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www.VisitManitowoc.com

Visitor Information Center:

Find adventure in Manitowoc, Wisconsin! 824 South 8th Street
Experience the sand in your toes at our beaches,

discover fascinating maritime history aboard a 92_0_'686'_3508
real WWII submarine, taste the region’s best @VisitManitowoc
cheese curds and fresh ice cream, and more in the

S.S. Badger's west port city! o Q @ @

Visit our website for ideas on the best events,
attractions, and restaurants to make the
most of your getaway.
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Wave Hello to
the Budger Season!

'Ready to bridge the gap between Ludington
- and Manitowoc with j jOV and jubllatlon

TOTAL CAR CARE SERVICE

* Exhausts Lube & Oil * Tires

+ Air Conditioning * Brakes * Wiper Blades
* Alignments * Lighting * Engine

* Drive Train * Chassis Diagnostics
* Batteries * Shocks/Struts ...and more!
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OIL CHANGE®
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| PEN“ IL PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 54 YEARS

' M“Lgm | Your friends at
 OIL CHANGE |

i Avenue Tire & Service
@ 5797 W. US-10, Ludington 231-843-3414
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Break bulk freighter F&PM No. 4

The year 2025 marks 150 years of
cross-lake service from Ludington,
Michigan to Wisconsin. In 1875, the
first steamships to transport goods
across Lake Michigan were known as
break-bulk freighters. Railcars at that
time did not travel across the lake, so
the contents of the cars were removed,
loaded onto the break-bulk steamer,
shipped across Lake Michigan, then
re-loaded onto railcars waiting on the
other shore.

In December 1874, the Flint & Pere
Marquette Railway completed construc-
tion between Flint, Michigan and Lud-
ington in Mason County, with the first

train arriving on Dec. 6. Within the next
year, cross-lake service, the predecessor
of the railcar ferries, began.

Construction of the Flint & Pere Mar-
quette Railway began in 1859. Rail-
road executives had been considering
a cross-lake route to Manitowoc, Wis.
since 1859 because the trip around
Lake Michigan was costly, mostly due to
heavy rail traffic through Chicago.

In 1875, the F&PM chartered the
175-foot-long side wheeler steamer
John Sherman to shuttle grain, pack-
aged freight and passengers between
Ludington and Sheboygan, WIs. to
connect with the Sheboygan & Fond du

Lac Railway. The steamer also handled
passengers and general cargo.

The John Sherman was too small
for the needs of the F&PM and served
only for a single season. Beginning in
1876, the railroad chartered a variety
of steamers from the Goodrich Tran-
sit Company, the largest Lake Michigan
passenger and package-freight carrier.
The Goodrich ships operated at various
Wisconsin ports, but the principal route
in connection with the Flint & Pere Mar-
quette came to be the run from Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin to the Michigan ports of
Ludington, Manistee, and Frankfort.

The F&PM ended its relations with

Goodrich transit in 1883 and purchased
two steamers for its own operation out
of Ludington, F&PM Nos. 1 and 2. Both
were typical Great Lakes propellers at
the time, with their engines aft and a
single tier of cabins for 25 passengers
on the spar deck. A spar deck is the
upper deck of a ship that extends from
stem to stern

With an increase in traffic in the late
1880s the railroad expanded its fleet by
three ships: F&PM Nos. 3, 4, and 5, built
in 1887, 1888, and 1890, respectively.

The F&PM began negotiations with the
Wisconsin Central Railway with the goal
of establishing a through all-rail route
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via Ludington and Manitowoc. The ar-
rangement required the Wisconsin Cen-
tral to build a branch from its main line
at Neenah-Menasha, near Lake Winneba-
g0 to Manitowoc.

In December 1895, the F&PM ordered
a steel carferry, designed by Robert Lo-
gan (1861-1918), a prominent naval ar-
chitect of Cleveland who had immigrat-
ed to the U.S. from Scotland.

The Pere Marquette was launched on
Dec. 30, 1896 and arrived in Ludington
on Feb. 13, 1897. It was then sent to
Milwaukee for inspection. The Pere Mar-
quette made its maiden voyage from
Ludington to Manitowoc the evening of
Feb. 16-17, 1897. It carried 22 freight
cars and the private car of S.T. Crapo,
general manager of the Flint & Pere Mar-
quette Railway.

The Pere Marquette Railway was
formed on Nov. 1, 1899 to consolidate

the Flint & Pere Marquette, the Chica-
g0 & West Michigan and the Detroit
Grand Rapids & Western. When the new
company was formed, it also obtained
the former F&PM fleet consisting of the
carferry Pere Marquette and the pas-
senger and break-bulk freight-carriers
F&PM Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5. Additional-

ly, it acquired a carferry that had been
owned by the Detroit Grand Rapids &
Western.

In 1901, the Pere Marquette Railway
changed the names of its entire carferry
fleet, including its Detroit River ferries.
Break-bulk freighters were to be num-
bered 1 and up. The river ferries were
to be numbered from 14 downward and
the Lake Michigan ferries were to be
numbered 15 and above.

The break-bulk freighters were re-
named Pere Marquette 2, 3, 4, and 5. The
Pere Marquette was renamed Pere Mar-
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quette 15 and the Muskegon, a ship that
the railroad acquired as part of its merg-
er, was renamed Pere Marquette 16.

The fleet of Ludington-based carfer-
ries continued to grow and evolve. In
1947, the Pere Marquette Railway was
absorbed into the Chesapeake & Ohio
Railroad. In 1951, the C&O asked for

The 3

John Hausmann photos
bids on a pair of ferries, similar to its
City of Midland 41, built in 1941. The
result were the Spartan (1952) and the
Badger (1953), the last two steam-oper-
ated carferries built to operate on the
Great Lakes.

Today, the Badger is the last of the fer-
ries that began in 1875.

adgen's Voyage:

More than a tup, it's a tuadition
we theasure from

Ludingtor

v tv Manifowoc.

Here's tv setting sail again!

Great Yarn Shop
Rowan Flagship Store

J‘.

HOURS BEFORE MEMORIAL DAY:
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-3; Fri. 10-5
Sat. 10-4; Sun.-Mon. Closed
HOURS:

Mon.-Wed. 10-3; Thurs & Fri. 10-5
Sat. 10-4; Sun. Closed

Nautical Yarn

108 S. Rath Ave., Ludington
www.nauticalyarn.com

231 -84-9868 231-843-2537

A Destination for
Book Lovers and
Delicious Grab
‘N Go Eats
COFFEE, FOOD, BOOKS, GIFTS

201 S. Rath Ave.
Ludington, MI
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Apronrepairs

BY ROB ALWAY season was cut short due to a collapse Vehicles onboard the Badger are apron were built by the Pere Marquette
of one of its apron counterweights. loaded and unloaded from the after Railway in 1930, 23 years prior to the
One of the most noticeable improve- ~ Both counterweights were replaced section of the ship. The ship backsinto  Badger’s maiden voyage.
ments SS Badger passengers will see over the following nine months and the its dock and the apron, attached to Crews from Al Bufka Construction of
during the 2025 season is anew apron  Badger set sail again in May 2024. As a shore, is lifted and lowered to connect Manistee, Michigan spent nine months
leading up the ship’s Ludington slip. second phase to the project, the apron  to the ship, thus the massive counter- rebuilding the apron, which including
In July 2023, the SS Badger’s sailing itself has also been replaced. weights. Both the counterweights and removing rails still attached.

\ The best restaurants have wheels

“Ludington’s Favorite Food Trucks”

Lakeside Wiener Wagon e Roast'd e Brunch Babes
Cluck Bucket ¢ Wooden Paddle Pizza and Wings
Krave e TheMarket e Chavelas

5750 US-10, Ludington, Mi milOspot.com
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EFLECTRIC Y
815 1st St. Ludington - 231-843-5343

Proud Partner of
the Lake Michigan

Carferry!

ng ‘Val

We remember Valerie Stapleton a to all who worked with her. Her sharp
cherished colleague and friend who left  business intellect was invaluable to our
an indelible mark on the Lake Michigan  success. Beyond her professional ac-

Carferry team and our personal lives. complishments, Val was known for her
Val served as the gift shop manag- kindness, humor, and willingness to

er for 27 years - a job which required always lend a helping hand. She was a
stamina, creativity and devotion. Her friend to many, and we will deeply miss
infectious optimism, unwavering ded- her presence, but her legacy of collab-
ication, generosity, and friendly spirit oration, excellence, and positivity will
were a constant source of inspiration continue to guide us in our work.

. A Delicious
e Destination

BAKERY

PIES « HOMEMADE BREADS
SPECIAL RECIPE GRANOLA
COOKIES » CAKES & MORE

; Specialty Item: OPEN
8 Noodles i MON.-SAT. 9-6 PM

4815 W. US 10, LUDINGTON (Across from Aldi's)
231.425.6791 | 231.233.6292 | www.countryviewbakery.com
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The S.S. Badger cross lake ferry fea-
tures some of the best food and drinks
on Lake Michigan. The 2025 sailing
season features enhanced culinary and
beverage choices.

“We have listened to our passengers
and are providing some new options to
make their cruise an even more enjoy-
able experience,” said Wesley Paggeot,
Lake Michigan Carferry director of hos-
pitality.

The Badger Galley is a dream stop
for “bingoholics” with stadium-style
concessions and a few healthier options
such as salads, fruit and vegetable cups,
and fresh sandwiches. To satisfy the
sweet tooth, passengers can cool off

with an assortment of ice cream treats.

New this season to the Upper Deck
Cafe are full meals featuring baked
chicken breast, beef tips and gravy and
good old-fashioned meatloaf. All en-
trees come with a choice of two sides
or one soup plus a soft drink. The Up-
per Deck Cafe also features some of
its traditional meals including a full
breakfast, hamburgers, and other hot
sandwiches.

The Cabana Room is a place to relax
with a drink from the bar or to get a
caffeine boost for the next leg of the
journey. A full bar offers a variety of
adult beverages while the coffee bar
serves whole bean coffee ground for

each cup. All ships’ bars feature new
signature drinks as well.

The 2025 sailing season begins Fri-
day, May 16. To reserve tickets visit ss-
badger.com or call 800-841-4243 .

