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Your First Responders at Work
Answering The Call:

Mason County Rural Fire Authority

Branch Fire Station #25 • Custer Fire Station #23
Fountain Fire Station #27 • Free Soil-Meade Fire Station #28

Grant Fire Station #37 • Riverton Fire Station #26
Scottville Fire Station #21
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1001 Diana Street, Ludington, MI 49431 • 231-845-5185
www.oakviewmcf.com

We thank the First Responders for always
putting our community first!

Ludington
Lock & Key

“Security for Your Peace of Mind”

Serving Ludington, Manistee, and
Oceana Counties in Michigan
231-843-3754  |  877-372-1100
502 N. William St., Ludington, MI 49431

Local Heroes: A Grateful Salute
to First Responder Excellence. Thank You!
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In a world where uncertainty often pre-
vails, there are those who stand strong, 
ready to respond at a moment’s notice. 
These individuals are the heartbeat of our 
community, the ones who rush toward dan-
ger when others might instinctively flee. 
They are our local first responders – the em-
bodiment of courage, dedication, and self-
lessness.

We are thrilled to introduce our new First 
Responders section, a heartfelt tribute to 
the remarkable individuals who put their 
lives on the line every day to ensure our 
safety. Through this section, we aim to illu-
minate the often-unseen sacrifices they and 
their families make, providing a glimpse 
into the challenges and triumphs that de-
fine their unique journey.

Our First Responders section is more than 
just a collection of stories; it’s a celebration 
of resilience and commitment. We’ll be fea-
turing local first responders from several 
of the communities our newspapers serve 
in west Michigan – the police officers, fire-
fighters, paramedics, and emergency medi-
cal technicians who serve as the backbone 
of our communities. By sharing their expe-
riences, we hope to bridge the gap between 
their heroic endeavors and the lives they 
lead beyond the call of duty.

Through candid interviews and heart-
warming narratives, we’ll explore the daily 
life of a first responder, their motivations, 
the hurdles they face, and the moments of 
pride that keep them going. We’ll also turn 
the spotlight to their families, acknowledg-

ing the unwavering support that stands be-
hind these courageous individuals. From 
late-night emergency calls to missed fam-
ily gatherings, we aim to shed light on the 
challenges they embrace with unwavering 
resolve.

We know this is a small sampling of the 
many men and women who put on the uni-
form. They’re representative of so many 
more who sacrifice in their own way to pro-
tect all of us every single day.

None of this would have been possible 
without the support of our local business 
community that recognizes the significance 
of honoring our first responders. We ex-
tend our deepest gratitude to the business-
es that stepped up to make this section a 
reality and we encourage our readers to do 

the same. Their commitment to spotlight-
ing these everyday heroes is a testament to 
the strong bond that ties our communities 
together.

As we embark on this new journey of ap-
preciation and recognition, we invite you, 
our readers, to join us in celebrating the 
true heroes among us. Through these sto-
ries of sacrifice and dedication, we hope to 
inspire a renewed sense of unity and grati-
tude. Let’s come together to honor the first 
responders who exemplify the very best of 
humanity.

 — Mike Hrycko
Publisher
Shoreline Media

Introducing Our New First Responders Section: 
Honoring Heroes and Their Families
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A Big Thank You to First Responders!

308 S. Rowe, Ludington      231-845-6841
http://ludingtonseniorcenter.org

Stop in and see what’s new, or read a copy of our monthly newsletter!
A digital copy can be accessed on our Facebook page.

Outdoor activities. Come join in on the fun, ages 50 and up!

• Simplify your life to live more fully
• Matter of Balance Classes
• Painting and Craft Classes
• Tax Credits
• Medicare/Medicaid Assistance
• Exercise Classes - Cardio Drumming, Tai Chi, Zumba,
  Yoga, Stretch/Fit, Line Dancing, Enhance Fitness
• Clubs - Coin, Walking, Garden
• Grief Support Group
• Trips
• Educational Programs
• Fun in-door activities
• BOOM Shop, showcasing
 local artists and artisans
• Essential Oils
• Kayaking
• Cards/Games

The Ludington
Senior Center
Vitality at its best!
“Keeping Seniors Active and Independent”
Providing Activities for Healthier Living

THANK YOU

When You Need Us 
We’ll Be There

231-725-2777
www.CallLascko.com

TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS

for your unending dedication to keeping
our communities safe.our communities safe.

By mADIson LAJEWsKI
BEacon STaff wRiTER

Native to Ravenna, Nicholas Phillipo 
moved to Blue Lake Township to be-
gin his career in fire seven years ago. 
His interest in fire safety began after 
learning about it from a close friend.

“One of my good friends, Richard 
Whelpley is in the fire department as 
well,” Phillipo said. “I was hanging out 
with him one day when he got called 
out and it just started from there.”

In 2022, Phillipo’s hard work and 
commitment to serving the commu-
nity was honored by receiving the 
award for firefighter of the year.

“My favorite thing about my job is 
helping people and making a differ-
ence in everyone’s lives,” said Phillipo.

One of the many activities Phillipo 

enjoys organizing and helping with 
are youth events.

“As a fire department, we do mul-
tiple community things for the scout 
camps around us,” Phillipo said. 
“When all the scouts are in sessions, 
we do a lot of events with them and 
show them the trucks. I also set up 
a thing at Oak Knoll Family Camp-
ground where the kids who are camp-
ing get to check out the trucks and 
stuff like that. We’re trying to get kids 
interested in joining in the future and 
helping them understand a better 
way to protect themselves in case an 
emergency arises.”

