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EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

GREENRIDGE Diana Kovalcik

Realty, Inc. Associate Broker
5492 W. US 10, Ludington 231-690-5545

www.greenridge.com e dkovalcik@greenridge.com

330 S. MAPLE 3635 CULVER 5063 STELLA ROAD
BRANCH LUDINGTON CUSTER

* Emerson Lake Home! * Adorable Hamlin Township Home  + Custom Pleiness Lake Home
+ 113 ft Sandy Bottom Frontage * Updated Kitchen and Bathroom * 61 ft of Sandy Frontage
* Living room with Water Views * New Metal Roof * Multi-level Decks and Dock
* Open Kitchen/Dining Room « Spacious Yard * 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths
+ 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths + Great Location - Near + Stunning Kitchen
+ Walk-out Basement * Hamlin Lake Public Access + 2 Car Garage and Pole Barn
« 2-Car Garage and much more! $159,900 $550,000

$275,000

SERENITY LANE BASSWOOD 708 E. FILER STREET

LUDINGTON LUDINGTON LUDINGTON

e —

+ Wonderful 2 Unit Home

* Prime Building Site

* Desirable Creekside Estate * Near Hamlin Lake Public Access * Nicely Updated
Subdlivision * Property Has Been Surveyed * New Kitchen and Baths
* Flowing Creek through the back * Perfect Spot for your * Great Rental Opportunity
* Natural Gas Available Dream House or Cottage! + Close to Downtown Ludington
+ Property has been Surveyed $10,000 $169,900
$30,000

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!




A local name
you can trust!

~coolman-anderson

#1in
ludington

Commercial Beautiful sites in Hamlin to build your Buy now, build later!
Vacant 2.73 acres, 300" road frontage, dream home, or cabin for seasonal Spacious, affordable wooded lots
located on the heavily traveled US-10 corridor. or weekend retreats! located in a lovely peaceful neighborhood.
Lots starting at $6,000 $6,900 - $15,900

S. TUTTLE RD. 664 W. SUGAR GROVE RD.
2.56 Acres! 3 Bed/2 Bath 2 Bed/2.5 Bath
Country setting has a variety of terrain offering a Retreat to this charming home nestled on Beautiful 2 story condo unit.
quiet place to enjoy the rolling hills that are home to 8 Acres, w/ Pond & Pole Barn. Open floor plan Amazing water views throughout the
wildlife, fruit trees & wetland vegetation. & stunning finishes throughout! main unit & bedrooms.

I8 «N)n‘ﬁ :;a“iar:!

102 SECOND ST. 94 N. MEYERS RD.
Prime commercial (Old Town Business District), Business Opportunity! Current Zoning approves Zoned Hwy Commercial allows for anything from
the use encourages the historic character of the area. usage for Indoor Recreation, Professional Office wireless communications to indoor recreation,
Reuse of the historic buildings is designed Space, Clinics, Banks, Restaurants; subject to auto repair, car wash, & more! Land contract
for maritime related business, Mason County Zoning approval. offers you the chance to own your own
residential use & the arts. real estate with little renovation required!

SELLING LIFESTYLES THROUGH REAL ESTATE

Let our dedicated, experienced team guide you through the selling or purchase process,
from your starter home to multi-million dollar properties!

Vanessa Doug Beth Steve
VerStrat Shoup Freeby Hlady Huber p
(231) 239-5097 (231) 510-9838 (269) 491-0251 (231) 750-7209 (231) 690-6724 (231) 510-6259

609 east ludington avenue | ludington, mi 49431 | office (231) 843-3491 | www.coolmananderson.com
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Custom home-buying tips for first timers

Even considering being able to design
your own custom home is an exciting
prospect. Whether you're ready to take
the plunge or just exploring your op-
tions, here are tips to keep in mind.

Know what you’re signing up for.
Building a custom home is a significant
undertaking and a major life decision.
It’s a big commitment in terms of time,
money and energy. While this shouldn’t
scare you away from your dream home,
it’s important to know what you're get-
ting into. If you're feeling overwhelmed
with the kids or busy caring for an ailing
parent, it may be best to start this later.

Hire the right professionals. You may
be a DIY pro, but this isn’t a project you
want to take on yourself, even partly.
Key professionals you'll need to work
with include an architect, plumber, elec-
trician and more. Consider also work-
ing with a designer who can help with
the interiors to make sure the space is

as functional as it is beautiful. Do your
research to find quality pros — thisisn’t
the time to skimp on labor.

Think about furniture layout early.
While it may seem a bit premature to
start decorating your living room be-
fore the foundation is laid, knowing
how you’ll want to use and lay out each
room can help you during the build-
ing and design process. For example,
you can save time and money down the
line when you know from the get-go
you’ll want a window seat and two large
couches to face the fireplace.

