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Ready for a change? BUY or SELL with confidence!

Lois
Mitzelfeld

REALTOR®
1550 W Chilberg Rd, Scottville 6253 Loggers Lane, Ludington 6774 Mears Rd, Ludington |
Remodeled 3 bed, 3 bath on 3 bed, 172 bath, 1365 SF ranch on 5 bed, 4 bath on 5+ acres,
all-sports Crystal/Hackert Lake 2.49 acres, 700+ ft Hamlin frontage 487 ft Hamlin Lake frontage
$749,000 $1,170,000 $979,000

ludingtonloisegmail.com _ . -

i e
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1010 N Rath Ave, Ludington |

Only 6 more parcels left on this expansive waterfront development on all-sports St. Mary’s Lake. Parcels range from 4.5 acres to over 13 9 platted city lots, zoned mixed

acres. Water front ranges from 93 ft to 300 ft. Choose the parcel that fits your needs. Details are already done foryou! Underground electric use, unlimited possibilities

on site, soil borings for each lot, lots are cleared and surveyed, drives and cart paths exist and even boardwalks to your private frontage! $920,000 ‘

s Lighthouse Realty v
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Patrick Flagg

REALTOR®

{ & 231-852-0446

patbigdogflaggegmail.com




GREENRIDGE
REALTY

231-843-6868
www.greenridge.com
5492 Us-10
Ludington, MI 49431

9196 N. Ruth Drive
Branch, MI 49402

e Well Maintained
2-Bedroom Home

*  Many Updates including, metal
roof (2022) Furnace (2019),
Septic (2021) Well (2019) and
Wood Stove in (2017)

e Ofther Features include Cenfral
Air, 200 Amp Electrical Service
set up with Generator, heated
work shop and so much more

$175,000

9748 N. US 31
Free Soil, MI 49411

e 3-Bedroom Home with newer
roof, well, septic system and
drainfield

e 30x52 Commercial Grade
Pole Barn with ADA compliant
bathroom

e 25 Acres

e Mason County Central
School District

$375,000

306 W. Beryl Street
Scottville, Ml 49454

105 N. Mike Street
Fountain, Ml 49410

DIANA KOVALCIK

231-690-5545
dkovalcik@greenridge.com

KYLE KOVALCIK
231-794-7506
kkovalcik@greenridge.com

113 Franklin Street
Ludington, MI 49431

3-Bedroom, 1 2 Bath Home e Pleasant 4-Bedroom Home

Family Room w/Fireplace e Spacious Floor-plan

Living Room w/lots of Desirable Corner Lot
Natural Light
e Fenced Backyard

New Boiler 2026

$200,000 $190,000

603. S. George Street
Ludington, Ml 49431

5-Bedroom, 3-Bath Home ¢ Completely Remodeled
New roof in 2026 e 2-Bedroom Home
Oversized 2-Car Garage e Full Basement

Peaceful, 1.26 Acre Setting e Only 1-Block from

Downtown Ludington

$200,000

20 Minutes from Ludington

$279,000
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Make your

home
more secure

A home should be a place
of comfort and security.
But homes can be targeted
by thieves who are eager
to make off with people’s
hard-earned possessions.

Securing a home isn’t
about making it an impen-
etrable fortress; it involves
layers of deterrence that
compel burglars to move
on to an easier opportunity.
ADT says the average thief

takes less than 12 minutes
to burglarize a home, and
most thieves can use screw-
drivers, pliers, and ham-
mers to enter a property. By
addressing the vulnerabili-
ties of a home and making
some changes, homeown-
ers can beef up security in
no time.

- Upgrade locks. The
majority of burglars enter
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a home through front or
back doors. Strengthen-

ing these access points is
one of the most effective
upgrades homeowners can
make. Most security experts
suggest installing an ANSI
Grade 1 or Grade 2 dead-
bolt with a minimum one-
inch throw bolt, as standard
spring-latch locks are easy
to bypass. Also, a heavy-
duty lock is ineffective if
the surrounding door frame
is weak. Replacing short
screws on door plate strikes
with 3-inch hardened steel
screws that drive into the
wall’s underlying studs is
much more secure.