In addition to achieving firefighter 
of the year, he also was the top re-
sponder in 2022 by the number of 
calls he went on.

“He’s a top responder with our de-

partment,” Blue Lake Township Dep-
uty Fire Chief Joseph Knop said. “He’s 
been quite active in our training pro-
gram, as well as our duty shift pro-
gram. That’s when we do our truck 
checks that get done once a month, 
there are six or seven trucks.

“He’s recently taken out of service 
fire hoses and made them for kids to 
use during our firefighter challenge. 
He’s helped develop the firefighter 
challenge for kids to get them excited 
about some

of the things that we do.”
Phillipo takes pride in his communi-

ty and the work he does to protect it.
“I moved here from Ravenna,” said 

Phillipo. “It’s home to me. I’d like to 
serve my community, and protect the 
people and the community around 
us.”

Blue Lake Township firefighter 
honored to serve his community
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We support our
First responders

Police • Fire • eMS
heroes live among us!
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By DAVID L. BARBER
SPEcial To ThE daily nEwS

MANISTEE — In the not too distant fu-
ture, Sgt. Steven Schmeling will walk into 
the sunset — the same hometown sunset 
that’s teased him all his life.

After nearly 30 years of wearing the 
badge of the Manistee Police Department, 
the 52-year-old hometown boy will retire.

“Life is good and I’m ready to retire 
– probably after the first of the year,” 
said the 1989 graduate of Manistee High 
School. “I’ll miss a lot of it. I’ll miss the 
camaraderie that we have. I’ll miss seeing 
people out in the community. I grew up 
here and I never left.”

Sitting at a picnic table at the Fifth Av-
enue Beach — a place where he finds 
solace and silence — the soft-talking, al-
ways-smiling law enforcement officer re-
flected on his career and what it means to 
be a first responder.

“Being a first responder can take it out 
of you,” he said, all but whispering. “We 
see horrible things — things that we don’t 
let anybody else to see, ever, and it takes 
a toll on us. After years of not just deal-
ing with criminals, but with the other as-
pects of the job such as saving lives — or 
seeing lives being taken, or not being able 
to help a child — all those things take a 
toll on you and they’ll catch up with you.

“That’s why it’s important that we have 
a good core of people who we can sit 
down and talk with. A lot of departments 
now days will provide their employees 
with people they can seek out — counsel-
ors, and that’s really important, too.”

Over the years Schmeling has diligent-
ly built a resume of leadership and or-
ganizational skills that have served him 

— and the community he serves — well. 
Included in that career-long training pro-
cess was attending Staff and Command 
Executive Leadership Training at North-
western University in 2002; earning a 
bachelor’s degree in management orga-
nization development at Spring Arbor 
University in 2006; completing the pres-
tigious National Executive Leadership 
Training at the FBI National Academy in 
Virginia in 2007; earning has master’s 
degree in organizational management at 
Spring Arbor University in 2008; under-
going extensive firefighting and Hazmat 
training with the Fire Fighters Training 
Council in Big Rapids in 2010 and 2013; 
becoming a licensed Emergency Medical 
Technician in 2016; and more.

Police work, he will tell you, and be-
coming a dependable first responder, is a 
matter of continued education.

“The FBI National Academy brings a lot 
of executive leadership people togeth-
er,” he said. “It’s about making good con-
tacts and as a result, we stay in contact 
a lot. Leadership is important, that’s why 
I went back to school, to get my bache-
lor’s degree and master’s degree in or-
ganizational management. I think that’s 
important to utilize your experience, 
your training and your education in those 
leadership fields so you can provide 
(your team) with what they need, and 
then trust that they are then going to do 
their job and do it well.

“Leadership, especially in a small com-
munity, can make you or break you. For-
tunately things are going well for us and 
we get good community support — that’s 
big for us. I think the majority of people 
in Manistee really support us and we take 
pride in that.”

Schmeling also talked about the gener-
ational continuity he’s grown up with in 
his hometown, something he says makes 
Manistee the close-knit community it has 
been over the years.

“When I first started I was 22 and I 
knew everyone who was about my same 
age,” he said. “I dealt with them, I dealt 
with their kids and as I continued my ca-
reer, I started to deal with their kids’ kids. 
The good thing is that when I go and deal 
with those people, they know me and 
they know I’ve grown up with them. I’ve 
made good friendships with them and 
they respect that. That’s really important 
if you can work in your own hometown 
— it has some advantages and some dis-
advantages.”

Schmeling said while law enforcement 
has changed considerably over the years, 
he still would encourage others to con-
sider becoming such a public servant.

“For the people who are just starting 
in law enforcement, this can be a rough 
job — this isn’t an easy path to follow,” 
he said. “(But the truth is) the younger 
people who are coming in aren’t neces-
sarily looking at this as a career like when 
we started … when we’d go some place, 
we knew that we were going to stay there. 
This, at one time, was a really fun job and 
it was very well respected — people re-
spected authority — but now it’s turned 
around. And though it’s not all bad, the 
respect for authority is really not there 
and it’s just the way things have changed 
in the world — it’s a sad situation. It’s a 
hard job to get into nowadays.

