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Celebrate the 

85th Fair!

Blue
Ribbon 
Perks

Rufus the DufusExperience the Experience the ButterflyButterflyEncounter!Encounter!

All Week
All Week

Long !Long ! AUG. 6-10
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Beef...Sheep...Swine...Goats...Chickens...Turkeys will be sold

THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 BUYERS!

The West Michigan Livestock Council
Invites you to the 2024 Youth Livestock Auction

at the Western Michigan Fair

Saturday, August 10  • Beginning at 11:00 am
Located in the Show/Sale Barn #11

Everyone is invited and welcomed 
to support area youth who have 

raised top quality animals which will 
help further their education

Acres Co-op
At the Peak Roofing
Blarney Castle
Brackett Snowplowing
Brett & Beth Saxton
Callesen Wealth Management
Cameron Bros.
Captain Chuck’s
Ceres Solutions
Change Parts
Char Etchison
Christy Anderson
Clean Cut Lawncare
Corewell Health
Country Equine
Curt Vanderwall
Dan & Kara Kriesel
Dr. Lew Squires
Dreamweaver Lures
Ebels
Ed Pylman
Family Fare
Fred & Sharon Walters
Gamble Farm Properties
Gillison’s Variety & Fabrication
Gordy & Tiny Edmondson
Grand Haven Custom Molding
Greenstone Farm Credit Services

Griswold Family Dentistry
Gustafson Well Drilling
Hackert Orchards
Hang’em High Tops
Hardman Construction
Hart Animal Clinic
Isbell Family
J. Heck & Sons
Jacob Tiles
Jean Long
Jesse Petersen Farm
John & Bobbi Areklet
John & Karen Lammi
John & Teresa Shoop
John Moolenar
John Shafer & Son

Jon Bumstead
Karli Chosa
Ken & Donna Miszewski
LaBranz Asparagus Farm
Lane Stotler Cattle Company
Lane Stotler Farm Bureau Insurance
Larsen Farms
Larsen’s Landscaping
Larson’s Ace Hardware
Lela’s Kettle Corn
Lemire Janitorial
Ludington Beverage
Ludington Dairy Queen
Ludington Meat Company
Ludington Paint & Glass
Magee Insurance

Major Farms
Mary Johnson
Matt & Sarah Wood
Mauer Equine Sports Care
Meg Gunia-Five Star Real Estate
Meijer
Merskin & Merskin
Metalworks
Napa
Nick Johnson
Northside Market
Overmyer Acres
Paddlesports Warehouse
Padnos
PB&J Farms
P&M Farms

Pere Marquette Winery
Petersen & Sons
Pine Haven Farms
Quickway
Ranch Productions
Ray & Sally Wittlieff
Ray Janish
Reeman Farm Equipment
Robert & Sara Hilton
Safe Harbor Credit Union
Sanders
Scott & Becky Tyndall
Shafer Hog Farm
Shane & Melissa Ruboyianes
Shea Farms
Shelby State Bank

Smith & Eddy Insurance
Springdale Farms
SRM Concrete
Sticks-N-Stone
Storybook Ranch
Summit Services
The Hof
The Market
Thurow Farms
Tiles Farms Trucking
Tiny Acres Farm
TJ Schmidt
Tom & Patricia Ezdebski
Tony Jabrocki
Treetop Meadows
Tricia Keith
Tri-County Feeds
Turf Care Mole Man
UACJ Whitehall Industries
Visscher Construction
Washaw Construction
Watson’s
Weldon Creek Farms
West Shore Bank
Wood Genetics
Wyman Funeral Home
Ziehm LP Gas

For more information please view the WMLC Facebook page or call or text Jolene Babbin at 231-233-4176

Meet your 2024 Western Michigan Fair
Association Board of Directors

Photos courtesy of Rob Alway, Mason County Press

Brandon Quillan
1st Vice President

John Lammi
President

Tyler Martz
Executive Director

Dennis Cregg

Brittany Smith Angel Austin Jamie Wehner Daryl Jabrocki Andy Quillan Megan Samuels

Scott Merz
Executive Director

Sheri Howe
Secretary

Deby Gustafson 
Treasurer

Linda Hackert

John Cregg
2nd Vice President



4  | 	   LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR    |    SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2024 SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2024  |  LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR	  |    5