Know where to save and spend. Costs
can quickly add up, so it’s important
for you to decide early on what mat-
ters most to you, and what’s worth in-
vesting in. You can always upgrade your
flooring or cabinetry, but you can nev-
er change the foundation. Build your
home to last longer and perform better
with innovative building materials like

insulated custom forms (ICFs) from Nu-
dura. This alternative to wood framing
can withstand fire and high winds and
provides superior insulation, leading to
significant savings on your energy bills
year after year.

Prepare for the unexpected. Building
a new home is a process, and you can
minimize stress by embracing that it
will be unpredictable and can change
throughout the journey. Plan for things
like weather delays and higher costs.
The unexpected can also lead to posi-
tive changes in your plans. For example,
you might come across a new flooring
material that’s more eco-friendly, or a
smart home automation system might
hit the market and you’ll want to inte-
grate it into the design. Be flexible.

Find more information about building
your new home with insulated concrete
forms at nudura.com.



6 Ludington Daily News/MASON COUNTY HOMES

12 ways to maximize vertical space
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Who hasn’t, at one point in their lives,
lamented a lack of space and organi-
zation at home? A lifetime’s worth of
items have to be kept somewhere, and
without the right organizational strate-
gy, clutter can quickly take over.

The home improvement site Home
Therapy says that, when square footage
is limited, tapping vertical walls is the
fastest way to maximize and multiply
the space available. Hooks, rods, shelv-
ing, built-ins ... the sky is the limit when
it comes to finding additional storage
and adding a bit of personality to tight
quarters. Even homes that may have ad-
equate space can benefit from vertical
solutions.

Here are some ideas to put vertical
and other less-utilized areas to work for
you.

1. Hang wire or plastic file organizers
on the inside of kitchen cabinets to eas-
ily store cookie sheets, trays and cutting
boards.

2. Save on counter or cabinet space
with hanging spice racks. These can be
hung directly on walls or on the inside
of cabinet doors.

3. Stack all the stuff you can, includ-
ing washers and dryers, beds (with
storage drawers underneath) and even
stacking nesting tables.

4. Choose furniture that is tall rather
than wide. This can mean swapping out
a dresser in a bedroom for an armoire
or vertical chest of drawers.

5. Canvas bags hung on a towel bar
on a wall can keep dirty clothes wran-
gled until it’s time to wash them. This
also eliminates clothes hampers on the
floor.

6. Add a second rod or shelving to the
inside of closets to create more space
for clothing and other items.

7. Take kitchen cabinets all the way to
the ceiling. Store lesser used items on
the uppermost shelves and the items
you use each on the most accessible

shelves.

8. Install a shelf over the entryway
to a room to utilize this seldom-used
space. Shelves also can be custom cut
and placed in oddly shaped areas, such
as in attic rooms under the eaves or on
slanted walls.

9. Dowels or curtain rods and some
fabric can be used to fabricate slings to
hold books or magazines.

10. Invest in some magnetic boards
that can hold keys or notes by the front
door or store knives on a kitchen wall.

11. Install two towel bars parallel to
one another on the wall of a bathroom.
These can hold extra toilet tissue or
rolled hand towels.

12. Use rope plant hangers to store
potatoes or onions near prep areas. The
same plant hangers can wrangle stuffed
animals and small toys in kids’ rooms.

Utilizing vertical areas in a home is a
great way to increase storage capacity
and keep rooms more organized.



325 S. Brye Rd.

CENTURY 21 Ludington, MI 49431

231-845-0363

Bayshore Real Estate
www.C21Bayshore.com

905 Monona, Ludington 3095 W. US 10, Ludington 201 N. James, Ludington 4757 S dway, Custer

* 3 BR, 2 BA, Central Air, Basement * Successful Auto Repair Facility * Great Ludington Location * 1200 Feet of Ordway Lake Frontage
* Deck, Underground Irrigation * 13,800 Sq. Foot Bldg, 10 Acres * Zoned Light Commercial * 2 Bed Cabin on Wooded 20 Acres

$259,900 $850,000 $199,000 $275,000

W. Jagger Rd., Ludington 604 E. Loomis, Ludington 6164 Logger’s Lane, Ludington
¢ Great Location to Build ¢ 5BR, 2 BA, Tons of Character * 100 Feet of Hamlin Lake; Frontage ) * Nearly One Acre Wooded Site
* Wooded 1/2 Acre Site + Stately Staircase, 2 Car Garage * Survey & Preliminary Site Plan Avail o 32x48 Pole Barn Sits Back Off Road