“When I first started I think there were 
like 75 or 80 people who applied, now 
we’re lucky if we get just a couple of ap-
plicants. It’s just not a profession that ev-

eryone wants to go into and that’s sad be-
cause we have a good community here.”

And if the job of being a police officer 
has changed significantly over the years, 
there is one part of that Schmeling still 
enjoys — meeting people.

“I enjoy talking with people,” he said. 
“Being one of the senior people here, I 
feel like I want to make sure everybody 
goes home safe and I want to make sure 
everyone is mentally and physically fit 
for their job, because sometimes when 
you see things like car accidents and 
deaths it can take a toll on you.

“I like to spend time with people and 
talk with them if they’re having a bad 
day. I’ll take as much time, as possible, to 
talk with somebody.”

In looking forward to walking off into 
the sunset, Schmeling reflects on all 
those sunsets and sunrises — and all 
those hours in between — he saw in the 
past.

“My favorite time was the summer I 
spent on foot patrol and I’d be down at 
the beaches (to talk with the people),” 
he said. “I got out to talk to people in the 
stores and seeing people walking down-
town and on the riverwalk was amazing.

“That’s what I like to do and that’s what 
I think is important in a small town is to 
get involved with your community, which 
I encourage our younger officers to do 
– get into a service club, or get into the 
schools and go watch sporting events.

“Be seen, show them that you care,” 
he said. “You’ll be amazed that once you 
start getting involved with different orga-
nizations, how much fun it is to be doing 
something good for your community.”

Police Sgt. Schmeling: 
‘Show them that you care’
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5862 W. US 10
LUDINGTON 

231.843.2188

Heroes in Action:
Applauding First Responders’

Remarkable Commitment.

Thank you

www.sherwinwilliams.com

DELIA’S
STUMP REMOVAL

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Municipalities
Licensed • Insured • Free Estimates

Kelly Delia • Hesperia, MI
Phone: 231-854-0516 • Cell: 616-885-4051

Thank You to all First Responders!

CoURtEsy photo

Manistee Police Dept. Sgt. Steve Schmeling with 4-year-old granddaughter Stella Newman.

We salute the first 
responding heroes here 

and everywhere for 
their brave service to 

our communities!

990 Industrial Park Dr., Whitehall, MI 49461 231-894-9760
v

PARTS, TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

LUDINGTON NAPA –

751 Parts Co. • 3351 WEST US 10, LUDINGTON • 231-845-1221

Supports our Local Heroes
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THANK 
YOU

FOR
YOUR

SERVICE

1204 S. Lake St., Whitehall

White Lake Eagles
Aerie #3214

By KEnDRA gILChRIst
daily nEwS inTERn

Fountain Area Fire Chief 
Jeremy Goble has been fire-
fighting for 27 years.

Ever since his two broth-
ers died in a Mason County 
house fire in 1977, Goble 
knew he wanted to serve the 
community as a firefighter 
to help prevent losses like 
what he suffered.

“That was one of my mo-
tivational pushes to try and 
help out where I could so 
other families didn’t have 
to go through similar,” said 
Goble, who has an extensive 
background in emergency 
services.

Goble is a licensed EMT 
and has a degree in law en-

forcement, along with be-
ing a fire chief. Working as 
a first responder is a de-
manding commitment that 
takes its toll on many as-
pects of their lives. Goble 
explained that he dedicates 
a lot of time and energy to 
be there when the commu-
nity needs him. 

“You get called out at any 
hour,” Goble said. “(I) could 
be sitting there having din-
ner, could be having a birth-
day party, and a call goes 
out and you go.” 

Goble has two sons, Ty, 
who is 15, and Bruce, who 
is 11, whom he sometimes 
misses out on having family 
time with because of his job. 
His sons are understanding 
of Goble’s line of work, even 

through the unique hard-
ships it poses.

“When they were young-
er, they’d come down to 
the fire house a lot and, you 
know, clean trucks with me 
and they’d come running 
out anytime a page went 
off,” Goble reminisced, 
“They were really excited 
when they were younger, as 
they got older that excite-
ment faded.”

Firefighters for the Foun-
tain Area Fire Department 
are paid on call, which 
means most have to main-
tain other jobs. Goble noted 
this as a struggle for most 
people, since finding full-
time employment that will 
let them leave whenever a 
call goes out is difficult. It 

also means the majority of 
time they spend firefighting 
is in addition to their other 
work and time spent away 
from their families. 

“It’s very demanding,” 
said Goble, “and it’s reward-
ing at the same time.” 

Goble also juggles the ex-
tra responsibilities of being 
fire chief, such as attend-
ing six to eight meetings a 
month. He is an instructor 
for the Rescue Task Force in 
Mason County as well. But 
despite all of the difficulties 
that come with being a first 
responder and the many 
years he has already dedi-
cated to it, Goble doesn’t 
plan to stop any time soon. 

“When the page goes off, 
you get that rush of want-

ing to go and help,” he ex-
plained, “That just doesn’t 
seem to die off.”

The desire to help oth-
ers in his community is a 
strong force in Goble’s life 
and it keeps him respond-
ing to call after call. Sup-
port from his family and 

the community have kept 
him strong in this endeavor, 
and it’s made all of his hard 
work worthwhile. 

“Helping somebody and 
making their worst day a 
little bit better, that’s really 
what drives you,” he said. 

