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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SALES:
TOYS-N-MORE STORAGE 231-742-8676

TOY BOX STORAGE SUITES 231-742-8447
OR TEXT DENNIS AT 616-498-9768

www.parknstorellc.com

Toy Box
Storage Suites

2440 N. 64th Ave., Hart, MI
25’x50’

Boats, Buggies, Cars, RVs, and More!
Condominium Storage Unit for Sale

Toys-N-More Storage
3455 W. Monroe,  Hart, MI

30’x50’    •  25’x50’   •   50’x50’

Under Construction -Under Construction -
More Units ComingMore Units Coming

GET IN BEFORE
THEY ARE GONE!

• Large Door Opening
• Tall Ceiling
• Electricity and Fully Lined

• Customizable for Climate
Control and Epoxy Floors

• Mini Split with
A/C & Heat

• Make your ultimate
Mancave or Workshop

• Upgrade
• Epoxy Floors
• Car Lifts
• Lofts
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911 S. State St., Hart, MI    |    231-873-5440    |    www.wmcarpet.com

BUY NOW, PAY LATER WITH 12 MONTH FINANCING
*With Approved Credit

Hunter Douglas Window TreatmentsHunter Douglas Window Treatments
Quartz Countertops  •  HardwoodQuartz Countertops  •  Hardwood

Luxury Vinyl Plank  •  Carpet  •  Custom Tile ShowersLuxury Vinyl Plank  •  Carpet  •  Custom Tile Showers
Commercial FlooringCommercial Flooring

The Founders’ Resolve

Pentwater Historical SocietyPentwater Historical Society
Museum Presents Our Newest Exibit...Museum Presents Our Newest Exibit...

It is the story of our nation’s origin:  Of famous men who signed the Declaration
of Independence and were memorialized through various landmarks found

in Oceana County and throughout our nation.
Come visit our Museum…. Learn the entire story of the Declaration, its authors, its 
signatories, and how this document was the first formal step in forming our nation.

Your family and your friends will not want to miss it!
Activities for children are available at the museum so kids can learn about the

Declaration too!  All activities and prizes are available at all three locations: 
Pentwater Museum, Pentwater District Library, and Hart Library. Complete a page 

from our scavenger hunt or passbook and choose a Declaration-theme prize.
Have your youngsters ready to wear the Tricorne Hat, or sign their name with a feather pen!

In celebration of America’s 250th Birthday!
Voted “Best thing to do on a rainy day!”  Come and visit any day!

Learn more at https://pentwaterhistory.org
Email: info@pentwaterhistoricalsociety.or

85 S. Rutledge Street 

During the months of September and October:
Open 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Thursday - Saturday
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Mears Service Center 

specializes in full-service 

auto repair. Since 1988, 

Mears Service Center has 

provided the residents of  

Mears, and the surrounding 

area with extraordinary 

auto repair services. Give 

us a call, or schedule an 

appointment online today!

SUPERIOR AUTO SERVICES
Mears Service Center provides exceptional auto repair services like 
Auto Repair, Tire and Alignment Service, and more. We take great 
pride in doing quality work and standing behind the work we do.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
Our auto repair shop in Mears is capable of  servicing all makes and 
models. We only do the work that is needed to fix your problem. Oil 
changes to Overhauls! We do it all including dealer level diagnostics.

EVERY JOB IS PERSONAL
For reliable, quality, expert automotive repair and personal, friendly 
customer service, look no further than Mears Service Center.

DIGITAL WORKFLOW
We have invested in the latest auto repair tools and diagnostic 
software that is specially tailored for the software in your vehicle.

FLEET SERVICES AT MEARS SERVICE CENTER
Complete Diesel Repair

7282 W Fox Rd, Mears, MI 49436 | (231) 873-4638 | www.mearsservicecenter.com

They TrusT
us, you

should Too!
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BY SHANNA AVERY
SHORELINE MEDIA STAFF WRITER

Founded in 1882, First Baptist Church has 
been a cornerstone of faith for generations 
of Pentwater families. Marking his first anni-
versary this month, Pastor Matt Seaver said 
he is grateful for the opportunity to support 
the spiritual growth of both the congrega-
tion and the wider community.

“It has been an incredible blessing to get 
to know the people of this church and be-
come part of such a welcoming communi-
ty,” Seaver said, reflecting on the year since 

he and his family moved to Pentwater.
Seaver graduated from Moody Bible In-

stitute in Chicago with a bachelor’s degree 
before earning a master’s degree in local 
church ministries from Grace Theological 
Seminary.

“I sensed God’s call into ministry at a 
young age. Throughout the years, He has 
continually confirmed that calling through 
opportunities to serve, faithful mentors 
and a growing desire to see people come 
to know Jesus and mature in their faith,” 
Seaver said.

During the past 19 years, he has served 

in a variety of ministry roles, including 
worship ministry, youth ministry and pas-
toral leadership.

“Serving as lead pastor at First Baptist 
Church has been a wonderful opportunity 
to bring together my passion for biblical 
preaching, shepherding people and lead-
ing Christ-centered worship,” he said.