LUDINGTON  •  5621 W. 1ST ST.  •  231-845-7031

Rieth-Riley is a full service asphalt paving company handling
all sizes of projects, ranging from small patch projects

to major highway reconstruction

PRODUCTS
ASPHALT SUPPLY • AGGREGATE SUPPLY • RECYCLED MATERIALS

SERVICES
ASPHALT PAVING • CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION AND PAVING

SITE PREPARATION & EXCAVATOR

ASPHALT
PAVING & 
SUPPLY

COMPANY

FROM PARKING LOTS TO HIGHWAYS

more 4-H youth working on projects. 
“The kids did the work,” he said. And 
those projects at fair showtime general-
ly earned blue ribbons.

“Ivan always asked the dads to stay 
both for safety, and as a way to form a 
bond with child parent,” Marcia Hansen, 
a long-time West Michigan Fair support-
er and a former Mason County 4-H di-
rector, said. “You dropped the kids off 
and stayed with them. He was very, very 
proud of that.”

Hansen said Ivan Anthony “rates right 
at the top of volunteer leaders who ex-
emplify the 4-H program. He was just a 
great 4-H leader.”

So, too, she said was Ivan’s wife Betty 
who led a sewing club.

Hansen’s late husband Roger, and Ivan 
served on the fair board together so the 
Anthonys and Hansens were friends.

Hansen recalls a story that illustrates 
how important 4-H was to Ivan Anthony,

“When Ivan was serving on the State 
4-H Advisory Council, he reminded his 
bride-to-be Betty, when they were set-
ting a date for their wedding, it couldn’t 
conflict with one of the state meetings. 

We always giggled about that.”
But his impact is nothing to giggle 

over.
“The number of kids they taught 

and influenced with life skills is just 
mind-boggling. I wish there were more 
(like) him,” Hansen said.

One of those kids was neighbor Joe 
Cooper, Riverton Fire Department Chief.

“I loved it,” Cooper said of his years in 
the Summit Woodchoppers. “My broth-
ers all went through it, too. The whole 
neighborhood did.”

Those new to the club would start 
learning how to use hand tools learning 
and basic skills such as sanding. As they 
progressed and got older, they could use 
power tools. Between Cooper’s father, 
Duane, and Ivan, the young woodwork-
ers had access to all the tools they would 
need.

“You could get pretty fancy,” Cooper 
said of the 4-H projects the members 
worked on. He says he has “a houseful” 
of his Summit Woodchoppers’ projects.

“We enjoyed helping each other,” Coo-
per recalls. “You took pride and joy and 
helping other people do their projects. 

You hoped everybody got a blue ribbon 
at the fair.’’

Each week’s meeting concluded with 
the club cleaning up after themselves, 
a practice Cooper says he carries on to 
this day.

“You clean up and get ready for tomor-
row so you can start right in when you 
get to work,” he said.

“One thing Ivan always taught us 
is you measure twice, cut once,” Coo-
per said. “He had a bunch of funny lit-
tle posters with sayings like that in the 
wood chop.

“I learned a lot from Ivan. He was a 
great neighbor,” Cooper said. “He is go

ing to be missed. He taught a lot of 
kids.”

Anthony served on the local 4-H Coun-
cil when Marcia Hansen was the county 
4-H director. “I could always count on 
him staying after a meeting for more 
conversation,” she said.

She recalls Anthony, who as Mason 
County Clerk saw court documents as 
part of that role, frequently would say 
he’d never sees the names of 4-H kids on 
papers coming out of court.

Visitors to the Mason County Fair-
grounds may notice a tribute in memory 
of Ivan Anthony and his service.

“Right before I retired, Ivan decided we 
(the fairgrounds) needed some bench-
es,” Hansen said. “And we did. He en-
listed (his Summit Woodchoppers) kids, 
each year making four or five benches 
for the grounds. About 20 of them are 
placed around the fairground, the last 
in 2008. They’re still in use. They don’t 
look as pretty as when we got them be-
cause of all the time outdoors. We will 
restore one and put it in front of 4-H 
building with a wreath and a tribute sign 
with a 4-H pledge ‘Making the Best Bet-
ter.’”

