
Michelle Bunce talks with Cottage Works owner Julie Van Dyke about what she would like to 
see in the living room if they are chosen to receive a $2,500 Room Redo.

Julie Van Dyke talks with Scott Farley during her visit to his home on Oct. 17. Tia Wells shares a laugh with Shelley Kovar while discussing her living room.

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS PHOTOS
Julie Van Dyke, co-owner of Cottage Works, and Shelley Kovar, Ludington Daily News Marketing 
consultant look over the space at Amanda Nasor is looking to have renovated by the Room 
Redo team during an on location visit on Oct. 17.
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Fall
ROOM REDO

www.yourcottageworks.com

225 W. Ludington Ave. (downtown)
2396 W. US 10 (east shop)
Ludington, MI 49431

READY FOR A ROOM REDO? WE’VE
GOT JUST WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!
• Coastal Cottage
• Industrial Sheek
• Rustic Charm
• Kitchen & Bath Essentials
• Something For Everyone

Follow us on Facebook Construction • Docks • Boat Lifts • Kayak Landings/Racks
Seawalls • Swim Rafts • Home Decor • Outdoor Furniture

Lakefront Living
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JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS PHOTOS
Julie Van Dyke and Michelle Bunce share a laugh as they discuss the Bunces’ living room at their home on First Street in Custer.

Bunce
Michelle Bunce entered her Custer home on First 

Street.
Bunce wanted her living room that measures 20 feet 

by 12 feet redone by the Room Redo crew.
Bunce, in her nominating her living room, said her 

family has lived at the residence for 13 years.
“I would like to elevate this space to feature the TV, 

electric fireplace with a mantle and some shelves,” 
Bunce wrote to the team to consider.

Bunce, if not chosen, wants suggestions from the 
Room Redo team on what she can do to spruce up the 
space.

Michelle Bunce talks with Julie Van Dyke about what she would like to see in the living room if they are chosen to receive a $2,500 
Room Redo.

Julie Van Dyke takes a measurement of a piece of furniture in the living room as Michelle Bunce 
looks on Oct. 17.
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LU DIN G T O N PAINT

LUDINGTON PAINT & GLASS
213 S. James St., Ludington, MI
(231) 843-8250

• Paint and Color Professionals
• Shower Glass
• Windows
• Screens

• Mirrors
• Glass

STOP IN TO BROWSE THE LATEST AND 
GREATEST FLOORING STYLES FROM THE 
BEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS.

Open Monday-Friday 9 AM-5 PM; Sat. By Appointment

3473 W. US 10 (Formerly Marek Auto Parts)
Ludington   •   231.845.7149

Hardwood Vinyl Planking
Laminate Ceramic Tile
Carpet Quartz Counter Tops
Graber Window Treatments

•  Full Service from Start to Finish
•  Free Measures
•  Custom Ceramic Showers
•  Sand & Finish Hardwood Floors
•  Ceramic Tile, Carpet, Vinyl

Planking, Vinyl & Window Treatment
•  Installation

Over 40 Years Experience



Julie Van Dyke and Scott Farley discuss the possibilities of the room.

Julie Van 
Dyke, co-own-
er of Cottage 
Works, writes 
down some 
notes as she
talks with 
home owner 
Scott Farley 
on Oct. 17.

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS PHOTOS
Julie Van Dyke, Shelley Kovar, Scott Farley and his mom talk about the room and what they are looking for in the Room Redo if they are chosen.

Farley
Scott Farley in the 800 block of 

West Court Street in Ludington 
entered the family carriage house 
that was built in 1872.

The original owner of the resi-
dence was Capt. Amos Breining, 
who Foster said, took over the 
shipping interests of James Lud-
ington — the namesake of the City 

of Ludington.
Farley recently moved back to 

the area, and he was seeking the 
Room Redo crew to assist in creat-
ing a pool room and a recreation 
room.

The family is looking ahead to a 
renovated rec room.
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wmkitchenstudio.com

BYRON CENTER - 616-281-6684
7440 Clyde Park Ave. SW, Byron Center, MI 49315

FOREST HILLS - 616-727-0909
850 Forest Hills Ave., Suite C, Grand Rapids, MI 49546

3 LOCATIONS
LUDINGTON - 231-480-1200

5752 W. US 10, Ludington, MI 49431

LUDINGTON OFFICE

CARLISLE KING BED
751220B / 85w x 93d x 57h

UniversalFurniture.com14

Experience Hegg’s Gallery
of Fine Furniture where
our talented staff can
help you create the

room of your dreams.

INTERIOR DESIGN
SERVICES

LUDINGTON
200 W. Ludington Ave.    •   231-425-3734

www.heggsfurniture.com

Cool Old
Buildings -
Amazing

New Furniture
Sofas, beds, tables,
desks, accessories

and so much more -
curated perfectly
to work together.