His years leading music continue to in-
fluence how he leads services today.

“Before becoming a lead pastor, I had the 
opportunity to serve in worship ministry 
and enjoy a season of traveling and play-
ing music alongside artists such as Lincoln 

Growing the faith 

at Pentwater’s First Baptist Church
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Brewster, Chris August, We Are Messen-
gers, Matt Maher and others,” Seaver said. 
“Those experiences allowed me to see how 
powerfully God uses music to encourage 
believers and point people to Christ.”

Today, he said, he enjoys combining 
those two passions.

“I love helping people engage with Scrip-
ture in practical ways while also drawing 
hearts to Christ through music,” Seaver 
said. “One of the things that made coming 
to First Baptist Church especially meaning-
ful is that the church has long been known 
in the community as ‘the singing church.’ 
With my background in worship ministry, 
I couldn’t help but smile when I learned 
that. It felt like the Lord had been prepar-
ing both the church and me for this season 
of ministry together.”

After a year in Pentwater, Seaver said get-
ting to know the congregation and commu-
nity has been one of the greatest blessings.

“It has truly been a joy,” he said. “Pent-
water is an incredibly friendly and welcom-
ing community. From the day we arrived, 
people embraced our family with open 

arms. We’ve loved getting involved in com-
munity events, meeting local families and 
serving alongside people who genuinely 
love both the Lord and this town.”

Visitors on Sunday, he said, will find a 
welcoming atmosphere.

“Our worship services include meaning-
ful congregational singing, prayer, Scrip-
ture reading and practical, Bible-centered 
preaching that connects God’s Word to ev-
eryday life,” Seaver said. “We also provide 
nursery and children’s ministries during 
the service so families can worship with 
confidence, knowing their children are be-
ing cared for and taught God’s Word.”

The church primarily preaches through 
books of the Bible.

“Our messages address topics such as 
hope, joy, marriage and family, overcom-
ing fear and anxiety, prayer, discipleship, 
forgiveness and living faithfully in today’s 
world,” Seaver said. “Above all, we strive 
to keep Jesus Christ at the center of every 
message because we believe He is the an-
swer to life’s greatest needs.”

The church’s music ministry blends tradi-

tional hymns with modern worship songs.
“We are blessed with talented musicians 

and vocalists who faithfully lead our con-
gregation in worship each week,” Seaver 
said. “Our desire isn’t to put on a perfor-
mance but to help people worship the Lord 
together as one church family. One of my 
favorite moments each Sunday is simply 
hearing the congregation sing. It’s easy 
to understand why First Baptist has long 
been known as ‘the singing church.’”

Beyond Sunday services, the church par-
ticipates in a variety of outreach efforts.

“Our heart is to reach people both locally 
and around the world,” Seaver said. “We 
support missionaries serving in many dif-
ferent countries and partner with minis-
tries sharing the Gospel in places where it 
has never been heard.”

Locally, the church offers children’s and 
youth ministries, men’s and women’s Bible 
studies, community service projects and 
seasonal events designed to connect fami-
lies with the church.

“We desire to be a church that not only 
gathers on Sundays but also serves our 
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community throughout the week,” he said.
Summer worship services are held at 9 

and 10:30 a.m. Sundays. From September 
through May, Sunday school begins at 9:30 
a.m., followed by worship at 10:30 a.m.

The church also offers a men’s sum-
mer Bible study at 8:30 a.m. Thursdays, 
a women’s summer Bible study at 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays, along with children’s, youth and 
seasonal ministry opportunities through-
out the year.

“Whether you’ve attended church your 
whole life or have never stepped inside one 
before, you’re always welcome,” Seaver 
said. “We know visiting a new church can 
feel intimidating, but we want people to 
know they’ll be welcomed just as they are. 
Our desire is to be a place where people 
can encounter God’s truth, build meaning-
ful relationships and grow in their faith.”

Looking ahead, Seaver hopes First Bap-
tist continues serving the Pentwater com-
munity while expanding opportunities for 
outreach.

“Our prayer is that First Baptist Church 
continues to be a light in the Pentwater 
community,” he said. “We want to see 
lives transformed through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, families strengthened, young 
people discipled and our church actively 
serving our neighbors.”

One of the things that has impressed 
him most, he said, is Pentwater’s strong 
sense of community.

“People genuinely care for one another, 
and we are grateful to be a small part of 
that,” Seaver said. “At First Baptist Church, 
our mission is simple: to love God, love 
people, faithfully teach the Bible and share 
the hope found in Jesus Christ. Whether 

you’re searching for a church home, new 
to the area or simply visiting Pentwater, 
we’d be honored to welcome you. We be-
lieve church is more than a place to attend 
— it’s a family to belong to.”

Outside the church, Seaver said his fam-
ily has embraced the area’s outdoor recre-
ation.