- Mind sliding doors.
Glass sliding patio doors
let lots of light in and offer
easy access to decks and
yards. Yet, they are notori-
ously easy to force open,
according to Boss Security
Screens. This can be rem-
edied by placing an adjust-
able security bar or a heavy
wooden dowel in the inte-
rior track. Adding shatter-
resistant security film to
glass panes also beefs up
security.

- Stop blind spots.
Thieves prefer to work in
the dark or out of sight of
the street and neighbors.
Strategic lighting and land-
scape management will
remove blind spots. Home-
owners can trim shrubs
and bushes below window
height and cut tree branch-
es so that the home is not
concealed. Motion-activated

floodlights positioned eight
to 10 feet off the ground
can light up driveways and
pathways. LED or solar-
powered landscape lighting
will brighten up dark perim-
eter corners.

- Use home security
technology. Modern smart
home devices can serve as
deterrents to burglars. Ex-
terior cameras and vid-
eo doorbells will capture
clear facial features and let
thieves know they are be-
ing watched. Smart plugs or
bulbs can be programmed
to turn on and off at various
times to simulate an active
household. Also, wireless
contact sensors installed on
ground-floor windows and
secondary entry doors will
send instant smartphone
alerts if an entry point
opens.

- Lock up. One of the best
ways to make a home more
secure is to be mindful of
locking up each time when
leaving the house. It seems
simple, but homeowners
should always lock doors
and windows, as well as the
garage, even when step-
ping out for a short errand.
Never leave an automatic
garage door remote ex-
posed in a car parked out-
side, either.

Making a home more se-
cure takes a little effort, but
it will be paid back with an
added sense of security and
comfort.



As fall gives way to winter,
air conditioners typically get
turned off and heaters get
turned on. Home heating costs
can quickly add up for home-
owners. According to data
from the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration, heating
a space is the single largest
energy expense for American
households, accounting for
roughly 42 percent of total

3,200 sq ft dual-suite estate with 60 ft of private Pentwater Lake
water frontage and direct access to Lake Michigan. This property
offers the rare flexibility of being a dual-suite vacation rental,
income property, or spacious single-family home. Suite one
offers a recently updated three story, 3 bed, 2%2 bath home. Suite
two features a three story, 2 bed, 1% bath residence.

$997,000

DON BRADLEY (231-425-8338)
oui#y! Lighthouse Realty

" 5293 W Moﬁroe Rd, Pentwater

LAKESIDE LUXURY IN THE HEART OF PENTWATER
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Simple ways to curb heating costs

residential energy consump-
tion. However, individuals can
implement certain strategies
to cut down on heating costs
and optimize energy efficien-

cy.

Manage the thermostat

Managing a home thermo-
stat is a cost-effective and
simple adjustment. Accord-

ing to the U.S. Department of
Energy, turning a thermostat
back by 7° to 10" F from its nor-
mal setting for eight hours a
day can save up to 10 percent
a year on heating bills. Utiliz-
ing the automated scheduling
capabilities on programmable
or smart thermostats enables
people to program a lower
baseline temperature when
out at work or school and
while sleeping.

Seal up the home

Warm air from indoors can
easily escape through un-
sealed gaps in a home. Simi-
larly, cold air from outdoors
can infiltrate through the
same spots. This causes heat-
ing units to work overtime.
Studies from the American
Council for an Energy-Efficient

300 S Rath Ave #22, Ludington

2 BED | 2 FULL BATHS | HARBOR FRONT PLAZA CONDO

Exceptional waterfront living in the heart of Ludington in a
ground floor, marina-front condominium offering breathtaking
views of Ludington's iconic channel and lighthouse. This 1,87 1sq ft
residence combines elegance, comfort, and an unbeatable location.
Enjoy front-row views of boats passing through the channel and
stunning sunsets over Lake Michigan from your private waterfront patio.