Goble inspired by death of siblings to serve

5752 W. US-10, Ludiongton
231-480-1200 | wmkitchenstudio.com

Strength in Service:
Honoring Our Selfless First Responders

Thank you!
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LUDINGTON MASS
TRANSPORTATION

5545 CARR ST., LUDINGTON

231-845-6218

TO ALL OUR FIRST
RESPONDERS WHO GIVE

SELFLESSLY DAY AFTER DAY

503 S Rath Ave • Ludington •  231-845-7500

Many thanks,
with gratitude and

appreciation, for all of you
and your dedication to the
service of our community.

appreciation, for all of you
and your dedication to the
service of our community.

Lois Mitzelfeld
REALTOR®

231-510-5065

FIRST RESPONDERS ARE THE UNSUNG HEROES, ALWAYS IN THE 
BACKGROUND, BUT ALWAYS THERE WHEN WE NEED THEM.

 
Karl Lemmen   231-893-3516

K S&
Sales, Service and Installation of  
Garage Doors and Door Openers

GARAGE DOOR

1-877-KNS-DOOR
          (567-3667)

7110 S. 38th Ave. 
New Era, MI 49446

Thank You
FIRST RESPONDERS!

2601 W. US-10, Ludington
www.peremarquetterecycling.com

PADNOS
PERE MARQUETTE

843-4455

Rapid Response, Lasting Impact:
Thank You,

First Responders!

Large Selection of: Carpet • Vinyl
Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring

Area Rugs • Remnants

5405 W. Wallace
(behind Just Bargains) 

Ludington • 843-1826

THANK YOU TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS

231-843-9129   •  5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington  •  wastereductionsystemsllc@gmail.com

WASTE REDUCTION
SYSTEMS, LLC

Saving Lives, Touching Hearts:
Gratitude to our First Responder Heroes

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES  •  COMMERCIAL SERVICES  •  DUMPSTER SERVICE

Great Food • 7 TVs 
Burgers Made • Fresh Daily

Friday Fish Fry • Fun, Friendly Service
Call Ahead for Takeout

Great Food • 7 TVs 

WE WILL 
COOK 
YOUR 

CATCH OF 
THE DAY

132 Monroe St, Manistee • (231) 299-3022

LATE NIGHT EATS
Thank You To Our First Responders!
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By AnDy RoBERts
BEacon EdiToR

It takes a certain type of person to sign up 
for the life of a first responder - someone 
who truly never really knows what a typical 
work day might be like.

For Dan Boyer, a nearly 20-year veteran of 
the White Lake Fire Authority, it helps that 
he’s invested in the area. A lifelong resident, 
he graduated from Whitehall High School 
and never wanted to leave.

That gives him something in common 
with his chief, Pete McCarthy, who was eight 
years behind him in school but entered the 
authority just a few months before Boy-
er did. The two even went through the fire 

training academy together.
Boyer didn’t join the WLFA right away, de-

spite the fact that growing up he’d always 
wanted to do so; he applied right out of high 
school, but it seemed at the time that there 
were plenty of people on staff already.

From there, Boyer moved on with his life 
and didn’t think much of it until several 
years later, when he ran into McCarthy at 
the latter’s at-the-time day job, the Wesco at 
the corner of Whitehall and Benston roads. 
McCarthy had just signed up for the WLFA 
in August, and told Boyer the WLFA was 
looking for people. Boyer even remembers 

the exact date — Jan. 3, 2003 — although 
he conceded the fact that it was his birthday 
helped it stick in his mind. He filed paper-
work with the WLFA the same day.

McCarthy remembers the first call he 
went on with Boyer, a classic car junkie. 
There were three unusual things about the 
call, which took place only a few months 
after Boyer applied: First, the duo was ex-
cused from class at the academy to respond 
to it; second, it so happened to be a fire at 
that same Wesco; and third, they traveled to 
the call in Boyer’s classic Ford pickup.

“It sounded like a big call when we were 
in class,” Boyer said. “It was the real deal, 
and it was what we were going to do as 
long as we wanted. Getting that call during 
a fire class, and utilizing what little we had 
learned at that point, (was special).”

Boyer’s responsiveness has never slowed 
down from that day. McCarthy said Boyer, 
who works third shift at the authority, has 
responded to nearly 3,000 calls since Au-
gust 2007, which is as far back as the au-
thority’s records go, and is always in the top 
five in responses among the WLFA. In 2022, 
McCarthy said, Boyer responded to an aver-
age of over one call every day.

Boyer said he enjoys being someone peo-
ple can count on, and in fact it was a main 
draw for him wanting to become a firefight-
er in the first place.

“Being reliable for our full-timers and 
command staff, that’s just the type of per-
son I am,” Boyer said. “They get to rely on 
you, and I don’t want to stop responding all 
the time...More hands make light work, and 
I enjoy it. I enjoy helping people and helping 
the community.”

McCarthy, for one, appreciates being able 
to count on Boyer. He said Boyer is among 
the most reliable firefighters he has ever 
worked with in his 20-plus years.

“He’s found an absolutely awesome niche 
in the WLFA,” McCarthy said. “He partici-
pates in community events out in the pub-
lic. He’s a senior firefighter, takes on a lead-
ership role; he teaches new firefighters; he 
goes into trucks with them and mentors 
them. Top to bottom, he’s exactly what 
you’d want out of a community responder.”