“We’ve enjoyed taking our Polaris 
through the Silver Lake Sand Dunes, 
spending time at Pentwater Beach, sail-
ing with the Pentwater Yacht Club and the 
Pentwater Junior Sailing Program, moun-
tain biking, fishing and hunting,” he said. 
“Most of all, it has been a wonderful place 
to raise our five children. The people are 
what have made this place so special. It’s 
easy to see why so many families choose to 
make Pentwater home, and we feel incred-
ibly blessed that God has led us here.”
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Brad Clark   |   Mindie VanBoxel   |   Sue Payne  |  Brie Klotz   |   Michelle Hanks

5628 W LONGBRIDGE ROAD, PENTWATER, MI 49449
6 BED  |  4.5 BATH  |  4,000 SQ FT  |  LISTED AT $1,350,000

120’ OF PENTWATER LAKE WATERFRONT, CUSTOM KITCHEN, DOUBLE SIDED FIREPLACE

20 KENNETH STREET, PENTWATER, MI 49449
5 BED  |  3.5 BATH  |  3,300 SQ FT  |  LISTED AT $849,000

 HIGH CEILINGS, CAREFULLY CRAFTED BUILT-INS, PREP KITCHEN, SOARING STONE GAS FIREPLACE, 

3 SEASON PORCH, AND SO MUCH MORE

WWW.CBGREATLAKES.COM
231.873.5600

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY  OWNED AND OPERATED.

2332 N COMFORT DRIVE
HART, MI 49420
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Arts Scene
Beyond the Beach: Pentwater’s Hands-On

BY SOPHIA MARVIN
SHORELINE MEDIA 
CORRESPONDENT

Visitors may come to Pentwater for its 
beaches, harbor and boutiques, but many 
leave having painted pottery, sewn a quilt 
block, fused glass, decorated cookies or 
discovered an artistic hobby they never ex-
pected to try.

One business is the Painted Frog, a 
charming, blue building with a large frog 
sign out front, marking its presence in the 
town. The Painted Frog, owned by Michelle 
Manscombe, has been a part of the Pent-
water art scene for the last seven years, as 
an art gift shop and offering art classes for 
people of all ages. 

Manscombe is no stranger to the world 
of art. 

“This place is kind of an accumulation 
of everything I’ve done through the years. 
Be it an exhibition, a gallery experience, a 
retail experience, teaching, or a lot of art 
stuff. I’ve taught probably every level, from 
crafts at senior centers to college level. 

Originally from Dearborn, Michigan, 

Manscombe has been in the area for al-
most 20 years, taught in the area, and did 
some art-type programs before opening 
her business. 

She loves teaching her art classes and 
being able to work as an artist, and said, 
“finding that happy medium between mak-
ing money with what you love and keeping 
your own passion and art alive” is incred-
ibly important in her job. 

Manscombe loves being able to give 
people who weren’t artists before the con-
fidence to pursue art. 

“The classes have been great because I 
love getting someone who hasn’t done a 
whole lot of art in their past and getting 
them to find that passion, then moving 
forward with it.” The Painted Frog opens 
opportunities for collaboration with other 
artists, too, Manscombe said. “I have some 
local artists who have helped me tremen-
dously. Ron Harris is up in Manistee; he 
does all the metal work for me. Bill Cox is 
a local artist; he does a lot of nature scenes 
and landscapes. Yumi, my friend, does all 
the origami.” 

Another business is Amy Shotwell’s Sew 

Let’s Be Quilty. The business offers sewing 
and quilting classes, along with a wide array 
of fabrics, and any sewing/quilting prod-
ucts anyone would need. The shop celebrat-
ed its seventh anniversary recently. 

Shotwell said about the beginning of the 
business, “We had 500 bolts of fabric, and 
now we have like 3,500 bolts.” 

She explained that younger generations 
are beginning to have an interest in handi-
work activities, “hot girls have grandma 
hobbies,” she said, pointing out a sign in her 
store, “younger people are getting back into 
doing sewing, needlework and hand work.” 

Taught to sew by her mother, she 
learned how to quilt through a quilting 
class, and eventually she was able to teach 
her mother how to quilt. 

Her shop provides sewing and quilting 
classes for people interested in picking 
up the hobby. Pentwater has businesses 
involved in a Michigan shop hop; one of 
these businesses is Sew Let’s Be Quilty, 
which has been a part of the shop hop for 
three years. 

“The first year, we had a little over 3,000 
people come into the shop in June and 
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July; that’s more exposure for Pentwater,” 
she explained. “This year, more people are 
coming back because they came the first 
two years. Now they’re spending more 
time (in Pentwater).” 

Jilly’s Gallery, run by Jill Barnes, has been 
part of the community for more than 15 
years. Before Pentwater, the gallery was in 
Muskegon for a decade.

A full-time artist of about 41 years, Barnes 
doesn’t have a specific medium, she said. 
“The joy of the gallery is that I don’t have a 
main one (medium). I have worked with clay, 
I still paint and draw, I work with glass.” 

Yet another Pentwater business offer-
ing art classes, Jilly’s primarily offers glass 
classes. Barnes has lived on West Michigan 
beaches for almost her entire life, origi-
nally being born and raised in Muskegon, 
along the lakeshore. 