“It’s hard to properly recognize some-
one who was important to the 4-H, the 
fair and the community,” Hansen said of 
Ivan Anthony. “The bench is one way the 
fair can put it out and let passersby may-
be have a thought about Ivan.”

Ivan Anthony’s legacy is one fashioned 
by use his head, his heart, his hands 
while in good health to better his com-
munity and teach 4-H’ers with a loyal 
and serving heart.

PARTS, TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

3351 W US 10, Ludington, MI 49431 | 231-845-1221
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm, Saturday 8:00am - 2:00pm

WE ARE HERE TO KEEP YOURWE ARE HERE TO KEEP YOUR

OPERATION RUNNING!OPERATION RUNNING!
BATTERIES • FILTERS

MECHANICS TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
CUSTOM HYDRAULIC HOSE ASSEMBLIES

MADE WHILE YOU WAIT!

BY STEVE BEGNOCHE
 Ivan Anthony used his head, his heart, 

his hands, during his years of health to 
teach 4-H youth the value of working 
with one’s hands, and helping the com-
munity.

Anthony died June 17 at the age of 86 
leaving a legacy of service to the com-
munity through his roles in local govern-
ment, Rotary, the Mason County District 
Library board, the Western Michigan 
Fair, and especially through 4-H where 
he was leader of the Summit Woodchop-
pers and other groups for more than 50 
years.

The story goes, Ivan so liked the 4-H 
experience as a youth, when he turned 
18, he became a leader so he his younger 
brother could experience what he had.

For decades, youth in southern Mason 
County found their way to his and neigh-
bors’ woodworking shops to learn craft, 
and perhaps as importantly, life skills.

“I feel he felt he was training them for 
life,” Norm Sanford, a long-time friend 
and helper with the Summit Woodchop-
pers, said. “He wanted them to be able to 
work with their hands. That’s not taught 
as much today. He always felt working 
with his hands was a big deal.”

“He loved those kids,” Sanford con-
tinued. “I’m telling you; he really did. He 
didn’t show preferences to anyone. If a 
child came there and actually wanted to 
work, he was really on it.

“That’s one of the reasons I stayed 
there 27 years, I told him as long as he 

wanted to do it, I would help him. We 
had a wonderful friendship because of 
it.”

Summit Township resident Bruce Pat-
terson, who is a woodcarver among oth-
er things, likewise remembers his friend 
fondly.

“He had that shop opened for kids. 
They made some beautiful things. I 
would help when he would ask me. We 
were close, especially at the end,” Patter-
son said.

“I was in his very first class, in the 
basement of French School,” Patterson 
said. “There was no power equipment at 
all.”

All work was done by hand tools.
“I built a three-legged milk stool. I still 

have that. Ivan was 18. I was 12.”
More than the stool endured the test 

of time.
“He was a teacher even before he start-

ed in 4-H. He had a way with kids,” Pat-
terson said.

Over the years, Anthony would hire 
young men in the area to work around 
his house – mow the lawn and the such.

“Every one of them loved him,” Pat-
terson said. “He was just a natural born 
teacher. He liked to help people do 
things.

“He taught them how to work, and 
that is important in these days. That’s a 
big thing right there. His 4-H kids’ work 
was amazing,”

Sanford recalls the shop having 10 or 

Leaving a legacy for West Michigan Fair

You gave of your HEAD and taught 
us to think, plan, and reason.

You gave of your HEART and taught 
us to be noble, kind and true.

You gave of your HANDS and 
taught us to be helpful, skilled and 
useful.

You gave of your HEALTH and 
taught us to enjoy our lives and work.

Our country, our state, and our 
community are better because of your 
Dedication and Service.

Thank you!

 —  A tribute to Ivan Anthony  
from Mason County 4H’ers

LDN FILE PHOTO
Ivan Anthony

Making 
the Best 
Better
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Open Mon.-Sat.
8 am - 5 pm

237 S. Main St.
Custer  MI 49405

231-757-4768
www.sandersmeats.com

SANDERS MEATS
- SINCE 1925 -

Proud Sponsor of the
West Michigan Fair

For 52 Years!