$749,000

Economy indicate combining
window upgrades with high-
efficiency heating systems can
cut heating demands consid-
erably. Also, applying weath-
erstripping and caulking can
prevent drafts, while ensuring
adequate attic insulation will
create a tight thermal barrier.

Change the heat delivery

Upgrading a heating system
to a more efficient one can
save homeowners money.
According to research by
Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory, replacing tradi-
tional fossil-fuel furnaces with
electric heat pumps can dras-
tically reduce energy expen-
ditures. Modern heat pumps
deliver more thermal energy
than the electrical energy they
consume.

BROKER
REALTOR @

503 S Rath Ave * Ludington, Ml

231-845-7500

www.golLighthouseRealty.com
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Though it’s now firmly in
the rearview mirror, the win-
ter of 2025-2026 may prove
hard to forget for millions of
people across North America.
Marked by particularly cold
temperatures and consider-
able snowfall in many parts
of the continent, the winter of
2025-2026 has undoubtedly
prompted countless individu-
als to wonder what they can
do to prepare to make future
winters a little more manage-
able.

No one knows for certain
if a winter will be mild or
marked by extended periods
of chilly temperatures and
heavy snowfall. But preparing
for harsh weather can make
life a little easier if such con-
ditions prevail. As another
winter approaches, these win-
ter storm prep tips can make
it easier to navigate inclement
weather.

- Test your home heating
system. Mid-Atlantic Re-
gional Integrated Sciences
and Assessment reports that
winter temperatures in the
mid-Atlantic were two to four
degrees below normal for the
entire region during the win-
ter of 2025-2026. Faced with
such chilly conditions, many
people leaned heavily on
their home heating systems
to stay warm. Prior to this
winter, it can be beneficial for
homeowners everywhere to
conduct a home heating sys-
tem audit to ensure a heater
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How to prepare for
winter storm season

is working at peak capacity.
A professional HVAC techni-
cian can run a battery of tests
to assess an existing system.
Such an audit can catch any
issues before the cold weath-
er arrives, and a tuneup can
make sure the heater works
efficiently, which can save
homeowners lots of money on
energy bills.

- Inspect your tools and
replace them, if necessary.
Items that help make life
outside more manageable
in winter also should be as-
sessed prior to the arrival of
cold weather. The winter of
2025-2026 was snowier than
usual in some parts of North
America, while other areas
received considerably less

snowfall than they’re accus-
tomed to. For example, the
Blue Hill Observatory report-
ed a much snowier and storm-
ier winter in the northeastern
United States in 2025-2026.
So chances are residents in
areas that experienced heavy
snowfall put their snow blow-
ers to good use a year ago.

In advance of this winter,
inspect snow blowers to en-
sure they're operational and
capable of handling another
potentially stormy winter. If
not, replace the items or re-
pair parts that need fixing. It’s
also good to examine snow
shovels prior to the season.
Doing so in advance of winter
ensures the tools will be fixed
and ready to go once the first
snowfall occurs.

- Gather some nonperish-
able provisions. The Ameri-
can Red Cross urges people to
gather food, water, and medi-
cine if a storm is in the fore-
cast. Stores might be closed
once the storm approaches or
touches down, so gather these
items well in advance. Include
bottled water among the pro-
visions as some storms can
knock out access to drinking
water. The Red Cross recom-
mends keeping a one-month
supply of medications and
medical supplies on hand just
in case a storm makes it hard
to leave home or prevents ac-
cess via delivery

- Keep some supplies in a
vehicle. Even if a storm does
not prevent travel, that does
not mean a vehicle will find
the roads smooth sailing. Pre-
pare in advance for potential
car troubles by keeping emer-
gency supplies in the vehicle.
Blankets, an extra sweater,
and a hat for each person
who routinely travels in the
vehicle, and a small but well-
stocked first aid kit, can help
should drivers find them-
selves stranded on the road
during a winter storm.

Winter storm preparation
should include actions that
ensure the safety of residents
both inside and outside the
home.