“Moving up to Pentwater was easy,” she 
described, “I live in the woods up here, and 
I love it. It’s peaceful. Pentwater’s great be-
cause you get a little bit of a break during 
the wintertime, so it’s like a built-in sab-
batical, which allows me to be an artist.” 

Barnes is also involved in life in Pentwater, 
too, as a member of the DDA (Downtown 
Development Authority) and working as a 
chairperson for Christmas in the village. 

She likes being able to be one of the 
many businesses in town offering different 
needs for different people. 

“I think it’s kind of fun to give people the 
opportunity to come in and see what I do. 
I think with all the variety of businesses in 
Pentwater, it’s amazing how many different 

ones we have.” “Not everyone just wants to 
hang out on their own and vacation at the 
beach,” she said, “so by being somewhere 
you can come in and take a class, Pentwater 
offers something different.”

 Homebaked by Roxanne is a small, cozy 
bakery across the street from the Pentwa-
ter Municipal Marina. Owned by Roxanne 
Frame, the establishment has been open 
for four years. Frame began her profes-
sional baking journey through her interest 
in interior design: “I decided to take inte-
rior design into decorating cakes.” After 
attending a couple of classes, she learned 
and triumphed at cake decorating. 

Her own bakery once offered baking 
classes, something that she said she would 
be interested in bringing back. 

Many of the goods in store are family 
and old recipes, such as the passies, which 
are made with homemade dough. 

“My husband’s grandmother was from 
Cornwall,” she said, “she made the passies 
for the family all the time, so Bill (husband) 
kept that tradition going, and we decided 
to make passies.” “We try to put each fruit 
out every day. Strawberry, blueberry, rasp-
berry, cherry. We try to, you know, have 
something with each fruit in it.” 

Homebaked by Roxanne gives back to 
the community through donating goods to 
different charities. 

“We take them to church all the time,” she 
added, “we also try to provide a nice, positive 
atmosphere within the bakery for people to 
come and sit and work on their computers 
or, you know, talk with one another.” 

Pentwater doesn’t just have small busi-
nesses based in the arts, but the Pentwater 
Arts Council, a nonprofit based in show-
casing and bringing art to Pentwater and 
Oceana County. The Council promotes art 
education through teacher grants and a 
student art show in the spring. The Council 
also has different activities surrounding 
art, such as wine tasting and a fundraiser, 
and a featured artist program currently 
running that highlights local artists. 

Judy Pazol, co-president of the council, 
said, “This year for the first time, we have 
had some of the students, our show win-
ners, along with other community artists, 
featured in various locations.” 

Such locations include “Pentwater Li-
brary, Shelby Library and Hart Library,” Ja-
net Nelson, co-president,t said, along with 
“art on the town, a gallery in Pentwater,” 
and many other scattered locations. 

A part of Pentwater since 2011, the 
organization became an official non-
profit in 2012. Since its beginning, it has 
helped promote the art scene in Pentwater 
through its work. A town that always drew 
in a lot of art-interested people.” Janet said, 
creating an organization that would help 
artists in Pentwater seemed obvious.

This summer, the council plans to spon-
sor a field trip to the Chihuli exhibit at 
Frederick Meijer Gardens. 

Judy added, “We have a new website, and 
we’re trying to focus on West Michigan.” 
“We just hope that people will look at West 
Michigan as being a magnet for people in-
terested in the arts.”

Arts Scene



A town wrapped in
RED, WWHITEHITE & BLUE

PHOTOS BY JEANNE BARBER
The calming hues of the big lake, and the mesmerizing tints of the surrounding forests, give way to 

a trio of colors that flutter all across Pentwater. Old Glory, with all its promises of freedom – freedom 
that has been defined and redefined, and defended again, and again, and again – can be found waving 
from town’s edge to town’s edge. Sewn with threads of red, white and blue – 50 white stars stitched into 
a blue field, and 13 red and white stripes sewn with promise-making perfection, flags of all sizes can be 
seen here, there and just about everywhere, in Pentwater, the last weekend in July.
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BY DAVID L. BARBER
The best of summer is yet to come in 

Pentwater, just ask Eva Gregwer.
“Summer doesn’t have to end with a 

packed schedule,” said Gregwer, execu-
tive director of the Pentwater Chamber 
of Commerce.

“Sometimes the best memories come 
from slowing down, enjoying the fresh 
air, supporting local businesses and ap-
preciating everything Pentwater has to 
offer before autumn takes over.”

As good as summer has been so far in 
this little lakeside town — and it has indeed 
been a good one — the best of the season 
could be delivered in the coming days.