Proudly Serving The Community for 99 Years

BEER, WINE & SPIRITSPublisher: Mike Hrycko

Sales: Shelley Kovar, Stacie Wagner, 
Monica Evans,  Ken Berman, Jeriann 
Steiger

Graphics: Judy Lytle, Julie Eilers

News: Lois Tomaszewski

© Copyright 2024 Shoreline Media
www.shorelinemedia.net

published by

MEDIA

MEDIA

LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS
  OCEANA’S HERALD-JOURNAL
    WHITE LAKE BEACONMEDIA OCEANA’S HERALD-JOURNAL

WHITE LAKE BEACON

LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS
MEDIA

LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS | OCEANA’S HERALD-JOURNAL | WHITE LAKE BEACON

LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS | OCEANA’S HERALD-JOURNAL | WHITE LAKE BEACON

original shoreline media logo
(if you would rather just have the three 
paper names added to that?)

Ludington Daily News
202 N Rath Ave., P.O. Box 340, Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5181 • (231) 843-4011 fax

Oceana’s Herald-Journal
123 State Street, PO Box 190, Hart, MI 49420
(231) 873-5602 • (231) 873-4775 fax

White Lake Beacon
PO Box 98, Whitehall, MI 49461
(231) 894-5356 • (231) 894-2174 fax

319 Oak Street, Freeport, Mi 49325

Contact 616-765-5103
or 800-860-wood

to set up an evaluation

· Buyers of standing timber
· We specialize in selective
 harvests, timber stand
 improvements
· Bonded and insured

4-H traditions remain strong 
through lower participation

KENDRA GILCHRIST 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

This year marks the Western Michi-
gan Fair’s 85th year, leaving no room 
for doubt of its historic significance 
and importance to the community. 
While the midway rides, carnival games 
and Grandstand shows draw large 
crowds every year, the 4-H program is a 
key – and dwindling – pillar of the fair.

The Western Michigan Fair is an open 
fair, which means that people don’t 
have to be part of a 4-H group to enter 
as an exhibitor. Western Michigan Fair 
Association president John Lammi says 
that a majority of the kids who partic-
ipate are from the West Michigan Live-
stock Council, rather than smaller 4-H 
clubs.

This is a more recent trend for the 
fair, which has hosted 4-H kids and 
families for the fair since it first began 
in 1936. Lammi speculates that the 
growing multitude of summer sports 
and other activities has caused lots of 
families to spend their time doing other 
things.

“It was more of a 4-H fair back in the 
day, and the enrollment in as far as 4-H 

itself goes, to my knowledge, has de-
creased over the years,” said Lammi.

Despite lower involvement, 4-H tradi-
tions remain strong within the fair com-
munity. Many families still prepare all 
year for the week in August when they 
will create craft booths, show animals, 
sell livestock and more for visitors of 
the fairgrounds to experience.

“I believe that the community itself 
still supports the animal shows and 
seeing the exhibits that are put on by 
all the members, whether they’re 4-H 
members or West Michigan Livestock 
members,” said Lammi.

The kids participating in the fair 
learn valuable lessons throughout the 
year, such as how to care for an animal, 
developing patience and dedication, 
building creative and leadership skills 
and more. 4-H provides this unique 
environment for children to learn and 
grow.

“These kids have worked with their 
animals, they have learned hard work 
ethics, what it takes to put food on 
the table,” explained Lammi. “I mean, 
they’re all amazing aspects for these 
kids to learn.”

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
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Bring Your Pet

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS • SILENT AUCTION • GAMES
Sunday, Sept. 15th, 2024 at 1 pm  •  RAIN OR SHINE
CIRCLE ROCKING S CHILDREN’S FARM

5487 Tuttle Rd., Free Soil, MI 49411
Full program on our website in late Aug. or call 231-462-3732

email: circlerockingsfarm@att.net • website: www.circlerockingsfarm.orgCall for Appointment

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO

OPEN:
M-F 6am - 10pm Sat 7am - 10pm; Sun 8am - 10pm

9331 US-31, Free Soil, MI   •   (231) 464-5000

NOW OFFERING
SCOOPED ICE CREAM!

FOREST TRAIL EZ MART

PIZZA • FOOD • DRINKSPIZZA • FOOD • DRINKS
LOTTERY • TOBACCOLOTTERY • TOBACCO

MARATHON GASMARATHON GAS

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO



10  | 	   LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR    |    SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2024 SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2024  |  LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR	  |    11

Oakview Medical Care Facility strives to create a home-like environment that upholds each resident’s
quality of life, with a skilled  medical staff, pleasant surroundings, carefully prepared meals, engaging

social  activities, a variety of rehabilitative therapies, a family support center and much more. 