DEB STEVENSON

WATERFRONT : : TERFRONT &=
5267 W Monroe Rd, Pentwater 995 N Lakeshore Dr #6, Ludington 1726 W Chilberg, Scottville
3 bed, 2.5 bath, 110 private frontage, Linklook Cottages #6, 1 bed, 1 bath, 5 bed, 2.5 bath, 80’ of waterfront,
Pentwater Lake, 2 car garage cathedral ceiling/loft, seasonal living Crystal / Hackert Lake, 2 car attached garage f
$995,000 $229,900 $525,000

4539 S Lakeshore Dr, Ludington 1384 Olson Rd, Manistee 1358 N Lakeshore Dr, Ludington

4 bed, 3 bath, 162’ Lake MI frontage, 2 bed, 2 bath, open floor plan, 10" on Lincoln Lake, 3 bed, 2 bath,
2.5 wooded bluff acres, attached 2 car garage Manistee River views, detached 2 car garage 1.5+ acres, 2 car attached garage
$750,000 $439,000 $475,000

'WATERACCESS

212 Harbor Dr., Ludington 319 N Rowe St, Ludington 5407 W Sioux Rd, Pentwater 121
Crosswinds Condo, 2 bed, 2 bath, 2/3 bed, 3 bath, renovated home, 4 bed, 2.5 bath, deeded lake access,
Lake Michigan beach, association pool open living space, 1 car detached garage custom crafted ranch, 4 car garage
$369,900 $350,000 $755,000

GREENRIDGE REALTY | 231




T A S WATERFRONT
.7 N Lakeshore Dr, Ludington 6875 W lllinois St, Ludington

3 bed, 2 bath, spacious family room, 6 bled, 4 bath, 105’ lake frontage,
nished basement, 2 car attached garage private boathouse, 5 bay garage
$450,000 $949,900 O DEBBY STEVENSON

Associate Broker, Realtor ®

O 231-510-5727

) DEB@DEBSTEVENSON.COM

)61 E Fountam Rd Free Soil 6302 E Interlochen Rd Fountain %M/

3 bed, 2 bath, 2.5 acres, 114’ of waterfront, Thunder Lake,
full basement, 24x32 pole barn 2 bed, 2 bath, 2 car detached garage REAI_ ESTAT

$259,900 $330,000 ﬁ

& 125 S James St, Ludington 6218 N Loggers Ln, Ludington H E R E
BluMoon restaurant, turn-key business, 3 bed, 3 bath, 223’ private frontage, L J
downtown Ludington, 3 rental units Hamlin Lake, 2 garages w/loft

$849,000 $1,275,000 TO VlEW PROPERT'ES

510-5727 ‘ WWW.DEBSTEVENSON.COM




1442 W TYLER RD | HART, MI 2330 WTYLER RD | HART, MI

3 BED | 1 BATH | 30.65 ACRES 3 BED | 2BATH | 3-SEASONS PORCH
3 OUTBUILDINGS, 24 X 56 POLE BARN, 2.5 ACRES, SOLAR HEATED IN-GROUND POOL,
3-STALL GARAGE WITH TACK ROOM, CREEK FRONTAGE WALKOUT BASEMENT, NEW METAL ROOF
LISTED AT $565,000 LISTED AT $288,000

7364 N NORTHERN DR | PENTWATER, Ml
2BED | 1BATH | 2LOTS
SS, LARGE J PENTWATER RIVER SETTING, NEW WELL & SEPTIC,
)KUPS, NEW JF. . ENCLOSED PORCH, NEAR USA PUBLIC LAND

$259 000 LISTED AT $219,900

*

COLDWELL BANKER
WOODLAND SCHMIDT

231.873.5600
WWW.CBGREATLAKES.COM

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

2332 N COMFORT DRIVE . ) .
HART, MI 49420 Brad Clark | Mindie VanBoxel | Sue Payne | Brie Klotz | Michelle Hanks



When pondering projects
around a house, it’s easy to
overlook small tasks and di-
rect your focus toward more
significant undertakings.
Small projects might not gen-
erate the reactions that larger
projects do, but even the sim-
plest tasks can go a long way
toward making a home more
comfortable.