What to do, what to do, before autumn 
unleashes all its splendor? Here are just a 
few suggestions from Gregwer:

• Spend a day at Charles Mears State 
Park and take one more swim and watch 
another sunset;

• Walk the channel and watch boats 
come and go;

• Enjoy a long walk through town and 
say hello to fellow walkers with their 
four-legged companions;

• Listen to live outdoor music at venues 
like Village Cafe and Gull Landing;

• Treat yourself to one (or two) more ice 
cream cones before the season ends;

• Hit the end-of-summer sales at local 
shops;

• Visit the Pentwater Farmers Market 
(continues through September) for fresh 
produce, flowers, sweet corn, honey, 
soaps, bagels, toffee, meats, fish, eggs, 
cheese, baked goods and more;

• Pack a picnic in one of Pentwater’s 
parks with takeout from a local restaurant 
and a favorite beverage from Port View or 
Cenzo’s;

• Book a charter fishing trip on Lake 
Michigan;

• Kayak or paddleboard the Pentwater 
River and Pentwater Lake;

• Take the family to the Pentwater His-
torical Museum or Up North Farm Market 
for interactive activities;

• Pick up a new book at the Pentwater Li-
brary or attend a book club meeting;

• Visit the galleries and discover art-
work by regional artists;

• Treat yourself to a visit to a local salon;

• Enjoy coffee on a porch or in a park 
while watching the village wake up.

Gregwer also pointed out another Pent-
water staple in a press release regarding 
the community’s Farmers Market.

With the growing season at its peak, 
she said visitors will find an abundance of 
fresh, locally grown and produced items 
every Monday and Thursday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on the Village Green in the cen-
ter of town, where market shoppers can 
fill their baskets with seasonal favorites 
including sweet cherries, blueberries, let-
tuce, sweet corn, farm-fresh eggs, locally 
raised beef, artisan cheeses, fresh Great 
Lakes fish, cut flowers, homemade baked 
goods, honey, jams, coffee, tea, bagels, 
pizza, plants, soaps, lotions, dips and 
much more.

Every visit, she said, offers something 
new as local farmers and vendors bring 
the freshest products available through-
out the summer.

For the fourth season, Green Isaac’s Cof-
fee & Tea is proud to serve as the grand 
sponsor of the Pentwater Farmers Market. 
Green Isaac’s has become a gathering 

Summer’s best
may still lie ahead
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Summer’s best place for locals and visitors alike, serving 
locally roasted coffee, tea, baked goods, 
breakfast burritos and light breakfast op-
tions seven days a week, year-round. Over 
the past three years, Green Isaac’s has 
been roasting its own coffee right here 
in Oceana County and has developed 18 
distinct roasts, each with its own unique 
character and flavor profile.

“While you’re visiting the market, be 
sure to stop by the Pentwater Chamber 
booth to purchase a limited-edition Pent-
water Farmers Market Bag,” said Greg-
wer. “The reusable bags are available for 
$20 each, with 100 percent of the pro-
ceeds benefiting the Pentwater Fireworks 
Fund. Supplies are limited, so shoppers 
are encouraged to purchase theirs while 
they last.”

“The market is one of the best places 
to experience the flavors of summer in 

Pentwater,” she said. “Whether you’re 
picking up ingredients for dinner, fresh 
flowers for your table or simply enjoying 
the atmosphere, there’s something for 
everyone. We’re grateful to Green Isaac’s 
Coffee & Tea for their continued support 
and to everyone who purchases a market 
bag to help keep our fireworks tradition 
alive.”

Also, Gregwer said, the Pentwater His-
torical Society has resumed its one-hour 
Hancock Street History Stroll on Mon-
days and Thursdays through Labor Day, 
beginning at 11 a.m. at the top of the Vil-
lage Green.

Visitors, she said, will be led by a vol-
unteer Pentwater Historical Society do-
cent who will describe businesses and 
happenings on six blocks of Hancock 
Street over the years. Much of the narra-
tive is drawn from past newsletters post-

ed on the Pentwater Historical Society 
website under the Research heading.

Visitors will stroll three blocks south 
on Hancock Street to Fifth Street, cross 
Hancock, walk four blocks north to First 
Street, cross Hancock again and end at 
the Village Green. Topics will include 
the great downtown fire of 1889, the 
“White Elephant,” Pentwater’s silent 
movie house, John Cahill’s saloon, the 
“finger factory,” the 400-seat Faulkner’s 
Opera Hall, the murders of 1896, Esther 
Dempsey’s information booth, why a big 
boulder was placed on the corner of Sec-
ond and Hancock streets about 100 years 
ago, a hotel with an outdoor goldfish 
pond, an idea to build airplanes down-
town and more.

For more information about the Pent-
water Farmers Market and other upcom-
ing events, visit pentwater.org.

Explore the Silver 
Lake Sand Dunes 
with us and enjoy

the views of
Lake Michigan!

Register by 6 pm the day of your tourRegister by 6 pm the day of your tour
231-923-2455231-923-2455JOIN US FOR OUR GUIDED SUNSET TOURS

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears, MI 49436   |   silverbackoffroad.com
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Pentwater Fall Festival
extends the season,
celebrates community

PENTWATER — Summer may be wind-
ing down, but one of Pentwater’s busiest 
weekends is still to come.