1001 Diana Street
Ludington, MI 49431 • 231-845-5185 

www.oakviewmcf.com NOW HIRING SEVERAL DIFFERENT POSITIONS. PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES.

STOW & GO...
Your Storage Neighbor Since the 1980sYour Storage Neighbor Since the 1980s Office: 263 N. Jebavy Dr., Ludington      231-845-7242

Your Storage Solution is

LARSON’S SELF STORAGE
Variety of Unit Sizes to Fit All Your Storage Needs
Convenient Location, Easy Access 365 Days A Year

Mason County Fairgrounds
Located on US-10 between

Ludington & Scottville

www.masoncountyfairgrouds.com • 231.843.8563

FA
M

ILY
 FU

N!

FAIRFAIR

85th

Western Michigan

annual

Grandstand Events
Harness Racing • Tractor & Truck Pull

Mini Wedge Racing • Rodeo
TNT Barrel Racing • SuperCross

TNT Mid Season Championship Demolition Derby

Fireworks to Music 
Pedal Pull • Read for Rides

Barnyard Boogie • Barn Brawl
Wrestling & SO MUCH MORE!

Carnival Rides • Games Galore
Animal Shows • Homemaker Exhibits

Food Vendors • FAMILY FUN!
For Complete Details And A Daily Schedule 

Of Events Please See Our Website

            Ludington
Daıly News Mason County’s

MEDICAL CARE FACILITY
Oakview

AVENUE TIRE 
& SERVICE

Thank You 2024
Fair Supporters!

Check out all pricing on 
masoncountyfairgrounds.com 

or TJSchmidtCarnival.com

Country Veterinary Clinic

Strollin’ the Grounds

RRUFUS
the DUFUS

BLUE RIBBON PERKS

Watch for

Join us for

The BUTTERFLY
ENCOUNTER

August 6 - 10, 2024August 6 - 10, 2024

Monday, August 5
(No Midway)

5:00pm ������������� Goat Show
5:30pm ��� Great Lakes Stakes Harness Racing
6:00pm ���������Still Exhibit Judging

(Buildings not open until Judging is completed)

Tuesday, August 6
Fair entrance $5.00 per person

5 and under free
9:00am ������������ Swine Show
12:00pm ������ Exhibit Buildings Open
12:00pm  ����������� Horse Show
1:00pm � Ml Bred Colt Stakes Harness Racing
3:00pm-I I:00pm ��������Midway Open
7:00pm � West Ml Pullers Tractor & Truck Pull

Grandstand admission $10.00
l 0:00pm ������ Great Lakes Fireworks

Choreographed to Music 
Grandstand admission Free to fairgoers!

11:00pm ���������� Midway Closes

Wednesday, August 7
Fair entrance $5.00 per person 

5 and under free
8:00am ������������ Horse Show
10:00am ������������ Beef Show

12:00pm ���������� Midway Opens
Noon-5pm ������������ Kid’s Day 
1:30pm ������������ Rabbit Show
Noon-11:00pm ��������Midway Open 
5:00pm ������������ Bike Drawing
5:30pm  ��������� Western Mi. Fair 

2024 Homemaker of the Year
announced in front of Domestic Arts Building

6:00pm ��������� Mini Wedge Racing
7:30pm ��������� TNT Barrel Racing

Pit Passes $20
II:00pm ����������� Midway Closes

Thursday, August 8
Fair entrance $5.00 per person

5 and under free
All Veterans and Senior Citizens

(60 or older) admitted free
9:00am �����������  Poultry Show
I 0:00am ������������Dairy Show
12:00-2:00pm ������� Special Kids Day
Children eligible for this special event will be by invitation 
only and given a JD badge through the West Shore ESD.