Lake Michigan Carferry operates
the S.S. Badger, the largest cross-lake
passenger and car ferry service on the
Great Lakes. Designated a National
Historic Landmark, the Badger is a key
part of US-10 highway connecting the
cities of Ludington, Mich., and Manito-
woc, Wis. A vital link across Lake Mich-
igan, the Badger can accommodate 600
passengers and 180 vehicles, including
RVs, motorcycles, motorcoaches, and
commercial trucks and oversized loads

in one single trip. www.ssbadger.com
Interlake Maritime Services is a
family of companies with nearly 300
years of collective service on the Great
Lakes. A family-owned and -led compa-
ny in its second generation, Interlake
Maritime and its more than 50 shore-
side employees manage The Interlake
Steamship Company, Interlake Logis-
tics Solutions, Lake Michigan Carferry,
Soo Maritime Services and Interlake
Port Services from its corporate head-
quarters in Middleburg Heights, a sub-
urb of Cleveland, Ohio, and additional
regional offices in Ludington, Mich.,
and Sault Sainte Marie, Mich. www.in-
terlakemaritimeservices.com
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Even though pets are not allowed in
the passenger areas aboard the SS Bad-
ger, they are well taken care of on the
ship’s car deck. “We understand that
pets are a very important part of the
family.” said Sara Spore, Lake Mich-
igan Carferry general manager. “For
this reason, we accommodate our furry
friends so passengers can relax know-
ing they are safe and comfortable.”
For no additional charge, animals may
be kept in a well-ventilated portable

kennel on the car deck or they may
be transported in the owner’s vehicle.
About two hours into the four- hour
trip, pet owners are invited to the car
deck to check on their animals. Though
they aren’t allowed out of the vehi-
cles or kennel, passengers can visit
and make sure their pets’ water is re-
freshed.

Fully-trained service animals may
travel with passengers if they meet the
requirements. A service animal is de-

fined as an animal that is trained to do
work or perform tasks for a qualified
individual with a disability. This in-
cludes a physical, sensory, psychiatric,
intellectual, or other mental disability,
including but not limited to: visual im-
pairments, deafness, seizures, mobili-
ty impairments, and/or post-traumat-
ic stress disorders. Service animals in
training, emotional support animals,
and comfort animals may travel as pets
and may be kept on the boat deck.

“Our policies are in place to assure
the highest level of passenger safety
and security.”

Paggeot said. “Traversing the ship re-
quires close proximity to other passen-
gers through passageways and seating
areas. Passengers who have questions
about the ship’s animal policy are en-
couraged to contact customer service
in advance of their travels at 800-841-
4243 or info@ssbadger.com

HankwitZ Heating & Cooling 843-2809

609 S. Washington Ave., Ludington, Mi

Furnaces, Boilers,
Central Air Conditioning, Gas Logs,
Water Heaters, Mini Splits

Energy Efficient ¢ Limited Warranty * No Hassle Replacement

ELITE

—DEALER

FREE ESTIMATES + NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELS + LICENSED & INSURED 3>~

el

HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS
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BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI
EXEUTIVE EDITOR

Not only is the Badger crew trained to
handle any situation on water, a hand-
ful of Badger employees demonstrated
their life-saving skills to rescue a flock
of nine ducklings from a storm drain in
Ludington last year.

The rescue effort started at about
6:30 p.m. and took about three hours
to complete.

Kevin Diedrich was one of the nine
Badger members involved in the res-
cue. Others included Craig Stahelin,
Bill Kulka, Joe DeBusk, First mate Chris
Roelant, Bryce Schuler, Riley Claveau,

Luke Poort and Joel Bates.

“I'was approached by two of the sho-
reside people informing me of trapped
ducklings,” Diedrich said in an inter-
view with the Daily News. “Iimmediate-
ly went to investigate and could not see
them but could hear them clearly.

“One had been extracted and the
mother ran off with the lone duckling. I
started to get a rescue operation start-
ed, as I could not just leave them to
die,” he said.

The rescue crew was faced with a sit-
uation in which there were two storm
drains on both sides of the road con-
nected by a single pipe. The ducklings
were hanging out in the center of the

pipe, out of reach

“I tried several different techniques
to get them to one side so we could get
to them, but they were very frightened
and would not move.”

One did come within reach and was
taken safely out of the drain.

“We put him in a bin and I kept the
bin close to the storm drain we wanted
to extract them from so the rest would
hear his cries and hopefully draw the
rest to us. It worked for a few of them,
but the rest continued to stay put.”

The innovation quickly devised on the
spot was an empty one-gallon jug which
was tied to a garden hose. When this was
snaked through the pipe, the remaining

ducklings were driven towards the wait-
ing rescuers and extracted.

The warehouse manager took the
rescued ducklings home. He used a
heat lamp for warmth, cleaned them up
and fed them. On Tuesday, he brought
them back to the site to see if they
could be reunited with their mother.

The mother did not come back for
the ducklings, which were successfully
released back into the environment.

Diedrich said the rescue was a group
effort. He offered special recognition
to Craig Stahelin “who spent over two
hours in water up to his waist to pick
up the ducklings and hand them up to
me,” he said.
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There is a common theme among the
crew of the SS Badger: Family. Wheth-
er that is a closeness that is created
through the shared purpose of working
on a unique and historic vessel that has
served the Great Lakes for 72 years, or
whether it is actual family. Often mul-
tiple members of the same family are
hired in, strengthening what makes the
Badger so special. For Nicole and Pat-
rick Nelson, the Badger brought them
together and now they have begun
their own family.

Patrick started working for Lake
Michigan Carferry the summer of his
high school senior year in 2004. He is
a graduate of Mason County Central
High School in Scottville, Michigan,
located 10 miles east of Ludington.
Nicole also started working for the
Badger the summer of her high school
senior year. She is a 2012 graduate of
Manitowoc Lincoln High School in Man-
itowoc, Wisconsin. Both started as auto
attendants, the crew members who
expediently load and unload vehicles
onto the ship — on opposite shores
and a few years apart.

Today, Patrick is a licensed able
bodied seaman (AB) who serves as a
wheelsman. The wheelsman, as the
name indicates, steers the ship. Nicole
and her twin sister, Marissa Senglaub,

The Nels

CARFERRY

e an Interiake Maritime Secrvices company.
wwissbadgeroom 7

A

[ Lake Mi_cﬁ%gan

are the co-supervisors of the Badger’s
Manitowoc ticket office. As supervi-
sors they oversee several elements of
the Manitowoc office, including pas-
senger relations and shore operations.

“I started working at the Badger be-
cause I was on the high school track
team,” Patrick said. “LMC often re-
cruits track and cross country runners
from the local high schools to work as
auto attendants. I thought to myself, ‘I
can do that: Get paid to run. No prob-
lem.’ It was fun.”

He worked as an auto attendant for
three years and then served as an or-
dinary seaman (OS), also known as an
entry level deckhand, for three years,
where his duties included line han-
dling, deck maintenance and fire/life-
boat/emergency duties.

Patrick then attended classes at
the Great Lakes Maritime Academy
at Northwestern Michigan College in
Traverse City where he earned his AB
license. He has since also attended
Grand Valley State University where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in special
education.

With the AB license, he had the po-
sition as watchman for eight years.
For the last eight years, he has served
as a wheelsman. Typically Patrick
works during the overnight sailings

(this year’s overnight sailings are from
June 20 to Sept. 1), or on weekends.
For nine months out of the year, he is
a special education teacher and track
coach at Mason County Central High
School, a job he has had for eight years
with a total of 11 years teaching.

Nicole and Marissa started working
at the Badger because their older sis-
ter, Mikayla, had been working there
for a summer job. In 2021, they took
on the co-supervisor positions. For the
past four years, their dad, Jeff Sen-
glaub, has worked at the ship as an
auto attendant and security in Manito-
woc. Additionally, Marissa’s boyfriend,
Robert Ball, works at the Badger as an
auto attendant.

“I'have met so many people and have
developed so many friendships over
the past 22 years,” Patrick said. “Of
course, the passengers are the best
part of the job. I really enjoy having
conversations with them. Every sum-
mer we get to see many of the same
people and meet new people. The Bad-
ger becomes a part of their lives.”

Nicole agreed with Patrick, saying

one of the best parts of the job is inter-

acting with the passengers.

In 2020, Nicole and Patrick were
married. Nicole is quick to point out
that she asked him out first.

on family

Having a marriage that crosses a
60-mile wide lake can be a challenge.
When the Badger isn’t operating, Ni-
cole and Patrick live in their home in
Custer, Michigan, about 13 miles east
of Ludington. In the “off season,” Ni-
cole works at Home Depot in Luding-
ton and has also taken culinary arts
classes at Grand Rapids Community
College.

During the sailing season, Patrick
spends a lot of his time living on the
ship while Nicole lives with her parents
in Manitowoc. Last year, the arrange-
ment became a little more challenging
-- but in a good way. The Nelsons were
blessed with a baby girl, Roxanne.

“Last year, I was able to bring her
into the office frequently, and it
worked out pretty good,” Nicole said.
“Now, she’s nearly a year old, that may
be a bit more of a challenge. Luckily,
she has wonderful grandparents on
both sides of the lake who are willing
to help out.”

Just a few short years from now,
Roxanne will probably tell her own
story about being the third generation
of her family to be part of the Badger
tradition.

To learn more about careers on the
Badger, visit wwbadger.com/join-the-
crew.
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gamany oplions (o' fun

The adage that time flies when
you're having fun rings true during
a Badger sailing. For those who like
to stay busy, there are a plethora of
things to keep passengers of all ages
busy on their four-hour cruise.

Badger Bingo is one of the go-to ac-
tivities that has gained a lot of fans
throughout the years. With bingo
games, miscellaneous trivia and a dash
of jokes and observations from the
engaged bingo caller, Todd Hansen,
this activity is a recipe for fun. Add in a
scavenger hunt and a children’s activi-
ty book, and let the fun on board keep
going.

From experienced travelers, here
are some other suggestions on how to
make the Badger’s slogan - Big Ship,

Big Fun your own.

ENJOYTHEVIEWS

Walk around the ship, soaking in the
fresh air and sunshine while observing
all the elements of the sailing experi-
ence. Look for the details - everything
from the bolts to the life boats and ev-
erything in between. Take in the sight
of the Badger’s bow slicing through the
water. Count the freighters that pass
by. At night, check out the stars and
the constellations. Be sure to watch the
car ferry’s arrival in Ludington or Man-
itowoc for that shoreline view. If you
are a lighthouse fan, the Badger’s arriv-
al in port or departure offers opportu-
nities to take a photo or two or three or
more from the waterside.