Boyer’s being such a community staple, Mc-
Carthy said, makes him an even better first 
responder, because he knows virtually every-

Boyer fulfills dream fighting fires for White Lake

White Lake Fire Authority fi refi ghter Dan Boyer with his wife and daughter during a recent com-
munity parade.

We thank you for your

service and sacrifices.

We are forever grateful.

HHH

Honoring & Celebrating
Our Local First Responders

Dan Boyer, shown here at the beginning of 
his run with the White Lake Fire Authority, is 
nearly 20 years in and is showing no signs of 
slowing down.
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one. Due to his pre-existing relationships, he 
can provide a calming presence to someone 
even if they’re going through a horrible mo-
ment like their home catching on fire.

“He has a great bedside manner and can 
talk to people even on their worst day,” Mc-
Carthy said. “He’s a hometown hero, and 
there’s a calming effect in that. People can 
have the worst day of their life, but if they see 
a familiar face, it can calm that situation a lit-
tle bit.”

“Between Pete and I, we know a lot of peo-
ple in town, and you see a relief on their face 
when a familiar face walks in,” Boyer said. “It 
helps calm them down quite a bit almost im-
mediately.”

It’s not always calm, though. Boyer has 
been on his share of memorable calls, and 
unfortunately, for him the one that sticks out 
most is a fatal fire that took place in 2005, 
in which one person died and a house and a 
Bell’s Furniture warehouse next door were 
destroyed. Boyer remembered seeing many 
people watching the blaze and neighboring 
fire departments having to get involved to 
help extinguish the fire.

Another call he vividly recalls was the de-
struction of the historic Michillinda Lodge in 
December 2012.

“That was way early in the morning, 2 or 3 
in the morning,” Boyer said. “We were inside, 
and that was the first time they sounded the 
evacuation horns to get out because it was get-
ting out of control. Standing there watching 
history burn down will always stick with me.”

Likely in part because he knows how it feels 
to be on site for those horrible moments, Boy-
er will often check in on his fellow firefight-
ers if he knows or gets word that they were 
on a similarly difficult call, McCarthy said.

“Even if he’s at work and doesn’t go on a 
call, he’ll hear about some of the bad calls, 
calls involving a child, or a violent call, or 
something like that,” McCarthy said. “Any 
time there’s a call that might negatively im-

The Michillinda Lodge fi re in 2012 is one of the most memorable ones White Lake Fire Authority’s 
Dan Boyer has been involved with.

White Lake Fire Authority fi refi ghter Dan Boyer 
has been a fi xture in the area for decades and 
is about to celebrate 20 years with the WLFA.

Guardians of Hope:
First Responders, We Salute Your Service
COOPER’S FLOOR COVERING SERVICE

901 N.  Washington Ave., Ludington
231-425-4433 | www.ludingtonflooringcompany.com

pact someone’s mental health, he’s the first 
guy they get a text from. I still get a text from 
him after those calls to this day. He just gen-
uinely cares about everyone around him. He 
just elevates the level of service the WLFA has 
to offer this community.

“He’s really just a salt of the earth guy.”
Despite the possibility of terrible events 

like those, Boyer said he sticks with the WLFA 
because he keeps wanting to help. He chuck-
led that he has decided at various points 
what longevity benchmark would lead to his 
retirement, and he’s not yet complied.

Someday Boyer’s days at the WLFA will be 
done, but just as signing up for this life takes 
a certain kind of person, that same kind of 
person finds it really difficult to leave.

“I said 15 years would be it, and I said 20 
years would be it,” Boyer said; his 20-year an-
niversary at WLFA will be in January. “As long 
as I can, physically and mentally, I’m going 
to do the job. It’s a good group of guys, and 
we’ve got a good chief.”
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231-510-3637 

FB: @Nunezoutdoorliving

www.nunezoutdoorliving.com

Manistee, Michigan

Start enjoying your outdoor living space!
We create unique backyard spaces for our clients in 
Northern Michigan. When you invest in your out-
door space you gain health benefits, increase prop-
erty value, connect with nature, and you’ll have an 
entertainment space.

Our custom spaces help 
to reduce stress, improve 
your mood, and you’ll en-
joy time with your family 
and friends. Let us bring 
your dream oasis to life. 
Let’s make it easy for you 
to spend time outdoors! 

THANK YOU!
To our First Responders

who continue to serve our community
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503 S Rath Ave • Ludington •  231-845-7500

Tim
Gibson
Realtor®

231-233-7327

Thank you to all the First Responders.
Your patience, professionalism and skills have helped so

many. You are the unsung heroes of our community.

By John  CAVAnAgh
hERald-JoURnal wRiTER

If family is everything, 
it would be something 
the Ginn/Yost family of 
Oceana’s Grant Township 
knows very well.

Over the years, a num-
ber of Ginn family mem-
bers have served either on 
the Grant Township Fire De-
partment or the Grant Town-
ship Rescue Squad. Current 
fire department Chief Dan 
Yost became part of the fam-
ily when he married Ginn 
daughter, Kelly, who serves 
with the rescue squad.

A department member for 
the last 43 years, Jim Ginn 
remembers the early days.

“I think I had more money 
back then,” Jim said, explain-
ing how he was paid $1.50 
per hour to work at a filling 
station during the summer 
months, but his wages were 
reduced to a $1 per hour 
during the winter.

Soon after, he was ap-
proached by late Chief Ro-
land Brooks about becoming 
a fire department member.

“Roland just said we need 
more guys so I signed up,” 
Jm said.