12:00pm ������������ Dog Show
3:00pm ����������� Midway Opens
3:00pm-11pm �������� Read for Rides

sponsored by Mason County Library and TJ Schmidt Co.
7pm ����������Super Kicker Rodeo

Grandstand admission $15
11:00pm ���������� Midway closes

Friday, August 9
Fair entrance $5.00 per person

5 and under free
I 0:00am ������ Fun Equestrian Games
12:00pm ������ Exhibit Buildings Open
3:00pm ����������� Midway Opens
5:00pm ��������� Pedal Pull for Kids
7:00pm ������� SJO Super Cross Racing

Grandstand admission $10
Pit Passes $15

11:00pm ���������� Midway closes

Saturday, August l0
Fair entrance $5.00 per person

5 and under free
8:00am ������ Barnyard Boogie- 5k race
9:00am ����� Barn Brawl youth wrestling
11:00am ����� West Michigan Livestock

Council Livestock Auction- Show/Sale Barn
12:00pm ���������� Midway opens
6:00pm ���� TNT presents the Mid-Season 

Championship Demolition Derby
Grandstand admission $15

Pit Passes $25
II:00pm ����������� Midway Closes

The WMFA would like to extend our thanks to Dr. Rex Payne, DVM

Celebrate the 

85th Fair!

Blue
Ribbon 
Perks

Rufus the DufusExperience the Experience the ButterflyButterflyEncounter!Encounter!

All Week
All Week

Long !Long !

2024 WESTERN MICHIGAN FAIR SCHEDULE

Wristbands Available Daily- please check Masoncountyfairgrounds.com 
or TJSchmidtCarnival.com for current pricing.
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2323 West US Hwy. 10
Ludington, MI

231-757-9000
carterlumber.com

Pole Buildings! All Steel Roofing & Siding

Quick Garages!
Includes garage doors,
windows & man door

QUALITY
MATERIALS,

EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE

From dings to
collissions, trust
our expert team for
top-quality repairs.
Drive with
confidence!

Your Car -Your Choice!Your Car -Your Choice!
Don’t let insurance dictate whereDon’t let insurance dictate where
you go for body shop workyou go for body shop work

1742 W. US 10,  Scottville      231.613.4111

HAVE A GREAT TIME AT THE 2024 FAIR!

MADE IN LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO

KENDRA GILCHRIST 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

The Super Kicker Rodeo, a fourth 
generation rodeo company estab-
lished in 1994, is returning to the 
Western Michigan Fair this year in the 
Grandstand entertainment lineup. 
The Rodeo will be held on Thursday, 
Aug. 8, at 7 p.m.

The popular rodeo show will feature 
events like bull riding, bareback rid-
ing, girls barrel racing, saddle bronc 
riding, team roping, ranch bronc rid-
ing and more as part of Super Kicker 
Rodeo Production’s 2024 “Round Em 
Up” Summer Tour.

The Western Michigan Fairgrounds, 
celebrating their 85th anniversary, are 
located at 5302 West US-10 in Lud-
ington. Fair entrance is $5 per person 
and Grandstand admission is $15.

Rodeo returns to fair this year

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
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Kirk E. Myers - Owner
502 N. William Street
P.O. Box 404, Ludington, MI 49431

Phone: 231-843-3754 / 1-877-372-1100
Fax: 231-425-3241
Email: locknkey@chartermi.net

SINCE 1982

231-723-6288 2515 Grant Hwy. (on South US 31), Manistee
Fax: 231-723-9441 • Toll Free: 800-294-6288

Brian's Auto Parts 
& Service

Reliable Quality.
Reliable
Value.

215 Arthur St., Manistee, MI

“healthy food the delicious way”

HEALTHY FOOD
THE DELICIOUS WAY!

This summer only – Sunday Brunch Buffets
every Sunday 9:30 am to 1:30 pm!

Closed Tuesdays
Open 9 am to 4 pm M, W, Th, Fr and Sat

We offer all day Breakfast 
and healthy, fresh salads, 

sandwiches and smoothies!

Gluten Free and Vegan Friendly!

Fresh Produce
Homemade Bakery, 

Fudge & More

8400 N. US 31, FREE SOIL • (231) 464-5534 • www.orchardmarket.us

In the Market for Something Fresh? Celebrating 64
Years of Family 

Tradition

        Est. 2014                                                                  231-299-1401 5946 W US-10, Ludington, (231) 425-4355 423 S. James St., Ludington, (231) 845-5510

LARGEST SELECTION IN TOWN!
We’ve Got the Beer  

You LYve!