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO

INDULGE IN RELAXATION

Catch up on your reading while sit-
ting on deck or in the ship’s lounge
or a stateroom. Let the sound of the
ship’s engines and the sway as The
Badger cruises through the water be
your on-board lullaby. Absorb the sun-
shine and the refreshing breeze. Relish
the experience and remember some-
one else is in charge of getting to the
destination. Or unwind by watching a
free movie.

NOURISH

Find your craving at the many food
and beverage options aboard the ship.
The choices range from the kind of
snacks you would find at a stadium to
a full meal, as well as healthier options

FILE PHOTO

like salads, fruit and veggie cups. Don’t
forget ice cream treats for those warm
summer days. Enjoy a coffee, soft
drink or adult beverage while onboard.
What can be better than good food,
refreshing drinks and a one-of-a-kind
view?

PLAY

The Badger has board games avail-
able for use during the crossing. Pick
up a Badger card deck from the gift
shop and play your favorite card game
with family and friends or focus on a
game of solitaire. Perhaps a visit to the
game room will satisfy your competi-
tive spirit. Let the little ones enjoy the
Kid’s Port Play Area.
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Other ways to have a Badger Experience

While daytime crossing to and from
Ludington and Manitowoc are one of the
more common ways people traverse the
expanse of Lake Michigan during sailing
season, there are other ways to have a
Badger experience.

One of these is the overnight cross-
ings. These are scheduled from June 20
- September 1. This is a shorter span of
time than the regular season, which be-
gins on May 16 and ends on October 12.

Overnight crossings operate Thurs-
day through Tuesday departing from

Ludington. The Badger leaves Ludington
at 8:45 p.m. Eastern Time and arrives in
Manitowoc at 11:45 p.m. Central Time.
Departures from Manitowoc for the
overnight sailing is at 1:30 a.m. Central
Time, arriving in Ludington at 6:30 a.m.
Eastern Time. The Manitowoc depar-
tures operate Friday through Wednes-
day.

Another way to enjoy the ambiance
of this legendary and historic vessel
are the shoreline cruises offered in the
summer on both coasts. These are not

crossing, but a scenic off-shore look at
these amazing Badger destination cities.

In Ludington, passengers will board
the ship at 8:30 p.m. for a two-hour
cruise (9-11 p.m.) along the Ludington
shoreline. The 2025 dates for the Lud-
ington cruises are Wednesday, June 18;
Friday, July 4; Wednesday, July 23; and
Wednesday, August 20.

In Manitowoc, passengers board the
ship at 1:30 p.m. Central time. This
shoreline cruise, also two-hours in
length, is from 2-4 p.m. and takes in the

WEST SHORE

Deli Specials * Bulk * Freezer ¢ Bakery * Cooler
Grocery and much more

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-6 PM; Sat. 9 AM-5 PM
850 W. US 10, SCOTTVILLE MI « 757-9130

Manitowoc shoreline. Dates for these
shoreline cruises in Manitowoc are Sat-
urday, June 14; Saturday, July 19; Satur-
day, August 2; and Saturday, August 16.

Food and entertainment are part of
the Shoreline Cruise option. And guests
have access to all of the ship’s other
amenities.

Check www.ssbadger.com for addi-
tional information, including sailings
impacted by Shoreline Cruises. Tickets
may be reserved at the website or call-
ing 800-841-4243.

‘TO STRETCH YOUR BUDGET

W

-
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A Blend of History, Culture,
and Lakeside Charm

Nestled along the western shore of the spirits.” The area saw its first Europe-  U.S. Navy. Today, the city honors its sto-
Lake Michigan, Manitowoc is a city an settlers in the 1830s, with shipbuild- ried past while offering a vibrant array of
steeped in maritime heritage and cultural  ing becoming a cornerstone of its econ- attractions and events for visitors. While
richness. Its name, derived from Native omy. During World War II, Manitowoc’s you are here, take some time to find out

American languages, is believed to mean  shipyards notably contributed to the war ~ what this Badger destination city has to
“dwelling of the great spirit” or “place of  effort by constructing submarines for the  offer.
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DISCOVER MANITOWOC, WISCONSIN

Attractions Within
Walking Distance of
the S.S. Badger Dock

WISCONSIN MARITIME MUSEUM
Located just a short walk from the S.S.
Badger dock, the Wisconsin Maritime
Museum offers an immersive dive into
the region’s nautical history. A highlight
is the USS Cobia, a World War II subma-
rine that visitors can tour to experience
life aboard a naval vessel. The museum
also features interactive exhibits, in-
cluding the Children’s Waterways Room,
making it a family-friendly destination.
Website: www.wisconsinmaritime.org

RAHR-WEST ART MUSEUM

Situated within walking distance,
the Rahr-West Art Museum is housed
in a historic mansion and showcases a
diverse collection of fine art. Notably,
it displays a piece of Sputnik IV, com-

Manitowoc Breakwater Lighthouse from Badger STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO
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memorating the 1962 incident when a fragment of
the Soviet satellite crashed onto North 8th Street in
Manitowoc. Website: www.manitowoc.org/2557/
Rahr-West-Art-Museum

‘.\DiSON

DOWNTOWN MANITOWOC

Aleisurely stroll from the dock brings you to
downtown Manitowoc, where you'll find unique
shops like The Nook, a bookstore and mocktail
lounge, and Basil’s Sustainable Goods, offering
eco-friendly products. Website: www.visitmanito-
woc.com

Attractions a Short Drive
fromthe S.S. Badger Dock
PINECREST HISTORICAL VILLAGE

Approximately a 10-minute drive inland, Pinecrest
Historical Village offers a glimpse into 19th-century
life with its collection of historic buildings and arti-
facts. Operated by the Manitowoc County Historical
Society, the village provides educational programs
and events throughout the year. Website: www.man-
itowoccountyhistory.org/pinecrest-historical-village

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO
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WEST OF THE LAKE GARDENS

A brief drive north along the lake-
shore leads to West of the Lake Gar-
dens, a beautifully maintained botani-
cal garden featuring a variety of plant
collections and serene walking paths.
Website: www.westfoundation.us/
hours-and-directions

CHERNEY MARIBEL CAVES COUNTY PARK
Located about 20 minutes west of
Manitowoc, this county park is re-
nowned for its network of caves and
scenic hiking trails. Guided tours are
available for several caves, including
the Maribel New Hope Cave, offering an
adventurous outing for nature enthusi-
asts. Website: www.maribelcaves.com

Annual Festivals
and Events

METROJAM

Held in Washington Park, just a short
walk from the ferry dock, Metro Jam is
a free two-day music festival scheduled
for June 20-21, 2025. This year’s head-
liner is The Jayhawks, bringing their
alt-country/rock sound to the lakeside
stage.

SPUTNIKFEST

Commemorating the 1962 Sputnik
IV incident, Sputnikfest is a quirky,
family-friendly festival taking place on
September 6, 2025. Activities include
costume contests, art projects, and the
popular Alien Drop raffle, all within

walking distance of the downtown area.

DISCOVER MANITOWOC, WISCONSIN

MALT CITY BREWFEST

Beer enthusiasts can enjoy the Malt
City Brewfest on August 2, 2025, from
2:00-5:30 PM. Located in downtown
Manitowoc, the event features over 30
breweries, live music, and food vendors,
offering a lively atmosphere near the
riverfront.

MANITOWOCCOUNTY FAIR

Running from August 20-24, 2025,
the Manitowoc County Fair is a tradi-
tional fair experience with agricultural
exhibits, live entertainment, and carni-
val rides. The fairgrounds are a short
drive from the city center, making it an
accessible outing for visitors.

WINDIGO FEST

As Wisconsin’s largest Halloween fes-
tival, Windigo Fest brings spooky fun to
Manitowoc with live music, costume con-
tests, and themed attractions. The 2025
dates are yet to be announced, but the
event typically occurs in early October,
drawing crowds to the downtown area.

(WE

We ve Mlssed You'
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Family-Friendly &
Kid-CentricActivities
WISCONSIN MARITIME MUSEUM

This museum offers more than histo-
ry, with the Children’s Waterways Room
and USS Cobia tour making it engaging
for young visitors. Website: www.wis-
consinmaritime.org

LINCOLN PARKZ00

Approximately a 10-minute drive
from the dock, this free, year-round zoo
features nearly 200 animals, a petting
area in the Big Red Barn, and a scenic
environment perfect for families. Web-
site: www.manitowoc.org/2559/Z00

MANITOWOC FAMILY AQUATIC
CENTER

Just 5 minutes from the dock, this wa-
ter park includes slides, splash zones,
and pools designed for all ages, open
during the summer months. Website:

www.manitowoc.org/2558/Aquat-
ic-Center

FARM WISCONSIN
DISCOVERY CENTER

Located about 15 minutes away, this
interactive center includes exhibits on
agriculture, a birthing barn, and season-
al events like “Cheese Week” from April
22-26, 2025. Website: www.farmwis-
consin.org

MANITOWOCPUBLICLIBRARY

Only a 5-minute walk from the dock,
this library hosts family-friendly ac-
tivities, including the Bookmark Art
Contest through May 1, 2025, and “Tech
Toy Tinker Time” on April 24, 2025.
Website: www.manitowoclibrary.org

STRAND ADVENTURES

Just a 5-minute drive from the dock,
Strand Adventures features climbing
walls, obstacle courses, and arcade
games, perfect for an indoor energy out-
let. Website: www.strandadventures.com

SILVER CREEK PARK

A 10-minute drive leads to this out-
door space with hiking trails, beach
access, and a disc golf course—ideal for
a family outing. Website: www.manito-
woc.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/18

CEDAR CREST ICE CREAM PARLOR

A 10-minute drive from the dock,
this iconic ice cream parlor offers over
30 hand-dipped flavors and a charm-
ing, nostalgic vibe. Website: www.ce-
darcresticecream.com

As you step off the S.S. Badger and
onto Manitowoc’s welcoming shore-
line, a world of history, culture, family
fun, and scenic beauty awaits. Wheth-
er you're exploring maritime marvels,
strolling downtown, or attending one
of the city’s signature festivals, Mani-
towoc offers a refreshing mix of charm
and adventure for every visitor. Don’t
miss the opportunity to uncover the
many treasures this lakeside gem has
to offer.