Brooks and Rex Converse 
played a role in getting Jim’s 
wife, Betty, and others in an-
other service provided by 

Emergency service part of the Ginn/Yost pedigree

John  CAVAnAgh  | ocEana’S hERald JoURnal

Betty and Jim Ginn (left) along with son-in-law Dan Yost and daughter Kelly at the Grant Township Fire Department

the fire department with 
that being the township 
rescue squad. They went 
through the training and the 
squad was formed. She con-
tinued to work with the res-
cue unit until approximate-
ly 2010. Betty also worked 
for the county’s ambulance 

service in Shelby.
In the event both her par-

ents were called out in the 
evening or at night, Kelly 
would go in her pajamas to 
the Brooks residence which 
was just across the street. 
She also recalled her par-
ents missing dinners among 

other things.
“It takes a lot of dedica-

tion in that job,” Betty said.
Keeping it in the family, 

Kelly’s older brothers, Jim, 
Jeff also served on the fire 
department.

So did her dad’s brothers, 
John and Jerry Ginn. At one 

point her grandfather, Jim, 
was the fire chief. Kelly’s 
niece Lindsey Lasater is also 
a member.

“You almost grew up 
knowing it,” Kelly said. “It’s 
in the blood.”

Dan met Kelly when she 
worked with the ambulance 

service and she was asked to 
get Dan to join.

“Fast forward 15 years and 
here we are,” Dan said.

Initially Dan had no inter-
est in emergency service. He 
was approached by a then 
coworker who was sched-
uled to take the training if he 
would take it, too, Once he 
did, he thought it was cool.

“To be honest, I had no in-
terest in EMS,” he said.

Since he become chief fol-
lowing Brooks death in De-
cember 2020, Yost said the 
department has experi-
enced lots of collaboration. 
The department also has 
purchased a new truck, and 
there’s been an increasing 
number of people join the 
department. He pointed out, 
however, that it’s same core 
group which usually shows 
up to calls.

“We’re just trying to adapt 
to the new rules of firefight-
ing,” Yost said.

Kelly said the changes also 
have created a family atmo-
sphere within the depart-
ment, which in many cases 
it is.

Jim plans to continue with 
the department “as long as 
he can walk,” Dan said of his 
father-in-law and assistant 
chief. “I think every depart-
ment wishes they had a Jim 
Ginn,” Yost said.
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SINCE 1947

HOME FURNISHINGS

3000 Henry St., 
Muskegon

800-606-7600
733-2528

in the midwest!!!

Langlois is the #1

langloisstore.com

� nd us on 
facebookbigapplebagels.com

LUDINGTON • 5487 W. U.S. Hwy 10, 231-843-9111

10% OFF 

THANK YOU
We want to thank our community heroes 

who contribute so much to our 
neighborhood. You truly are our everyday 
heroes and we would like to offer you a 

10% discount every day
Thank you! From everyone

at Big Apple Bagels®.

FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AND 
FIRE PROFESSIONALS

EVERY DAY 

www.thevikinggarage.com
u Brake Repair
u Diagnostics
u Engine Repair
u Steering & Suspension

u Oil Changes
u Maintenance
u Tires & Alignment
u AC & Heating

u Certified Technicians
u Courtesy Shuttle Rides
u After Hours Drop-off/Pick-up
u Text to Pay Options8127 Whitehall Rd  •  Whitehall, MI  •  231-893-5766 WE REPAIR ALL MAKES & MODELSWE REPAIR ALL MAKES & MODELS

MAKING
YOUR AUTO 

REPAIR
CONVENIENT

THANK YOU TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS
NO WORDS CAN ADEQUATELY EXPRESS OUR

GRATITUDE FOR THE LOCAL HEROES WHO RUN
TOWARD DANGER TO SELFLESSLY SAVE OTHERS!

EXPERIENCE A
LEGACY OF

MEMORABLE GOLF

FIRST
RESONDERS,

FOR YOUR SERVICE 231.861.2098  •  3410 S. Scenic Dr., Shelby, MI • www.benonashores.com231.861.4211  •  3333 W Weaver Rd., Shelby, MI • www.oceanagolfclub.com
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By JEff KIEssEL
aSST. Managing EdiToR

Matt Bryant has always given back to this 
community, not only is he a volunteer fire-
fighter in the Hamlin Fire Department but 
he works full time at the Mason County Jail 
as a corrections deputy.

Bryant said that about four years ago he 
— as a Hamlin firefighter — was respond-
ing to a 911 call of a possible drowning. 
The Mason County Sheriff’s Office was also 
responding at the time, AND both depart-
ments were working together on the scene.

Bryant — who has been with the fire de-
partment for 27 years — was running op-
erations for incidences on scene for the fire 
department that day. Bryant said later he 

received a call for the Mason County Sher-
iff’s Office to see if he would be interested 
in becoming a corrections deputy.

Bryant talked with the sheriff’s office, 
took a tour of the jail and later he went 
through the application process, and he 
was hired in part time in 2019.

“I worked for about six months and went 
through another application process and 
got hired full time in March of 2020,” he 
said.

Bryant said the jail is an interesting job.
“You just never know what you are going 

to get into,” he said. “Sometimes there are 
basic charges and basic inmates and some-
times you have other ones that are a little 
more difficult to work with.”