Sealing leaks around win-
dows and doors is unlikely to
make any homeowner’s list of
dream projects. However, as
the moderate temperatures of
fall give way to harsh winter
weather, homeowners who
seal leaks around their doors
and windows may be sur-
prised by how effective this
simple project can be at re-
ducing energy costs and mak-
ing a home more comfortable.
In fact, the U.S. Department of
Energy notes that sealing in-
efficient windows and doors
can reduce annual utility bills
by 7 to 15 percent. That’s a
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Signs suggesting doors and
windows need air sealing

potentially significant cost
savings, particularly in an era
marked by rising utility costs.

Before homeowners seal
their windows and doors,
they can first look for signs
that these areas are allow-
ing outdoor air in. The United
States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency notes there are
some obvious signs that a
home has leaks around the
windows and doors. Those
signs include:

- Drafts: If you place your
hand around closed windows
or doors but can still feel
drafts, then there are leaks
that will need to be sealed.

- Gaps: Gaps around win-
dows and doors that are let-
ting outdoor air in typically
are noticeable to the naked
eye. You might see light com-
ing in through small cracks on
a sunny day. These gaps may
only be in one or two places,
but that’s enough to adversely
affect energy bills.

- Unwelcome guests: Pests
or insects may be another
indicator that there are gaps
around windows or doors. If
you consistently see insects
near a particular entryway
or window, or signs of pests
near doorways, that’s likely
because there’s a gap or hole
in these areas that’s enabling
them to access the interior of
your home.

- Odors: It’s not only your
sense of vision that might de-
tect leaks, but also your sense
of smell. If you notice exterior
odors inside your home even
though doors and windows
are closed, then leaks around

these areas may be the cul-
prit.

- Peeling paint or wallpa-
per: Peeling paint or wall-
paper is another potential
indicator of a leak around a
door or window. This can oc-
cur when water is entering the
home through the leak. Over
time, wet paint or wallpaper
dries and can begin to peel.
This is a potentially signifi-
cant issue because it can lead
to mold infestation and even
structural damage to a home.

The EPA characterizes
sealing behind windows and
doors as a moderate to diffi-
cult project.

New Purchases ®* New Construction

Refinance * Bruised Credit OK

metro

A Division of Mortgage 1
NMLS 129386

Low Down Payment
CONVENTIONAL - USDA - FHA - MSHDA - VA

mortg age Call Anytime

216 E. Ludington Ave.
231.425.5555

lakeshore.team@metromtg.com
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Variables to consider before
downsizing a home in retirement

Aspiring to save money in
retirement makes perfect
sense. Once professionals
call it a career and are no
longer drawing a paycheck,
cutting back on expenses
can be a sound decision that
ensures seniors won’t out-
live their money. And hous-
ing remains a significant ex-
pense, even for retirees who
own their homes and no
longer have monthly mort-
gage payments to make.

Many retirees seeking
ways to save money consid-
er downsizing their homes.
According to the National
Association of Retailers, 12
percent of people between
the ages of 60 and 69 who
move indicated their home
was too large, and that

MEMBER FOCUSED | COMMUNITY BASED | FINANCIAL WELLNESS

HOME

by Filer Credit Union

percentage grows among
movers between the ages of
70 and 78 (16 percent) and
those who move after turn-
ing 79 (18 percent). Down-
sizing a home in retire-
ment can seem like an ideal
means to saving money
after calling it a career, but
individuals pondering such
amove should consider a
number of variables before
putting their homes up for
sale.