Plan your visit at the Manitowoc Vis-

itor & Convention Bureau: www.mani-
towoc.info

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO
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eelsman Joe DeBusk takes

pride inthe Badger

Wheelsman Joe
DeBusk has a goal of
someday being one of
the Badger's captains.
DeBusk, who lives
in Reed City, Mich.
has worked for Lake
Michigan Carferry for
10 years, but became
aBadger fan in 2004
when his grandpar-
ents began a tradition
of taking him on an
annual trip aboard
the 410-foot ship.

"Thave ridden on
the Badger every year
since," DeBusk said.

"Joe has worked his
way up through the
company and always
has a smile on his
face," said Sara Spore,
Lake Michigan Carfer-
ry general manag-
er. "He is the first to
greet a passenger
and is there to com-
fort those who may
not be feeling well
during a crossing. He
does an amazing job
as wheelsman and never hesitates to go
above and beyond."

Last December DeBusk took on the
task of decorating the exterior of the
Badger with holiday lights -- including
a Christmas tree at the bow -- attracting
many people to the shoreline to admire
the lit-up boat.

"We received a lot of compliments
about the decorations," Spore said.

DeBusk began his career at the Bad-
ger in 2015 working as a deck hand
assistant, a position now known as deck
security. His job was to make sure the
deck was clean and secured.

Joe took classes from the Great Lakes
Maritime Academy, located at f North-

west Michigan College in Traverse City,
Mich., where he earned a certification
as an able body (AB) seaman, qualify-
ing him to be a wheelsman. An AB also
assists in loading and unloading the
ship as well as performing deck main-
tenance.

Last year, he earned another certifica-
tion as a radar observer, which is a step
closer to his goal of becoming a deck
officer, which will also allow him to be
licensed as a third mate. With a Third
Mate Great Lakes license and as he gains
experience and time working aboard the
Badger, he will qualify to serve any of
the mate positions on the Badger, third
mate, second mate, and first mate..

"I'm hoping to have that done by the
end of the year," DeBusk said. "Tt will
be kind of bitter-sweet because I really
enjoy stirring the ship. But, my ultimate
goal is to earn my captain's license."

Earlier this year, DeBusk received the
Interlake Maritime Services Customer
First Award, presented during the com-
pany's annual winter meeting. Interlake
Maritime Services, which operates one
of the largest shipping fleet on the Great
Lakes, acquired Lake Michigan Carferry
(LMC) in 2020.

He was nominated for the award by
Spore.

"Each year Interlake honors an em-
ployee for each of our core values,"

Spore said. "Those
values include inno-
vation, customer first,
passion to perform,
and one-hand (a crew
member who embrac-
es the idea of always
willing to lend a hand
to a shipmate).

The recipient is se-
lected by the Interlake
executive committee
as well as some of the
company's captains.
Interlake Maritime
Services' corporate
headquarters are
based in Middleburg
Heights, a suburb of
Cleveland, Ohio, and
additional offices are
located in Ludington
and Sault Sainte Ma-
rie, Mich.

DeBusk's love of
carferry and maritime
history extends be-
yond his job. He also
serves on the Board
of Directors of the So-
ciety for the Preserva-
tion of the SS City of
Milwaukee and USCGC Acacia in Manist-
ee, Mich. The Society oversees the muse-
um ship SS City of Milwaukee, a carferry
that was builtin 1930 and served in the
Grand Trunk Railroad fleet out of Grand
Haven, Mich. and Muskegon, Mich. un-
til 1978 when it briefly served the Ann
Arbor Railroad fleet out of Frankfort,
Mich. The US Coast Guard Cutter Acacia
began service on the Great Lakes during
World War II and was decommissioned
in 2006. Many present and past mem-
bers of the Badger's crew have volun-
teered on the City of Milwaukee.

The Badger offers a variety of year-
round and season jobs. Visit ssbadger.
com/join-the-crew for more information.
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BY DAVID L. BARBER

Permanently anchored in Manistee is
a floating museum that pays tribute to
the S.S. Badger, and historic Great Lakes
ships like it.

Moored on the western shores of Man-

istee Lake is the S.S. City of Milwaukee,
the last of six sister ships designed in
the 1920s and built by the Manitowoc

CHOPO'S

NUHTHSIIIE l LATE M
,4\,

CATCH OF
THE DAY

NIGHT
EATS

| Bnn

Live Music
Great Food

Burgers Made
Fresh Daily
Friday Fish Fry
Fun, Friendly Service
7TVs
Call Ahead for Takeout

; 135 Monroe St, Manistee « (231) 299-3022
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Shipbuilding company out of Wiscon-
sin. It is available for tours, facility
rental, and contains a bed and breakfast
(May through early September).

Tied up next to that time-honored
ship is a second floating museum, the
USCGC Acacia (WLB 406), one of 39 180-
foot seagoing buoy tenders built for
the US Coast Guard between 1942 and

1944. It is also available for tours and
facility rental.

Located in the center of the city is its
19th-century fire department that has
earned a place in the Guinness Book
of World Records for being the oldest
continually manned and operating fire
departments in the world.

Just a few blocks west of the fire de-
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partment is the main branch of the Man-
istee County Library, where one book
that measures a whopping 29 ¥ inches
by 39 % inches is on display. That book,
“The Birds of America,” has page-after-
page of colorful paintings made from
the original drawings of John James
Audubon and a note at the side of the
book reads: “Reissued by J.W. Audubon

Puzzles

Gifts &

€.

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK
231-887-4012 - 358 River St - Manistee
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Roe Lockwood and Sons, publishers,
1860; New York. This is a double ele-
phant folie that ... given to the library by
the Honorable T.J. Ramsdell.”

That Manistee County Historical Mu-
seum, which is located in downtown
Manistee, was originally the A.H. Lyman
Company Building. Built in 1883, it’s
one of many historical structures - both
businesses and homes - the community
has been meticulously maintained into
the 21st century. Because it began as
a drug store, the museum’s display of
items related to that field of science is of
particular note.

The museum also offers an extensive
genealogy station.

Just to the west of the downtown area
on the north side of the Manistee River/
Channel, the 38-foot tall Manistee North
Pierhead Lighthouse just might be one
of the most visited and photographed
lighthouses anywhere in the state, in
part because it has just one of the four
remaining catwalks on Lake Michigan,
one that stretches nearly a quarter-mile
from shoreline to beacon. The fact the
Manistee Lighthouse stands front and
center between the city’s two golden
beaches - Fifth Avenue and First Street -
is an appealing calling card, too.

Starting at the mouth of the Manistee
River Channel where 600-foot long Great
Lakes freighters crawl at a snail’s pace
to get to their foundry docking destina-
tions just over two miles inland on Man-
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istee Lake, locals and visitors can
walk step-for-step alongside with
those giant boats on the city’s river-
walk that runs parallel to the river,
during which they can call out to
the crew to exchange pleasantries.
The riverwalk follows the Manist-
ee River and has 13 signs along its
path, with mileage markers every

. ORDER
Pizza - Pasta =()I\Y]

Submarine Sandwiches
Wrap Sandwiches - Mexican food
Wings - Appelizers - Salads

00 MEDIUM
n$2 OFF "pizza

EXPIRES DECEMBER 30, 2025

221 Parkdale Ave (US 31 N) Manistee, Ml | 231-723-6239

tenth mile to track your distance.
The Ramsdell Regional Center for

the Arts in Manistee is another of
the city’s true jeweled landmarks.
Opening its doors in 1903, it was
named after the aforementioned
local lawyer and entrepreneur, T.J.
Ramsdell. Acclaimed actor James
Earl Jones, known as Todd Jones

JEANNE BARBER PHOTO

in the 1950s when he went to high
school in Brethren and worked at
the theatre, started at the Ramsdell
as a stage carpenter and later broke
into acting when he portrayed Oth-
ello in 1955. The theater was also
where Toni Trucks, who starred in
the hit TV series SEAL Team, got
her start.

Bar, Grill
& Good
Times

MON. Sloppy Joe w/Chips
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Safety is Job One for Badger Captains

BY ERIC WELCH
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY NEWS

For Captains Ed Wiltse and Mike Mar-
tin the safety and security of visitors to
the S.S. BADGER is the highest priority.
Through the Badger’s safety and secu-
rity program, the pair of skippers en-
sure that each and every staff member
understands this commitment and the
importance of keeping passengers and
crew safe while onboard the ship.

Before the season begins the crew of
the Badger participates in safety and se-
curity response drills. The safety train-
ing consists of general safety topics- fire
and emergency, person overboard, and
abandon ship. “We also conduct train-
ing and drills on security awareness and
response,” said Wiltse.

Drills for fire and emergency, person
overboard, abandon ship and securi-
ty response are also part of the annual
safety inspection conducted by the U.S.
Coast Guard each spring. Wiltse said,
“The drills are part of the overall vessel
safety regulations which the Badger
and her crew must satisfy every year
in order to receive the annual certifica-
tions required to operate in commercial
service.

The crew of the Badger continues

to conduct safety and security drills
during the operating season. Some are
scheduled weekly while other surprise
drills are at the Captain’s discretion.
The Badger Captains always make sure
to notify their leadership team of sur-
prise drills so they can inform passen-
gers of the training exercises before-
hand.

The Badger typically gets underway
with a crew ranging between forty and
fifty personnel depending on passenger
load. Captain Martin explains, “the crew
is broken up into three divisions- the
deck crew, engine crew, and hospitality
crew.” Each crew member has a respon-
sibility to act in the event of an emer-
gency, including customer service staff,
or hospitality crew, who are trained to
direct passengers to safety.

An important aspect of keeping pas-
sengers safe are life jackets. Crews
onboard the Badger practice donning
lifejackets first on themselves and then
on another crewmember acting as a pas-
senger unable to help themselves. There
is no time limit for the donning drill,
Captain Martin prefers “staff get it done
properly and without panic.”

One of the most serious emergen-
cies a vessel at sea can experience is a
fire while underway. Members of the

Badger’s deck crew and engine crew

are trained firefighters, many of whom
trained at the fire academy in Traverse
City. These firefighters don their turn-
out gear weekly for emergency training.