$27,500 $190,000 $129,900 $64,000
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110 N. Main St., Scottville W. Cherry Lane, Scottville W. Roosevelt, Ludington

501 W. First, Ludington

* Nice Location, 1.1 Acre In Town ¢ Turnkey Restaurant, 2 Kitchens * Wooded 10 Acres * Nice Building Site
* 3 Bedroom Fixer Upper * Recently Remodeled, Seats 110 * Great Hunting Property ¢ Completely Fenced .33 Acre

$50,000 $284,000 $35,000 $18,900

y
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3240 W. US 10, Ludington 3700 W. US 10, Ludington 6462 W. Grand, Ludington 1108 S. Madison, Ludington

* Commercial 33+ Acres, 960 on US 10 * 13 Acres Adjoins Cinema Property * Beautiful Hamlin Lake Home * City of Ludington Building Site
$159,900 $129,000 $1,200,000 $16,000

Let us take the stress out of selling your home and finding the home of your dreams! Call a CENTURY 21 Bayshore agent today!

Kevin Leavitt Brian Mulherin Cindy Papes Debbie Bush Kelly Smith
231-845-7277 231-690-0872 231-852-0116 231-852-0117 231-233-2227

Logan Leavitt Lynne Mattice Michelle Anderson Mike Healy Peri Lundberg Sandy Lovewell
231-233-7557 231-907-9033 231-510-1058 231-690-7834 231-590-0711 Office Manager
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Call, text or email Debby today
for your personalized home valvation
and marketing strategy!

Photography courtesy of wy

DEB@DEBSTEVENSON.cOM | GREENRID
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DEBBY STEVENSON

ASSOCIATE BROKER, REALTOR"®

231-510-5727

vw. ToddAndBradReed.com

GE REALTY | WWW.DEBSTEVENSON.COMQ

H AVE SUITE 101 LUDINGTON, M|
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3 techniques to keep mosquitoes out
ur backyard oasis

The value of a retreat-like backyard
was never more apparent than in 2020.
Over the last year-plus, much of the
world has been forced to stay home as
a global pandemic has claimed millions
of lives while countless others have had
to fight to survive in hospitals. It’s no
surprise people have looked for a re-
spite from the harsh realities of living
during a deadly pandemic, and many
turned their attention to their own
backyards to provide such an escape.

The online home remodeling plat-
form Houzz reported a 58 percent an-
nual increase in project leads for home
professionals in June 2020. Contrac-
tors who specialize in outdoor spaces
saw the biggest increase in demand. A
revamped outdoor space can provide
the perfect retreat for homeowners who
want to get away from it all. But one
winged, unwelcome guest can quickly
transform an oasis into an uninviting
space.

Mosquitoes make their presence felt
in many areas each summer. These pes-

ky, often hungry insects can carry dis-
ease, and their bites can be painful and
itchy. Homeowners can try these three
techniques to keep mosquitoes out of
their backyards.

1.REMOVE STANDING WATER.

Standing water is a breeding ground
for mosquitoes, who don’t even need a
lot of water to successfully breed. A dai-
ly walk around the property may uncov-
er kids’ toys, empty flower pots or other
small receptacles that can collect water.
Even clogged gutters can lead to the ac-
cumulation of a small amount of water,
and that can be enough for mosquitoes
to breed. Remove these potential breed-
ing grounds when you find them, and
do so each day, as mosquitoes mature
from eggs to nymphs in roughly four
days.

2. MOW REGULARLY.

Mowing the lawn so the grass never
gets too high is another way to make
a backyard less hospitable to mosqui-

toes. The pest experts at Terminix®
note that mosquitoes seek tall grass to
protect them from the elements, includ-
ing wind and hot summer sun. Mowing
enough so grass never gets too high in
summer can make backyards less invit-
ing to mosquitoes.

3.PLANT WITH MOSQUITOES IN MIND.

The home remodeling experts at
HGTV note that plants can be part of
homeowners’ strategy to repel mosqui-
toes. Various plants have mosquito-re-
pellant qualities. For example, bee balm
releases a fragrance as it grows, and
mosquitoes don’t like that fragrance.
Homeowners can speak with a local
lawn and garden professional for rec-
ommendations about plants that can
thrive in their region and repel mosqui-
toes at the same time.

Mosquitoes can make it hard to enjoy
a backyard oasis. But various strategies
can help homeowners keep these un-
wanted guests out of their backyards.



The value of the right lighting in a
home is undeniable. Lighting can in-
stantly transform a room and create the
ambiance homeowners are looking to es-
tablish. Though it might be mostly seen
as a way to create mood inside a home,
lighting also can do much for lawns and
gardens.