The Pentwater Fall Festival Arts, Crafts 
& Antiques Fair returns Sept. 26-27, con-
tinuing a tradition that began 35 years ago 
with a simple goal: bring visitors back to 
the lakeshore community after Labor Day 
while supporting local businesses and cel-
ebrating artists and craftspeople.

That mission remains much the same 
today.

Each fall, the Village Green fills with 
artists, craftspeople and antique dealers 
while visitors stroll through downtown, 
browse local boutiques, enjoy meals at 
area restaurants and take in the views of 
Pentwater Lake and Lake Michigan that 
have long made the village one of West 
Michigan’s favorite destinations.

The Pentwater Chamber of Commerce 
hosts the annual event, which has become 
one of the community’s signature fall tra-
ditions.

“This is a nice boost for our local shops,” 
Chamber Executive Director Eva Gregwer 
said of the chamber’s arts and crafts festi-
vals. “It brings a lot of people to Pentwater.”

More than an arts and crafts show, the 
festival serves as an economic boost for 
businesses as the busy summer tourism 
season gives way to autumn. Visitors often 
spend the day shopping downtown, enjoy-
ing local restaurants and exploring the wa-
terfront before heading home.

The Village Green provides a setting un-
like many other arts and crafts fairs, with 
mature shade trees, views of the marina 
and easy access to Pentwater’s downtown 
business district.

“You can’t beat the venue we offer, lake 
views and a beautiful park,” Gregwer said.

The event also benefits local nonprof-
it organizations that provide food and 
refreshments throughout the weekend, 
raising money that supports community 
programs. In past years, proceeds have 
helped fund scholarships, youth activities, 

Annual arts, crafts 
and antiques fair 

brings visitors, supports 
businesses and showcases 

the best of autumn 
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Old traditions &Old traditions &
new directionsnew directions

5582 Madison Road, Pentwater, MI 49449 • (231) 869-6411 • Patterson-marine.com

CLEAN SELF STORAGE, VERY CLOSE TO TOWN
A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!

• Indoor and outdoor boat storage
• Decades of sailing and boat repair experience
• Boat moorings
• 3D printing and CNC routing
• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems
• & More
• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems

community events and other local initiatives.
For many visitors, the festival has become an annual tradition.
“We love opportunities to be doing things in the community of 

Pentwater,” visitor Erin North of Okemos said during a previous 
festival. “I feel like Pentwater does a nice job of providing differ-
ent things to see. I feel like every time we come here there are dif-
ferent events and opportunities to get out into the community.”

The festival traces its roots to 1991, when organizers created 
the event to extend Pentwater’s tourism season beyond Labor 
Day. More than three decades later, it continues to fulfill that 
mission, welcoming visitors during one of the most colorful 
times of the year along the Lake Michigan shoreline.

This year’s festival is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 26, and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27, on the 
Village Green in downtown Pentwater. Visitors can browse art-
work, handmade crafts, antiques and specialty merchandise 
while exploring Pentwater’s shops, restaurants and waterfront.
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BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI

The summer bustle along the Pentwater 
Channel may quiet as autumn arrives, but 
there’s still plenty of life along the water.

Charter captains head for Lake Michi-
gan before sunrise as sailors, anglers, 
kayakers and families share the channel. 
Even as summer gives way to fall, there’s 
still plenty of movement between Pent-
water Lake and Lake Michigan.

Walk the channel on a September af-
ternoon and you’ll see anglers lining the 
seawall, people stopping to watch boats 
head toward Lake Michigan and families 
making one last trip to the beach before 
summer slips away. Sculptures along the 
walkway add another dimension to the 
waterfront before visitors continue to 

the pier light and the sandy beaches of 
Charles Mears State Park.

The channel, stretching less than a 
mile between Pentwater Lake and Lake 
Michigan, has shaped nearly every chap-
ter of the village’s history.

For nearly 170 years, this narrow chan-
nel has connected Pentwater Lake with 
Lake Michigan. Over the years it has car-
ried lumber schooners, commercial ves-
sels, charter boats, sailboats and genera-
tions of families who return to the water 
every summer.

What visitors see today is only part of 
the story.

What the channel means depends on 
when you came to know it. Earlier gen-
erations watched lumber schooners load 
along the waterfront. Today, visitors are 

more likely to remember salmon boats 
leaving before sunrise or evenings spent 
walking to the pier.

Long before Pentwater became known 
for its marinas, beaches and summer 
tourism, the community’s future de-
pended on finding a dependable connec-
tion between Pentwater Lake and Lake 
Michigan.

According to the Pentwater Histori-
cal Society, when Charles Mears arrived 
during the 1850s, the lake provided a 
protected harbor, but reaching Lake 
Michigan through the natural outlet was 
often unreliable. Moving lumber from 
the region’s vast white pine forests to 
growing markets around the Great Lakes 
was difficult, limiting the area’s commer-
cial potential. Historical Society accounts 

The waterway  that    shaped  Pentwater
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credit Mears with financing construction 
of a man-made channel connecting Pent-
water Lake with Lake Michigan around 
1855, transforming what had been a 
small settlement into a working harbor.