Costs

Downsizing may help re-
tirees lower their property
tax obligations, reduce their
utility bills and lower their
monthly mortgage pay-

ElpxE

I:p_
[=]E%

2 =

FILERCU.COM |

NMLS#407814

231.723.3400

4 b FILER

CREDIT UNION

A

i

ments (for those who are
still paying off a mortgage
on their current homes), but
that does not mean moving
will not incur new expenses
that render such savings
moot. Expenditures like
closing costs, real estate
commissions, moving-re-
lated expenses, and capi-
tal gains taxes can quickly
add up. In addition, retirees
who currently do not pay
homeowner’s association
fees may be subjected to
such fees when moving into
anew home, and those fees
can be substantial and hard
to avoid. Indeed, recent data
from the U.S. Census Bureau
indicated that 71 percent

of new constructions in the
western and southern Unit-
ed States were built in com-
munities with homeowner’s
associations. Prior to down-
sizing, current homeowners
should calculate all of the
costs related to relocating,
including anticipated HOA
fees, to see if downsizing is
to their financial benefit.

Social benefits

Another variable that mer-
its consideration is the im-
pact that moving can have
on seniors’ social lives. The
World Health Organization

reports that more than one
in 10 seniors experiences
loneliness, which can ad-
versely affect their physi-
cal and mental health and
potentially reduce their life
expectancy. Retirees cur-
rently living in communities
in which they are socially
active should weigh the ef-
fects of leaving that social
network behind. Retirees
also can weigh the ben-
efits of moving to 55 and
over communities where
they will be surrounded by
people at a similar stage in
life, and how living in such
developments may improve
their social lives.

Adjusting and adapting

Downsizing will require
an adjustment period and a
willingness to adapt. Retir-
ees may have an emotional
attachment to their current
homes, and leaving that
behind can be a difficult ad-
justment. Adapting to life in
anew community also can
be challenging, particularly
if retirees are moving from
areas where there are no
restrictions regarding their
properties to communities
where homeowners’ associ-
ations must approve of any
changes to properties.



111 E. Ludington Ave.

C E N T U RY 2 'I Ludington, MI 49431

231-845-0363

Bayshore Real Estate www.C21Bayshore.com
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6544 W. Forest Edge, Ludington 304 8. Ferry #3, Ludington 10412 W. Woodrow, Shelby
* 5BR, 3BA Ranch, Vaulted Ceilings * 5BR, 5BA, 4,760 Sq. Ft. Living Space ¢ 1BR/1BA Waterfront Channel Condo ~ ® Lake Michigan Access
* Beautiful Outdoor Living Space * Pole Barn/Horse Barn, 6.7 Acres ¢ Lake MI/Channel/PM Lake Views ¢ 4BR/3BA Home Close to Silver Lake
$485,000 $649,900 $239,000 $427,900

5 . . Z

i - S = e S e s
2203 Larue, Muskegon 4354 N, US 31, Scottville 929 S, Washington, Ludington 27 N. Campbell, Walhalla
¢ Charming Lakeside District Bungalow  * 3 Bed, 1 Bath, 1350 Sq. Ft. Home ¢ Upper 2BR/2BA, Oversized Garage * 3BR Ranch, Pole Barn, Heated Shop
¢ .25 Mile from Pere Marquette Beach ¢ 30x40 Pole Barn, 3 Acres * Beautiful PM Lake/Lake MI View * Long Lake Boat Launch Nearby
$156,000 $149,000 $310,000 $215,000

> NS N e I o] 2l 3
S. Lakeshore, Ludington 102 W. Dowland, Ludington 3607 E. Hansen, Custer S. Lakeshore #26, Ludington
¢ 200 Feet Lake Michigan Frontage * Build Your Business Here! ¢ 200 Acres of Deer Country, Garage ¢ 158 Ft. Lake Michigan Frontage
* Panoramic Views, 3.9 Actes * Near Car Ferry Dock, Condos & Pubs ~  2BR Home, 25 Acre Pond System ¢ 2.9 Acre Building Site
$450,000 $389,900 $1,000,000 $525,000

WW
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Kelly Smith Ann Wisniewski ~ Brian Mulherin Dave Skridulis Debbie Bush Jim Coleman
231.233.2227 231.755.5555 231.690.0872 231.690.6803 231.852.0117 231.907.9180
Jim Foster ]J.P. Duvendeck Kevin Leavitt Mike Healy Paula Stenberg Peri Lundberg Sandy Lovewell

