanac.
A thick layer of mulch can 

help perennials to overwin-
ter successfully. Perennials 
planted in containers will 
need to be transplanted into 
the garden before it gets 
cold because most contain-
ers cannot thoroughly insu-
late perennial roots.

Apart from these strate-
gies, perennials pretty much 
take care of themselves. As 
long as sunlight require-
ments match plant needs, 
the perennials should 
thrive. 

How to care for perennials
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231-894-9760 • www.scheidphc.com

Local & Trusted Full Service Plumbing & Heating & Cooling

Energy-efficiency products may include:
• Heating system tune-up or replacement
• High efficiency water heater
• ENERGY STAR® refrigerator
• Energy-efficient lighting
• Home weatherization services

Services are based on funding availability, your gas and electric service and specifics of the equipment in your home. For other terms 
and conditions please speak to a participating organization. Energy saving products are dependent on DTE account type and eligibility.  
You may also qualify if if your household income is at or below 200% percent of the federal poverty guidelines you may qualify (Your 
active enrollment in the Low Income Self Sufficiency Plan or other state low-income public assistance programs (SNAP, WIC, etc.) 

DTE  along with the County of Muskegon and Scheid Plumbing Heating & Cooling is offering you 
ways to lower your monthly bill and make your home more energy efficient!

You may qualify for FREE energy efficiency products and services with help through DTE’s Energy 
Efficiency Assistance (EEA) program.
As a participant in the program you may be eligible to receive multiple energy efficient products to 
help reduce your monthly energy bill and make your home more comfortable, all at no cost to you. 

Contact Scheid Plumbing, Heating & Cooling To see ifYou are eligible for DTE’s EEA program.

If your household income is at or below 
200% percent of the federal poverty 

guidelines you may qualify
Your active enrollment in the Low Income Self Sufficiency Plan

or other state low-income public assistance programs
(SNAP, WIC, etc.) also may qualify you.

AVE MONEY
& ENERGY

               WITH OUR LIMITED INCOME
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Twin Lake
GREENHOUSE

  Opening May 1st

SPRING ANNUALS  •  PERENNIALS 

HANGING BASKETS  •  POTTED PLANTS  •  SOIL 

We’re ready for spring... are you?

We have everything 
you need to get your  

garden started!

5085 HOLTON RD.  TWIN LAKE, MI

  231-828-4042



15SPRING EDITION APRIL 2022

15

Preferred 
Lawn Care

Preferred 
Lawn Care

Your Single Source for Infinite Solutions

OFFERING:
Full Lawn Care Services
 Mowing 
 Bed maintenance
 Pruning
 Spring and Fall clean-up
 Fertilizer 
 Aeration 
 Dethatching 
Pest Control
 Mosquitoes Grubs 
 Spiders  Fleas/Ticks 
 Ants   and MORE! 

Hardscaping
 Outdoor kitchens
 Patios
 Retaining walls
Landscaping
 Mulch 
 Plants 
 Landscape design
Machine Work
 Driveway grading
 Dirt work
 Yard installation
Snow Removal

Your home deserves the best! 
Trust the professionals at...

2471 Whitehall Rd.   |   North Muskegon   |  231-766-0006
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SUPER SALE
Friday, April 22 - Sunday, May 1

“THE BEST RV SHOW IN WEST MICHIGAN”

Spring Super
Sale • Travel Trailers

• Toy Haulers

• 5th Wheels

• Flatbeds

• Cargo Trailers

Financing Available • Trades Welcome!
Lowe’s Home Improvement Center

Muskegon US 31 & Sherman South Side
Monday-Saturday 10am-8pm, Sunday 12-4pm

LOWEST
PRICES
EVER!

RV

FREE Starter Kit & 3 FREE Weeks of Camping
included with every purchase

2300 E. Broadway
www.cliffstrailersales.com 231-739-1474