As Michigan’s lumber industry expand-
ed, so did Pentwater. Schooners regularly 
loaded logs and finished lumber bound 
for communities across the Great Lakes. 
Sawmills, warehouses and businesses 
clustered along the waterfront, while 
workers, merchants and their families 
helped the village grow around an econo-
my tied directly to the harbor.

The channel quickly proved too impor-
tant to remain only a local undertaking. 
Records from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers show the federal government 
began improving Pentwater Harbor in 

the late 1860s, eventually constructing 
and extending the protective piers that 
continue to define the harbor today.

Although the era of lumber schooners 
eventually passed, the channel remained 
as important as ever.

Commercial shipping gradually gave 
way to recreational boating, charter fish-
ing and tourism. Instead of exporting 
lumber, the harbor welcomed visitors 
drawn by Lake Michigan, the village’s 
walkable downtown and one of the re-
gion’s most recognizable waterfronts.

Its history also explains why the har-
bor still requires constant attention.

Nature never stops working
While Charles Mears created the chan-

nel, nature has spent nearly two centu-

ries trying to reshape it.
According to the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, wind, waves and currents con-
tinually move sand toward the harbor 
entrance, making periodic maintenance 
dredging necessary to keep the federally 
authorized navigation channel open. With-
out regular dredging, the navigation chan-
nel gradually becomes shallower, making 
it more difficult for recreational boaters, 
charter captains and other vessels to safely 
enter and leave Pentwater Lake.

The challenge extends beyond the 
water. Wind-blown sand collects on 
nearby roads, walkways, parking areas 
and portions of Charles Mears State 
Park, prompting local, state and federal 
partners to explore ways to reduce sand 
movement while preserving the shore-

The waterway  that    shaped  Pentwater
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line’s natural character.
This summer, the Corps completed 

another maintenance dredging project at 
Pentwater Harbor, restoring the naviga-
tion channel and pumping sand south of 
the harbor to help nourish nearby Lake 
Michigan beaches.

Maintaining the channel has become 
part of Pentwater’s story. Nearly 170 
years after it was first carved through the 
dunes, it remains essential to the com-
munity that grew around it.

The Channel’s Second Life
As Michigan’s lumber era faded, the 

Pentwater Channel found a new purpose.
Commercial freighters gave way to sail-

boats, fishing boats and pleasure craft. 
Marinas replaced lumber docks as recre-
ation and tourism became increasingly 
important to Pentwater’s economy. The 
waterway that once shipped the prod-
ucts of Michigan’s forests became the 
gateway for generations of visitors dis-
covering Pentwater.

As the village evolved into a vacation 
destination, cottages appeared along the 
channel, tucked among the dunes and 
beach grasses overlooking the water. Many 
remain today, some still owned by the 
same families who have returned for gen-
erations, according to historical research 
and presentations shared by the Pentwa-
ter Historical Society. From their porches, 
they’ve watched the channel change with 
the times—from the last years of com-
mercial shipping to the rise of recreational 
boating, charter fishing and the vibrant 
harbor visitors know today.

Over time, the channel became part 

of everyday life in Pentwater. Children 
learned to fish from the seawall. Families 
spent summer afternoons on the water, 
and evenings often ended with a walk to 
the pier light to watch boats return from 
Lake Michigan.

The waterfront also became the setting 
for sailing regattas, fishing tournaments, 
visiting vessels and community celebra-
tions that continue today. Whether gath-
ering to welcome a historic ship, cheering 
tournament anglers returning with their 
catch or simply enjoying another Lake 
Michigan sunset, people have long found 
reasons to gather along the channel.

The Pentwater Yacht Club has played 
a central role in the village’s boating 
culture since the early 20th century. In a 
history published by the Pentwater His-
torical Society, the club is described as 
“a place to socialize, enjoy various water 
sports, and create a sense of belonging.” 
The history also notes that “Pentwater 
has been and will continue to be about 
community.”

Charter fishing has become another de-
fining chapter in the channel’s story. Be-
fore sunrise during salmon season, char-
ter captains idle toward Lake Michigan 
while anglers prepare for another day on 
the water. Throughout the summer and 
into early fall, fishing tournaments bring 
competitors from across the region, con-
tinuing a tradition that has drawn anglers 
to Pentwater for generations.

Sailboats continue to tack through 
the harbor, kayakers explore the quieter 
waters near shore and families launch 
pontoons for an afternoon on Pentwater 
Lake. Others simply find a place along 

the seawall to watch the steady proces-
sion of boats moving between the lake 
and Lake Michigan.

More Than a Channel
Today, the channel serves a different 

purpose than it did during Pentwater’s 
lumber days, but its importance to the 
village hasn’t changed.

It created a harbor that helped build a 
community, supported an industry that 
shaped western Michigan and later became 
the centerpiece of a village known for rec-
reation, hospitality and life on the water.