In addition to fire and emergency
training the Badger crew performs life-
boat drills at least once a week. Loading
as many crew members as possible into
lifeboats while docked in either Luding-
ton or Manitowoc, Wisconsin. The boats
are lowered into the water and rolled
about to simulate the waves of Lake
Michigan that the crew might encounter
in the event of an abandon ship order.

The Badger is also equipped with a
motorized rescue boat that Captain
Martin said, “must be launched in nine-
ty seconds or less per Coast Guard reg-
ulations.”

The crews train regularly with the
rescue boat in man overboard drills and
Martin adds, “the crews are consistently
under that ninety second launch regu-
lation.” The rescue capabilities of the
Badger include life rafts and the motor-
ized rescue boat can marshal the rafts
through the water, “like a shepherd
herding the flock,” said Martin.

Captain Martin has worked for the
company that owns the Badger for the
past 26 years after graduating from the

Great Lakes Maritime Academy in Tra-
verse City. He has been a Captain on the
Badger for 10 years.

Captain Wiltse is an experienced
mariner as well. In 1984 he entered the
Great Lakes Maritime Academy, were
he served as a cadet on several vessels
as part of the required training. Wiltse
graduated in 1987 and received his li-
cense from the U.S. Coast Guard. He be-
gan his nautical career as a Third Mate
before working his way up to the rank
of Captain.

With more than 66 years of combined
experience at sea, Wiltse and Martin
split their command duties with a three
days on three days off schedule during
the Badger’s operating season, which
begins with the Badger’s first voyage on
May 16 and runs through October 12,
2025.

Wiltse explained that “safety and
training are how we keep our passen-
gers and crew safe. We strive to meet or
exceed the Coast Guard’s guidelines ev-
ery day. If you are not working to be the
safest and best you can be every time,
you do not belong in this business.”
Martin added, “If you’ve never been on
the Badger, please join us- one of the
most fun things you can do is to take an
old steam ship across the lake.”
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in the tall pines, along the sugar-sand
shoreline of Lake Michigan, is the
quaint, quiet community of Pentwater.
Quaint? Yes. It is peaceful and pleas-
ant as any community - big or small -
that calls the Mitten State its home.
Quiet? Not in the summertime. Or
even the spring or fall, for that matter,
though it does nap during the winter
season, but just a bit.

DISCOVER PENTWATER, MICHIGAN

Pentwater: Gmall in size, big in adventure

Resting in the western wilds of Ocea-
na County, Pentwater attracts visitors
by the thousands every summer, vis-
itors who arrive by car, bike and yes,
even by boat - boats that are as big
as the S.S. Badger that drops anchor
in Ludington just a few miles to the
north.

Pentwater’s downtown shopping area
- again, the word quaint comes to mind
when describing it - has dozens of spe-
cialty and curiosity shops, art stores,

one-of-a-kind restaurants and bars that
specialize in deli meats, home-cooked
meals, bakery items, cheeses, fish and
spices, champagnes, wines and beers
and more.

And it’s not just what these business-
es sell and serve that makes them so
unique and inviting year after year, it’s
the kindness of the owners and work-
ers who operate them that makes them,
individually and collectively, fami-
ly-friendly destinations where name
tags aren’t needed because names are
never forgotten.

The patchwork of farms that sur-
round Pentwater offer a seasonal
smorgasbord of fresh, high-energy
fruits and veggies, including aspara-
gus, strawberries, cherries, corn, toma-

toes, plums, pears, nectarines, peaches,
apples, squash and more, which local
stores and restaurants are only too hap-
py to take advantage of - a good thing
for those who patronize those stores
and restaurants. Not to mention the
bountiful farmer’s market held on the
Green.

And the rivers and lakes that sur-
round the community? There are those
who say you won't find any better fish-
ing anywhere else in the state, mak-
ing Pentwater and its waters the ideal
place to catch your salmon, lake and
brown trout, perch, steelhead and
more.

Pentwater Lake - all 500 acres of it
-islocated in the center of town and
is connected by river channel to Lake
Michigan. The Charles Mears State
Park, one of the most popular and
busiest in the state, abuts both the
channel and Lake Michigan and it re-
mains the hub around which the wheel
of fishing, boating, hunting, walking,
power boating, sailing, swimming, kay-
aking, canoeing and birding revolve.

But getting back to the summertime
- the wondrous, peaceful summertime
- when old-time, good-time band con-
certs deliver their own appeal, when

i,

parades and picnics command enthusi-
astic audiences, and when park bench-
es become the meeting grounds for
strangers who quickly become friends.

With a population of about 900 per-
manent residents, give or take a small
family or two, Pentwater can swell to
several thousand when visitors and va-
cation-seekers converge on the quaint
- there’s that word again - community
during the warm and welcome months
of summer.

231869-5766

ChannelLanelnn.com

, : - ’ —
Just a short stroll 1o the village Shops and heac.

231-869-5766

Open Year ‘Round ¢ Reservations Recommended
www.ChannelLanelnn.com
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BY ANDREW VERVEDLE
SS BADGER CHIEF ENGINEER

Visit Ludington in February and you
might think the SS Badger is empty and
sleeping for the winter. For the ship’s
engineers, winter doesn’t mean sitting
idle. Every year, a dozen crewmen con-
duct routine maintenance, inspections,
and upgrades to keep the 72-year-old
steamship as reliable as when she was
new.

One job is overhauling the historic
steam engines. Each piston is pulled
from the cylinders and piston rings
are cleaned and checked. If necessary,
adjustments or even new bearings are
fitted to ensure reliability.

During the sailing season, the Bad-
ger is “home” to her professional crew
who live, work, eat, and sleep onboard
the ship. Winter projects also includ-
ed renovating crew quarters including
the “flickers,” a car deck away from
the hustle and bustle of our guests. On
the early car ferries, when railroad cars
rolled on or off the boats, the lights
would flicker in these rooms, giving
them their name. The lights don’t flick-
er today, but the name remains.

Originally builtin 1930, the decking
on the Ludington dock, or apron, has
been replaced and is ready for decades
more service. This apron was adapted
from handling railcars to automobiles

inter work

and commercial trucks.

Prior to each sailing season, exten-
sive inspections are conducted to en-
sure the Badger remains safe and com-
pliant with maritime law. The United
States Coast Guard (USCG) and Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping (ABS) inspect
the vessel from bow to stern.

Shortly before the sailing season
begins all these efforts culminate in
an intense two to three-day inspection
referred to as Certificate of Inspection .
During COI, the USCG and ABS witness
the operation of safety and engineering
equipment across the entire boat, boil-
er systems and safety valves are tested,
and electric generators are put through
their paces.

It’s not just the boat, the crew is
tested also. Fire and lifeboat drills are
conducted to assure each crew member
knows just what to do if ever the need
arises. Only when everything is proven
ready will the Badger receive her COI
and be ready for our guests.

For Manitowoc and Ludington, the
Badger’s first voyage heralds the arriv-
al of summer; visitors line the channel
to see her pass by and offer a warm
wave to passengers and crew. Thanks
to a dedicated crew, months of hard
work gets the Badger to this point, and
we hope you enjoy sailing her as much
as we do!

The Badgern Sets Sail, and So Do Ouwr Fearts.

Here's to anothier season of bridging connections and
Proudly Serving Our Community For 83 Years

e Expert Collision Repair e Rental Cars Available On Site

I~ 4 e Lifetime Warranty e Insurance Claims Welcome T
e"e s e Undetectable Color Matching /

Auto Center 1742w, US 10 Scotile 231.613.4111
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. Capt. Gabriel s € Badgen fovy adventure

GRIMMS, Wis. -- Mary Svacina has had Svacina, 71, lives in Grimms, Wis., briel, and Mary’s friend, Barbara Gelhau- and me. In those days, there were sit-
a tradition of taking each of her grand- located in Manitowoc County, about sen, of Manitowoc, needed to be back down dinners on the boats and it was
sons on a Round Trip Mini Cruise on the 15 miles from the Badger’s Manitowoc at the dock to catch the boat leaving very fancy. [ remember we were in the
SS Badger ever since they each turned 5 dock. She said the Lake Michigan car fer-  before the 8:45 p.m. (ET) ferry depar- dock in Ludington and my mom hadn’t
years old. Last summer, she took her ries have been part of her life since she ture back to Wisconsin -- just enough remembered which ship we had taken
youngest grandson, Gabriel. was a little girl. time to get ice cream at House of Fla- over from Manitowoc. But, we figured it
“My mom used vors Restaurant -- a Ludington tradition.  out and made it back to the right dock.”
to love dressing me Thanks to a friendly cab driver, and the During that time, eight cross lake
in sailor dresses,” great service of House of Flavors, they car ferries operated out of Ludington,
she said. “I did the were back in plenty of time. transporting rail freight, automobiles,
same thing with my “Visiting Ludington is always a great and passengers to the Wisconsin ports
daughter. Then, she experience,” Mary said. “Everyone is of Manitowoc, Milwaukee, and Ke-
had three boys. So, very friendly. The cab drivers were so waunee.
I started a tradition kind. He went into the restaurant and Mary said she will wait a few years to
of dressing them in let the staff at House of Flavors know take the boys on the Badger again.
a captain’s uniform that we were in between sailings of the “I am waiting until they are older
when they were each  Badger. They made sure we were served  and more independent will give them
5.7 right away. Then, we didn’t even have to  an entirely different experience on the

Each of the boys, call for the cab. He was there waiting for ~ Badger.”
Portland, 10, Rowan, us and got us back to the dock in plenty Round Trip Mini Cruises on the SS