HART
112 E. Main St.    •   231-873-4665

Ask Sherwin-Williams
How You Can Save Every Day!

Ask Sherwin-Williams.™

5862 W. US 10, LUDINGTON
231.843.2188

Visit sherwin-williams.com/preferred
to sign up or see store

for program details.

Join our 
FREE Paint Perks Program

for exclusive sale events, 
great decorating tips

and how-to information,
plus savings on paints

and stains every
time you shop.
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The extra room at the Nasor house serves many roles for the family including housing this sign.

The 
room 
cur-
rently 
serves 
many 
pur-
poses 
for the 
family.

Julie Van Dyke, 
Shelley Kovar and 

a representative for 
Amanda Nasor look 

on during the visit 
of the home near 

Free Soil.

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS 
PHOTOS

Nasor
Amanda Nasor entered her home in the 8000 block on North Custer 

Road, and she was looking for the Room Redo crew to consider her 15-
foot by 18-foot dining room.

The room, though is serving as a room for her baby.
The team, though, asked Nasor to consider having the team judge 

a different space that is currently serving as the family’s dining room 
space.

The Nasor home is located on North Custer Road near Free Soil.
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AMAZING KITCHENS

www.homedepot.com
3865 W. US 10 | Ludington
231-843-9108
Open Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-9 PM;
Sun. 8 AM-7 PM

Kitchen Updates & Remodeling

Nobody does kitchens better than The Home Depot. 
We offer the top brands and home services in the 
industry, and we’ll help you get the kitchen you’ve 
been dreaming of. Choose us for your next remodeling 
project you’ll also enjoy some unique advantages:
• FREE kitchen design services
• Experienced, expert kitchen designers
• Licensed, insured, background-checked installers
• Flexible financing options

Paul Garland
Kitchen Specialist

Dave Larson
Appliance Specialist

Aaron Jones
Millwork Specialist

Brande Peoples
Customer Order 

Specialist

Frank Snyder
Appliance Specialist

Lori Hoffman
Appliance Specialist

Furniture & Decorurniture & Decor
to enhance
your home

and lifestyle

LundquistFurniture.com

Downtown Scottville since 1940
231-757-3368

From the latest furniture 
trends to the perfect 
accent piece, find 
everything you need
to make yourself 
beautifully and 
comfortably at home.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL • PROFESSIONAL •TRUSTED

Serving Mason, Manistee and Oceana Counties      231-757-9061
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

CALL THE 
PRO’S AT

PRO-MASTER!
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LEAVE YOURLEAVE YOUR
CARPETSCARPETS

TO USTO US
WHILE YOUWHILE YOU

KEEP UPKEEP UP
WITH YOURWITH YOUR
BUSY LIFEBUSY LIFE



JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS PHOTOS
Julie Van Dyke and Tia Wells talk while the Room Redo team visits her house on Oct. 17.

Tia Wells shows the team some of the family pictures she 
would like to hang on the living room walls.

Tia Wells talks with Julie Van Dyke about what she would like to see in her living room.

 A decoration of the wall just above the front door.

Wells
Tia Wells sought the assistance for her home in 

the 500 block of Adams Street in Ludington.
Wells sought the assistance of the Room Redo 

team to help with her living room with new paint 
and flooring. She is seeking a new sectional, too, 
for her family of five.

She asked the Room Redo to consider the living 
room because that is the space where she and her 
family spend time relaxing, watching movies and 
talking.
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Robert J. Randle, Owner
114 W. Ludington Ave.

rrandle19@hotmail.com
231-845-0501
231-233-2221

Timeless Picture
FramingA Variety of Beautiful  Flooring Options

www.ludingtonflooringcompany.com
Open Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM; Saturday By Appointment

Servicing Lake, Manistee, Mason
and Oceana Counties

FREE ESTIMATES

Enhance the value, beauty
& comfort of your home
with new � oors.
EASY.  AFFORDABLE.

COOPER’S FLOOR
COVERING SERVICE 231-425-4433

901 N.  Washington Ave., Ludington

Choose from hundreds of styles, colors,
textures and design to enhance any room

Carpet   ■   Tile
Luxury Vinyl Tile   ■   Hardwood

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SALES & INSTALLATION
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Meet the 
Room 

Redo team
Dann and Julie Van Dyke 

live on Lost Lake (Pleiness 
Lake), just south of Scott-
ville, and have two grown 
daughters who graduated 
from Mason County Cen-
tral High School, Emily and 
Grace.

Emily is a nurse at Core-
well Health Ludington Hos-
pital, and is working toward 
a nurse practitioner degree.  
Grace is currently a senior at 
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity studying marketing and 
communication just like her 
mother.