231.923.6744 231.907.5757 231.845.7277 231.690.7834 231.750.1235 231.590.0711 Office Manager
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Absolute

SERVICES

o

Professional Damage
Restoration and
Remodeling Services

Serving Grand Rapids
to Manistee

We offer complete damage
restoration services.
From fire damage restoration to
water damage restoration

Count on Us for All Your
Restoration Needs

S
TR
Of#he

4593 W. US 10, LUDINGTON, MI

Free Estimates on
All Remodeling Services

231-690-7010
www.wedryit.info

Did you
know?

Light-emitting diode bulbs (LEDs) are energy-efficient
and durable options. LEDs convert electricity into
light instead of heat, and increasingly are used in a
wide range of products, including lighting fixtures.
According to Energy Star®, LEDs produce light up to 90
percent more efficiently than incandescent light bulbs.
LEDs also do not typically “burn out” or fail, like other
types of bulbs. Because of their performance benefits,
homeowners may be interested in switching over to LED
bulbs to power their existing lighting fixtures. Generally
speaking, LED bulbs can work in most non-LED fixtures,
provided the base type matches the socket. The LED
bulb also should be rated for the same line voltage for
the fixture. Also, the fixture should not be enclosed,
such as glass-encased ceiling lights or certain outdoor
fixtures. The lack of ventilation can cause heat buildup,
leading to damage or failure. In such instances, one
should purchase LEDs specifically rated for enclosed
fixtures.

H‘J




Halloween

People celebrate Hallow-
een with the same zeal as
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. Decorating for Hal-
loween has evolved over the
years, and many homeown-
ers now go to great lengths
to turn their humble abodes
into horrific haunts. Achiev-
ing a haunted house vibe is
easier than one might think
with some creative ideas.

Dim the lights

Turning down the lights
immediately increases the
spooKky factor for Hallow-
een. The mind may jump to
its own conclusions about
what is nestled in a shad-
owy corner or just around
the bend. Turning off lights
and relying on flickering
candles or battery-operated
lanterns will also hide any
imperfections in your decor.

Direct light upwards

Outdoors, position low-an-

gle spotlights or floodlights
pointing up at walls or trees
to cast long, harsh shadows
that seem scary.

Board up the windows

Tape lightweight painted
cardboard strips across win-
dows to mimic the look of
an abandoned home. Scary
shapes cut from cardboard
or black paper can be taped
inside of windows and back-
lit by dim lights to create an
eerie atmosphere.
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Turn your home 1nto a
haunted house for

Utilize fog machines

If available, a fog machine
near an entrance or in a hall-
way can provide a dense,
disorienting haze. Again, it
will reduce visibility, which
can make a haunted house
seem more frightening.

Tactile scares

Hang loose, dark pieces of
string, tattered scrap fabric
or faux spider webs from
ceilings so that they will
lightly brush against pass-
ers-by in dark areas. A hid-
den fan can be positioned to
blow a sudden, chilly draft
across a doorway to mimic a
passing spirit.

Haunted portraits

Inexpensive thrift store
frames can dress up eerie
vintage photos or lenticular
shifting images purchased
online. For a real fright, have
someone pose behind a
frame and actually move or
reach out as visitors go by.

Creepy dolls

Gather tattered, old plas-
tic dolls and hang or display
them clustered together.

Or paint them all white and
splatter them with red paint
to look like blood.

Obscured paths

Create blind corners and

obscured paths so visitors
cannot anticipate what is
waiting ahead. Use dark
sheets or black painter’s
canvas taped securely to
the ceiling. Position “actors”
along the way to achieve
jump scares.

Scary sounds

Place Bluetooth speak-
ers throughout the haunt-
ed house to play aloop of
screams, squeaky hinge
noises or footsteps to keep
guests off-kilter.

A haunted house is ex-
pected for Halloween thrills,
and it’s easy to create a
spooky atmosphere with a
little effort.
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