9, and Gabriel, 5, of time for the evening departure.” Badger ferry are available throughout
have sailed on the The only disappointment of the trip the sailing season, May 16 to Oct. 12. To
cross-lake ferry with ~ for Jr. Capt. Gabriel was that he fell take the Cruise, and to return the same
their grandmother. asleep on the return voyage to Manito- day, such as what Mary did, passage
“We left Manito- woc. “He really wanted to see the stars must take place during double sailings,
woc in the afternoon  over Lake Michigan, but just couldn’t which are June 20 to Sept. 1.
and arrived in Lud- stay awake,” Mary said. This cruise offers passengers the op-
ington that evening,” The S.S. Badger and its former sister portunity to travel at a discounted rate
Mary said. “On the vessels have special meaning for Mary. of $108 per adult without a vehicle, re-
cruise, Gabriel drew “I grew up in Manitowoc so the ferries  turning within 48 hours. Passage is free
alot of attention, were a big part of our town,” Mary said. ~ for two children up to age 15; each ad-
even from the cap- “Back then, the ferries would come up ditional child between the ages of 5-15
tain (Capt. Ed Wiltse).  the river, requiring the two bridges to is $62; children under 5 are free for any
He made a special be raised. It was always a thrill when the  cross-lake ferry passage.
effort to speak to Ga-  bridges went up. Passengers wishing to take the Mini
briel. It was certainly “My first trip on a car ferry was on the  Cruise must call the Badger’s Reserva-
a highlight.” City of Midland the summer after my tion Office at 800-841-4243. All other
After arriving in dad died,” Mary said. “I was 8 when my passage can be booked by calling or on-
Ludington at 7 p.m. dad passed away and my mom wanted line at ssbadger.com.
Jr Capt. Gabriel with Capt Ed Wiltse. (EDT), Mary and Ga- to do something special for my siblings

XY DOWNTOWN | THECOFFEE | PITBOWLS I MISSRUBY
© LEGACY PLAZA | | |
° % 102 W, LUDINGTON AVE. LN . Sggﬁmz{ I ; 2311; ’II‘ OR;;%I;,
CLUCK BUCKET Monday(_)%f,zdnesday I 102W, LUDINGTON AVE. | LUDINGTON ' Open
— Eatn Goodl — [ SAM-6PM I OpenDilye | Open U Tuesday-Friday
Doordash Delivery « cluckbucketmi.com ursday B Saturday | 8 AM | TueSdaY - Saturday I 11 AM -7 PM
T 231-425-3177 @ 8 AM -8 PM | | 11AM -7PM |

- Sunday 8 AM-3 PM
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\We’re Green About Trash! . V{?};OJHG ,
ack Badger!!
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL SERVICES
RECYCLING SERVICE

MASON COUNTY’S ONLY LOCAL WASTE HAULER
Family-Owned and operated for 35+ Years
Mason County’s Only Local Waste Hauler

Call 231-843-9129 today or stop by our Transfer Station:
5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington Office: 119 S. Main St., Scottville
wastereductionsystemslic@gmail.com

et Your X
~NY o N
SNINES

For over 40 years families have trusted our
team of jewelers. We are proud to
serve our community and look forward
to many more years!

SERVICES OFFERED:
QUALIFIED APPRAISALS ¢ JEWELRY REPAIR ON PREMISES
RING SIZING & REPAIR ¢ OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GEMSTONE & DIAMOND REPLACEMENT e BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM DESIGNS
ENGAGEMENT & WEDDING RINGS e FINISHED JEWELRY FROM QUALITY
USA MANUFACTURERS
(=] e ]

4 ‘6/ 327 S. James St.
Ludington, MI 49431
231-845-5257
Victoriasjewelry327@gmail.com

Ludington’s Diamond Destination www.ludingtonjewelers.com

i # % Discover Ludington's
Newest Art Destination!

¢ Showcasing over 35
Michigan artists

o Watercolor, acrylic & oil paintings,
woodwork, glasswork, pottery,
unique jewelry and more

e Purchase beautiful art for
yourself or as a gift!

JAMES STREET « Diveinto creativity with our
GALLERY engaging art classes

¢ Unique, handmade art jewelry pieces
323 S. James St., Ludington, Ml that stand out
artrocks323@gmail.com o Conveniently located next to
www.artrocks323.com Victoria’s Jewelry
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SS Badger, home of the Poort family

LUDINGTON, Mich. -- Over its 70-plus
years of service, the SS Badger has been
a vessel of making special memories
for thousands of people that span mul-
tiple generations. For one Hart, Michi-
gan family the Badger not only provid-
ed an important service during a time
of hardship, it has become an integral
part of their lives.

“My 21-year-old daughter, Sarah Ur-

siny, had been diagnosed with terminal
cancer in 2021,” Tonia Poort explained.

“She was living in Hart, and we had to
transport her multiple times to the
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota for treat-
ments. Eventually, the tumor caused a
spinal cord injury and paralyzed her,
making the eight-hour drive challeng-
ing.”

Taking the SS Badger, which travels

between Ludington, Michigan and Man-
itowoc, Wisconsin, would cut the drive
time in half.

“I called the Badger’s reservation of-
fice to find out if the ship could accom-
modate Sarah, who, at that point, was
using a large motorized wheelchair,”
Tonia said. “T knew that boarding the
ship required going up to another deck
and that the Badger had a stair chair to

assist with passengers with disabilities.
The reservation specialist explained
that the motorized wheelchair couldn’t
be brought to the passenger decks, but
we could use a regular wheelchair.”

Tonia said she knew she would not
be able to transfer Sarah herself be-
tween the wheelchairs and the stair
chair.

“The woman on the phone was very
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calm and said, ‘No worries, we have
people who can help with all your
needs,” Tonia said. “There was just so
much compassion in her voice and all
my worries just went away. At that mo-
ment I just knew we were embarking
on something special.”

Over the 2021 sailing season, Sarah
got to know many of the crew members
and passengers.

“The people we met were just incred-
ible,” Tonia said. “Passengers would
come up and ask to pray with us. The
crew members would share their sto-
ries with us. Every single crossing was
just an amazing experience. [t was so
convenient for us to travel on the ship
and became something that Sarah real-
ly looked forward to. It was very thera-
peutic for her.”

Because of the frequent trips on the
boat, Sarah got to know the crew mem-
bers.

“During one of our crossings she
was talking with one of the deck crew
members,” Tonia said. “She wanted to
know all about his job and what it took
to keep the ship going. She came home
and told her younger brother, Luke,
who was a student at Hart High School
that he needed to apply for a job on the
Badger.

“She told Luke that working on the
Badger would be the perfect job for
him.”

Then, one day, Sarah began talking to
Dean Schultz, who, at that time, worked
as the ship’s explosives K-9 handler. As
part of the ship’s security protocols, the
Badger utilizes K-9 services to detect
possible threats to the ship, inspecting
vehicles waiting to be loaded. Schultz
began working for the Badger following
his retirement as a sergeant with Lud-
ington Police Department.

Steve Poort, Tonia’s husband and fa-
ther of Sarah, was about to retire from
a career in law enforcement.

“Sarah started asking Dean about his
job,” Tonia said. “She told him all about
her dad and how he was getting ready
to retire and she knew he needed some-
thing else to do as he moved into a new
season in his life. Sarah wrote down
her dad’s number on a piece of paper
and handed it to Dean. As we drove off
I thought to myself, ‘He’s just going to
throw that piece of paper away.”

Sarah passed away on Dec. 5, 2021 at
the age of 22, just two months after the
Badger’s sailing season ended, leaving
her young son, Douglas and husband
Scott Ursiny Jr., along with the rest of
her family.

Then, something happened.

In January 2022 Dean Schultz called
Steve to talk about the K-9 position at
the Badger. The two met for dinner and
spent several hours talking about their
careers and what it’s like to work at the
Badger.

“I couldn’t believe that Dean kept
that note and then called Steve. They
very quickly became friends,” Tonia
said.

As Sarah knew it would happen,
Steve began working at the Badger
prior to the 2022 sailing season. As ex-
plosives K-9 handler, he works with the
ship’s dog, Greta. Luke also put in his
application to work on the deck crew
and was hired in the pre-season as well.

Then, Tonia was hired to work on the
deck crew in June 2022.

“The first day they hired me the sun
began to shine again in my life,” Tonia
said.

Tonia and Steve’s other son, Nathan
Poort, was then hired to work as a
coal passer on the engine crew. Their

daughter, Katie Poort, and Tonia’s
mother, Sue McDonald of Shelby, Mich-
igan, were also hired.

“My mom started out working in
the galley and this coming season will
work in the cruise director’s office,”
Tonia said. “Katie won't be returning
this season so she can concentrate on
taking care of her newbhorn baby.”

“My entire family working at the Bad-
ger has been such a blessing,” Tonia
said. “When we are on board togeth-
er we always eat together. For me, it’s
been an incredible experience. I spent
two seasons working in deck securi-
ty, which allowed me to meet so many
people and share our stories.”

Sue said she enjoys working on the
Badger for many reasons, but most im-
portantly she gets to spend time with
her family.

“I'love working on the Badger,” Sue
said. “The best part is spending time
with my family. I am so proud of my
grandchildren and the careers they
have developed on the boat.”

This year, Tonia has taken on a new
role with the company. In January she
was named gift shop manager, follow-
ing the unexpected passing of Valarie
Stapleton, who was in the position for
over two decades.

“I am honored to follow in Val’s foot-
steps,” Tonia said. “Val was such a be-
loved member of the crew and set such
a strong foundation of offering quality
products for Badger fans. This is such a
great opportunity.”

Both Luke and Nathan have fur-
thered their maritime education, mov-
ing into new positions. Luke is now an
able-bodied seaman, a certification that
is the first step of moving into higher
deck crew ranks. They both said they
plan on having long careers at Lake

Michigan Carferry and Interlake Mari-
time Services.

Lake Michigan Carferry, which operates
the Badger, is owned by Interlake Mari-
time Services, whose Interlake Steamship
Company operates one of the largest
freighter fleets on the Great Lakes.

After the Badger was laid-up for
the season in October 2024, Luke was
transferred to the M/V Mesabi Miner, a
1,004-foot freighter that has a holding
capacity of 63,300 gross tons. There,
he served as a wheelsman until the
ship was laid up for the winter.

“Luke will be returning to the Mesabi
Miner when it returns to service,” Tonia
said. “He’ll work there as a wheelsman
until the Badger returns to full crew at
the end of April. 'm very proud that
the captain of Mesabi Miner wanted
him to return.”

Nathan was sent to school by LMC to
earn his qualified member of the en-
gine department (QMED) license, a mer-
chant mariner credential (MMC) that
allows a mariner to work in the engine
room of a ship. It’s the highest rating
for unlicensed crew members in the
engine room. The engine crew on board
the Badger has a job unique to any oth-
er maritime job in the United States,
as the Badger is the last coal-powered
steamship in the country.

“This is such an incredible company,
Tonia said. “It understands the impor-
tance of investing in its employees and
sends them to further their education.
My family has been so blessed to join
this even bigger family of amazing,
compassionate and caring people. We
justlove the Badger and Interlake and
it’s all because of the tragedy of my
daughter’s passing, which became a
miracle for all of us. I just know she is
still with us.”