The family loves their labs 
and have a chocolate named 
Mocha, and a new rescue 
fox red lab named Bugs who 
joined the Van Dykes five 
months ago. You may find 
both dogs at the shop wel-
coming customers.

Dann and Julie started 
and have owned Cottage 
Works since 2009. The goal 
of Cottage Works is to pro-
vide property care, main-
tenance and construction 
work, giving the ultimate 
peace of mind to homeown-
ers that want to maximize 
their time spent relaxing 
“up north.”

Cottage Works has  more 
than 1,000 active ser-
vice  customers, made up 
of  both  second home  cot-
tage owners and local com-
munity members  that they 
help on a recurring basis.  
The Van Dykes like to call 
Cottage Works the “one stop 
shop” for their customers, if 
they cannot fit in their cus-
tomers projects, they will 
help find someone who can.  

Dann and Julie both man-

age the business full-time, 
along with 15 other employ-
ees, and are blessed by a 
wonderful collection of cus-
tomers in the communities 
along the shorelines of Lake 
Michigan, all contributing to 
their success of 13 years in 
business.

Dann’s mechanical en-
gineering experience and 
builders license, along with 
Julie’s master’s degree in 
business administration 
and background in corpo-
rate management, market-
ing and entrepreneurship 
have enabled she and Dann 
to be successful business 
leaders of Mason County.  

Julie is also busy with 
her part-time philanthrop-
ic work with the Commu-
nity Foundation for Mason 
County, as the KickStart to 
Career Program Coordina-
tor, a board member and 
long-term member of the 
Scottville Optimist Club, 
and she is also the Eden 
Township clerk.  Both Dann 
and Julie serve on the Suds 
on the Shore committee 
benefiting the work of the 
United Way of Mason Coun-
ty.

The Van Dyke family are 
avid fishermen with a big 
lake boat slipped at the Lud-
ington Municipal Marina.  
Julie and Dann also love 
to take boat trips to other 
ports along the West Michi-
gan shoreline. Julie refers 
to their boat her little con-
do downtown, as she likes 
to stay the night there occa-
sionally acting as a tourist in 
her own town.

DANN AND JULIE VAN DYKE

Julie and Dann Van Dyke own Cottage Works and have been 
leading the design team for the annual Ludington Daily News 
Room Redo for the past seven projects.

Around
Cottage 

Works

Julie Van Dyke does a little 
shopping for a few items at 
Cottage Works on Oct. 17.

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS PHOTOS

What goes into the deci-
sion of the Room Redo team 
as they review applicants 
for the top prize of $2,500 
refurbishing a room?

Members of the Cottage 
Works team and from the 
Daily News evaluate entries 
as they come into the com-
petition. The teams then se-
lect a handful of places they 
think could have an impact 
on.

On a ranking system of 
1 for the most challenging 
and 5 for the least, the rat-
ings include the name of the 
people requesting the Room 
Redo, what kind of room 
it is such as a living room 
or a dining room, where 
the property is located, if 
they’re a previous customer 
of Cottage Works, if there is 
construction that needs to 
take place, if there is paint-
ing involved, if the flooring 
needs to be changed, if the 
project can fit within the in-
ventory of Cottage Works, 
and the general feel.

It’s important to remem-

ber that Cottage Works is 
the primary sponsor of this 
project in partnership with 
the Daily News.

“The more construction 
work, painting and floor-
ing that must be completed 
takes away from the actual 
staging of the room, so the 
application is discounted 
based on the more challeng-
ing our workload becomes,” 
said Cottage Works co-own-
er Julie Van Dyke. “If a cus-
tomer is willing to kick in 
his/her own sweat equity 
to the project and pay for 
the labor and materials that 
must be invested beyond 
the $2,500, it makes the ap-
plication more appealing.”

The Room Redo is com-
pleted in partnership with 
the homeowners.

In a few short weeks, the 
Daily News will reveal which 
of this year’s homes won the 
2023 Room Redo, and there 
will be notes, too, on what 
the remaining three finalists 
could do to help brighten up 
their respective rooms.

How each Room 
Redo winner 

chosen
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2323 West US Hwy. 10  |  Ludington, MI  |  carterlumber.com
231-757-9000   

Meet Our Designer
Allyson Prince
Allyson has 4 years experience 
specializing in kitchens. Stop in 
and see what she can do for
your project!

MERILLAT • KRAFTMAID
KEMPER • CAMBRIA
CORIAN • GRANITE

SOLID SURFACE QUARTZ

Plan for
your dream
kitchen!

MERILLAT • KRAFTMAID

kitchen!
Keep it Functional
and Stylish
At Carter Lumber’s Kitchen & Bath
Showroom, we help make your 
project a success with the latest 
designs, model home programs, 
Yard Rewards, multiple price
points, package discounts
and on-time jobsite delivery.