Open Daily
9 am -

12 midnight

Open Daily
8 am -

12 midnight

Liquor • Beer • Wine • Lotto • Cigarettes
Groceries • Ice • Cold Beverages • Chips • Candy

Bill Pay Center • Juul Pods E-cigarettes
CBD Products • Large Tobacco SelectionCBD Products • Large Tobacco Selection

Come check out one of the area’s
Favorite Restaurants!

Open Daily 9 - 9 
438 S. Hancock St., Pentwater

(231) 869-3160

Breakfast
Lunch • Dinner

Cocktails

Original advertisement
Pictured is the original July 24, 1936 newspaper ad in the Ludington Daily News for the 
inaugural Western Michigan Fair. The 2024 fair begins Aug. 5 and marks the 85th anniver-
sary. The fair was not held for two years during World War II.

A page from history
Pictured is the July 24, 1936 section two front page from the Ludington Daily News for 
the first Western Michigan Fair.

Large Selection of: Carpet • Vinyl
Ceramic Tile • Hardwood Flooring

Area Rugs • Remnants

5405 W. Wallace
(behind Just Bargains)

Ludington • 843-1826

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
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MOBILE CRISIS
Help for you on the phone or in person 
24/7/365. 

Serving adults, children, and families in 
Lake, Mason, and Oceana counties. 

Call us if you or someone you know is 
suicidal, emotionally overwhelmed, 
having trouble coping, or is in crisis. 

1-800-992-2061
CONTACT US:

We’re Green About Trash!

WASTE REDUCTIONWASTE REDUCTION
SYSTEMS, LLCSYSTEMS, LLC

Family-Owned and operated for 25 Years • Mason County’s Only Local Waste Hauler
Call 231-843-9129 today or stop by our

Transfer Station: 5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington • Office: 119 S. Main St., Scottville
wastereductionsystemsllc@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

KENDRA GILCHRIST 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Four individuals have joined the West-
ern Michigan Fair Association (WMFA) 
Board of Directors recently: Megan Sam-
uels, Brittany Smith, Daryl Jabrocki and 
Jamie Wehner.

Samuels raises goats with her family 
on their hobby farm, and hopes that 
her youngest child will show animals 
in the fair when she is old enough. She 
has been a resident of Custer Town-
ship since 2020 and she has worked in 
Mason County’s financial industry since 

2018. Samuels currently works at Shel-
by State Bank in Ludington. She looks 
forward to being a part of the positive 
impact on the youth of the county’s ag-
ricultural community while serving on 
the board, her bio on the WMFA website 
says.

Smith grew up showing horses in Bly-
theville, Arkansas, participating in 4-H 
from the ages of eight to 19. She has 
served as a 4-H club president, served 
on the 4-H Federation, and she has 
raised and exhibited beef cattle, horses, 
Boer goats, rabbits and gardening. She 
moved with her family to Mason County 

in 2019 after accepting a job with Great 
Lakes Energy, and her children have 
begun showing animals at the Western 
Michigan Fair.

Jabrocki has attended the Western 
Michigan Fair for the past 11 years, as 
his seven children all participate. He is 
a graduate from Ludington High School 
and he now resides with his family 
north of Scottville and works at House 
of Flavors. Jabrocki is also serving on 
the Buildings & Grounds Committee for 
the WMFA, and he wants to ensure that 
the fairgrounds continue to be a place 
of pride for all county residents.

Wehner is a lifelong Scottville resident 
and graduate of Mason County Central. 
Her involvement with the fair began 
when her children were 4-H members. 
Her six children are now adults and she 
has five grandchildren. Wehner and her 
husband own a hobby farm with nu-
merous goats, ducks, chickens and her 
three dogs.

These new board members will be 
serving their first fair week in August, 
working hard to ensure that everything 
runs smoothly for exhibitors and guests 
to the Western Michigan Fairgrounds.

New fair board members introduced
Megan Samuels Brittany Smith Daryl Jabrocki Jamie Wehner

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROB ALWAY, MASON COUNTY PRESS
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Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm 702 S. James St., Ludington, MI    231-425-3526

TRUST OUR PROFESSIONALS WITH:

Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Tires  •  Oil Changes

Tuneups  •  Heating & A/C

Steering & Suspension  • 

Engine Repair & Replacement

Automatic Transmission Replacement

Wishing you lot of fun at this years West Michigan Fair!
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