He said the support from the community 

has been great.
“The support in Mason County is just 

amazing,” he said. “I would not want to be 
anywhere else.”

Bryant — who has a daughter in high 
school — said sometimes it can be challeng-
ing to separate work life and family life.

“Everybody has a job and you have to 
work,” he said. “You have your days off that 
are scheduled, and we do get vacation.”

Bryant — whose daughter plays high 
school sports — said sometimes it is tough, 
there are some games that you just can’t 
make.

“You can’t make everything, but you 
make what you can,” he said. “We work it 
out, and it helps that she is a little older and 
can drive herself to practice.”

He said his daughter understands that he 
has to work.

“Even with the fire department you nev-
er know when a call is going to come in,” 
he said. “She knows that when it does, a 
call comes in, dad has to go. My family has 
grown used to that.”

Bryant said when a fire call comes in, even 
after 27 years, it is an opportunity to get to 
use your training.

“For myself, after 27 years, I do not want 
to see anybody lose anything to lose loved 
ones, but yet you still want to be able to use 
your training because you are trained to 
make a difference. And you want to make 
that difference so you are going to make ev-
ery effort to make that difference.”

Matt Bryant is 
currently serving 
as a corrections 
deputy with the 
Mason County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
He has been in 
that positions for 
four year. He has 
also served on 
the Hamlin Fire 
Department for the 
past 27 years.

JEff KIEssEL | daily nEwS

Deputy Bryant relies on his training to serve community
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How to make homes safer from fires
Over a five-year period beginning in 

2015 and 2019, fire departments across 
the United States responded to rough-
ly 347,000 home structure fires per year. 
That data, courtesy of the National Fire 
Protection Association, underscores the 
significance of home fire protection mea-
sures.

Smoke detectors are a key component of 
fire protection, but there’s much more ho-
meowners can do to protect themselves, 
their families, their belongings, and their 
homes from structure fires.

• Routinely inspect smoke detectors. 
Smoke detectors can only alert residents 
to a fire if they’re working properly. Bat-
tery-powered smoke detectors won’t work 
if the batteries die. Routine smoke detec-
tor check-ups can ensure the batteries still 
have juice and that the devices themselves 
are still functioning properly. Test alarms 
to make sure the devices are functioning 
and audible in nearby rooms. Install ad-
ditional detectors as necessary so alarms 
and warnings can be heard in every room 
of the house.

• Hire an electrician to audit your home. 
Electricians can inspect a home and iden-
tify any issues that could make the home 
more vulnerable to fires. Ask electricians 
to look over every part of the house, in-
cluding attics and crawl spaces. Oft-over-
looked areas like attics and crawl spaces 
pose a potentially significant fire safety 
threat, as data from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Association (FEMA) indi-
cates that 13 percent of electrical fires be-
gin in such spaces.

• Audit the laundry room. The laun-
dry room is another potential source of 
home structure fires. NFPA data indicates 

around 3 percent of home structure fires 
begin in laundry rooms each year. Strat-
egies to reduce the risk of laundry room 
fires include leaving room for laundry to 
tumble in washers and dryers; routinely 
cleaning lint screens to avoid the build-
up of dust, fiber and lint, which the NFPA 
notes are often the first items to ignite in 
fires linked to dryers; and ensuring the 
outlets washing machines and dryers are 
plugged into can handle the voltage such 
appliances require. It’s also a good idea to 
clean dryer exhaust vents and ducts every 
year.

• Look outward as well. Though the ma-
jority of home fires begin inside, the NFPA 
reports that 4 percent of such fires be-
gin outside the home. Homeowners can 
reduce the risk of such fires by ensuring 
all items that utilize fire, including grills 
and firepits, are always used at least 10 
feet away from the home. Never operate a 
grill beneath eaves, and do not use grills 
on decks. Never leave children unattend-
ed around firepits, as all it takes is a single 
mistake and a moment for a fire to become 
unwieldy.

• Sweat the small stuff. Hair dryers, hair 
straighteners, scented candles, clothes 
irons, and holiday decorations are some 
additional home fire safety hazards. Nev-
er leave candles burning in empty rooms 
and make sure beauty and grooming items 
like dryers, straighteners and irons are un-
plugged and placed in a safe place to cool 
down when not in use. 

Fire departments respond to hundreds 
of thousands of home fires each year. 
Some simple strategies and preventive 
measures can greatly reduce the risk that 
a fire will overtake your home.

How to pursue a career as an EMS pro
Emergency medical personnel are often 

first on the scene when someone experi-
ences an accident or a medical emergency. 
EMS workers are generally trained and cer-
tified as certified first responders, emer-
gency medical technicians and paramedics. 
However, the National Registry of Emergen-
cy Medical Technicians recognizes five dif-
ferent levels of emergency medical service 
worker. Though similar, the requirements 
governing each type of EMS worker vary.

All EMS workers provide life-saving ser-
vices and help transport individuals to hos-
pitals for additional treatment and care. 
Here is a deep look into the different EMS 
personnel and the training one might ex-
pect.

CERtIfIED fIRst REsponDER
A certified first responder is an integral 

member of an EMS team. These individuals 
provide basic medical care at the scene of 
emergencies, including basic first aid, sta-
bilization of injuries, treating shock, and 
other tasks. First responders must be cer-
tified by the National Registry of Emergen-
cy Technicians, according to Learn.org. The 
American Red Cross offers first respond-
er training courses. Certification require-
ments vary by state, and each state’s EMS 
office can provide specific details.

