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Ready for a change?2 BUY or SELL with confidence!

6774 Mears Rd, Ludington

5 bed, 4 bath on 5+ acres,
487 ft Hamlin Lake frontage

$1,046,000

1550 W Chilberg Rd, Scottville
Remodeled 3 bed, 3 bath on
all-sports Crystal/Hackert Lake
$749,000
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Lois
Mitzelfeld

REALTOR®

ludingtonloisegmail.com

A

231-845-7500

Patrick Flagg

REALTOR®

¢ 231-852-0446

patbigdogflaggegmail.com

6253 Loggers Lane, Ludington

3 bed, 1%z bath, 1365 SF ranch on

2.49 acres, 774 ft Hamlin frontage
$1,170,000

re St. Mary'’s Sho'rel
Lots availableinan Incredible

_sports
ment on all-spor
develos(:. Mary's Lake

Explo

Affordable waterfro!

Lighthouse Realty
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1010 N Rath Ave, Ludington |
9 platted city lots, zoned mixed
use, unlimited possibilities
$920,000

=3

3175 W Hansen Rd, Ludington

3 bed, 2 bath ranch w/fin basement

on 5 acres. Many updates!
$449,000

ntliving——

503 S Rath Ave
Ludington, Ml




GREENRIDGE
REALTY

231-843-6868
www.greenridge.com
5492 Us-10
Ludington, MI 49431

231-794-7506

DIANA KOVALCIK

dkovalcik@greenridge.com
KYLE KOVALCIK

kkovalcik@greenridge.com

231-690-5545

3757 W. Woodview Drive, Ludington

This comfortable 3-bedroom, 2-bath
home has a wonderful floor plan
featuring a spacious kitchen, dining room
with access to the deck, living room with
gas fireplace, large primary bedroom
suite, laundry room, and an oversized
attached 1-car garage.

$99.900

1430 S. Walhalla Road, Branch

Beautiful 3-Bedroom ranch home located
near Pere Marquette River and Federal
Land. Home also includes a full
basement, attached 2-car garage and
large pole barn!

$250,000

6360 W. 8 Mile Road, Irons

Over 400 feet of Little Manistee River
Frontage with a peaceful setting! This
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom modular home
features a spacious living room, kitchen
with stainless appliances and center
island, full basement, afttached 2-car
garage, and large deck overlooking the
river. Easy access from a paved
county-maintained road. Don't miss out
on this wonderful home!

$330,000

311 N Reinberg, Scottville

Charming and  well maintained
5-bedroom, 2-bath home offering a
wonderful floor plan and plenty of space
for comfortable living. This home features
an updated kitchen with  quartz
countertops and stainless steel
appliances, living room with beautiful
hardwood floors and a fireplace. The
nicely finished basement provides
additional living space with a second
family room with a gas fireplace and
recreation room. Outside, enjoy the deck
overlooking the spacious double lof,
as well as the convenience of a
2-car garage.

$300,000

603 George Street, Ludington

Beautifully remodeled 2-bedroom home
featuring a bright, open floor plan with
abundant natural light. The versatile
bonus room is ideal for a family room,
home office, or additional sleeping area.
Main-floor laundry, a full basement,
and plenty of storage add to the home's
functionality. Enjoy the charming front
porch, spacious deck, and large
driveway. Excellent location just two
blocks from downtown dining, shopping.
and brewpubs, offering convenience
and easy access to local amenities.
Move-in ready and a great opportunity
to enjoy updated living in a desirable
location!

$219,000

9748 N US 31, Free Soil

Pleasant and well maintained 3-bedroom
home situated on 25 beautiful acres! The
impressive 30' x 52' pole barn was built to
commercial standards and features an
ADA-compliant bathroom, sink, drinking
fountain, 3-phase electrical service, and
its own septic system and drainfield. The
home has been thoughtfully updated
with a new roof, well, septic system and
drainfield, and 220-amp  electrical
service, all completed in 2022. The
maintenance free exterior features vinyl
siding and replacement windows. The
home features a bright kitchen with lots of
natural light, dining room with hardwood
floors, spacious living room and so
much more!

$375,000
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Weather-resistant materials
for outdoor spaces

Outfitting backyard living
areas can make these popular
spaces more comfortable and
inviting. However, nature is a
relentless adversary that can
compromise the integrity of
outdoor furnishings over time.

Between the bleaching that
occurs from UV exposure
to the corrosive nature of
humidity to the results
of temperature swings,
backyard gear faces a constant
onslaught. Today’s Patio
says on average, backyard
furniture can last between five

and 15 years, depending on
the material and climate.

According to market
research from the
International Casual
Furnishings Association, these
outdoor furniture materials
are considered particularly
durable.

« Poly-lumber: Also known
as high-density polyethylene
lumber, this material is
low-maintenance and made
from recycled plastics. It
is non-porous and infused
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with UV inhibitors. Leading
manufacturers say HDPE can
withstand various conditions
and temperatures for more
than 20 years without
degradation.

- Power-coated aluminum:
Aluminum does not rust,
unlike iron or steel. When
aluminum is treated with a
high-quality powder coating, it
becomes much less vulnerable
to rain and humidity.

- Teak: Homeowners
who prefer the look of real
wood over other materials
often find teak is the gold
standard for outdoor items.
It contains high levels of oils
and rubber to serve as built-
in water repellents. Teak can
turn silvery-gray over time,
so to keep the golden color,
homeowners may need to oil it

annually.

- Performance fabrics:
Certain fabrics on outdoor
cushions and pillows will
not stand up to the sun
and weather. Solution-dyed
acrylics, like those offered by
the brand Sunbrella, are much
more durable. The fibers are
saturated with pigment to the
core, instead of other printed
fabrics where the color merely
sits on top.

Of course, the climate where
one lives will dictate which
materials to use. UV- and heat-
resistance can be paramount
in desert climates, while non-
porous materials are better in
high humidity to combat rot
and mold. Investing in quality
outdoor materials will help
them withstand the test of
time.
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Popular backyard games and activities

About Play notes the global
outdoor toy market is a grow-
ing industry valued at around
$23 billion in 2026. Fortune
Business Insights says outdoor
play has an expected steady
growth of 4.65 percent annu-
ally through 2034.

Modern outdoor spaces

Backyards are experiencing
aresurgence in recent years.
Driven largely by a collective
desire to reduce screen time,
which has surged among many
age groups, particularly chil-
dren, families are investing in
physical play and recreational
options at home. Indeed, All

feature far more grass and

a swing set. Such areas have
evolved into activity hubs for
everyone who wants to spend
time in the yard. Whether a
homeowner has a small patio
or sprawling acreage, these
games can make outdoor en-
tertaining spaces more fun.

- Cornhole: A reigning
champion of “toss” games,
cornhole has legions of fans.
Hard core players may want to
invest in regulation-sized solid
wood seats and weather-resis-
tant professional bags.

- Pickleball: Portable pickle-
ball nets allow for quick pop-
up courts on grass or drive-
ways.

- Supersized games: Large
versions of popular indoor
games like Connect 4® and
Jenga® enable play to be more
hands-on and physical.

- Active play: The rise of
digital active play systems has
moved outdoors. Systems like
Nex, for example, employ mo-
tion sensors to turn a back-
yard into a live-action video
game. This bridges the gap
for tech-savvy kids and adults
who want to spend more time
outdoors.

- Virtual reality: In a similar
vein, players can take VR gear
outdoors and enjoy the same
rush of virtual play while out-
side in the fresh air.

- Modular playgrounds:

All About Play says recent
industry reports indicate the
North American outdoor play
structure market is expected
toreach $850 million by 2033.
Families are prioritizing one-
stop play environments that
include modular set-ups.

5293 W Monroe Rd, Pentwater
LAKESIDE LUXURY IN THE HEART OF PENTWATER

3,200 sq ft dual-suite estate with 60 ft of private Pentwater Lake
water frontage and direct access to Lake Michigan. This property
offers the rare flexibility of being a dual-suite vacation rental,
income property, or spacious single-family home. Suite one
offers a recently updated three story, 3 bed, 22 bath home. Suite
two features a three story, 2 bed, 1% bath residence.

$997,000

DON BRADLEY (231-425-8838)
oui#y! Lighthouse Realty

300 S Rath Ave #22, Ludington

2 BED | 2 FULL BATHS | HARBOR FRONT PLAZA CONDO

Exceptional waterfront living in the heart of Ludington in a
ground floor, marina-front condominium offering breathtaking
views of Ludington's iconic channel and lighthouse. This 1,87 1sq ft
residence combines elegance, comfort, and an unbeatable location.
Enjoy front-row views of boats passing through the channel and
stunning sunsets over Lake Michigan from your private waterfront patio.

$799,000

BROKER
REALTOR @

503 S Rath Ave * Ludington, Ml
231-845-7500
www.goLighthouseRealty.com



1442 W TYLER RD | HART, MI 7399 S LAKESHORE DR | PENTWATER, Ml

3BED | 1BATH | 30.65 ACRES 4BED | 2.5BATH | 2712SQFT
3 OUTBUILDINGS, 24 X 56 POLE BARN, 88’ BASS LAKE WATERFRONT,
3-STALL BARN WITH TACK ROOM, CREEK FRONTAGE OPEN CONCEPT, 3-STALL GARAGE
LISTED AT $599,900 LISTED AT $825,000

5628 W LONGBRIDGE RD.|.PENTWATER, MI 4760 LAKESHORE DR | MEARS, M
6 BED | 4.5BATH | 4,000SQ FT 4 BED | 2 BATH | SCREENED PORCH
120’ OF PENTWATER LAKE WATERFRONT, LAKE MICHIGAN ACCESS,
CUSTOM IfITCHEN, DOl{BLE SIDED FIREPLACE NEW 2-STALL GARAGE, NEW ROOF
-/ LISTED AT $1,350,000 LISTED AT $670,000

*
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/ ! 3 Ve WOODLAND SCHMIDT
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EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

2332 N COMFORT DRIVE - ) .
HART, M1 49420 Brad Clark | Mindie VanBoxel | Sue Payne | Brie Klotz | Michelle Hanks




There is no denying
the appeal of a sunroom.
Sunrooms bring more of the
outdoors inside by bridging
the gap between home and
yard. Demand is shifting,
with more than 61 percent of
homeowners now preferring
four-season insulated rooms
for year-round use, according
to Market Reports World. A
sunroom has the potential
to offer a roughly 50 percent
return on investment and can
cost anywhere from $22,000 to
$72,000 on average.

A sunroom addition is a
significant investment and a
decision not to take lightly, as
it changes both the interior
floor plan and backyard space.
To decide if a sunroom really
is a worthwhile endeavor, it’s
important for homeowners to
consider the footprint of their
homes/yards, how they plan to
use the space, and the amount
of sun the home receives.

Home footprint

Professionals with the
National Association of
Realtors say that a sunroom
should not consume more
than 30 percent of the
remaining backyard and urge
homeowners to avoid over-
developing a lot. If installing
a sunroom will leave a
homeowner with only a small
patch of yard afterwards,
the result can feel heavy and
unbalanced. It also won’t
match the neighborhood.
Another consideration is the
local zoning ordinances where
aperson lives. The City of Los
Angeles, for example, warns
that most towns require a
setback between the sunroom
structure and the property
line. It’s also important to look
at the home’s roof and whether
or not the sunroom will fall
right under the eaves or if it
will require an expensive tie-in
to the existing roof.

Utility

Itis vital that homeowners
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Is a sunroom right for you?

determine how they will use
the space and when. This will
dictate the type of sunroom
that should be built. A three-
season room is typically
uninsulated with only single-
pane glass. This is ideal if
someone is looking for a
screened-in retreat without all
of the bugs and a little weather
protection. Four-season rooms
are fully insulated and tie into
a home’s HVAC system. This
space will be functional all year
long, but it is a more expensive
undertaking as well.

Light evaluation

The purpose of a sunroom
is to benefit from the sun.
The value of the space will
depend entirely on which way
the room faces. North-facing
sunrooms have soft light with
minimal heat or glare that
likely can be used all day.
Morning people can appreciate
an east-facing sunroom while
drinking coffee or reading, and
the space will cool down in the
afternoon. South-facing rooms
will be bright most of the day
and may need high-end HVAC
hookups or shades to stay
comfortable, even in cooler
months. West-facing sunrooms
are great for watching sunsets,
but the hot afternoon sun
must be considered. UV-rated
glass to prevent floor fading
and even sunburn likely will be
needed.

It is important to work with
a company that specializes
in sunrooms. Such firms
are experienced in helping
homeowners design and
ultimately build these spaces
to avoid common pitfalls,
advises Champion, a window,
sunroom and home exterior
company.

In general, a sunroom is not
a DIY project since it typically
involves a major structural
change. It can be a viable
addition to a home when built
correctly to remain durable
through every season.
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DEB STEVENSON

WATERFRONT e |
5267 W Monroe Rd, Pentwater 109 N Franklin St, Ludington
3 bed, 2.5 bath, 110’ private frontage, 4 bed, 1 bath, fully renovated kitchen, 5 bed, 2.5 bath, 80’ of waterfront,
Pentwater lake, 2 car garage Open floor plan, attached 1 car garage Crystal / Hackert Lake, 2 car attached garage
$995,000 $287,500 $525,000

. . = WATERFRONT
4539 S Lakeshore Dr, Ludington 802 N Emily St, Ludington 1358 N Lakeshore Dr, Ludington 70!
4 bed, 3 bath, 362’ Lake MI frontage, 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath, 10’ on Lincoln Lake, 3 bed, 2 bath,
5.3 wooded bluff acres, attached 2 car garage double lot, 4 car garage 1.5+ acres, 2 car attached garage
$1,099,000 $299,000 $525,000

WATER ACCESS

o

212 Harbor Dr., Ludington 319 N Rowe St, Ludington 5407 W Sioux Rd, Pentwater
Crosswinds Condo, 2 bed, 2 bath, 2/3 bed, 3 bath, renovated home, 4 bed, 2.5 bath, deeded lake access,
Lake Michigan beach, association pool open living space, 1 car detached garage custom crafted ranch, 4 car garage

$379,900 $350,000 $755,000




18 N Loggers Ln, Ludington 6875 W lllinois St, Ludington

3 bed, 3 bath, 223’ private frontage, 6 bed, 4 bath, 105’ lake frontage,
Hamlin Lake, 2 garages w/loft private boathouse, 5 bay garage
$1,425,000 $949,900 O DEBBY STEVENSON

Associate Broker, Realtor ®

O 231-510-5727

&) DEB@DEBSTEVENSON.COM

N P : \ n‘:‘ £ ‘ =
' T pcal
9 New William St., Ludington 6302 E Interlochen Rd, Fountain
Close to beach, 5 bed, 2 bath, 114’ of waterfront, Thunder Lake,
double corner lot, detached garage 2 bed, 2 bath, 2 car detached garage REAI_ ESTAT

$325,000 $330,000 f_

'WATER ACCESS

w Danaher St #201, Ludington 2518 N 18th St Fountan

3 bed, 2.5 bath, great water view, 1 bed, 1 bath, Round Lake access,
indoor pool, parking garage wood fireplace, turnkey move-in ready

$599,000 $190,000 TO VlEW PROPERT'ES

510-5727 ‘ WWW.DEBSTEVENSON.COM
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Outdoor entertaining spaces have
come a long way over the last several
decades. While a simple deck or patio
might once have been the norm, outdoor
entertaining spaces have now evolved
into multi-purpose spaces featuring full
kitchens, living rooms equipped with
televisions, and areas to gather around a
fireplace or built-in firepit.

While hardscaping garners consider-
able attention when planning an outdoor
entertaining space, landscaping should
not be overlooked. Many homeowners
want to enjoy their outdoor entertain-
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Low maintenance landscape features

ing spaces without having to spend too
much time tending to the surrounding
grounds, which can make these low-
maintenance landscape features the per-
fect fit.

- Native plants: Native plants are low
maintenance because they are naturally
adapted to the local climate. That means
homeowners won’t have to expend ex-
tra effort and energy watering plants or
amending the soil. Non-native species
may provide some bold colors, but that
comes at the cost of additional mainte-
nance. There’s also an environmental
cost when planting non-native species, as
the United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency warns that non-native spe-
cies typically displace natives, which can
adversely affect the local ecosystem.

- Perennials: Homeowners looking to
accent their outdoor entertaining areas
with flowers can choose perennials over
annuals. Perennials live for three or more
years, and some species can even live for
a decade or more. While they might re-

quire some seasonal pruning, perennials
will not need to be replanted each year
like annuals.

- Tolerant plants: Plants that can toler-
ate the local climate generally fall under
the native category. But it’s especially
important that homeowners who don’t
want to expend much effort on land-
scape maintenance look for plants that
can tolerate drought. A recent study
from researchers at UCLA, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association,
and CIRES predict drought conditions
will last longer, cover wider areas, and
become more severe as the climate con-
tinues to warm. Drought-resistant plants
may still require some watering if such
predictions hold true. However, such
plants will not require as much mainte-
nance as those that are less equipped
to handle drought. Homeowners who
choose plants with drought-tolerance in
mind won’t have to spend as much time
watering and also can protect their finan-
cial investment.

Wy cients are The True herves —
navigating life changes, family transitions,
and big decisions with strength and grace.

LOCAL GUIDANCE.
EIGNESTE ADVICE.

A smoolh experience

2,

My role is to be a calm, trusted
guide who brings clarity, confidence,
and peace of mind through every
—"  step of the process.

With thoughtful support and

'\ proven systems, | create a real
estate experience that feels less
overwhelming and more like...

~.

N\

.
f E ‘\!

b
AN

231-881-2167

Raquel@lighthouserealty.com
BROKER | OWNER

golLighthouseRealty.com | 503 S Rath Ave | Ludington, M| | 231-845-7500



Absolute

SERVICES

o

Professional Damage
Restoration and
Remodeling Services

Serving Grand Rapids
to Manistee

We offer complete damage
restoration services.
From fire damage restoration to
water damage restoration

Count on Us for All Your
Restoration Needs

Free Estimates on 3 'lﬁi:
All Remodeling Services :

4593 W. US 10, LUDINGTON, MI

231-690-7010
www.wedryit.info
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Whatis the
3-5-7 rule?

Home design trends come and go, but one that
has inspired a legion of committed followers is the
3-5-7 rule. The 3-5-7 rule is a formula for interior
decorating that encourages homeowners to group
furnishings in odd numbers. The intention behind
such groupings is to ensure homes feel balanced
and intentional without sacrificing aesthetic
appeal. Adherents to the 3-5-7 rule feel that odd-
numbered groupings allow for an ideal blend of
scale and height that creates a natural rhythm
within interior spaces. Some even insist that odd
groupings appear more curated. Size can come
into play when pivoting to the 3-5-7 approach to
interior design. Three large furnishings can be
arranged (i.e., sofa, area rug and a large piece of
wall art), five mid-sized items (chairs, coffee table,
etc.) and seven small pieces (candles, framed
photos, etc.).



People who spend any
measurable amount of time
outdoors likely have crossed
paths with various flying in-
sects that cohabitate in a typi-
cal yard. Some of the most
ardent pollinators and pest
control agents also have the
potential to be dangerous if
provoked. While most bees,
wasps and hornets are con-
tent to go about their busi-
ness, their stingers can make
these insects formidable foes,
particularly to those who are
allergic.

According to The Best Bees
Company, there are more
than 20,000 known species of
bees and more than 100,000
known species of wasps
worldwide. Those who don’t
want to get too up close and
personal with stinging insects
may not know how to tell the
different types apart. Bees,
wasps and hornets are dis-
tinguished by their behavior,
waist and body texture.
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How to tell bees, hornets
and wasps apart

Bees

If it has a fuzzy body, it’s
abee. Bees tend to be non-
aggressive and may be car-
rying pollen on their backs.
They also live in wax hives.
You'll likely see bees flitting
from one flower to another in
the warmer weather. Honey-
bees will die after one sting,
advises PBS, but bumble-
bees and carpenter bees have
smooth stingers that will not
get stuck, enabling them to
sting again.

Wasps

Wasps are stinging in-
sects which can be social or
solitary. Wasps have smooth,
shiny bodies and narrow
waists. They can be bright
black and yellow or black
and white. Wasps can sting
repeatedly, says The Spruce,
but they may not always be
aggressive; it depends on the
species. Yellowjackets are a
type of wasp. They are sensi-

tive to threats and not afraid
to use their stingers. Anoth-
er way to distinguish wasps
from bees is that wasps hang
their legs down while flying

and bees keep them tucked in.

Homets

Hornets are wasps and tend
to be social in nature. They
only construct paper nests
and can be more aggressive
than other types of wasps.
The Old Farmer’s Almanac
says hornets can be highly
defensive with more painful

stings, and also may be larger
and rounder in size than oth-
er wasps. In the United States,
the one true hornet species is
the European hornet, which
nestin trees.

It’s impossible to avoid
bees and wasps entirely, but
individuals can be mindful of
where they are making their
nests. As these insects are
important to the ecosystem,
it’s key not to exterminate
them haphazardly. If a nest is
problematic, it’s best to have
a professional come and relo-
cate or remove it safely.

IN LUDINGTON ¢«

New Purchases * New Construction

Refinance ® Bruised Credit OK

metro

A Division of Mortgage 1
NMLS 129386

Low Down Payment
CONVENTIONAL -« USDA « FHA » MSHDA « VA

216 E. Ludington Ave.
231.425.5555

mortg age Call Anytime %

lakeshore.team@metromtg.com




111 E. Ludington Ave.

CENTURY 21  jurse s

Bayshore Real Estate www.C21Bayshore.com

1415 W First, Scottville 368 Harhor Dr., #401, Ludington 6301 S. Stiles, Pentwater 10412 W. Woodrow, Shelby
* 5BR, 5BA, 4,760 Sq. Ft. Living Space ¢ 2Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Story Condo * 4BR, 2BA Farmhouse, Pole Barn ¢ Lake Michigan Access
* Pole Barn/Horse Barn, 6.7 Acres ¢ 1,000" Private Lake Michigan Beach * 10 Acres, Fish Stocked Pond * 4BR/3BA Home Close to Silver Lake

$685,000 $325,000 $450,000 $429,900

544 W, Forest Edge, Ludington 12504 N, Woodbridge, Bitely 206 E. Broadway, Scottville 3344 E. Hansen, Custer
* 5BR, 3BA Ranch, Vaulted Ceilings * Pickerel Lake Home, Hot Tub, 2 Acres * 4 Bed, 2 Bath, Close to Downtown ¢ 30 Acres, Private Lake Front, Garage
* Beautiful Outdoor Living Space * Garage, Bunkhouse, Dock, Boats * Raised Garden Bed Area * 3BR, 2BA Home, Huge Pole Barn
$515,000 $339,900 $247,500 $425,000
- YN BAT ; e

4354 N, US 31, Scottville 27 N. Campbell, Fountain 7127 Wever, Fountain
* 3 Bed, 1 Bath, 1350 Sq. Ft. Home * 3 BR Ranch, Pole Barn, Heated Shop * Upper 2BR/2BA, Oversized Garage * 3 Bed, 2 Bath Ranch, Branch Twp.
* 30x40 Pole Barn, 3 Acres ¢ Long Lake Boat Launch Nearby ¢ Beautiful PM Lake/Lake MI View * Long Lake Deeded Access

$149,000 $215,000 $325,000

$125,000

i e e 3 " i
3607 E. Hansen, Custer S. Lakeshore #26, Ludington Oakridge Dr., Lot 1, Ludington 4016 W. Conrad, Ludington
¢ 200 Acres of Deer Country, Garage ¢ 158 Ft. Lake Michigan Frontage ¢ 1 Acre Hamlin Building Site * One Acte Country Setting
¢ 2BR Home, 25 Acre Pond System * 2.9 Acre Building Site ¢ Underground Utilities, Natural Gas ¢ Historic One Room Schoolhouse
$1,000,000 $525,000 $34,500 $60,000

/ i N
Kelly Smith Ann Wisniewski  Brian Mulherin Dave Skridulis Debbie Bush Jim Coleman
231.233.2227 231.755.5555 231.690.0872 231.690.6803 231.852.0117 231.907.9180

2 A e

- \ . ‘
Jim Foster J.P. Duvendeck Kevin Leavitt Mike Healy Paula Stenberg Peri Lundberg Sandy Lovewell
231.923.6744 231.907.5757 231.845.7277 231.690.7834 231.750.1235 231.590.0711 Office Manager
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Repurpose rooms and breathe
new life into a home

Homeowners do not need
to get hung up on room la-
bels as they explore ways to
reinvent their spaces. Just
because a floor plan labels
a space as a formal dining
room doesn’t mean the area
has to remain that way.

Repurposing rooms in a
home comes down to aligning
the space a person has with
their lifestyle needs. Here are
a few ways to rethink interior
spaces and make a switch to
improve utility.

- Identify unused or under-
used rooms. Take note of
spaces that are cleaned but
rarely used. For many people,
this is a dining room or a
guest suite. Either of these
rooms can be transformed
into something new.

- Invest in multipurpose
furniture. Even people short
on space can transform their
homes. Replacing a tradition-
al bed with a murphy bed or
a daybed can make a room
more suitable for a home of-
fice or yoga studio, but still
provide a space for the oc-
casional houseguest to sleep.
A pull-down shelf desk in a
bedroom or even a walk-in
closet can turn an area into a
compact home workstation.

- Claim dead space. The
area under the stairs or an-
other small spot often is used
to collect junk. Instead, it can
be turned into a built-in wine
rack, a reading nook for kids
or even a pet sanctuary with

just a few modifications. Ana-
lyze areas around the home
that seem like they don’t
serve a purpose, and then fig-
ure out a way to make them
more functional.

- Establish room zones.
Some people simply cannot
transform an entire room into
something else. Visual parti-
tioning makes it possible to
create rooms within rooms.
An area rug can be used to
define a border of a space.
Open bookshelves can serve
as a wall to separate a sleep-
ing area from a lounging spot.
Lighting can add dimension

to areas in a space. A pendant
light over a crafting or work
table can be used define the
space.

- Look at utility areas. Un-
less you are a do-it-yourselfer
or have a hobby that takes up
much of the garage or base-
ment, utility areas are major
spots in a home to consider
repurposing. A garage can be
turned into a home gym, kids
play area or even a hobby
shop. Modular flooring and
insulated walls can make the
room comfortable. Attic lofts
are the ultimate quiet zones,
and can be serene spots for

reading, meditating or doing
homework. An unfinished
basement can be converted
into a finished space to serve
many different purposes.
From media rooms to a teen
lounge to a hobby cave, the
opportunities are endless.

A good rule of thumb be-
fore converting any room is
to give it a test run. Move in
a piece of furniture and test
how it works with its intend-
ed function. Assess lighting,
noise and foot traffic for a
week, and then move ahead
with changes if the result is
positive.
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