Gﬂﬂll TIMES ON TAP AT THE HOF!

YOUR FAVORITE HOMETOWN HANGOUT JUST GOT EVEN BETTER

‘he
} 11€

Music Bingo every Tuesday - May 6-Aug 26 - 6:30 PM

Happy Hour Wednesdays 1-8 PM - S2 Drinks

Friday Fish Fry -

OPEN:
Tue, Thu, Fri

- 4PM
Wed, Sat, Sun - 1 PM; (Closed Mondays)

Come hungry, leave happy

Follow us on Facebook for
weekly specials & events!

3220 E. Freesoil Rd. 231.464.6123
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Technology on board the S.S. Badger
spans nearly 200 years. One of the old-
est forms of technology is the engine
order telegraph (EOT), which is used to
communicate between the pilot houses
and the engine room.

The EOT was created by an engineer
and medical doctor named Charles
Grafton Page (1812-1868) in the 1850s.

o /)

History of the Chadburn EOT

The EOT is a device that allows the cap-
tain or officers on a ship’s bridge (pilot
house) to transmit specific speed and
direction orders to the engineers in
the engine room, improving navigation
safety and efficiency.

The EOT operates with a small black
arrow located near the center of the
dial, connected by wire to the other

telegraph. It shows what the other sta-
tion’s telegraph handle is set at. When
the pilot house crew calls for an order,
the black arrow in the engine room
moves to that position; a bell rings to
notify an order has been given. The en-
gine room crew then answers by mov-
ing their handle to match the arrow,
which causes the arrow on the pilot

house’s telegraph to move to match the
handle’s position, acknowledging the
command.

Charles Page earned a degree in med-
icine from Harvard College in 1836
and gave lectures on chemistry. While
still a medical student, he conducted
a groundbreaking experiment which
demonstrated the presence of electric-
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ity in an arrangement of a spiral conductor that no
one had tried before. The device emitted shocks and
Page advocated for it to be used for medical treat-
ment, an early form of electrotherapy. But, his own
interest lay in its heightening of electrical tension, or
voltage, above that of the low voltage battery input.
After improvements, he named it the Dynamic Mul-
tiplier.

His experiments led to the invention of the induc-
tion coil. His work was cited by Alexander Graham
Bell, 30 years later, as an important precedent for
Bell's development of the telephone.

He later invented many other electromagnetic de-
vices and even consulted with Samual F.B. Morse and
Alfred Lewis Vail on the development of telegraph
apparatus and techniques. He contributed to the
adoption of suspended wires using a ground return,
designed a signal receiver magnet and tested a mag-
neto as a source of substitute for the battery.

Another one of Page’s inventions included the Axi-
al Engine, an electromagnetic locomotive.

EOTs on the Badger are located in the engine room
and both the forward and aft pilot houses. Passen-
gers can witness the EOT in use when the captain
moves to the aft pilot house during docking. During
this procedure, a series of maritime music occurs
as a variety of bells chime from the EOT indicating
various communication back and forth between the
captain and the engineers. Down in the engine room,
two engineers monitor the EOTs -- one controlling
the starboard side engines, one controlling the port
side engines while an oiler keeps watch on the in-
struments.

The EOTs on board the Badger were manufac-
tured by Chadburn’s Limited of Liverpool, England,
which is why they are often referred to as “Chad-
burns.” Chadburn and its predecessor companies
were responsible for 75 percent of the world’s ma-
rine telegraph production. The Badger’s Chadburns
were installed during her construction in 1952 and
continue to be used as a primary source of commu-
nications.

Welcome Back Badger!!
" Welcome Back Badger

ormeless Picttere Framing

pEEEEEwes LIl ]

Robert J. Randle, Owner
103 E. Ludington Ave.
rrandle19@hotmail.com 231-233-2221

LUDINGTON MUNICIPAL MARINA IIABBI)II VIEW MARINA HARE”RWEW

Seasonal Dates: April 15 - October 15 Daily, Monthly and Seasonal rates are available.
Summer Hours: 6 am to 10 pm;; Spring & Fall Hours: 8 am to 5 pm Call (231)843-6032
400 W. Filer St. « Mailing: 400 S. Harrison 400 S. Rath Ave., Ludington, MI 49431
Ludington, MI 49431 M A R | N A
www.ludingtonmarinas.com 231-843-9611 [i www.ludingtonmarinas.com - 231-843-6032 [I |
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Ludington:
A Feast for
the Senses

Ludington is not only a place to em-
bark or disembark after a trip on the
S.S. Badger. It is also a city filled with
historic, culinary, creative, and sim-
ply fun things to do. Here are some of
the top ways to spend time strolling

through the vibrant downtown or head-
ing towards the beach for a truly enjoy-

able day in the sunshine.

LAKE MICHIGAN BEACH SCENE

Ludington boasts some of the Mid-
west’s best beaches, with 28 miles of
shoreline. Within walking distance to
downtown, Stearns Park Beach offers
volleyball courts, food concessions,
picnic areas with grills, shuffleboard,
mini-golf, and a skate park. It’s also a
great location to watch the S.S. Badger
ferry arrive. Dock distance: 1.3 miles.
Website: www.pureludington.com/
Beaches-Parks

CLIMBALIGHTHOUSE

Ludington is home to the Ludington
North Breakwater Light and Big Sable
Point Light in Ludington State Park. The
Breakwater Light is accessible from
a half-mile pier and is open for tours
and tower climbs in summer. Big Sable
Point Lighthouse, located 1.5 miles into
the park, offers panoramic views and
a scenic hike. Dock distance: 1.8 miles.
Website: www.splka.org

HUNT FOR SCULPTURES

Waterfront Sculpture Park includes
green space for picnicking, two large
playscapes, and a sculpture trail with
nine bronze sculptures depicting Lud-
ington’s history. Dock distance: 0.5
mile. Website: www.pureludington.
com/Waterfront-Sculpture-Park
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CULTURE GALORE

Ludington’s cultural attractions in-
clude the Port of Ludington Maritime
Museum in the former U.S. Coast Guard
Station, Sandcastles Children’s Mu-
seum with three floors of interactive
exhibits, and Ludington Area Center
for the Arts hosting exhibitions and
performances. Several galleries are lo-
cated downtown. Dock distance: 0.6 to
1 mile. Website: www.pureludington.
com/Arts-Culture

TAKE AHIKE

Ludington features over 40 miles of

trails, including the Maritime Heritage
Trail, the paved Cartier Pathway (1.3
miles), and the 10-mile Urban Single-
track Trail System. Ludington State
Park also offers 25 miles of trails. Bike
rentals are available from Spindrift
Cyclesports and Trailhead Bike Shop.
Website: www.shorelinecyclingclub.
org

ATTEND AN EVENT

Ludington hosts weekly artisan and

farmers markets, live concerts, season-

al beach bonfires, movies in the park,
and signature events like the Fourth of

7z
4

July Freedom Festival and Suds on the
Shore. Website: www.pureludington.
com/Events

TASTE CRAFT BEER

Enjoy local craft brews at Ludington
Bay Brewing Co. and Jamesport Brew-
ing Co., or sample Michigan-only craft
beer at the Mitten Bar. All offer excel-
lent food and vibrant atmospheres.

Dock distance: less than 0.5 mile. Web-

site: www.pureludington.com/BEER

GO FISHING ON LAKE MICHIGAN

Ludington is a top fishing port,
known for its abundance of trout and
salmon. More fish are caught here
annually than at any other Michigan
port. Choose from 25 licensed charter
captains. Dock distance: less than 0.5
mile. Website: www.ludingtonsalmon.
com

ENJOY A CULINARY EXPERIENCE

Ludington’s downtown is filled with
dining options and drink spots. Lega-
cy Plaza features tables, a fireplace, a
music stage, and a pavilion for events.
Sample adult beverages in the Luding-
ton Outdoor Social District. Dock dis-
tance: 0.5 mile. Website: www.down-
townludington.org

WATCH THE SUNSET

Enjoy sunsets over Lake Michigan
from Waterfront Park or Stearns Park
Beach. Free Sunset Beach Bonfires with
live music take place the fourth Thurs-
days in June, July, and August from
8-10 p.m. Dock distance: 0.5 to 1.3
miles. Website: www.pureludington.
com/Sunset-Bonfire

OUTDOORADVENTURES

Ludington State Park - With 5,300
acres between Lake Michigan and Ham-
lin Lake, the park offers dunes, forests,
21 miles of trails, swimming, tubing on

Welcome Back
Lake Michigan Carferry

SAME GREAT
SERVICE

LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU

LAKESHORE MOTORS

Service

4413 W, US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI
231-292-5768

702 S. Jame:;, St.,T_udington, MI
231-425-3526
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Big Sable River, and 360 campsites.
Website: www.michigan.gov/dnr/
parks

Big Sable Point Lighthouse - Lo-
cated in Ludington State Park, it’s
a 1.5-mile hike to the tower. Chil-
dren over 40 inches tall can climb
for a panoramic view. Website:
www.splka.org

Hamlin Lake Beach - Warmer
waters make this spot inside Lud-
ington State Park ideal for young
swimmers. Families can boat, fish,
and picnic here. Website: www.
pureludington.com

INDOOR FUN &
EDUCATIONAL SPOTS

Sandcastles Children’s Museum
- Located at 129 East Ludington Ave-
nue, this 12,000-square-foot museum
includes over 30 interactive exhibits
on transportation, construction, and
healthcare. Website: www.sandcas-
tleschildrensmuseum.com

PET-FRIENDLYTHINGSTO DO
Ludington is a pet-friendly haven for
travelers accompanied by their four-
legged companions. The city offers
several outdoor spots where pets are
welcome. Central Bark at Cartier Park

e e

PROUDLY PROVIDING YOU
THE VERY BEST MEATS FOR

HAMS « BACON e« BRATS ¢ HOT DOGS

CHEESE ¢ BURGER ¢ SAUSAGE ° JERKY

SUMMER SAUSAGE ¢ SMOKED MEATS
SNACK STICKS e« RIBS

LOCATED IN CUSTER, MI
231-757-4768 www.sandersmeats.com

is Ludington’s only off-leash dog
park, complete with separate ar-
eas for large and small dogs in a
wooded, fenced setting. Dogs can
also splash freely at Loomis Street
Dog Beach and Buttersville Beach,

%@W5OVM@/QWW@MC@WM@

The Ludington
Senior Center
Vitality at its best!