EmERgEnCy mEDICAL tEChnICIAn
According to the UCLA Center for Prehos-

pital Care, EMTs complete a course that is a 

minimum of 170 hours. One does not need 
to have previous medical experience to be-
come an EMT, but eligibility requirements 
may vary from school to school and state 
to state. For example, to be EMT eligible in 
California, a person must be 18 years of 
age. In Pennsylvania, one must be 16 years 
of age and the training course is 240 hours 
and includes both classroom and practical 
lab scenarios. Like certified first respond-
ers, EMTs must pass the NREMT examina-
tion in order to obtain certification. EMTs 
can be EMT-B (basic) or one of two EMT-I 
(intermediate).

pARAmEDIC
Paramedic students complete many more 

hours of training that may last between 
six and 12 months. Coursework builds on 
EMT education and blends additional medi-
cal training, including courses in anatomy, 
cardiology, medication, and physiology. 
Paramedics will take part in lectures, skills 
labs and a hospital internship, followed 
by an EMS field internship before passing 
the national certification exam. Upon pass-
ing, these individuals will receive the high-
est certification of pre-hospital care in the 
United States.

EMS workers provide life-saving medical 
care and are often first on a scene when a 
medical emergency takes place. Working as 
part of an EMS team is a demanding but re-
warding career.  
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BEYOND BRAVERY:
A Special Thanks to

First Responder Warriors

HEYSE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Lakewinds Center West

409 W. Ludington Ave., Suite 205, Ludington
(231) 845-9500     Fax: (231) 845-9505

www.rphcpa.com

FULL-SERVICE BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Thank 
you!

Honoring Heroes:
We Salue Our First Responders for

their Community Dedication

Thank 
you!

925 N. Washington Ave., Ludington   231-843-3235    
www.gulfeaglesupply.com

5565 1st Street, Ludington, MI 49431  •  231.845.7031

100% Employee Owned

Asphalt Paving  •  Site Prep & Excavation
Aggregate & Landscaping Material Sales

Bravely Standing Strong:
Commending Our

Community’s First
Responders

Thank you for
all that you do!

FROM HIGHWAYS TO DRIVEWAYS

GENERAL CONTRACTING 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DESIGN / BUILD

(231) 894.8409
8868 Water Street, Montague, MI 49437

www.winbergconstruction.com

Thank You
FIRST RESPONDERS

for your service to our community

WE SALUTE YOU!

We appreciate our local
First Responders!

Hart, MI • 231.873.4361

Heating   Cooling
231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION

Heating   Cooling
231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION Heating   Cooling
231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION

Heating   Cooling
231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION
Heating   Cooling

231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION
Heating   Cooling

231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTIONHeating   Cooling
231.873.4361

CONSTRUCTION
First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!First Responders!
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TRUST OUR PROFESSIONALS WITH:
Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Tires

Oil Changes  Tuneups • Heating & A/C
Steering & Suspension

Engine Repair & Replacement
Automatic Transmission Replacement

TRUST OUR PROFESSIONALS WITH:

Open Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm 

702 S. James St., Ludington, MI   •   231-425-3526

Answering the Call:
Celebrating Our Extraordinary First Responders! Thank you!

READERS’ CHOICE
2022

GOLD
AWARD

Heroes Among Us:
Applauding First Responders for Protecting and Serving

Equal Housing Opportunity
Equal Employment Opportunity

LONGFELLOW
TOWERS
301 E. Court St., Ludington, MI 49431-1767
Phone: (231) 845-7900
TTY/TDD711

“TRUST OUR FAMILY TO TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Dad’s Automotive has been 
in business since May 2007, 
locally and family owned
and operated. Charlie and Tara 
believe in honest work at a fair 
price. We pride ourselves in 
continuing to provide excellent 
service that many in the area 
have come to expect from 
Dad’s Automotive. We are a full 
service automotive repair shop.

A BIG

THANK
YOU
TO OUR

LOCAL FIRST
RESPONDERS

HONEST WORK • FAIR PRICES
DaD’SLLCAUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
SERVICING BOTH FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES

SPECIALIZING IN: Tires • Computer Diagnostics • Brakes
Heating & Air Conditioning Steering & Suspension • Engine Repair 

Tune-Up & Performance • Electrical & Accessories 
Oil Changes •  Preventative Maintenance

Charlie Mero, Owner  - State & Master ASE Certified
3505 S. Oceana Dr., New Era 

(231) 861-2405  BETWEEN SHELBY & NEW ERA
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Apple Juice 
Apple Cider
Apple Sauce 
Cherry Juice

MADE IN
LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN

FIRST
RESPONDERS
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wildwood

Grateful Hearts Unite: Liv Wildwood 
Thanks Our Local Heroes 

#CommunityStrong
Special thank you to the Pere Marquette Fire Department, Scottville Fire Department, Custer Fire Department, Life EMS 
Ambulance, Mason County MI Sheriff’s Office, and the Red Cross who showed up with courage, dedication, and speed during 
the recent fire at our apartment community, Liv Wildwood. Your swift actions helped ensure that no human lives were lost 
and that most of our residents personal items could be returned to them, and for that, we’re truly grateful.

153 S Wildwood Trail, Ludington, MI 49431 • 231-845-1004 • livwildwoodapartments.com

PHOTO CREDIT: LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS


