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Before the First Voyage: 

The SS Badger’s Spring ‘Light-Off’ Signals a Return to Life
LUDINGTON — Long before the first 

passengers board each spring, the SS 
Badger begins its sailing season in a place 
most never see — deep within the engine 
room, where a carefully timed process 
brings the historic steamship back to life.

Crew members refer to it simply as the 
“light-off,” the moment when the Bad-
ger’s coal-fired boilers are ignited follow-
ing months of winter layup.

“Last night, the boilers were lit aboard 
the SS Badger as the ship prepares for a 
new sailing season,” according to a post 
from the SS Badger Ferry on its official 
Facebook page.

In other posts, the moment is de-
scribed as the start of the vessel’s “first 
watch” of the season — a phrase rooted 
in maritime operations that also hints at 
a deeper continuity.

The wording may be simple, but the 
process behind it is anything but.

Each spring follows a familiar progres-
sion: the boilers are lit, systems are test-
ed, and the ship moves steadily toward 
sea trials and opening day. For the crew, 
the sequence marks the transition from 
winter maintenance to active service.

The repetition is part of the rhythm of 
a seasonal vessel — one that has operat-

ed on Lake Michigan for decades.

WHY IT CAN’T BE AUTOMATED
Unlike modern vessels powered by die-

sel engines or computerized systems, the 
SS Badger’s steam plant depends on con-
tinuous human input.

Fuel must be introduced gradually. Air-
flow must be balanced. Combustion condi-
tions shift constantly as temperatures rise.

There is no single switch to bring the 
system online.

Instead, crew members monitor and 
adjust fuel feed into the fireboxes, air 
supply for combustion, and steam pres-
sure as it builds.

Small changes in any one of those vari-
ables can affect performance. Experi-
enced operators learn to read the system 
— by gauge, by sound, and even by feel.

That level of responsiveness is difficult 
to replicate with automation, particularly 
in a system designed long before digital 
controls became standard.

A SYSTEM ROOTED IN ANOTHER ERA
Coal-fired steamships once dominat-

ed Great Lakes shipping, powering both 
freight carriers and passenger vessels. 
Crews worked in shifts to maintain 

steady steam production, feeding boilers 
and managing heat levels throughout 
each voyage.

The SS Badger, launched in 1952, is one 
of the last remaining examples of that 
system still in regular passenger service.

While many ships have transitioned 
to modern propulsion, the Badger 
continues to operate using its original 
steam-powered design — adapted over 
time, but still reliant on the same funda-
mental principles.

EXPERIENCE PASSED WATCH TO WATCH
The Badger’s engine department is built 

on experience.
Social media posts from the SS Badger 

Ferry highlighting crew members such 
as longtime Chief Engineer Kevin Died-
rich and engineer Scott Rogers describe 
careers that span decades aboard the 
vessel, with individuals working through 
multiple positions in the engine depart-
ment and contributing to the operation of 
the ship’s steam-powered systems.

That continuity plays a critical role 
during the spring startup. Bringing the 
boilers online requires judgment devel-
oped over time — knowing how quickly 
to raise temperature, how to balance air-
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flow, and how to respond as the system 
comes up to pressure.

For many aboard, it is a process repeat-
ed year after year.

WHY IT MATTERS: A WORKING LANDMARK
The SS Badger is more than a ferry. It is 

a designated historic vessel and one of the 
last operating coal-fired passenger ships 
in the United States.

Recognized by the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers as a National His-
toric Mechanical Engineering Landmark, 
the ship represents a form of maritime 
technology that has largely disappeared 
from active service.

Unlike museum ships, the Badger re-
mains fully operational — carrying pas-
sengers and vehicles between Ludington, 
Michigan, and Manitowoc, Wisconsin.

Maintaining that status requires more 
than preservation. It requires the systems 
to be run, maintained and understood in 
real-world conditions.

MORE THAN A MECHANICAL PROCESS
The Badger’s own materials describe 

the operation as “more than a job — it’s 
a family,” reflecting the long tenure of 
many crew members and the shared pur-
pose that defines the vessel’s operation.

That continuity shapes moments like 
the spring startup, where the process of 
bringing the boilers online is carried out by 
crews who have done it many times before.

No single post calls it a tradition. No 
crew member publicly labels it a ritual.

But the elements are there:
• A process repeated each year
• A defined beginning — the lighting of 

the boilers
• Language that marks the moment 

(“first watch”)
• And a reliance on experienced hands 

to carry it forward

A RETURN TO MOTION
For passengers, the start of the season 

is marked by boarding, departure times 
and the view of shoreline fading into open 
water.

For the crew, it begins earlier — in the 
heat of the boiler room, as pressure builds 
and the ship prepares to move once again.

On the SS Badger, history is not pre-
served behind glass.

It is brought back to life each spring — one 
boiler, one watch, and one crossing at a time.

Long-serving engineer reflects on career 

LUDINGTON — After 
more than two decades 
aboard the SS Badger, 
Chief Engineer Kev-
in Diedrich is retiring 
this season following 
a 24-year career that 
spanned every position 
in the vessel’s engine 
department.

For Diedrich, that 
experience was earned 
over a career that began 
at the most demanding 
level of the ship’s oper-
ation and progressed 
through every rank be-
low deck.

Diedrich joined the Badger in 2001 as a 
coal passer and advanced through posi-
tions including fireman and oiler before 
becoming chief engineer. In an interview 
with the Mason County Press, Diedrich 
said he had worked “every job in the 
engine room,” gaining a comprehensive 
understanding of the vessel’s coal-fired 
steam system.

The Badger is operated by Interlake 
Maritime Services and remains one of the 
last coal-fired steamships in regular ser-
vice on the Great Lakes.

A RARE SKILL SET ON A HISTORIC VESSEL
Designated a National Historic Land-

mark, the Badger continues to operate 
much as it did when it launched in 1953. 
Its propulsion system — powered by 
boilers and reciprocating steam engines 
— requires constant monitoring and 
hands-on expertise.

Unlike modern diesel-powered vessels, 
the Badger relies on systems that de-
mand institutional knowledge built over 
time, making long-serving crew members 
critical to both daily operations and long-
term preservation.

In a feature produced by Wisconsin 
Public Radio’s Wisconsin Life, Diedrich 
described the vessel as unique, reflecting 
on the distinct nature of its machinery 

and operation.

DRAWN TO THE WATER
A native of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 

Diedrich grew up watching ships travel 
across Lake Michigan — an early connec-
tion that shaped his career path.

According to the Wisconsin Life fea-
ture, that familiarity with the carferries 
operating out of Manitowoc played a 
role in his decision to pursue maritime 
work, eventually leading him aboard the 
Badger.

The ferry continues to connect Mani-
towoc and Ludington, serving as both a 
transportation link and a longstanding 
part of the region’s maritime identity.

LEADERSHIP BUILT FROM EXPERIENCE
By the time Diedrich became chief 

engineer, he had already spent years 
learning each role within the engine de-
partment. That background informed 
his approach to leadership, grounded 
in firsthand knowledge of the work re-
quired at every level.

The engine room operates as a coordi-
nated system, with each position contrib-
uting to the safe and efficient function 
of the vessel. Having performed each of 
those roles, Diedrich brought both tech-
nical expertise and practical understand-
ing to the job.

That kind of progression — from 

entry-level labor to de-
partment leadership 
— reflects a traditional 
maritime career path 
that has become less 
common as newer ves-
sels rely more heavily on 
automation.

MARKING A CAREER  
OF SERVICE
Diedrich’s tenure aboard 
the Badger spans more 
than two decades, as 
the vessel continued to 
carry passengers and ve-
hicles between Michigan 

and Wisconsin.
In a recent post on its official Facebook 

page, the SS Badger said Diedrich “has 
worked every position in the engine de-
partment” since joining the crew in 2001 
and credited him with helping “keep this 
historic vessel running.”

The post thanked him for his “24 years 
of service, commitment, and the many 
memories” created aboard the ship and 
wished him well in retirement.

Regional coverage by the Herald Times 
Reporter also highlighted his long tenure 
and ties to the Manitowoc port.

CARRYING HISTORY FORWARD
While passengers experience the Bad-

ger from its decks, much of its opera-
tion happens out of view — in the engine 
room, where systems built decades ago 
continue to run under careful supervi-
sion.

The vessel’s continued use of steam 
propulsion makes it both a working ferry 
and a piece of living history, requiring 
the experience of those trained to oper-
ate it.

Each voyage across Lake Michigan car-
ries that legacy forward — powered not 
only by steam, but by the knowledge of 
those who have kept the Badger running 
for generations.

From coal passer to chief engineer, Kevin Diedrich helped power a Great Lakes icon

aboard the S.S. Badger
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At the Helm: Mark Barker Guides the Badger 
Through Change and Into the Future 

BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

There is someone you might not see 
when sailing aboard the SS Badger, but 
his experience and perspective influence 
nearly every aspect of the vessel and its 
operation.

That someone is Mark W. Barker, pres-
ident and CEO of Interlake Maritime 
Services — the company that owns the 
Badger as part of its broader maritime 
portfolio.

Shortly after Interlake acquired the 
Badger operation, Barker framed the 
company’s commitment in clear terms.

“As a maritime company, we under-
stand how important the Badger connec-
tion between Ludington, Michigan, and 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin is to those com-
munities,” Barker said in a January 2021 
interview with The Maritime Executive. 

“Interlake is fully committed to continu-
ing its operation as the largest cross-lake 
passenger service on the Great Lakes, a 
key part of U.S. 10 and a vital link across 
Lake Michigan.”

In a 2024 interview with the Ludington 
Daily News, Barker described the scope 
of his role and the structure behind the 
operation.

“As president and CEO of Interlake 
Maritime Services, I oversee all of the 
companies,” Barker said.

A LEADER SHAPED BY THE LAKES
Barker’s connection to the industry is 

generational.
“I grew up in the business,” he said in 

that interview, noting his father led In-
terlake and took the company private in 
1987.

Barker joined the company in 1995, 

sailing aboard its vessels as a third assis-
tant engineer before moving ashore in 
1996 as a fleet engineer. After earning a 
business degree, he returned to Interlake 
in 2002, working in finance and treasury 
before being named president in 2007.

TWO SIDES OF THE SAME INDUSTRY
Interlake’s business spans both bulk 

freight shipping and passenger service.
“The Great Lakes is a huge maritime 

operations center,” Barker said in the 
2024 interview.

“We are moving the building blocks of 
America,” he said, describing cargo op-
erations that include iron ore, limestone, 
salt and coal.

But the Badger operates differently.
“Commercial shipping and the car fer-

ry are, at their most basic level, the same 
operation,” Barker said in the same inter-

view. “Maintenance, crewing and safety 
are very similar.”

“The sales side of the business is very 
different,” he added. “On the ferry opera-
tion, we are catering to families, truck-
ers, vacationers and tourists. We are very 
much more a public-facing operation.”

Each roughly four-hour crossing be-
tween Ludington and Manitowoc requires 
coordination between vessel crews, dock 
operations and passenger services on a 
fixed schedule.

TESTED BY OPERATION
That operational reality was under-

scored in 2023, when a failure involving 
the dock ramp system in Ludington forced 
an early end to the Badger’s season.

“This is not how we hoped our 70th 
season would end,” Barker said at the 
time in a public company statement, “but 
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we are fully committed to making the 
extensive repairs — and doing it the right 
way — so that we will be back better and 
stronger… to serve our loyal passengers 
and port communities.”

Following that shutdown, Lake Mich-
igan Carferry — under Interlake owner-
ship — undertook significant repairs to 
dock infrastructure in Ludington.

READY FOR THE SEASON
By the 2024 sailing season, that work 

— including improvements to shore-side 
infrastructure — was beginning to show 
results.

In a LinkedIn post ahead of the season, 
Barker pointed to the behind-the-scenes 
effort required to keep the Badger oper-
ating.

“Exciting news! The SS Badger is out on 
a training run as it gets ready to set sail,” 
he wrote. “Our team, along with our part-
ners who helped construct a new ramp 
lifting system in Ludington, put in a lot of 
hard work over the winter.”

INVESTING IN THE VESSEL — 
AND ITS FUTURE

Barker has also pointed to longer-term 
considerations for the vessel.

In a 2022 interview with the Luding-
ton Daily News, he said the company was 
beginning to evaluate future fuel options 
for the coal-fired ship.

“We’re looking at all options,” Barker 
said at the time. “At the end of the day, 
we need a boat that is sustainable — eco-
nomically, environmentally, from every-
thing.”

“Coal is not the most favored fuel in 
the world,” he added.

He also said the vessel’s historic desig-
nation is not solely tied to its fuel source.

“The boat is historic in its nature,” 
Barker said in that interview. “The role 
the boat has played in the economy and 
the railroad and the region has a hugely 
historic significance.”

IMPROVEMENTS ONBOARD
Since Interlake acquired Lake Mich-

igan Carferry in 2020, improvements 
have included both passenger-facing and 

crew-focused updates.
According to company statements and 

prior Ludington Daily News reporting, 
those have included:

• repainting and maintenance work 
completed during dry dock periods

• updates to onboard systems, includ-
ing passenger entertainment options

•  ongoing improvements to passenger 
spaces and amenities

Behind the scenes, upgrades have also 
focused on crew accommodations.

“It’s important to us… they have rea-
sonable accommodations,” Barker said 
in 2022. “Our goal is to keep and retain 
people.”

A COMPANY OPERATING AT SCALE
The Badger operates as part of Inter-

lake’s broader Great Lakes fleet.
The company’s bulk carriers transport 

millions of tons of cargo annually across 
the region, supporting industries such as 
steelmaking, construction and energy.

Recent investments, including the con-
struction of the MV Mark W. Barker, re-

flect a continued focus on modernization 
within the company’s fleet.

A STEADY CONNECTION
While expansion into additional ports 

is not part of the company’s plans, Barker 
said the ferry’s mission remains consis-
tent.

“They can count on the Badger to con-
tinue connecting Michigan to Wisconsin,” 
he said in the 2024 interview.

At the same time, the vessel’s future 
remains part of an ongoing conversation 
— from long-term fuel considerations to 
continued investments in infrastructure, 
crew and passenger experience.

For Barker, the path forward is not de-
fined by a single change, but by steady 
progress.

Ensuring the Badger continues to op-
erate for future generations, he has said, 
means balancing what makes the ship 
historic with what will keep it viable — a 
challenge that will shape the next chapter 
of one of the Great Lakes’ most recogniz-
able vessels.
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A pair of historic breakwater lighthous-
es – one in Ludington and the other in 
Manitowoc, Wisc. – serve as guiding lights 
for the S.S. Badger whenever it crisscross-
es Lake Michigan.

Truth be told, those two historic mar-
itime beacons help to serve all boating 
traffic – large and small – and are just 
two of the more than 120 lighthouses 
that protect ships of all sizes as they 
sail across the 3,200 miles of her Mitten 
State shorelines and of all those light-
houses, it’s the North Breakwater Light 
in Ludington, and its sister candle along 
the shores in Manitowoc, that welcome 
the Badger and her passengers spring, 
summer and fall.

Located in downtown Ludington is the 
Stearns Park Beach North Breakwater 
Light, which was built in 1871 and for 
decades has been the shining beacon for 
the S.S. Badger carferry, many massive 
freighters and scores of fishing boats and 
other pleasure craft.

The lighthouse will reopen for visisti-
tation on May 19, and remain open until 
Sept. 27.

According to published tourists bro-
chures, “... the white, pyramid shaped 
tower that is known as the Ludington 
North Breakwater Light (not an official 
lighthouse, since a house has never been 

attached to it) has a history that’s as 
fascinating as its structure. With $6,000 
from Congress, the first Ludington light 
was constructed on the outer end of the 
south pier, and lit in 1871. Standing only 
25 feet, the upper section housed a ser-
vice room, which the light keeper could 
use during inclement weather.

“Money was no problem when it came 
to constructing Lake Michigan pierhead 
lighthouses, but Congress frequently 
dragged its feet in appropriating funds 
for the construction of keeper’s dwell-
ings. Edwin Slyfield, light keeper in 1891, 
encountered dangerous conditions when 
he had to navigate the pier during No-
vember gales in order to service the light. 
It wasn’t until 1900 that a keeper’s quar-
ters was finally constructed, and Mr. Sly-
field and his family finally had a home.”

Those brochures continue that “... the 
Army Corps of Engineers recommend-
ed in 1906 that a pair of timber break-
waters be constructed in an arrowhead 
formation to protect the entrance to the 
harbor. Work was completed on this proj-
ect in 1914, and it became clear that the 
present light was not adequate for the 
number of carferries entering the harbor. 
Five years later, the timber breakwaters 
began to decay, and concrete structures 
were approved as a replacement. In 1923, 

it was decided that a new light should be 
built at the end of the North Breakwater, 
rather than the south side. So in 1924, the 
present tower began to take shape, fabri-
cated of steel plates over a steel skeleton. 
This four-sided, white pyramidal tower 
was built with four porthole windows 
on each of the three decks. The unusual 
shape was designed to deflect the strong 
waves of Lake Michigan. A fourth-order 
Fresnel lens, manufactured in the United 
States rather than France, was installed in 
the new station’s lantern.

The North Breakwater Light was auto-
mated in 1972, and the Fresnel lens (now 
on display at Historic White Pine Village) 
was replaced in 1995 by a Tidelands Sig-
nal 300 mm acrylic optic. In 1994, the 
crib on which the light sits settled, and 
the tower tilted four degrees to the north-
east. Cost to repair it was considered ex-
cessive, so the Army Corps of Engineers 
decided it was safe and to leave it as is. 
Looking at the North Breakwater Light-
house today, the tilt can still be seen.

Four hours away by Badger steaming 
standards, and according to other pub-
lished reports, “... Manitowoc’s light-
house is an iconic landmark of the area 
and a popular attraction for tourists. The 
public is welcome to walk out on the pier 
and come right up to the lighthouse for 

pictures or fishing. On the walk out there, 
it is common to see birds and fauna as 
the pier goes through a nature preserve. 
The best way to get to the lighthouse is 
to park in the Lighthouse Park parking 
lot and walk out on the pier with the blue 
railing. Dogs are allowed and there is a 
dog park located on the way out.”

The Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad 
launched a railroad car ferry service be-
tween Manitowoc and Ludington in 1897 
using the Pere Marquette, the first steel 
car ferry. In 1900, the ferry transported 
27,000 railroad cars across Lake Mich-
igan. The S.S. Badger, which has been 
converted to carry automobiles and pas-
sengers, is the last of the fourteen railcar 
ferries that served this route.

According to the Wisconsin Maritime 
Museum website, “Phil Carlucci spent 
roughly $325,000 to renovate and paint 
the lighthouse in time for the 100th 
birthday of the lighthouse in 2018. The 
gleaming white lighthouse was the talk 
of the town after its restoration, and 
Carlucci hoped to work with the Wis-
consin Maritime Museum to coordinate 
tours and events at the lighthouse. Since 
2019, Manitowoc Sunrise Rotary has 
been working with Philip Carlucci to offer 
tours of the lighthouse to schoolchildren 
and other interested groups.”

Two Beacons, One Passage: 
Lighthouses Guide the Badger Between Shores

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTOS
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Two Ports, One Passage:

From opposite shores of Lake Mich-
igan, two communities share a daily 
rhythm shaped by history, industry and 
the steady crossing of a working ship.

Each morning during the sailing sea-
son, the routine begins the same way on 
both sides of Lake Michigan.

On the east shore, in Ludington, vehi-
cles line up along the docks as the coal-
fired steamship SS Badger prepares to 
depart. Across the lake in Manitowoc, 
that same vessel will arrive hours later, 
completing a crossing that has connect-
ed the two communities for more than 
seven decades.

“There is nothing else like her 
around,” Capt. Ed Wiltse, the Badger’s 
master, said in prior reporting.

For both ports, the Badger is not sim-
ply a piece of history. It remains a work-
ing ship — one that continues to shape 
daily life along each shoreline.

A SHARED DAILY RHYTHM
In Ludington, the Badger’s departure 

signals the start of activity along the wa-
terfront. In Manitowoc, its arrival serves 
as a similar marker, drawing attention 
as it moves into harbor and ties up along 
the dock.

Though separated by roughly 60 miles 
of open water, the two communities mir-
ror each other in subtle but consistent 
ways. Each builds part of its seasonal 

rhythm around the ferry’s schedule — a 
cadence defined by departure, crossing 
and arrival.

The routine repeats daily through the 
warmer months, linking the two ports 
in a pattern that is both predictable and 
enduring.

A WORKING SHIP, NOT A RELIC
While the Badger is often described for 

its historic status — built in 1953 and 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
— those who operate it emphasize its 
function over its legacy.

“Operating the Badger is not like sailing 
on a laker,” Wiltse said, underscoring the 
vessel’s unique design and handling.

The ship’s complexity reflects that 
distinction. A documentary on the ves-
sel describes it as “a complex ship with 
miles of pipes,” highlighting the systems 
required to keep the coal-fired steamship 
in operation.

That complexity is part of what con-
nects the two ports. Each successful 
crossing depends on coordination, 
timing and the ability to move safely be-
tween harbors on opposite sides of Lake 
Michigan.

CONNECTING TWO WATERFRONT 
 ECONOMIES

Beyond its daily routine, the Badger 
continues to serve as a direct link be-

tween Michigan and Wisconsin.
Each sailing carries passengers, vehi-

cles and commercial traffic, providing 
an alternative to the drive around the 
southern end of the lake. For Luding-
ton and Manitowoc, that movement 
supports seasonal business activity 
tied to tourism, dining and waterfront 
commerce.

Visitors arriving in Ludington often 
head for beaches, parks and downtown 
shops. Those disembarking in Manito-
woc are met with a harbor district that 
includes museums, marinas and local 
businesses.

The exchange works in both directions, 
reinforcing the Badger’s role as more than 
transportation — a steady conduit be-
tween two regional economies.

A SHARED EXPERIENCE  
ACROSS THE LAKE

For many passengers, the connection 
between Ludington and Manitowoc is 
personal as well as practical.

“It was quite a thrill reliving the trip 
to Manitowoc,” one former crew mem-
ber said in a Badger account reflecting 
on returning to the route decades later.

That sense of continuity — of making 
the same crossing across generations 
— is part of what defines the vessel’s 
place in both communities.

SEASONAL BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS
On each side of the lake, the Badger’s 

first sailing in the spring signals the 
start of a new season.

In Ludington, it marks the transition 
into the busiest months of the year. In 
Manitowoc, the ship’s arrival serves as 
a similar indicator, bringing renewed 
activity to the waterfront.

When the sailing season ends in the 
fall, the absence is just as noticeable. 
The daily crossings stop, and with 
them, the routine that connects the two 
ports.

TWO COMMUNITIES, ONE CONNECTION
Despite differences in geography and 

local character, Ludington and Mani-
towoc share a relationship defined by 
repetition and reliability.

From one shoreline, the Badger de-
parts. On the other, it arrives. And in 
that continuous movement, the two 
communities remain linked — not only 
by water, but by a shared experience 
shaped by the same vessel.

“It was one of the best experiences in 
my 86 years,” the former crew member 
said, reflecting on the crossing.

For more than 70 years, that experi-
ence has been repeated thousands of 
times — a passage that continues to 
connect two ports, one trip at a time.

How the SS Badger Connects Ludington and Manitowoc
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1515 Memorial Dr., Two Rivers, WI
920-793-4524

rooms@lhinn.com • http://lhinn.com

Lakeview Guest Rooms
Lakefront Hotel - Restaurant - Bar

Ice Cream Parlor • Indoor Pool - Hot Tub
Exercise Room • Private Beach

ONLY 10 MINUTES NORTH OF THE CARFERRY
DOCK ALONG THE SHORE IN TWO RIVERS!

Great Food & Friendly People

807 Quay St.
Manitowoc

920-374-4596

Serving up 
favorites every

day of the week!

Great Food & Friendly People

SS BADGER AT A GLANCE
•Built: 1953
•Length: 410 feet
•Route: Ludington, Michigan to Manito-

woc, Wisconsin
•Distance: Approximately 60 miles
•Crossing time: About 4 hours
•Capacity: Up to 620 passengers and 180 

vehicles

MANITOWOC
•Location: Eastern Wisconsin shoreline, 

along Lake Michigan
•Population: Approximately 34,000
•Waterfront identity: Historic shipbuild-

ing and maritime manufacturing center
•Key waterfront features:

•Manitowoc Marina
•Riverwalk and harbor district
•Lakefront parks and shoreline 
access

•Tourism drivers:
•Wisconsin Maritime Museum
•Rahr-West Art Museum
•Downtown and lakefront dining

•Economic role of the Badger:
•Delivers visitors directly into the 
harbor district

•Supports seasonal business activ-
ity tied to tourism and waterfront 
events

•Community rhythm:
•Ferry arrivals signal daily water-
front activity

• Serves as a visible link to cross-
lake travel and regional connec-
tivity

Port to Port — Ludington & Manitowoc at a Glance
LUDINGTON

• Location: West Michigan shoreline, 
Mason County

• Population: Approximately 7,600 
(city)

• Waterfront identity: Lake Michigan 
port city with a long history in ship-
ping, rail and tourism
• Key waterfront features:

• Ludington Municipal Marina
•Stearns Park beach
•Harbor View Marina and channel 
walkway

• Tourism drivers:
•Ludington State Park
•Port of Ludington Maritime 
Museum

•Downtown shopping and dining 
district

•Charter fishing and outdoor 
recreation

• Economic role of the Badger:
• Anchors seasonal tourism traffic
• Brings visitors directly into the 
downtown and waterfront cor-
ridor

• Community rhythm:
•Ferry departures mark daily ac-
tivity along the harbor

•Strong tie between maritime 
history and modern tourism 
economy

SHARED 
BY BOTH PORTS
• Direct connection via the SS Badger
•Seasonal tourism economies tied to 
Lake Michigan

•Strong maritime heritage
•Daily rhythm shaped by ferry depar-
tures and arrivals

•Role as regional gateways between 
Michigan and Wisconsin
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Two Destinations, One Journey: 
LUDINGTON, Mich. — Travelers look-

ing for a short, walkable getaway on both 
sides of Lake Michigan can build their 
trip around the schedule of the SS Bad-
ger.

According to itineraries published by 
the ferry’s operators, both Ludington 
and Manitowoc offer compact, accessible 
experiences designed for one- to three-
day stays, particularly for passengers 
traveling without a vehicle. The sample 
itineraries appear to be built around the 

Badger’s daytime sailing schedule rather 
than its overnight crossings.

Below is a detailed look at how those 
itineraries unfold.

Ludington itinerary 
(as outlined by SS Badger)

DAY 1: VOYAGE AND ARRIVAL
• Morning departure from Manitowoc 

aboard the Badger
• Afternoon arrival in Ludington

• Check into local lodging
• Explore downtown Ludington and 

the waterfront
• Dinner in town
As outlined on the Badger blog, the 

Ludington itinerary begins with the lake 
crossing and arrival in Ludington, then 
shifts into an afternoon and evening of 
downtown and waterfront exploration.

DAY 2: BEACH TOWN BLISS
• Breakfast and coffee downtown

• Visit Stearns Park and the Lake Michi-
gan shoreline

• Browse downtown shops and restau-
rants along Ludington Avenue

• Visit the Port of Ludington Maritime 
Museum or spend time near the harbor

• Enjoy additional time at the beach, 
marina or waterfront parks

The second day centers on Ludington’s 
beach-town setting, with time built in for 
the shoreline, downtown and maritime 
attractions.

Great Lake Getaway Itineraries in Ludington and Manitowoc

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO
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DAY 3: VOYAGE AND DEPARTURE
• 7:30 a.m. — Grab coffee to go
• 8 a.m. — Board the Badger for de-

parture
• 9 a.m. ET — Depart Ludington on 

the daytime sailing
• Noon CT — Arrive in Manitowoc
The Badger’s blog specifically refer-

ences an early-morning boarding win-
dow from Ludington, which aligns with 
the daytime east-to-west crossing. Un-
der the current 2026 full-season sched-
ule, the ship departs Ludington at 9 a.m. 
ET and arrives in Manitowoc at noon CT.

CROSSING LAKE MICHIGAN
For these itinerary posts, the ferry 

crossing is part of the daytime travel 
experience, not an overnight trip. The 
current full-season daytime schedule 
lists a four-hour crossing, with depar-
tures from Ludington at 9 a.m. ET and 
departures from Manitowoc at 2 p.m. 
CT. Overnight sailings are offered sep-
arately in some periods, but those are 
not the sailings reflected in these itiner-
ary blogs.

Manitowoc itinerary
 (as outlined by SS Badger)

DAY 1: VOYAGE AND ARRIVAL
• Morning departure from Ludington 

aboard the Badger
• Noon CT arrival in Manitowoc
• Check into nearby lodging
• Explore downtown Manitowoc
• Spend time along the riverwalk and 

marina area
• Dinner in town
As presented on the Badger blog, the 

Manitowoc itinerary begins with the 
daytime crossing from Ludington, fol-
lowed by a walkable afternoon and eve-
ning in downtown Manitowoc.

DAY 2: MUSEUMS AND WATERFRONT
• Breakfast and coffee downtown
• Visit the Wisconsin Maritime Mu-

seum
• Explore local shops and attractions
• Spend time along the waterfront, 

riverwalk or marina district
• Additional free time to walk or relax 

in town

The second day highlights Manito-
woc’s downtown and maritime charac-
ter, with most suggested stops located 
close to the ferry dock.

DAY 3: DEPARTURE
• 8 a.m. — Breakfast
• 9-11 a.m. — Free time or walk along 

the riverwalk
• 11 a.m. — Check out of the hotel
• 11:30 a.m. — Lunch
• 1 p.m. — Check in for the Badger 

voyage
• 2 p.m. CT — Depart Manitowoc
• 7 p.m. ET — Arrive in Ludington
The Manitowoc itinerary clearly refer-

ences the daytime west-to-east sailing, 
with a 1 p.m. check-in and 2 p.m. depar-
ture. Under the current 2026 full-season 
schedule, that crossing arrives in Lud-
ington at 7 p.m. ET.

ONE TRIP, TWO DESTINATIONS
Taken together, the itineraries pres-

ent a coordinated travel model: short 
stays of one to three days, walkable 
downtown and waterfront access in 
both ports, and scheduling built around 
the Badger’s daytime crossings.

The result is a looped experience — 
one that begins on one shoreline, cross-
es Lake Michigan and continues on the 
other side without requiring extensive 
travel planning.

BUILT FOR SIMPLICITY
The itineraries emphasize ease of 

movement and accessibility, particular-
ly for passenger-only travel. By concen-
trating lodging, dining and attractions 
within close proximity to each ferry 
dock, both Ludington and Manitowoc 
function as self-contained destinations.

For travelers, the structure is straight-
forward: arrive, explore, cross the lake 
and repeat.

MORE TO EXPLORE
For additional suggested sites and 

places to visit in each port, travelers can 
explore the “Great Lake Getaway” blog 
series on the SS Badger website, which 
includes destination-specific posts for 
Ludington and Manitowoc.

(231) 843 - 2323
Loans & Credit → Find a Car

5511W US-10
Ludington, MI

Safe Harbor Credit Union Celebrates the Badger’s
Return!

Your Success IsOur Success,,
WeBelongToYou.WeBelongToYou.

Looking for your next ride?
Start your Search on our website!

safeharborcu.org

STEVE BEGNOCHE PHOTO
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From lighthouse-lined beaches in Lud-
ington to maritime history along Mani-
towoc’s riverfront, a trip aboard the SS 
Badger connects more than two ports — 
it offers two distinct ways to experience 
the Lake Michigan shoreline.

Whether visitors step off into a beach 
town atmosphere or a harbor steeped in 
maritime history, both ports offer easy, 
walkable access to key attractions. Pair 
that with a calendar full of seasonal fes-
tivals — and a broader lineup of region-
al events within a short drive — and the 
crossing becomes more than transporta-
tion; it becomes part of the destination.

 What to See: Highlights 
Near Each Port

LUDINGTON (MICHIGAN SIDE)
• Stearns Park & North Breakwater 

Light
Expansive beach, pier access and one 

of the most recognizable lighthouses on 
Lake Michigan.

• Ludington Waterfront Park
Marina views, walking paths and fre-

quent community activity just steps from 
the dock.

• Downtown Ludington (James Street 
corridor)

Shops, galleries and dining within easy 
walking distance.

• Sandcastles Children’s Museum
A quick, family-friendly stop a few 

blocks inland.
• Ludington State Park (short drive)
Dunes, trails and the Big Sable Point 

Lighthouse for those extending their 
stay.

MANITOWOC (WISCONSIN SIDE)
• Manitowoc North Pierhead Light-

house
A bright red harbor landmark visible 

upon arrival.
• Wisconsin Maritime Museum
Home to the submarine USS Cobia and 

extensive Great Lakes history exhibits.
• Downtown Riverwalk district
Shops, restaurants and scenic water-

front walking paths.
•  Rahr-West Art Museum
A historic mansion setting with rotat-

ing exhibits.
• Lincoln Park Zoo (short drive)

A free, family-friendly attraction.
 

WHEN TO GO: SEASONAL EVENTS  
& FESTIVALS (PORT-LEVEL)

June | Early Summer Kickoff
• Ludington: Gus Macker Tournament; 

Lakestride races
• Manitowoc: Harbor events and ear-

ly-season waterfront activity
Why go: Smaller crowds, full access to 

attractions.

July | Peak Season
• Ludington: Freedom Festival (July 

3–4); West Shore Art Fair
• Manitowoc: Harbor festivals, live mu-

sic and downtown events
Why go: Peak energy, festivals and 

Fourth of July celebrations.
 
August | Summer in Full Swing
• Ludington: Offshore Classic Fishing 

Tournament; weekly concerts
• Manitowoc: Regional food and music 

events; active harbor scene
Why go: Strong activity with slightly 

lighter crowds than July.
 

September–October | Fall Finish
• Ludington: Lumber Days (early Octo-

ber); fall shoreline views
• Manitowoc: Smaller festivals and re-

laxed harbor atmosphere
Why go: Scenic crossings, fewer crowds 

and seasonal color.
 

WORTH THE DRIVE:  
LARGER REGIONAL EVENTS

(All within a reasonable drive from 
each Badger port — ideal for day trips or 
extended stays.)

NEAR LUDINGTON (WEST MICHIGAN)
• National Cherry Festival (early July, 

~2 hours north)
One of Michigan’s largest festivals, fea-

turing air shows, concerts, parades and 
waterfront events.

• Electric Forest (late June, ~45 minutes 
south)

Nationally known music and arts fes-
tival drawing visitors from across the 
country.

•  Michigan Irish Music Festival (Sep-
tember, ~1.5 hours south)

Major regional event with multiple 

Cross the lake, double the experience: 
A guide to both sides of the Badger
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Ludington’s Diamond Destination

327  S. James St.
 Ludington, MI 49431

231-845-5257
Victoriasjewelry327@gmail.com

www.ludingtonjewelers.com

For over 40 years families have trusted our
team of jewelers. We are proud to

serve our community and look forward
to many more years!

SERVICES OFFERED:
QUALIFIED APPRAISALS  • JEWELRY REPAIR ON PREMISES 

RING SIZING & REPAIR • OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
GEMSTONE & DIAMOND REPLACEMENT • BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM DESIGNS
ENGAGEMENT & WEDDING RINGS • FINISHED JEWELRY FROM QUALITY

USA MANUFACTURERS

Let Your
Style ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle ShineStyle Shine

323 S. James St., Ludington, MI
artrocks323@gmail.com
www.artrocks323.com

• Showcasing over 35
Michigan artists 

• Watercolor, acrylic & oil paintings,
woodwork, glasswork, pottery,
unique jewelry and more

• Purchase beautiful art for
yourself or as a gift!

• Dive into creativity with our
engaging art classes

• Unique, handmade art jewelry pieces
that stand out

• Conveniently located next to
Victoria’s Jewelry

Discover Ludington’s
Newest Art Destination!

JAMES STREET
GALLERY

stages, cultural exhibits and family pro-
gramming.

NEAR MANITOWOC (EAST WISCONSIN)
• Wisconsin State Fair (early August, 

~1.5 hours south)
One of the largest state fairs in the 

Midwest, featuring agriculture, concerts 
and food attractions.

• EAA AirVenture Oshkosh (late July, 
~1 hour southwest)

The world’s largest aviation gathering, 
drawing international visitors.

• Door County Fall Festival (October, 
~1.5 hours north)

A signature fall event with food, crafts 
and peak autumn color.

PLANNING TAKEAWAY
• Best overall timing: Mid-June through 

early July
• For peak festival energy: Fourth of 

July week in Ludington
• For major regional events: Late June 

through early August
• For balance: August sailings
• For a quieter, scenic trip: Early fall
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LUDINGTON — The SS Badger is 
widely known for its nostalgic appeal 
and passenger experience, but its func-
tion within the nation’s transportation 
network runs deeper than a typical fer-
ry crossing.

The vessel operates as part of U.S. 
Route 10, carrying vehicles and passen-
gers between Ludington and Manito-
woc as a designated segment of a fed-
eral highway. For travelers, that means 
the route does not end at the shoreline 
— it continues across Lake Michigan 
aboard the Badger.

That distinction places the Badger in 
a unique category among Great Lakes 
ferries. Rather than serving solely as a 
recreational or seasonal attraction, the 

vessel functions as a transportation 
link that supports both passenger trav-
el and commercial traffic.

By connecting two states directly 
across the lake, the Badger provides an 
alternative to the longer drive around 
Lake Michigan. The ferry’s approx-
imately four-hour crossing can save 
travelers roughly three hours compared 
with the nearly seven-hour drive around 
the southern end of the lake through 
the Chicago corridor, depending on 
traffic conditions. The difference is 
even more pronounced when compared 
with the northern route. Driving around 
the top of Lake Michigan via the Macki-
nac Bridge can take approximately nine 
to 11 hours, making the Badger the 

most direct connection between the two 
states and reducing travel time by sev-
eral hours while eliminating hundreds 
of miles of driving.

Transportation officials formally rec-
ognized the Badger’s role in the high-
way system in 2015, when U.S. Route 
10 was extended across Lake Michigan, 
reinforcing the ferry’s place in a broad-
er network of interstate travel. The 
designation underscores the vessel’s 
importance not only to tourism, but 
also to economic activity in shoreline 
communities.

The Badger is not designated under 
the federal America’s Marine Highway 
Program, which identifies specific mar-
itime freight corridors. Even so, its sta-

tus as part of a U.S. highway highlights 
its significance as infrastructure rather 
than a niche service.

For communities on both sides of the 
lake, that distinction carries weight. 
The Badger supports tourism, connects 
regional economies and provides a re-
liable transportation option that has 
endured for decades.

While passengers may board for the 
experience — from open deck views to 
onboard amenities — the crossing it-
self remains grounded in function.

The Badger, in effect, serves as a 
bridge across Lake Michigan — one 
that continues to carry traffic, com-
merce and tradition between Luding-
ton and Manitowoc.

Two shores, one route: 
Badger carries U.S. 10 across Lake Michigan

Four-hour crossing offers a 
direct link between Michigan 
and Wisconsin, cutting hours 

off travel while serving as 
a floating segment of the 

federal highway system

MANITOWOC
WISCONSIN

LUDINGTON
MICHIGAN
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BY KATE BABEL
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

LUDINGTON — As the SS Badger pre-
pares to open its 2026 sailing season 
May 15, the work behind the scenes is 
already underway — driven by a crew 
whose roles span every corner of the 
historic vessel.

From navigation in the pilothouse to 
maintenance deep within the ship, the 
Badger’s crew is responsible for safely 
guiding the vessel between Ludington 
and Manitowoc across Lake Michigan.

First Mate Chris Roelant described his 
role as both operational and managerial, 

serving directly beneath the captain while 
overseeing the deck department.

“The first mate is right below the cap-
tain, so he’s in overall command of the 
ship, and then I’m in charge of the deck 
department,” Roelant said. “That includes 
making schedules, handling payroll, mak-
ing sure everyone knows their job and 
does it right — and stepping in if anything 
goes wrong.”

That structure allows the captain to 
focus on broader command responsibil-
ities, while the first mate manages the 
day-to-day operations of the deck crew. In 
emergency situations, Roelant said, the 
responsibility would shift quickly.

“If anything were to happen to the 
captain — God forbid — I would take 
over command of the vessel to get it 
safely into port,” he said.

A typical day begins with coordinat-
ing the deck crew and assigning main-
tenance tasks before transitioning to 
navigation duties.

“I’ll grab something to eat, check in 
with the crew, assign jobs — a lot of it 
is preventative maintenance,” Roelant 
said. “There’s a schedule they follow 
during the crossing, and they’re good 
about staying on top of it.”

After departure from Ludington and 
once the vessel clears nearshore traffic, 
Roelant takes over watch in the pilothouse.

“That’s making sure we don’t hit any-
thing — monitoring radar, watching for 
other vessels and lining us up for Mani-

towoc,” he said.
Below deck, the engineering depart-

ment keeps the Badger operating — a sys-
tem built on experience and progression 
through the ranks.

Scott Rogers, a junior engineer, has 
spent two decades aboard the vessel, 
starting in 2006 as a dishwasher before 
transferring to the engine room the fol-
lowing year.

“I started as a coal passer and worked 
my way up,” Rogers said. “I became a 
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment, then a fireman keeping the fires 
going, then a watertender monitoring 
boiler levels, and later an oiler with more 
responsibility over machinery.”

In 2022, Rogers moved into his current 
role as junior engineer, responsible for 
systems beyond the engine room, includ-
ing plumbing, electrical work and passen-
ger areas.

“This position takes care of everything 
outside the engine room — plumbing, 
electrical and the passenger staterooms,” 
he said.

His day begins with a check-in in the en-
gine room before shifting to daily mainte-
nance and inspection rounds throughout 
the ship.

“I check with the engine room to make 
sure I’m not needed for repairs, then 
spend about an hour on maintenance,” 
Rogers said. “After that, I go to the pas-
senger area, check in with the cruise 
director’s office and review any work 

orders. If there aren’t any, I make my 
rounds.”

Rogers said his role also includes as-
sisting passengers during boarding and 
disembarking, including operating acces-
sibility equipment when needed.

Even after his shift ends, the responsi-
bility continues.

“Even when my workday is done at 4 
p.m., I’m still on call 24/7,” he said. “If 
anything happens and they need more 
hands, they can call me at any time.”

He also plays a role in operating the 
vessel during docking and training newer 
engineers — specialized skills developed 
over years aboard the ship.

“I can operate the engines as the boat is 
making the dock, and I help train new en-
gineers,” Rogers said.

For Rogers, the work is personal as well 
as professional.

“The Badger is like my second home,” 
he said. “My coworkers are like brothers, 
and we all have a great time keeping this 
old girl running and getting passengers 
safely across the lake.”

As opening day approaches, that 
combination of experience, routine and 
teamwork ensures the Badger is ready for 
another season on the water.

Each member of the crew — from the 
deck to the engine room — plays a critical 
role in keeping the vessel running, a coor-
dinated effort that allows one of the Great 
Lakes’ most recognizable ships to contin-
ue its daily passage between two shores.

Two Crew Members, One Day at Sea 
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Two shores, one team spirit: 

BY SEAN CHASE
LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS

LUDINGTON — The SS Badger is a 
massive part of the history and econ-
omy of Ludington and Mason County, 
and that role also extends to the local 
prep sports scene.

The impact is felt when a retired 
horn is used to signal touchdowns 
during the Ludington varsity football 
team’s games at Oriole Field, and in 
multiple other sporting events that 
bear the name.

Although the Orioles football team 
doesn’t travel via the SS Bager for com-
petition, the Ludington boys varsity 
soccer team does.

Between Badger Bingo and exploring 
the ship, it’s a great bonding opportu-
nity for the team to bond early in its 
season.

“It’s a cool experience,” Orioles boys 
varsity soccer head coach Kris Ander-

son said. “There are some kids, we live 
in Ludington, but they never go across 
on the boat. For some kids, it’s their 
first experience going across on the 
car ferry. And just seeing the bonding 
of the kids in the things they do on the 
boat and then the time over there, as 
well, it’s a cool trip.”

While it is a cool trip, it is an experi-
ence unique to Ludington sports.

“It’s a neat team-building opportu-
nity that not really any other schools 
have,” coach Anderson said. “Not many 
schools have that opportunity, or live 
in an area where you can do that kind 
of thing. Yeah, maybe some schools in 
the southern part of the state just go 
across the border. But that’s a bus ride. 
That’s nothing different, nothing new. 
This is a unique deal.”

The tradition began in 2021, and 
every other fall, the Orioles board the 
Badger and travel across Lake Michigan 
to Wisconsin for the Car Ferry Cup.

Currently, the Car Ferry Cup resides 
in Ludington. The Orioles have won all 
five titles and have allowed only two 
goals since the cup’s inception.

“We’ve won them all,” coach Ander-
son said.

While it would make sense for the 
Ludington girls varsity team to par-
ticipate in some form of the Car Ferry 
Cup, due to the Badger’s schedule, that 
isn’t possible.

“It’s really tough because that’s right 
about when postseason play is going to 
start,” Orioles girls varsity head coach 
Kris Anderson said. “It’s really tough 
to sneak something in (at that time of 
year).”

This season, the Badger begins its 
full season on May 15.

The boys soccer team will once again 
participate in the Car Ferry Cup in 2026. 
It’s currently slated for late August.

When the idea of traveling across 
Lake Michigan to compete against 

teams in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, the 
Mason County Central varsity cross 
country teams were also involved.

For the Spartans, the trip began with 
a single idea from cross-country head 
coach Ed Sanders.

“About ten years ago, I came up with 
the idea of possibly taking the cross 
country team across via the Badger to a 
meet in Wisconsin,” coach Ed Sanders 
said. “Two Rivers, Wisconsin, host-
ed an annual meet in late August that 
would work perfectly into our season 
schedule. Once I ironed out all the de-
tails with the MHSAA, athletic director 
Tim Genson, and the Mason County 
Central School Board, it became a re-
ality.”

Since its inception, the Spartans’ 
boys’ and girls’ varsity cross country 
teams have made the trip to Two Riv-
ers, Wisconsin, for the meet.

“Two Rivers High School has been an 
amazing host year after year,” coach 

SS Badger fuels local sports traditions
  



MAY 2026    |    SHORELINE MEDIA      | A21

Sanders said. “I am pretty sure that the 
MCC cross country team was the first 
athletic team from the Mason County 
area to travel out of state for an athlet-
ic competition. And, to travel via the 
Badger is even cooler.”

The Spartans’ boys’ and girls’ varsity 
cross country teams still travel to Two 
Rivers, Wisconsin, for a meet.

In 2025, the MCC girls varsity cross 
country team finished seventh out of 
11 teams at the Two Rivers Invite. The 
other 10 of those were representatives 
from Wisconsin High Schools. Junior 
Maylan Sanders was the Spartans’ best 
finisher in eighth place.

Junior Jackson Poll took home 30th 

place for the MCC boys team.
“Our first year going across on the 

Badger was a really cool experience 
for me to see how the kids reacted to 
the trip,” coach Sanders said. “About 
75% of the team had never been on the 
Badger, and about 50% of the team had 
never been out of the State of Michigan. 
After arriving in Wisconsin, two of my 
girls held hands as they stepped onto 
Wisconsin, their first steps into foreign 
soil they said. Every year we still have 
many who are first time Badger travel-
ers. Team bonding is a huge part of the 
trip, as well. Being able to give the kids 
this opportunity and experiences is an-
other reason I love to coach.”

Outside of cross country, the Mason 
County Central track team has an an-
nual Lake Michigan Carferry meet.

On April 24, the Spartans welcomed 
13 varsity track and field teams to 
town for the third annual meet. Luding-
ton and Pentwater also compete in the 
meet.

However, there aren’t any Wisconsin 
teams represented in the meet due to 
the Badger’s schedule.

Last year, Kingsley won both the boys 
and girls competitions, narrowly edg-
ing out Ludington’s boys and girls var-
sity track and field teams.

Manistee won the inaugural boys 
meet in 2024, while Grand Traverse 

Academy won the girls meet.
No matter how the events take shape, 

local schools wouldn’t be able to make 
all these opportunities available to 
their students without the communi-
ty’s help. For MCC, that help comes 
from a famous musician who was also 
a Spartan.

“Maynard Keenan, an MCC alum from 
the Class of 1982, and lead singer of 
Tool, A Perfect Circle, and Puscifer, has 
been very generous in helping make 
this trip possible,” coach Sanders said. 
“Maynard is a great guy who loves to 
give back to MCC. The cross country 
team does a couple of fundraisers to 
offset some of the cost.”

Great Yarn Shop
Rowan Flagship Store

A Destination for
Book Lovers and Delicious  

Grab ‘N Go Eats
COFFEE, FOOD, 
BOOKS, GIFTS

Join us at
Next Chapter Cafe
when we open this summer 

at 205 S. Rath Ave.
We will be serving delicious
breakfasts, brunches, and 

lunches seven days a week 
from 6-2 PM.

You will love our beach decor 
and innovative and healthy 

food choices.

Nautical Yarn
108 S. Rath Ave., Ludington      231-845-9868

    www.nauticalyarn.com

HOURS BEFORE
JUNE 21:

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-3
Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-3
Sun.-Mon. Closed

JUNE 21 THROUGH
LABOR DAY HOURS:

Mon.-Thurs. 11-4
Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-3

Sun. Noon-3

201 S. Rath Ave., Ludington, MI       231-843-2537  

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 7-7; Sun. 7-5
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Where history meets mystery: The legends of Lake Michigan
From the glass-calm surface to the 

surge of choppy waves, a trip on the SS 
Badger is more than a ferry ride; it is an 
immersion into a storied past. As this 
landmark steamship bridges the gap be-
tween Michigan and Wisconsin, it glides 
over submerged secrets and through 
the same waters where legends were 
born and history took its course.

Originally known as “Michigami,” 
meaning “large lake,” Lake Michigan 
formed as glaciers retreated thousands 
of years ago. Indigenous communities 
traversed its waters and shores long be-
fore European explorers arrived.

Some of the earliest inhabitants along 
the lake were the Hopewell cultures, 
which declined by around A.D. 800. 
They were followed by Late Woodland 
and historic tribes, including the Oda-
wa, Potawatomi, Ojibwe, Menominee, 
Sauk, Meskwaki and Miami, among oth-
ers.

French explorer Jean Nicolet is often 
credited as the first European to reach 
the lake, around 1634, while searching 
for a passage to China. Another name 
that resonates locally is Jacques Mar-
quette.

Born June 1, 1637, in Laon, France, the 
Jesuit priest helped establish early mis-
sions at Sault Ste. Marie and St. Ignace. 
Alongside Louis Jolliet, he explored and 
mapped portions of the Mississippi Riv-
er Valley in 1673.

On his return journey in 1675, af-
ter celebrating Mass near present-day 
Starved Rock, Illinois, Marquette fell 

ill with dysentery. 
Traveling north along 
the eastern shoreline 
of Lake Michigan, he 
died near what is now 
Ludington, on the 
Buttersville Peninsula. 
Though his remains 
were later moved to 
St. Ignace, a cross was 
erected to mark the 
original burial site.

Today, the Father 
Marquette Memo-
rial stands on a hill 
overlooking Pere 
Marquette Lake and 
Buttersville Beach, 
maintained by the 
Pere Marquette Memorial Association.

Lake Michigan — the only Great Lake 
located entirely within the United States 
— has long shaped settlement and 
commerce. From fur trading to the lum-
ber boom and beyond, it fostered the 
growth of shoreline communities such 
as Ludington, Pentwater, Manistee, Man-
itowoc, Two Rivers and Cheboygan.

With that maritime history comes 
mystery.

Stories persist about the so-called 
Lake Michigan Triangle, an area often 
described as stretching from Luding-
ton to Manitowoc to Benton Harbor 
and back again. Similar to the Bermuda 
Triangle, the region has been associat-
ed with unexplained disappearances of 
ships and aircraft, along with occasional 

reports of strange lights 
over the water.

Among the most endur-
ing mysteries is the fate 
of Le Griffon, a French 
ship that vanished in the 
late 1600s with its crew 
and cargo. Later tragedies 
are documented, includ-
ing the sinking of the SS 
Pere Marquette No. 18 on 
Sept. 9, 1910, during a 
fierce storm. While some 
wrecks have been dis-
covered, others remain 
lost beneath the lake’s 
surface.

“The Great Lakes have 
more than 6,000 ship-

wrecks, and Lake Michigan alone ac-
counts for a significant portion of those 
losses,” according to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 
“Many remain undiscovered, preserving 
a record of maritime history beneath 
the surface.”

Another oft-told tale is that of “ghost 
ship” sightings — phantom vessels re-
portedly seen in heavy fog, echoing the 
lake’s long maritime past. Though un-
verified, such stories have become part 
of the region’s folklore, passed down 
through generations of sailors and 
shoreline residents.

Lake Michigan’s history is also de-
fined by the Pere Marquette car ferry 
fleet, once the largest of its kind in the 
world. These vessels extended the Flint 

& Pere Marquette Railroad across the 
lake to Wisconsin ports including Mil-
waukee and Manitowoc. Today, the Bad-
ger continues that legacy as a floating 
segment of U.S. 10, carrying passengers 
and vehicles between Ludington and 
Manitowoc.

While the SS Badger follows a historic 
cross-lake route long used by commer-
cial vessels, maritime records indicate 
the corridor passes through waters 
where shipwrecks have occurred — 
meaning passengers may travel near, 
though not directly over, some of Lake 
Michigan’s submerged history. How-
ever, the Badger does not advertise or 
chart its route as passing directly over 
specific wreck sites. Many wreck loca-
tions are either not precisely mapped or 
are intentionally protected, and modern 
navigation avoids hazards, meaning 
known obstructions are typically chart-
ed and avoided.

Beyond the history and lore, the lake 
is known for its striking natural beauty 
— vibrant sunsets, expansive beach-
es and fog-laden mornings. The steady 
rhythm of waves and the hum of pass-
ing ships remain a constant backdrop 
for residents and visitors alike.

From Ludington State Park and Stea-
rns Park Beach to Mears State Park in 
Pentwater, and across the lake to Red 
Arrow Park in Manitowoc and Neshotah 
Park in Two Rivers, those drawn to Lake 
Michigan can walk familiar shores while 
reflecting on the deep history — and en-
during mystery — of its waters.
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450
Approximate number of 
crossings the SS Badger 
makes each sailing season.

50
Approximate number of crew 
members needed to operate 
the Badger.

745
Number of crew mealtimes 
prepared by the galley during 
the sailing season. The galley 
serves five meals each day 
to keep crew members fed 
through the season.

378
Number of Lake Michigan 
crossings during the sailing 
season in which Badger 
Bingo is played.

6,800
Approximate number of 
Badger Bingo games played 
during a sailing season.

7,000-plus
Approximate number of 
prizes awarded during 
Badger Bingo each season.

713 miles
Length of U.S. Highway 10, 
which officially includes 
the Badger’s ferry route, 
stretching from Bay City, 
Michigan, to Fargo, North 
Dakota.

6 laps
Walking around the upper 
deck six times equals about 
1 mile.

2002
Year the Steamship 
Historical Society of America 
named the Badger Ship of 
the Year.

2016
Year the U.S. Department of 
the Interior designated the 
Badger a National Historic 
Landmark.

410 ft, 6 inches
Overall length of the Badger.

106 fT, 9 inches
Height of the ship, about the 
equivalent of a seven-story 
building.

6,650 tons

By the Numbers:

SS Badger
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Beyond the Crossing:
New Ways to Experience the S.S. Badger
While the traditional four-hour jour-

ney between Ludington and Manitowoc 
remains the hallmark of the S.S. Badger, 
it’s far from the only way to experience 
this historic vessel. From overnight 
sailings to shoreline cruises on both 
sides of Lake Michigan, passengers 
have multiple options to tailor the trip 
to their schedule — and their sense of 
adventure.

One of the most distinctive options is 
the overnight crossing, offered during 
the height of the summer travel season. 
Running June 19 through Sept. 7, these 
sailings give passengers the chance 
to experience the Badger in a quieter, 

At a Glance:
 Shoreline

Cruises
Two ports. Two perspectives. 

One Badger experience.

LUDINGTON  
   (Evening Cruises)

  9–11 p.m. | Board at 8:30 p.m.

 June 6
 July 4
 July 25
 Aug. 22

 MANITOWOC  
     (Afternoon Cruises)

 2–4 p.m. CT | Board at 1:30 p.m.
 June 13
 July 18
 Aug. 1
 Aug. 15

more relaxed setting.
From Ludington, overnight sailings 

operate seven nights a week, departing 
at 8:45 p.m. Eastern Time and arriv-
ing in Manitowoc at 11:45 p.m. Central 
Time.

The experience continues in reverse 
from the Wisconsin shoreline. From 
Manitowoc, overnight crossings run 
seven nights a week, departing at 1:30 
a.m. Central Time and arriving in Lud-
ington at 6:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

Whether boarding in Michigan or 
Wisconsin, the overnight sailing offers 
a different rhythm than the daytime 
crossing. Passengers can settle in as the 
shoreline fades, enjoy the ship’s ame-
nities in a more laid-back atmosphere, 
and either wind down for the night or 
start the day with a sunrise arrival on 
the opposite shore.

For those looking to stay closer to 
land, shoreline cruises offer a flexible 
alternative — and two distinctly differ-
ent experiences depending on which 
port you choose.

From Ludington, evening shoreline 
cruises run 9–11 p.m., with boarding at 
8:30 p.m., and are scheduled for June 6, 
July 4, July 25 and Aug. 22.

 These sailings follow the shoreline as 
daylight fades, offering views of Stea-
rns Park, the North Breakwater Light and 
the waterfront from the lake. The July 4 
cruise provides a unique vantage point 
for Independence Day festivities, with 
passengers on the water during peak fire-
works viewing.

From Manitowoc, shoreline cruises take 
on a different tone. Afternoon sailings 
run 2–4 p.m. Central Time, with boarding 
at 1:30 p.m., on June 13, July 18, Aug. 1 
and Aug. 15.

 These cruises highlight the Manitowoc 
harbor and lakeshore in full daylight, 
offering a relaxed, scenic outing that con-
trasts with the evening ambiance on the 
Michigan side.

Together, the two ports create a com-
plementary experience — sunset cruising 
from Ludington and daytime sailing from 
Manitowoc — each offering a different 
way to enjoy the Badger without making 
the full cross-lake trip.

Whether choosing an overnight cross-
ing or a shorter shoreline excursion, 
passengers still experience the defining 
elements of the Badger — from onboard 
dining and entertainment to the unmis-
takable feel of traveling aboard a Nation-
al Historic Landmark.

For repeat riders, these options pro-
vide a fresh way to experience a familiar 
ship. For first-time passengers, they offer 
flexible entry points into a Lake Michigan 
tradition that continues to evolve while 

staying rooted in its history.
Other events include:
• Murder Mystery Theater Nights
Evenings during our Spring/Fall sea-

son; boarding  will be at 8 pm. Event 
starts at 8:30 pm. Advance tickets re-
quired; limited capacity.

• Pilot House and Engine Room 
Tours

 Offered on select evenings during the 
Spring/Fall season. Approximately two-
hour guided experiences. Small group 
sizes; advance booking recommended.

• Open Boat Nights
 Multiple evenings offered in the Spring/

Fall season. Flexible entry window after 
the ship docks. Live entertainment, con-
cessions and bar service available.

Sunset sailings along the 

Ludington shoreline, including 

a prime Fourth of July fire-

works view.

 Daytime cruises showcasing 

Manitowoc’s harbor and 

lakeshore.
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 LUDINGTON — On a ship known for 
its coal-fired engines and National Histor-
ic Landmark designation, one of the most 
active operations aboard the SS Badger 
unfolds far from the boiler room.

It happens in the galley — where meals 
are prepared and served to passengers 
and crew during each Lake Michigan 
crossing.

“Much of the Badger experience in-
cludes good food,” crew member Sue 
McDonald said in a post on the ferry’s 
official blog. “The galley makes sure ev-
eryone is happy.”

McDonald joined the Badger as a gal-
ley prep cook, assisting lead cooks with 
preparing meals for both passengers and 
crew — a role that reflects the behind-
the-scenes coordination required to keep 
service running smoothly throughout a 
sailing.

A KITCHEN DESIGNED FOR THE CROSSING
Food service aboard the Badger is cen-

tered in the Badger Galley and Upper 

Deck Café, where passengers can choose 
from a range of meal and snack options 
during the trip.

According to the Badger’s blog, recent 
seasons have expanded offerings to in-
clude rice bowls, and mac and cheese 
bowls, along with traditional items like 
burgers, sandwiches and breakfast se-
lections. Beverage options, including 
fresh-brewed coffee, are also part of the 
onboard experience.

The setup allows passengers flexibility 
— whether they want a full meal or some-
thing quick to take back to their seat — 
while crew members work to keep lines 
moving during busy periods.

THEN AND NOW: A SHIFT IN SERVICE STYLE
While today’s food service is designed 

for convenience, earlier eras aboard the 
Badger reflected a more formal dining 
tradition.

In the 1950s, meals were served in a 
style similar to railroad dining cars.

“This was in the era of fine railroad car 

dining … silver, pewter, china and cloth 
napkins,” recalled former waiter Bill Bus-
sell in a Badger blog feature about his re-
turn visit to the ship decades later.

Bussell, who worked as a college stu-
dent during summer sailings, described 
a fast-paced environment even then, 
making repeated trips through the dining 
room to serve passengers during struc-
tured meal periods.

The contrast highlights how service 
aboard the Badger has evolved — from 
plated, sit-down meals to a more flexible 
café-style format — while continuing to 
accommodate large numbers of travelers 
during each crossing.

A CREW EFFORT BEHIND THE SCENES
Galley work aboard the Badger is part 

of a broader, team-driven operation.
In addition to preparing food, crew 

members coordinate to keep service ar-
eas stocked and ready throughout the 
trip. The work requires organization and 
adaptability, particularly during peak 

travel periods.
“It gives me the opportunity to try dif-

ferent recipes … get creative,” one crew 
member said in a Badger social media 
post.

PART OF THE EXPERIENCE
For passengers, the galley is more than 

a place to eat — it is part of the rhythm of 
the crossing.

A morning coffee, a hot meal midway 
across the lake or a quick snack before 
arrival all become part of the onboard 
routine.

Decades ago, servers carried trays 
through dining rooms set with linen and 
silver. Today, meals are served in a more 
casual setting, but the goal remains the 
same: making sure passengers are taken 
care of from departure to arrival.

On a vessel that has connected Luding-
ton and Manitowoc for generations, the 
galley continues to play a quiet but essen-
tial role — helping shape the experience 
of traveling across Lake Michigan.

The best restaurants have wheels

5750 US-10, Ludington, MI              mi10spot.com

Lakeside Wiener Wagon    •    Roast’d    •    Brunch Babes
Cluck Bucket    •    Wooden Paddle Pizza and Wings

 Chavelas    •   Burger Bliss    •    Smokin Smitty’s

“Ludington’s Favorite Food Trucks”

Feeding th e Crossing: Galley operations aboard th e SS Badger 
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202 Clark St. - Algoma

1824 Parkfield Ct. - Green Bay

Award winning brews, outdoor patios,
& Open 7 days a week.

ahnapeebrewery.Com

AlgomaAlgomaAlgoma

ManitowocManitowocManitowoc

Green BayGreen BayGreen Bay

Visit us 
in Algoma
OR 
Green Bay

1687 S. Lakeshore Dr.
Ludington
Michigan

Take a trip to the past!
Behind-the-Scene Tours Available

Come learn how Mason County
history is saved

Summer Hours (May-Oct)
Tues-Thurs 10am-5pm; Fri & Sat 10am-6pm

Visit our website for events at MasonCountyMiHistory.org
231-843-4808

130 E. Ludington Ave. 
Downtown Ludington

231-843-4808

Come
and

meet
the

pioneers!

Pilot a
carferry
across

Lake
Michigan!

217 S. Lakeshore Dr.
Ludington
Michigan

COMBO
TICKETS

AVAILABLE!Use promocode:

at Papajohns.com
to get 30% off

LUDINGTON
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Open Year ‘Round • Reservations Recommended • www.ChannelLaneInn.com
231-869-5766

SUITES and
MOTEL

KITCHENETTES

Just a short stroll to the village shops and beach! Lakewinds Center West
409 W. Ludington Ave., Suite 205, Ludington

(231) 845-9500     Fax: (231) 845-9505
www.rphcpa.com

Yay! Badger season is here!

We Are Committed To Your Success
 Local Professionals Serving Local People

Full-Service  - Business Accounting

HEYSE &HEYSE &
ASSOCIATES, INC.ASSOCIATES, INC.

A trip aboard the SS Badger is more 
than a way to get from one shoreline to 
the other — it’s an experience shaped by 
how each passenger chooses to spend 
their time.

During the four-hour crossing, trav-
elers will find a variety of ways to stay 
entertained, relax or simply take in the 
journey across Lake Michigan.

One of the most popular traditions 
onboard is Badger Bingo, where a mix of 
games, trivia and humor creates a lively, 
interactive atmosphere. Families can also 
take part in scavenger hunts or pick up 
activity books to keep younger passen-
gers engaged throughout the trip.

From there, the experience opens up, 
with multiple spaces and activities to 
match the mood of the moment.

TAKE IT ALL IN
 Passengers can move freely about the 

decks, enjoying fresh air and ever-chang-
ing views. From watching the Badger cut 
through the water to spotting passing 
freighters or shoreline landmarks, the 
scenery becomes part of the entertain-
ment. Cameras and phones come out 
frequently, as passengers capture ev-
erything from open water to lighthouse 
views. As the ship nears port, the ap-
proach offers a memorable perspective 

of the coastline.

SLOW DOWN AND SETTLE IN
 For those looking to unwind, the 

Badger offers plenty of places to relax. 
Whether it’s stretching out on deck, set-
tling into a lounge or catching a movie 
in the onboard theater, the steady hum 
of the engines and gentle motion of the 
ship become part of the experience. 
Small maritime displays and historical 
elements throughout the vessel also of-
fer a chance to connect with the Badger’s 
long-standing role on the Great Lakes.

STAY CONNECTED — IF YOU WANT
 While many passengers embrace the 

opportunity to unplug, others can stay 
connected. Wi-Fi is available for purchase 
onboard, allowing travelers to browse, 
check messages or enjoy simple games 
on personal devices during the crossing.

FOOD, DRINKS AND TREATS
 Dining options range from quick 

snacks to full meals, along with coffee, 
soft drinks and adult beverages. From 
classic concessions to lighter fare and ice 
cream treats, there’s something to satisfy 
a wide range of tastes while enjoying the 
lake views.

Make the Most of the Crossing: Fun Finds You on the Badger
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
231-887-4012 • 358 River St • Manistee

Books

Puzzles

Gifts &

SouvenirsSouvenirs

133 Cypress St.
(231) 723-7010

Serving Manistee
Sinced 1958!

Serving Manistee

TUESDAY IS
CONEY 
DAY!

ALL DAY
$1.25

132 Monroe St, Manistee • (231) 299-3022132 Monroe St, Manistee • (231) 299-3022

LATELATE
NIGHTNIGHT
EATSEATS

WE WILL
COOK 
YOUR

CATCH OF 
THE DAY

• Live Music Inside
Fridays, June thru
August from 7-10

• Great Food
• Burgers Made

Fresh Daily
• Friday Fish Fry
• Fun, Friendly Service
• 7 TVs

Call Ahead 
for Takeout

2707 Nelson St., Manistee, MI  231-723-4868

MON. Sloppy Joe w/Chips
TUES. Hot Dog w/Chips 1/4 Lb. Burger w/Chips
WED. Beef or Chicken Tacos

THURS.Crispy Chicken Salad (summer) Goulash (winter)
FRI. Fried Cod, Shrimp, Smelt, Chicken Strips

  Fireball Friday!!!!

Bar, Grill 
& Good
Times

OPEN DAILY      Indoor and Outdoor Seating

Est. 2014                               231-299-1401

Fresh Baked Bread & Goodies

$5 OFF
$25 OR MORE

Expires: 12/30/26

GAMES AND FAMILY FUN
 Passengers can gather around board games, deal a 

hand of cards or visit the ship’s game room for a bit of 
friendly competition. Classic travel games — from “I 
Spy” to spotting freighters or shoreline features — often 
become part of the experience, especially for families.

Younger travelers have their own space in the Kid’s 
Port Play Area, where hands-on activities such as color-
ing, scavenger hunts and activity books help keep them 
engaged. Nearby options, including games and mov-
ies, add even more ways for kids to stay entertained 
throughout the trip.

A stop in the onboard gift shop offers another way to 
pass the time, with souvenirs and Badger-themed items 
available to mark the journey.

Many passengers also gather on deck for departure 
and arrival, taking in the sounds and sights as the Bad-
ger pulls away from — or returns to — port.

In the end, no two crossings are exactly alike. Some 
passengers fill their time with activities, while others 
prefer to sit back and take it all in. Either way, the Bad-
ger offers the flexibility to make the journey as lively or 
as laid-back as desired — a big part of what keeps trav-
elers coming back.
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LUDINGTON — For many passengers, 
the journey aboard the SS Badger does 
not end at the dock. It continues in the 
small reminders they carry home — to-
kens that capture the spirit, sound and 
nostalgia of a Lake Michigan crossing.

The Badger’s onboard gift shop — 
known as the “Boatique” — offers a 
range of keepsakes that go beyond 
standard souvenirs. Each item, whether 
playful or practical, ties back to the ex-
perience of traveling aboard the historic 
steamship.

Among the most distinctive is the 
Badger horn, a novelty that echoes 
the vessel’s unmistakable presence. 
It is less about utility and more about 
memory — a lighthearted way to recall 

the deep, resonant sound that signals 
arrivals and departures in Ludington 
and Manitowoc. More than that, the 
horn taps into one of the most defin-
ing sensory moments of the voyage. 
The Badger’s powerful blast is rooted in 
maritime tradition, once used to signal 
position and movement on open water, 
and today it remains a signature part of 
the crossing. For passengers, that sound 
marks the beginning and end of the 
journey — a cue that lingers long after 
the ship is out of sight.

While a physical horn-style souvenir 
is not widely featured in official mate-
rials, the Badger leans into that identity 
in another way: offering its iconic horn 
as a downloadable ringtone through 

its website. The approach underscores 
how central the sound is to the experi-
ence — something passengers can carry 
with them not just as an object, but as a 
living reminder that can be heard again 
and again.

Other items reflect the ship’s maritime 
heritage and family-friendly atmosphere. 
A captain’s hat lets younger passengers 
— and the young at heart — step into 
the role of commanding the vessel. Jig-
saw puzzles and blueprint-style prints 
appeal to those drawn to the Badger’s 
engineering and history, while branded 
apparel offers a wearable connection to 
the crossing.

Together, the selection mirrors the 
Badger itself: equal parts transporta-

tion, tradition and experience. The ship’s 
appeal lies not only in getting from one 
shore to the other, but in the time spent 
onboard — watching the shoreline fade, 
feeling the lake breeze on deck and set-
tling into the rhythm of the voyage.

Souvenirs extend that experience. 
Long after the trip ends, a sweatshirt, 
puzzle or novelty item can bring passen-
gers back to those moments — the hum 
of the engines, the open water and the 
sense of crossing something larger than 
the lake itself.

For repeat travelers, those items often 
become part of a larger tradition. Each 
trip adds another piece — another re-
minder of a vessel that has carried gener-
ations across Lake Michigan.

www.ludingtonmarinas.com    231-843-9611

400 W. Filer St.  •  Mailing:  400 S. Harrison
Ludington, MI 49431

LUDINGTON MUNICIPAL MARINA
Seasonal Dates: April 15 - October 15

Summer Hours: 6 am to 10 pm;; Spring & Fall Hours: 8 am to 5 pm

HARBOR VIEW MARINA
Daily, Monthly and Seasonal rates are available.

Call (231)843-6032

www.ludingtonmarinas.com    231-843-6032

400 S. Rath Ave., Ludington, MI 49431

Welcome Back Badger! Here’s to a great 2026 season!

Specialty Item:
Noodles

231.425.6791  |  231.233.6292
4815 W. US 10, LUDINGTON  (Same parking lot as Aldi’s)

CountryviewCountryview
BAKERY

PIES • HOMEMADE BREADS
SPECIAL RECIPE GRANOLA
COOKIES • CAKES & MORE

OPEN
MON.-SAT. 9-6 PM

A Delicious
Destination

RIBS ON FRIDAY
FROM 3:00 TO 8:00

More than a souvenir: Badger novelties
let passengers take the trip home
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2601 W. US-10, Ludington
www.padnos.com

PADNOS
PERE MARQUETTE

843-4455

Turn your Trash Into

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-4
Call for Saturday days and times

Badger Bound!
Here’s to a great 2026 Sailing Season!
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Clothing • Shoes
Sizes Boys & Girls
Newborn to 14/16

Boutique Clothing & Toys

Largest Selection
on the Lakeshore!

CONSIGNMENT

123 EAST LUDINGTON AVENUE  •  LUDINGTON  •  843-3734

• Lazy One PJ’s • Mudd Pie
• Angel Dear • Magnetic Me
• Little Me • Quincy Mae
• Sweet Bamboo • Copper Pearl
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WE’VE GOT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

TAPPED ON THE LAKESHORE

BEER • WINE • SNACKS • GAMES

Axe Throwing, 
Golf Simulators, Soccerpool, 

Shuffleboard,Cornhole, 
Washer Toss, Darts, 

Hammerschlagen, Tabletop 
Games

24 Tap Selection, Domestic Beer, 
Wine, Hard Seltzer, 

Non-Alcoholic Beverages

Business Hours:
Monday: CLOSED

Tuesday - Thursday: 
4pm - 8pm

Friday: 2pm - 10pm
Saturday: Noon - 10pm

Sunday: Noon - 6pm

Looking for an AXE-ellent time with a great view of Lake Michigan?

Come check out the only Tap Room in town!
Give Axe Throwing a try! Call to guarantee reservations.

3114 Memorial Dr, Two Rivers, WI 54241
Email: tappedonthelakeshore@gmail.com

Phone: (920) 657-1770

MEATS
Proudly Providing You The Very Best

101 GREAT YEARS

LOCATED IN CUSTER, MI
231-757-4768       

www.sandersmeats.com

FAMOUS FAMILY RECIPES
HAMS  •  BACON  • BRATS  •  HOT DOGS   •  CHEESE

BURGER  •  SAUSAGE  •  JERKY  •   SUMMER SAUSAGE
SMOKED MEATS  •  SNACK STICKS  •  RIBS
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Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-6 PM; Sat. 9 AM-5 PM
850 W. US 10, SCOTTVILLE MI  •  757-9130

Deli Specials • Bulk • Freezer • Bakery • Cooler
Grocery and much more

TO STRETCH YOUR BUDGETSail Away with Our
Hearts, Badger.

Ludington and Manitowoc 
await with open arms

for another
spectacular season.

DISCOUNT FOODS

WEST SHORE
MARKET

Craft Cocktails &
Beer, Wine, Spirits

Flatbreads &
Charcuterie Boards

Sandwiches
& Flat Bread

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM - 7 PM   |    231-425-3713

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
11 AM TO CLOSE   |   231-425-3113

Ludington’s Newest Hot Spot

Beer & Wine
To Go

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK222 W. LUDINGTON AVE.
LUDINGTON

A crossing aboard the SS Badger isn’t 
just a way to get from shore to shore — 
it’s a four-hour moving vantage point 
across Lake Michigan. From wide-open 
water to golden-hour skies, the ship of-
fers a range of photo opportunities for 
casual snapshots and serious shooters 
alike.

With open-air decks, indoor vantage 
points and plenty of room to roam, pas-
sengers can capture everything from 
sweeping landscapes to candid travel 
moments. The key is knowing where — 
and when — to look.

THE BOW: INTO THE OPEN LAKE
At the front of the ship, the bow deliv-

ers one of the most dramatic perspec-
tives on the Badger. Facing forward as 
the ferry cuts through the water, this 
is where you’ll capture that “journey 
ahead” shot — endless blue stretching 
to the horizon.

Early in the trip, especially depart-
ing Ludington or Manitowoc, the bow 
frames shoreline fade-outs and that un-
mistakable sense of leaving land behind 
— a strong composition point for story-

telling images.

THE STERN: WAKE AND MOTION
Head to the back of the ship for a com-

pletely different visual. The churn of the 
Badger’s wake creates texture and mo-
tion — a natural leading line that draws 
the eye across the water.

This is also one of the best places for 
timing shots as the shoreline reappears 
near the end of the voyage. The contrast 
between open water and approaching 
land makes for compelling frames.

UPPER DECK RAILINGS: 
CLASSIC LAKE MICHIGAN VIEWS

The Badger’s expansive outdoor decks 
offer unobstructed views in nearly every 
direction.

From here, photographers can capture:
• Wide-angle lake panoramas
• Passing freighters or recreational 

boats
• Changing water color and wave pat-

terns
Midday light creates crisp, high-con-

trast images, while late afternoon softens 
everything into warmer tones.

Picture-Perfect Passage:     Best Photo Opportunities Aboard the SS Badger
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FREE ESTIMATES  •  NEW CONSTRUCTION  •  REMODELS  •  LICENSED & INSURED

Hankwitz Heating & Cooling 843-2809
609 S. Washington Ave., Ludington, MI

Furnaces, Boilers,
Central Air Conditioning, Gas Logs,
Water Heaters, Mini Splits
Energy Efficient   •   Limited Warranty  •  No Hassle Replacement

W
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est of W
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SUNSET AND NIGHT CROSSINGS: 
THE SHOWSTOPPER

If your sailing lines up with evening 
light, this is where the Badger truly deliv-
ers.

Sunsets over Lake Michigan often 
stretch across the entire horizon, with 
reflections shimmering across the water. 
On night crossings, the experience shifts 
— deep blues, silhouettes and, eventually, 
a sky full of stars.

The ship’s open decks make it easy to 
move and adjust angles as the light chang-
es.

Inside Looking Out: Framed Perspec-

tives
Not every great shot happens outside. 

The Badger’s indoor lounge spaces and 
seating areas provide natural framing 
through large windows.

These shots work especially well when:
• Weather pushes passengers indoors
• You want contrast between people 

and landscape
• Reflections add depth to the image
The mix of interior activity and exterior 

scenery helps tell a fuller story of the trip.

CANDID MOMENTS: LIFE ON BOARD
Beyond the scenery, some of the best 

Picture-Perfect Passage:     Best Photo Opportunities Aboard the SS Badger

photos come from the experience itself.
The Badger offers a range of onboard 

activities, including family-friendly spac-
es like the Kid’s Port play area.

Look for:
• Families gathered on deck
• Travelers watching the horizon
• Kids engaged in activities or games

These moments add warmth and au-
thenticity to any photo collection.

BONUS: SHARE AS YOU SAIL
For those who like to post in real time, 

onboard Wi-Fi is available for purchase, 
allowing passengers to share images 
during the crossing.
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Dusty’s
Auto Body & Detail, Inc.
“Where The Detail Makes The Difference”

135 S. Jebavy Drive, Ludington
Jeff Dust, Owner (231) 845-1367

INSURANCE 
WORK

WELCOME
Making A Difference

Since 1988

FREE ESTIMATES

FLOORING STYLES FROM THE BEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS.
Proudly providing quality flooring to your family for 46 years

Hardwood • Vinyl Planking • Laminate • Ceramic Tile
Quartz Counter Tops • Carpet • Grabel Window Treatments

All Aboard
the Badger!

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-5 PM; Sat. By Appointment
3473 W. US 10  (Formerly Marek Auto Parts)  Ludington       231.845.7149

Here’s to sailing smoothly into a new season of 
adventures between Ludington and Manitowoc

LUDINGTON — When the SS Badger 
ties up for the evening in Ludington, the 
experience does not end with the last 
vehicle rolling off the car deck. In 2026, 
it is just beginning.

A new slate of dockside programming 
is transforming the historic ferry into 
an evening destination — one where 
visitors can step aboard without ever 
leaving port. From immersive theater 
to behind-the-scenes tours, the Badger 
is extending its role beyond transporta-
tion and into entertainment, education 
and waterfront nightlife.

The shift is intentional. With the 
vessel docked overnight in Ludington, 
operators have created opportunities to 
activate the ship during its down time, 
offering experiences that appeal to both 
visitors and locals looking for something 
different along the lakeshore.

Among the most distinctive offerings 
are the murder mystery theater nights, 
where the Badger becomes a stage. 
Guests are drawn into a themed storyline 
— this season featuring a 1950s-style 
whodunit — interacting with actors, 
following clues and working to solve 

the mystery as the evening unfolds. The 
event blends performance with atmo-
sphere, using the ship’s historic setting 
to heighten the experience.

For those more interested in how the 
vessel operates, pilot house and engine 
room tours provide rare access to spaces 
typically off-limits to passengers. These 
guided experiences take visitors into the 
heart of the ship, from the bridge where 
navigation decisions are made to the en-
gine room where the Badger’s coal-fired 
steam system continues a maritime tra-
dition that has largely disappeared from 

modern fleets.
Rounding out the lineup are open boat 

nights, a more casual option that invites 
guests to wander the decks, enjoy live 
entertainment and take in the harbor 
from a different vantage point. With 
food, drinks and music available, the 
ship takes on the feel of a floating water-
front venue.

Together, the events represent a broad-
er evolution. The Badger is no longer just 
a way to cross Lake Michigan — it is be-
coming a place to spend the evening, even 
for those who never leave the dock.

Dockside Aft er Dark: Badger Becomes the Destination



MAY 2026    |    SHORELINE MEDIA      | A37

The Ludington
Senior Center
Vitality at its best!
“Keeping Seniors Active 
and Independent”
Providing Activities for
Healthier Living

• Matter of Balance Classes
• Painting and Craft Classes
• Tax Credits
• Medicare/Medicaid Assistance
• Exercise Classes - Enhance

Fitness, Zumba, Yoga,
Stretch/Fit, Line Dancing,
Cardio Drumming, Feldenkrais

• Clubs - Coin, Walking,
Garden, Men’s Breakfast,
Book Club

• Fun in-door activities
• Ping Pong
• Billiards
• Trips
• Cards/Games

308 S. Rowe, Ludington
231-845-6841

http://ludingtonseniorcenter.org

Stop in and see what’s new, or read a
copy of our monthly newsletter!

A digital copy can be accessed on our Facebook page.
Come join in on the fun, ages 50 and up!

The Ludington
Celebrating  Over 50 Years of Serving our CommunityCelebrating  Over 50 Years of Serving our Community

LUDINGTON
5485 US-10 Next to Walgreens

(231) 843-6363
We Deliver • Open Late

Open for Lunch

Hungry Howies
Ludington

 HOWIE HOWIE HOWIE
 DEALS
 HOWIE HOWIE HOWIE
 DEALS DEALS DEALS

Small
2-topping pizza Large 2-topping round

or thin crust or Large
1-topping deep dish pizza

Prices and participation may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. Additional toppings, delivery and tax extra. All stores are independently owned and 
operated. Hungry Howie’s and its related marks are trademarks of Hungry Howie’s Pizza & Subs, Inc. Pepsi, the Pepsi logo and related marks are trademarks of PepsiCo.

PROUDLY
SERVING

 LUDINGTON
FOR

 20 YEARS!

 DEALS DEALS
FLAVOR THAT FITS

ANY BUDGET

$2299
$3399

2-Medium 1-topping pizzas
& Howie Bread® with

dipping sauce
2-Large 2-topping pizzas

3 Cheeser Howie Bread® with 
dipping sauce & 2 Liter of Pepsi

22

2-Medium 1-topping pizzas 5485 US-10 Next to Walgreens

 DEALS $333399

$799

All events take place in the spring and fall aboard the Bad-
ger while docked in Ludington, typically following the ves-
sel’s evening return.

MURDER MYSTERY THEATER NIGHTS
Evenings during our Spring/Fall season; boarding  will be at 

8 pm. Event starts at 8:30 pm. Advance tickets required; lim-
ited capacity.

PILOT HOUSE AND ENGINE ROOM TOURS
 Offered on select evenings during the Spring/Fall season. 

Approximately two-hour guided experiences. Small group 
sizes; advance booking recommended.

OPEN BOAT NIGHTS
 Multiple evenings offered in the Spring/Fall season. Flex-

ible entry window after the ship docks. Live entertainment, 
concessions and bar service available.

Because the Badger overnights in Ludington, these events 
are unique to the Michigan port. In Manitowoc, the vessel’s 
shorter turnaround time limits similar programming, making 
Ludington the hub for dockside experiences.

Badger Dockside Events 
Schedule — Ludington 2026
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BY STEVE BEGNOCHE
Crossing water is as integrated in 

American history as red, white and blue 
is on the flag of this nation celebrating 
its 250th anniversary this year.

From the European’s “discovery” of 
the new world and the arrival of settlers 
to transport of goods, freight and pas-
sengers through the ensuing centuries, 
this nation has always relied on ships 
and boats, from schooners and barges to 
massive 1,000-foot freighters and ferries 
to help conduct business and connect a 

widely dispersed people.
The Port of Ludington Maritime Muse-

um and the Wisconsin Maritime Muse-
um in the Michigan and Wisconsin ports 
the SS Badger sails between, tell of the 
rich Great Lakes maritime history – from 
shipbuilding to shipwrecks, from the 
merchant marine to a submarine and 
much more.

Remember, too, when riding the 
steam-powered, coal-fired SS Badger, 
you experience part of that history on a 
working vessel that is a National Histor-

ic Landmark and highway on the water 
linking the Michigan side of U.S. 10 with 
the Wisconsin and Minnesota side of 
U.S. 10 transporting passengers, cars, 
RVs, motorcycles, trucks and more on its 
410-foot-long moveable strip of mari-
time highway.

And both have gift shops!

PORT OF LUDINGTON  
MARITIME MUSEUM

On three floors of a former Coast 
Guard station now listed on the Nation-

al Register of Historic Places, the Port of 
Ludington Maritime Museum packs in 
exhibits exploring Ludington’s continu-
ing maritime tradition with stories told 
in exhibits both local and beyond.

Opened in 2017, the museum features 
a challenging and enjoyable interactive 
display putting you, the visitor, in the 
pilot house of the P.M. 22, to simulate 
bringing the carferry into or out of port 
under different scenarios. Make a mis-
take that goes uncorrected quickly and 
you crash, abruptly ending the simula-

Maritime Heritage Lives Here
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tion as pilot house glass shatters on the 
screen.

While that exhibit is a favorite of many 
visiting Port of Ludington Maritime Mu-
seum, one of three Ludington facilities 
owned and operated by the Mason Coun-
ty Historical Society, other interactive 
displays and experiences await you. The 
first occurs as you enter the museum 
and are greeted by Coast Guard Captain 
Nels Palmer brought back to life in a ho-
lograph. He was in charge of the station 
when it opened initially and tells of res-
cues and life there.

Elsewhere, you can meet the ghost of 
Capt. Van Dyke peering into his quarters 
as the Captain talks about his experience.

One exhibit takes you through the Ar-
mistice Day Storm of 194- as it strikes the 
Midwest and the Great Lakes catching peo-
ple unaware in the days before round-the-
clock weather forecasting and alerts. You 
move with the storm through the exhib-
it that climaxes as it pummels the Great 
Lakes, sinking three ships near Pentwater 
and wreaking havoc throughout Lake Mich-
igan and beyond. You can take a simulat-
ed dive on those wrecks, hear the stories 
of some survivors in their own words, and 
pause to read the names of those lost. One 
other result of the storm? The beginnings 
of the modern weather service as we know 
it so the nation wouldn’t be caught by sur-
prise again.

The fascinating Jacob Lunde scroll 
spread across the walls of the third-floor 
lumbering era gallery depicts the Luding-
ton harbor in great detail. A must-see.

Ludington, being the Michigan home 

port of the operating carferry system for 
more than a century, takes pride in that 
connection as noted in other displays and 
exhibits.

A few miles away, on the Buttersville 
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Classy, Sassy & kinda Trashy.

Find us in Downtown Ludington
Shop online: bestiebagz.com

Custom Trucker Hat Bar
Build a Bestie Bag

STEP INTO SUNSHINE:
Perfect
Pedicures
Await!

3843 W. Hwy. 10, Ludington  
845-6597   www.safarisunbeauty.com

Discover your feet’s
happy place at Safari Sun!

Our expert pedicures
transport you to a world 
of relaxation and beauty, 

ensuring your toes
are sandal ready and
shining with health.

Come in and feel the warmth!

SALON, TANNING, MASSAGE,
MANICURES, PEDICURES, NAILS

Peninsula, the Mason County Historic 
Society also operates Historic White Pine 
Village, in 2026 marking its 60th year of 
operation, housing many historic struc-
tures from around the county moved on 
site and arranged in a village-like array 
detailing other aspects of the county’s 
history.

For more information on hours, admis-
sion, events and exhibits, visit https://
masoncountymihistory.org/

WISCONSIN MARITIME MUSEUM
Likewise, the Wisconsin Maritime Mu-

seum takes pride in sharing that region’s 
shipbuilding history. In fact, the SS Badger 
was built in 1953 at Christy Corp. in near-
by Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.

It has an amazing collection of carfer-
ry artifacts on display including a Model 
Ship Gallery with models of many Great 
Lake ferries – including a diorama of how 
the iron ore carrier the Edmund Fitzger-

ald lost in a November gale lies on the bot-
tom of Lake Superior -- and many other 
vessels.

Stroll through the exhibits in its modern 
facility and be immersed in the maritime 
world of the Great Lakes.  

Check out, also, the Wisconsin-built 
boat gallery, and the Waterways Room 
where you can launch boats and control 
gates and locks as the vessels navigate the 
waterway. You might get wet – but you’ll 
have fun and learn while doing. (Aprons 
are available to keep you dry.).

New this year is “Surfin’ Wisconsin, 
USA” that runs through October. “Ex-
perience the incredible thrill of surfing, 
Midwest style! Surfin’ Wisconsin, USA, 
dives into the culture of Lake Michigan 
surfing, where wind, water, and grit come 
together to create a uniquely Great Lakes 
adventure,” the museum proclaims on its 
website announcement. Those who live 
along the shores of Lake Michigan have 
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We’re Green About Trash!

WASTE REDUCTIONWASTE REDUCTION
SYSTEMS, LLCSYSTEMS, LLC

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

RECYCLING SERVICE

Family-Owned and operated for 35+ Years
Mason County’s Only Local Waste Hauler

MASON COUNTY’S ONLY LOCAL WASTE HAULER

Welcome
Back Badger!!

Call 231-843-9129 today or stop by our Transfer Station:
5848 N. Stiles Rd., Ludington   •   Office: 119 S. Main St., Scottville

wastereductionsystemsllc@gmail.com

DINE IN
OR
CARRY OUT

BAKERY
BREAKFAST
LUNCH

110 W FILER ST.
LUDINGTON

231-843-3327
TUES-SAT 8-3

• Pies
• Artisan Bread
• Cheesecakes
•	 Cruffins
• Quiche
• Croissants

seen these winter surfers braving cold, 
snowy conditions to ride waves. “This ex-
hibit celebrates the surfers who brave icy 
waters and unpredictable conditions to 
chase freshwater waves. Through striking 
photography and vintage boards, visitors 
will explore the history and spirit of Great 
Lakes surfing,” the exhibit description 
notes.

Three other recent exhibits explore 
different aspects of the area’s maritime 
history.

Wisconsin’s Shipwreck Coasts “features 
artifacts, stories, and interactives from 
several shipwrecks that were lost beneath 
the vast natural highways along Wiscon-
sin’s coastlines.”

The “Adriatic and the Birth of Self-Un-
loaders” exhibit is a permanent installa-
tion of self-unloading bucket technology 
salvaged from the shipwreck Adriatic in 
Sturgeon Bay. It also features an interac-
tive element demonstrating how the tech-

nology worked using gears and a bucket 
conveyor system.

Are you aware of Manitowoc’s role in 
World War II?

“Turning the Tide – The Role of Manito-
woc’s LCTs in WWII” details how The Man-
itowoc Shipbuilding was the lead ship-
yard 1,465 building Landing Craft Tanks 
(LCT)-5s and designed the first LCT-6 
while exploring the role the LCTs played 
on D-Day and other amphibious assaults 
during WWII.

To further explore the WWII connec-
tion tour USS Cobia WWII submarine USS 
Cobia that rests in the Manitowoc River 
dockside at the museum visible from the 
SS Badger. Several options are available 
for a submarine visit including guided 
and self-guided tours.

For hours, admission prices, events and 
more details, visit https://www.wiscon-
sinmaritime.org
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LUDINGTON — Long before passengers 
line the railings for a Lake Michigan sun-
set, the day aboard the SS Badger begins 
somewhere hotter, louder and far less 
visible.

Down in the engine spaces, crews move 
through a routine that has changed little 
in decades — checking gauges, tending 
boilers and preparing a coal-fired system 
that still powers the ship much as it did 
in 1953.

For those who work aboard it, the Bad-
ger is not just historic. It is hands-on.

“It’s not something you can automate,” 
one longtime crew member has said in de-
scribing the daily work of maintaining the 
vessel’s steam systems — a process that 
relies on constant human attention, judg-
ment and experience.

That reality sits at the heart of what 
makes the Badger unique.

A SHIP WHERE THE PAST  
IS STILL PRACTICED

The SS Badger, a National Historic 
Landmark, remains the last coal-fired 
passenger steamship operating in the 
United States. Its massive Skinner Una-
flow engines and coal-fired boilers are not 
preserved as artifacts — they are still in 

daily use.
That distinction is exactly why the ship 

matters.
Historic designation materials empha-

size that the Badger is significant not 
simply because it exists, but because it 
continues to operate as a largely intact 
example of Great Lakes rail ferry technol-
ogy — a system that once carried entire 
railcars across Lake Michigan.

In practical terms, that means the work 
is different here.

Crew members are not overseeing 
computerized systems. They are manag-
ing fire, water and pressure — a balance 
that must be maintained continuously 
throughout each crossing.

It is a skill set that is increasingly rare.

“WE’RE CARRYING HISTORY EVERY TRIP”
For ownership, that responsibility is 

not lost.
Leaders with Interlake Maritime Ser-

vices, which operates the Badger, have 
consistently framed the vessel as more 
than a business asset. It is, as they often 
describe it, a “floating piece of history.”

In public remarks and company mate-
rials, President Mark Barker has empha-
sized that keeping the Badger running is 

about stewardship as much as service — 
maintaining a vessel that represents an 
entire era of Great Lakes shipping.

That mindset shapes decision-making.
“We’re not just operating a ferry,” Bark-

er has said in discussing the ship’s role. 
“We’re preserving a piece of maritime his-
tory that people can actually experience.”

WHERE MODERNIZATION 
MEETS PRESERVATION

Still, history alone does not keep a ship 
sailing.

Since its return to service in 1992 as a 
passenger and vehicle ferry, the Badger 
has undergone a series of updates — 
some visible, others not.

Passengers see the changes in the form 
of lounges, staterooms, food service and 
family-friendly amenities. Behind the 
scenes, navigation systems, safety equip-
ment and communications have all been 
modernized to meet current standards.

Some of the most critical changes have 
been environmental.

Facing federal pressure over coal ash 
discharge, the company installed a new 
ash-retention system that captures mate-
rial onboard rather than releasing it into 
the lake. The upgrade allowed the ship 

to continue operating while aligning with 
modern environmental expectations — 
without abandoning its historic propul-
sion system.

It is a compromise that reflects the 
broader challenge.

THE LINE THEY CAN’T CROSS
There are limits to what can change.
Switching away from coal, for exam-

ple, would fundamentally alter the ship’s 
defining feature — the very system that 
earned it National Historic Landmark 
status.

That creates a narrow operating lane: 
modernize enough to survive, but not so 
much that the ship loses its identity.

“You have to respect what the vessel 
is,” is how one maritime historian familiar 
with the Badger’s designation has sum-
marized that tension. “If you take away 
the steam plant, you take away its signif-
icance.”

SKILLS THAT CAN’T BE REPLACED
That balance extends to the people on-

board.
Operating a coal-fired steamship re-

quires knowledge that is no longer widely 
taught — skills passed down through 

Coal, 
steam and 

stewardship: 
SS Badger 
balances 

history with 
survival



MAY 2026    |    SHORELINE MEDIA      | A43

experience rather than formal training 
programs.

Crew members learn by doing: how to 
read the behavior of the boilers, how to 
respond to subtle changes in pressure, 
how to keep systems running smoothly 
across a four-hour crossing.

It is work that connects generations.
In that sense, the Badger preserves not 

only machinery, but also a way of working 
— one that would otherwise disappear.

MORE THAN A CROSSING
For passengers, the Badger offers a 

blend of nostalgia and novelty — the 
chance to step into a different era while 
still enjoying modern comforts.

For those who operate it, the experience 
is more exacting.

Each trip between Ludington and Man-
itowoc is a negotiation between past and 

present — between maintaining authen-
ticity and meeting the demands of a mod-
ern vessel.

Too much change risks erasing what 
makes the Badger special.

 Too little risks making it unsustainable.

KEEPING HISTORY IN MOTION
The Badger endures because it contin-

ues to do both.
It burns coal and runs on steam.
 It passes inspections and meets regu-

lations.
 It carries passengers — and a legacy — 

across Lake Michigan.
And each time it leaves the dock, it 

proves something increasingly rare:
History, in this case, is not just re-

membered.
 It is still working.
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203 S. James St.  |  Downtown Ludington  |  Follow us @ The Sand Bar

Live Music
Karaoke

DJ Trivia / Open Mic 
Taco Tuesday
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Premiere 
screenings 
and events

LUDINGTON SCREENINGS
• Saturday, May 16
• 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
• Ludington Area Center for the Arts

PANEL DISCUSSION
• Saturday, May 16
• Doors open: 1 p.m.
• Program begins: 1:30 p.m.
• Port of Ludington Maritime Museum

Panelists scheduled to include Drayton 
Blackgrove, Jonathon Leese, Shelby Soberal-
ski and Thom Hawley.

AT THE MUSEUM
 The Port of Ludinton Maritime muse-

um features a third-floor exhibit dedicat-
ed to the SS Badger, tracing its role in the 
region’s railroad carferry industry and 
broader maritime history.

OPEN BOAT NIGHT
• Saturday, May 16
• 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
• Ludington dock, 701 Maritime Drive
• Live music by Joe Stickney; admis-

sion $10; free for children ages 4 and 
younger

MANITOWOC SCREENING
• Sunday, May 17
• 3 p.m.
• University of Wisconsin–Green Bay Man-

itowoc Campus Theater
• Scheduled two days after the SS Bad-

ger’s season begins May 15

TICKETS
 Advance tickets available online.
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LUDINGTON — A new feature-length 
documentary examining the history and 
legacy of the SS Badger will premiere 
this spring, tracing the rise and decline 
of railroad carferry service on the Great 
Lakes and the vessel’s continued opera-
tion today.

Railroad on Water: The Legend of the 
SS Badger, produced by Delay In Block 
Productions, explores the evolution of 
cross-lake rail service from its emer-
gence in the late 19th century through 
its peak in the early 20th century and 
eventual decline, including the end of 
cross-lake rail service in 1990.

The film highlights the SS Badger’s 
unique place in that history as the last 
coal-fired steamship operating in the 
United States. Launched in 1952 and 
entering service in 1953, the vessel was 
the largest railroad carferry ever built, 
capable of carrying up to 34 railcars. 
Today, it continues to operate between 

Ludington and 
Manitowoc, 
transporting 
passengers and 
vehicles across 
Lake Michigan.

The documen-
tary features 
archival footage 
and interviews 
with historians, 
sailors and oth-
ers connected 
to the vessel, of-
fering both his-
torical context 
and personal 
perspectives on 
its legacy.

“This film has been a labor of love 
over the past three years,” said direc-
tor and producer Drayton Blackgrove. 
“From uncovering rare archival footage 

to connecting 
with the sail-
ors who lived 
and worked 
aboard the 
Badger, it’s 
been an in-
credible jour-
ney.”

Blackgrove, a 
Michigan-born 
filmmaker and 
founder of 
Delay In Block 
Productions, 
has focused 
much of his 
work on doc-

umenting railroad history and opera-
tions across the United States. He began 
producing rail-related video content as 
a teenager and has since developed doc-
umentary projects highlighting historic 

rail lines and equipment.
Thom Hawley, marketing director for 

Lake Michigan Carferry, said the film 
reflects both the vessel’s historical sig-
nificance and its continued role in the 
region.

“The SS Badger is more than just a 
big ship — it’s a symbol of Ludington’s 
maritime heritage,” Hawley said. “This 
documentary captures not only the 
ship’s legacy, but the people and com-
munities that have sustained it.”

In a separate statement, Hawley said 
the production also looks ahead.

“The documentary captures the heart 
of this historic vessel while presenting a 
forward-looking narrative about the SS 
Badger and the company that continues 
its legacy,” he said.

A second premiere screening is 
scheduled for 3 p.m. Sunday, May 17, in 
Manitowoc, two days after the Badger 
begins its 2026 sailing season.

The SS Badger Story: New Film Examines Rise, 
Decline and Survival of Carferries

Proudly Serving Our Community For 84 Years

COME OR CALL IN ANYTIME
FOR A FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATE1742 W. US 10 • Scottville 231.613.4111

The Badger Sets Sail, and So Do Our Hearts.
Here’s to another season of bridging connections and

creating memories between Ludington and Manitowoc

• Expert Collision Repair
• Lifetime Warranty
• Undetectable Color Matching

• Rental Cars Available On Site
• Insurance Claims Welcome

Cheers to a Fantastic
Sailing Season SS Badger!

Todd Reed

ToddandBradReed.com
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For use by individuals 21 years of age or older only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

130 S. Main St.  Scottville, MI

Discover why we’re West Michigan’s favorite spot for quality cannabis

Elevate 
Your

Experience!
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Explore the
Silver Lake Sand 

Dunes with
us and enjoy the 

views of
Lake Michigan!

JOIN US FOR  OUR GUIDED JOIN US FOR  OUR GUIDED 
SUNSET TOURSSUNSET TOURS

Register by 6 pm Register by 6 pm the day of your tourthe day of your tour
231-923-2455231-923-2455

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears, MI 49436 | silverbackoffroad.com
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OFF-ROADOFF-ROAD
VEHICLE RENTALS!VEHICLE RENTALS!
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If your idea of the perfect vacation is sugar-sandIIIIffff yyyyoooouuuurrrr iiiiddddeeeeaaaa ooooffff tttthhhheeee ppppeeeerrrrfrfrfffefefeeecccctctcttt vvvvaaaaccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn iiiissss ssssuuuuggggaaaarrrr----ssssaaaannnndddd
beaches, clear blue waters along 28 miles of Lakebbbbeeeeaaaacccchhhheeeessss,,,, cccclllleeeeaaaarrrr bbbblllluuuueeee wwwwaaaatttteeeerrrrssss aaaalllloooonnnngggg 22228888 mmmmiiiilllleeeessss ooooffff LLLLaaaakkkkeeee
Michigan shoreline, outdoorMMMMiiiicccchhhhiiiiggggaaaannnn sssshhhhoooorrrreeeelllliiiinnnneeee,,,, oooouuuuttttddddoooooooorrrr
adventures, climbing to the top ofaaaaddddvvvveeeennnnttttuuuurrrreeeessss,,,, cccclllliiiimmmmbbbbiiiinnnngggg ttttoooo tttthhhheeee ttttoooopppp ooooffff historic lighthouses,hhhhiiiissssttttoooorrrriiiicccc lllliiiigggghhhhtttthhhhoooouuuusssseeeessss,,,,
or exploring a charming downtown, Ludington is youroooorrrr eeeexxxxpppplllloooorrrriiiinnnngggg aaaa cccchhhhaaaarrrrmmmmiiiinnnngggg ddddoooowwwwnnnnttttoooowwwwnnnn,,,, LLLLuuuuddddiiiinnnnggggttttoooonnnn iiiissss yyyyoooouuuurrrr
destination for Pure Michigan fun. Ludington'sddddeeeessssttttiiiinnnnaaaattttiiiioooonnnn ffffofofooorrrr PPPPuuuurrrreeee MMMMiiiicccchhhhiiiiggggaaaannnn ffffufufuuunnnn.... LLLLuuuuddddiiiinnnnggggttttoooonnnn''''ssss
unspoiled natural resources offfff ers a quintessential “Upuuuunnnnssssppppooooiiiilllleeeedddd nnnnaaaattttuuuurrrraaaallll rrrreeeessssoooouuuurrrrcccceeeessss ooooffffffffffffffffffffffffffff efefeeerrrrssss aaaa qqqquuuuiiiinnnntttteeeesssssssseeeennnnttttiiiiaaaallll ““““UUUUpppp
North” experience all within easy reach.NNNNoooorrrrtrtrttthhhh”””” eeeexxxxppppeeeerrrriiiieeeennnncccceeee aaaallllllll wwwwiiiitttthhhhiiiinnnn eeeeaaaassssyyyy rrrreeeeaaaacccchhhh....

No matter what you're seeking - a beach or outdoorNNNNoooo mmmmaaaattttttttttteeeerrrr wwwwhhhhaaaatttt yyyyoooouuuu''''rrrreeee sssseeeeeeeekkkkiiiinnnngggg ---- aaaa bbbbeeeeaaaacccchhhh oooorrrr oooouuuuttttddddoooooooorrrr
adventure, a peaceful get-away, or just a community ofaaaaddddvvvveeeennnnttttuuuurrrreeee,,,, aaaa ppppeeeeaaaacccceeeeffffufufuuullll ggggeeeetttt----aaaawwwwaaaayyyy,,,, oooorrrr jjjjuuuusssstttt aaaa ccccoooommmmmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttytytyyy ooooffff
friendly faces - you can find it in Pure Ludington.ffffrrrriiiieeeennnnddddllllylylyyy ffffafafaaacccceeeessss ---- yyyyoooouuuu ccccaaaannnn ffffiiiinnnndddd iiiitttt iiiinnnn PPPPuuuurrrreeee LLLLuuuuddddiiiinnnnggggttttoooonnnn....

If your idea of the perfect vacation is sugar-sand
beaches, clear blue waters along 28 miles of Lake
Michigan shoreline, outdoor
adventures, climbing to the top of historic lighthouses,
or exploring a charming downtown, Ludington is your
destination for Pure Michigan fun. Ludington's
unspoiled natural resources offers a quintessential “Up
North” experience all within easy reach.

No matter what you're seeking - a beach or outdoor
adventure, a peaceful get-away, or just a community of
friendly faces - you can find it in Pure Ludington.

PURELUDINGTON.COM

YOUR SUMMER
STARTS HERE.