"Keeping Seniors Active and Independent”
Providing Activities for Healthier Living

Matter of Balance Classes
Painting and Craft Classes

Tax Credits

Medicare/Medicaid Assistance
Exercise Classes - Enhance Fitness,
Zumba, Yoga, Stretch/Fit, Line
Dancing, Cardio Drumming,
Feldenkrais

Clubs - Coin, Walking, Garden, | ]
Men’s Breakfast, Book Club ;
Fun in-door activities
Ping Pong
Billiards

Trips
Cards/Games

Stop in and see what’s new, or read a copy of our monthly newsletter!
A digital copy can be accessed on our Facebook page.
Come join in on the fun, ages 50 and up!

308 S. Rowe, Ludington 231-845-6841

http://ludingtonseniorcenter.org
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both of which allow off-leash play and access to Lake
Michigan. Ludington State Park is another favorite,
with leashed dogs welcome on its trails and at shore-
line areas like Sargent Sand Lake and Lost Lake.

For scenic walks, pet owners can enjoy the paved
one-mile Cartier Park Walk Path, which features waste
stations and views of Lincoln Lake. The Ludington
School Forest Trails offer over five miles of wooded
paths ideal for leashed pets, while Ludington State
Park provides more than 20 miles of diverse terrain
that’s perfect for outdoor exploration with a dog.

Dining with your dog is also easy in Ludington.
Restaurants like Ludington Bay Brewing Co., The Blu
Moon Bistro, Cafe 106, and House of Flavors offer out-
door seating areas where dogs are welcome, so you
can enjoy a meal or a treat together.

For additional resources, visit Visit Ludington’s
Pet-Friendly Guide and Pure Ludington’s Dog-Friendly
Page.

Plan Your Visit Website: www.pureludington.com
Address: 119 S. Rath Ave., Ludington, MI 49431
Phone: (800) 542-4600

Facebook: facebook.com/PureLudington
Instagram: @pureludington

Twitter: @Pure_Ludington

Take a trip to the past!

Behind-the-Scene Tours Available
Come
and
: meet
P : , the
L _— o | ek Y pioneers!
: : : Historic
o : . ,’ 2 . : WHITE 1687 S. Lgkeshore Dr.
: y B N g Ludington
PADNOS : S \F;IIEEAGE Michigan
Come learn how MasonCounty  : ... ...,
: history is saved :
: Summer Hours (May-Oct) Pilot a
' ( Tues-Thurs 10am-5pm; Fri & Sat 10am-6pm carferrg
PEREMARQUETTE. & &
: L Lake
0“ ( R \“50“ COUI[". Michigan!
843-4455 § o E o E L()—l 130 E. Ludington Ave. EaEPort of 217 S. Lakeshore Dr.
© L 0B Downtown Ludington : =2 H}\?{IH(I;;‘E)N Ludington
. ! —= e u 231-843-4808 + + BMUSEUM Michigan
2601 W. US'10, LUdmgton : Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-4
www.padnos.com : Open every Sat. 8-Noon in April & May L cuebsitefol e‘;;';t_sszt_,’ﬂgi)%"cou"tym'H'Story'org
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Cheers to a Fantastic
Sailing Season SS Badger!

Luwdinglon
BEVERAGE CO,INC.
Serving Western Michigan

Todd Reed
ToddandBradReed.com
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Business Accounting

‘We Are Committed To Your Success
Local Professionals Serving Local People

HEYSE &
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Lakewinds Center West
409 W. Ludington Ave., Suite 205, Ludington
(231) 845-9500 Fax: (231) 845-9505
www.rphcpa.com

Discover your feet’s
happy place at Safari Sun!

Our expert pedicures
transport you to a world
of relaxation and beauty,

ensuring your toes
are sandal ready and
shining with health.

Come in and feel the warmth!

STEP INTO SUNSHINE:

Perfect
Pedicures { j
Await!

w3
C) =

3843 W. Hwy. 10, Ludington
Salon . Tanning -Massage 845-6597 www safarisunbeauty.com -l

SALON, TANNING, MASSAGE,
MANICURES, PEDICURES, NAILS
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Night
arrival

STAFF PHOTO

OFF:ROADVEHICLERENTALS!

Explore the Silver Lake Sand Dunes with
us and enjoy the views of Lake Mlchlgan'

JOINUS|FOR[OUR]
(EEIIIHDE/‘IDIEZﬂ"EﬂIEEB

s -~..- /

‘ ’g‘"ﬁ*ﬁ\\\

¥ Yoy ".,;' 4 iy D) %
AT f‘"‘"«%@m .

1931 N. 24th Ave Mears MI 49436 I sﬂverbackoffroad com
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ANDY KLEVORN PHOTO

A
Y Y FHevate

HEMPIRE  Your

Large 2-topping round ‘

A - Experience!

or thin crust or Large
1-topping deep dish pizza

Discover
why we're

~i LUDINGTON oo ,
z-Medium_ 1-topping !:izzas 5485 US-10 Next to Walgreens Y : We St M |Ch |g a n S
s | (231) 843-6363 ;5 chceser Howis Eread: with

We Deliver » Open Late dipping sauce & 2 Liter of Pepsi ‘, : = -‘ . - 7 faVO I’ite SpOt fOI'

Open for Lunch

pROUDLY N . .
hGron Hungry/Howias 2, W quality cannabis
O uszsowe: e T & 1305 Main St. Scotwville, Mi

For use by individuals 21 years of age or older only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a
motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

Prices and participation may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. Additional toppings, delivery and tax extra. All stores are independently owned and
operated. Hungry Howie’s and its related marks are trademarks of Hungry Howie’s Pizza & Subs, Inc. Pepsi, the Pepsi logo and related marks are trademarks of PepsiCo.
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Come ashore for Ludington’s
best-kept (but never quiet) Secret

Behind a fresh new look is a bar
that knows how to party.
\%} From Cocktails to Karaoke to Trivia nights and
1

e veoneme oo lop-Tier bands, the Sand Bar is the place where

2035, JAMES oT. upington, mi Locals gather and tourists become regulars
~ 231-425-3093

n
20
(
B
f

?*%\\THE VIBE IS HERE'

Al ---ARE YOU!

Vour next night out starts here - followus! "f ©

) s

SHANNA AVERY PHOTO

Eetetnating
verr 30 Yearns?

TWO GREAT STORES IN ONE LOCATION
o B G e

sa & Douq ) ! !

Boutique C];tBing & Toys

+ Lazy One PJ’s + Mudd Pie
+ Angel Dear & 2171y

- Little Me + Quincy Mae R -
- Sweet Bamboo

+ Magnetic Me

QTP et Clothing * Shoes
Sizes Boys & Girls
Newborn to 14/16

Largest Selection
on the Lakeshore!

- yw‘ ‘
123 EAST LUDINGTON AVENUE - LUDINGTON - 843-3734
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Badger,
fishermen

FILE PHOTO

SET SAIL FOR A NEW BEGIN

Whether buying or selling...
Let’s navigate the market together!

| MICHIGAN
CRAFTED
BEER, WINE

Aeator { 3. 1 | sPORTSMAN'S |

A FAMILY TRADITION
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

; 231-510-5065 . [k %"
: mwili

Lighthouse Realty - i§ RIS

, MITTENBAR.COM
503 S Rath Ave - Ludington, M| 49431 S—

LUDINGTON, MI
(231) 843-2138

Dt """""sarg

111 W. LUDINGTON AVE. |

| WWW.TAKEOUTLUDINGTON.COM

Alow key
place to
meet and

Beverages,
Snacks and
Pizza
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Tractors
coming

Badger

FILE PHOTO

WWI”? UDINGTON

A collection of handmade items
from over 75 creators, including
25 artists from Ludington!
Pottery, jewelry, original paintings, & prints
are just some of the gifts you will find.
Think of us as that great art show that never ends!

Seasonal hours can be found on Google, Facebook & Instagram
Located at 208 W. Ludington Ave.

Dlg Into Delicious at Orchard Market

We're rooting for fresh!

From blooms to baked goods, we've got everything
you need to make life a h’ttle sweeter (and tastier)!

v Farm-fresh, in-season produce from our very own farm s
v Acomplete greenhouse of annuals & perennials 4
v Other fresh produce available daily

v Homemade fudge & donuts made in-house
v Fresh bakery treats that hit the sweet spot

Celebrating over 65 years!

Open 7 days a week -
come grow, snack, and shop with us!

8400 N. US 31, FREESOIL | (231) 464- 5534 | A orchardmarket us

B K AR« N

W e T W & W U, V) 2N

LIS upmws g«- ” ",
BREATHE .. &

INDIAN
SUMMER

Made in Ludington, Michigan
From Tree to You ...
MADE IN LUDINGTON,

MICHIGAN
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Badger at sunrise

INSURANCE
WORK
WELCOME

Dusty’s

Auto Body & Detail, Inc.

“Where The Detail Makes The Difference”

.

Making A Difference
Since 1988

FREE ESTIMATES
(231) 845-1367

135 S. Jebavy Drive, Ludington
Jeff Dust, Owner

AU Aboard Hene's to sailing smaothly into a new season of
the Badger!  adventures betueen Ludington and Manitowoe
Proudly providing quality flooring to your family for 46 years

FLOORING STYLES FROM THE BEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS.

Hardwood ¢ Vinyl Planking * Laminate * Ceramic Tile
Quartz Counter Tops ¢ Carpet * Grabel Window Treatments

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO

P HARBOR
% FLOORING

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-5 PM; Sat. By Appointment
3473 W.US 10 (Formerly Marek Auto Parts) Ludington 231.845.7149
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ToddandBradReed.com
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YOUR SUMMER

If your idea of the perfect vacation is sugar-sand
beaches, clear blue waters along 28 miles of Lake
Michigan shoreline, outdoor

adventures, climbing to the top of historic lighthoust
or exploring a charming downtown, Ludington is youF
destination for Pure Michigan fun. Ludington's
unspoiled natural resources offers a qumtessentlal Up
North™ experience all within easy reach.

No matter what you're seeking - a beach or outdoor
adventure, a peaceful get-away, or just a community of
friendly faces - you can find it in Pure Ludington.

PURELUDINGTON.COM