 Today, the pace is different than it 
was during the lumber era. The sounds 
of sawmills have been replaced by gulls, 
boat engines and conversations drifting 
across the waterfront. Yet the connec-
tion between the village and the channel 
remains as strong as ever.

Walk the channel in September and 
you’ll still find anglers casting from the 
seawall, visitors lingering at the pier and 
boats making their way toward Lake 
Michigan. The crowds may be smaller 
than they are in July, but the rhythm of 
the harbor continues.

Nearly 170 years after Charles Mears fi-
nanced a passage through the dunes, the 
Pentwater Channel continues to connect 
Pentwater Lake with Lake Michigan, resi-
dents with visitors and the community 
with the history that shaped it.

For generations, the channel has wel-
comed those arriving by water and those 
who simply come to watch it. As seasons 
change and years pass, it remains what 
it has always been—the waterway that 
shaped Pentwater.
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Open Year ‘Round • Reservations Recommended
www.ChannelLaneInn.com

231-869-5766
Just a short stroll to the village shops and beach!

SUITES and MOTEL
KITCHENETTES TOTAL EXCAVATING SERVICES

LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PO Box 413 • 8770 N. Oceana Dr., Pentwater

FREE ESTIMATES!  Visit MichiganDiggers.com

231-869-5928  •  FAX 869 - 4620

Shoreline Protection • Excavating • Helicoil Installation
Gravel & Sand • Dozer & Loader • Land Clearing

Basement Excavating

Ken AdAms & sonsKen AdAms & sons
EXCAVATINGEXCAVATING

Monica Owens Full Time Agent since 2001

C: 231-750-2393
O: 231-873-3400

279 S Hancock St., Pentwater
pentwatermonica@gmail.com

pentwaterproperties.com

#1 COLDWELL
BANKER AGENT

IN MICHIGAN
FOR 2024

(BY VOLUME)

NEW LISTINGS HITTING THE MARKET EVERY WEEK
WORKING WITH A LOCAL AGENT KEEPS

YOU IN THE LOOP
HUNTING SEASON IS APPROACHING -

ARE YOU READY?

NEW LISTING:
34 plus acres with 2 cabins
and Pentwater River Access.

Reach out for more info
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RecurRing Events:
PENTWATER FARMERS Market – 

Labor Day and 1st four Thursdays 
of September, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
Village Green 

september
SEPTEMBER 5  - Pentwater Sport-

fishing Association Regular Mini 
Tourney, weigh-in at 1 p.m., Pent-
water Village Marina Gazebo

SEPTEMBER 6 - Worship on the 
Green, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., Village 
Green, 327 S. Hancock St., Pent-
water

SEPTEMBER 11 - 12 - 23rd Annu-
al Apple and BBQ Festival, Golden 
Township Park at Silver Lake Sand 
Dunes, 8501 Silver Lake Rd., Mears

SEPTEMBER 18 - 19 - Luminous 
Trail – A Glow in the Park, 8 - 
10:30 p.m., Charles Mears State 

Park, 400 W. Lowell St., Pentwater

SEPTEMBER 19 - Stewardship 
Day: At the Beach, 9 a.m. - 12 
p.m., Oceana County Beaches

SEPTEMBER 24 - Harvest Day, 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m., Village Green, 231 
Hancock St., Pentwater

SEPTEMBER 26 - 27 - Fall Fest 
Arts and Crafts Show, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. (Saturday) & 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
(Sunday), Village Green, 231 Han-
cock St., Pentwater

october
OCTOBER 2 - Golden Fair Parade, 

downtown Mears

OCTOBER 10 - Oktoberfest, down-
town Pentwater

OCTOBER 10  Stout Stumble 5K 
Walk and Run, 10 a.m., Pentwater

OCTOBER 10  Oktoberfest Classic 
Car and Hot Rod Show, 10 a.m. - 

5 p.m., downtown Pentwater

OCTOBER 24 - Spooktacular, 12 
p.m., Village Green, 231 Hancock 
St., Pentwater

OCTOBER 31 - Trick or Treating, 5 
- 7 p.m., Pentwater Village

OCTOBER 31 - Free Homemade 
Donuts - Trick or Treating, 5 p.m., 

Pentwater Fire Department Fire 
Station, 485 E. Park St., Pentwater

Kasza Sugar BushKasza Sugar Bush

Kasza Sugar BushKasza Sugar Bush2500 W. Buchanan Rd.
Shelby, MI 49455

Find us on Facebook
For any questions
contact:
Samuel Kasza
231-742-1930

$10 OFF            
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE

Pure Maple Syrup
and Maple Products

www.coldwellbankeranchor.com

Anchors Aweigh!
Begin your journey on finding

your place in the sun. Let our team
of experts help! Over 35 years

serving Oceana County.
of experts help! Over 35 years

serving Oceana County.

Pentwater, 279 S. Hancock St.
231-869-5055

Hart, 907 S. State St.
231-873-3400

Silver Lake Kiosk
next to Parkside Store

231-873-2580

pentwater ComMunitY calendar

2025-2026

CONGRATS
SENIORS!

“Where Everybody is Somebody”
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