Backyards have come a long way over
the last several decades. Once reserved
as play areas for children and stomping
grounds for the family dog, backyards
have become oases for homeowners and
their families. Outdoor living areas are
wildly popular, and no such area is com-
plete without exterior lighting. In fact, a
recent report from the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders found that 85 per-
cent of home buyers want exterior light-
ing, making it the second most desired
outdoor feature (patios topped that list).

Exterior lighting can have a dramat-
ic effect on landscaping, and estimates
from the online financial resource Kip-

IN LUDINGTON

-

New Purchases * New Construction

Refinance ® Bruised Credit OK

e
@ m%%?ge

NMLS 129386

Low Down Payment
CONVENTIONAL + USDA « FHA + MSHDA « VA

216 E. Ludington Ave.
231.425.5555
Call Anytime
mmeyer@metromtg.com
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Exterior lighting can add ambiance to a property

linger.com suggest such lighting is in-
expensive, with installation averaging
roughly $67 per fixture.

When installing exterior lighting
around their landscapes, homeowners
can keep various tips in mind to create
a relaxing, awe-inspiring mood on their
properties at night.

- Consider uplights. Uplights are in-
stalled in the ground and direct light up
at a tree, focusing on its trunk or cano-
py. This creates a dramatic effect that
makes it possible to enjoy majestic trees
at night just like you might when spend-
ing time in the yard during the day.

- Focus on trees. Many homeown-
ers already have exterior lighting lining
their walkways and patios, but focusing
on trees can create an entirely different
look. Though it’s possible to install exte-
rior tree lighting on your own, landscap-
ing professionals with lighting experi-
ence know which fixtures will pair most
effectively with the trees around your

property and how to arrange them for
maximum effect.

- Opt for warm light. Warm white
light creates an inviting feel around the
property. The exterior lighting experts
at Utah Lights acknowledge that choice
of lighting is up to homeowners but also
note that, in situations with lower lev-
els of ambient light, such as in exterior
lights around a property, people typi-
cally prefer warmer light. That’s because
warm light tends to be easier on the eyes
and directs attention to the features of
the landscape, which is many homeown-
ers’ goal when installing exterior lighting
in their yards.

- Utilize a timer. Modern exterior light-
ing timers make it easier than ever to
control the lights outside a home. Many
such timers even adjust for the chang-
ing seasons and the shifting hours of
daylight. That means homeowners
shouldn’t have to tinker with the timer
once it’s set.
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SUPERIGR

Sxterviovs

100+ Five Star Reviews on Google!
ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTER

- 5 yrinstallation warranty.

- 20 yr product manufacturer warranty.
- Financing at 0% up to 24 months.
Loans from $1000 up to $100,000.

- Licensed & fully insured.

(231) 907-2882
www.SuperiorExteriorsMl.com
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Renovation trends that figure to be
popular in the year ahead

Home renovation trends are ever-
changing. Renovations that might
have been de rigueur 20 years ago may
seem dated now. Recognizing the po-
tentially popular trends of tomorrow
is a great way for homeowners to give
their homes a fresh new look and put
themselves in position to capitalize
on popular trends when they put their
homes on the market. That’s especially
so after 2020, a year when millions of
people spent more time at home than
ever before. All that time working from
home and relaxing at home gave mil-
lions of homeowners ideas about what
they like about their homes and what
they hope to change. The following are
some renovation trends that various
experts suspect could emerge in 2021.

Eco-friendly living: Climate
change, and how to combat it, was a
hot button issue during the 2020 pres-
idential election in the United States.
So it should come as no surprise that
urdesignmag.com, a web magazine
that showcases creative trends in de-
sign, architecture, art, technology, and

fashion, predicts that eco-friendly liv-
ing solutions figure to be hot com-
modities in 2021. Eco-friendly appli-
ances, furniture and designs can help
to conserve energy and reduce waste,
which environmentalists and govern-
ment agencies like the Environmental
Protection Agency note are two criti-
cal components in the fight against cli-
mate change.

- Large windows: Large windows can
provide stunning views of the outdoors
and allow ample natural light into a
home. It may not be a coincidence if
large windows prove to be a hot trend
in 2021. The COVID-19 pandemic that
dominated much of 2020 forced many
people to spend considerably more
time at home. Darker homes without
much natural light can adversely af-
fect mood, especially when people are
spending more time at home. HGTV
predicts that homeowners will seek
ways to bring more natural light into
their homes in 2021, and large win-
dows naturally brighten homes while
making rooms appear bigger, helping

people feel less cramped. That’s an es-
pecially beneficial characteristic when
spending more time indoors at home.

- Minimalism: The anticipated popu-
larity of minimalism in 2021 may also
be connected to the pandemic. As pro-
fessionals were forced to work from
home and many families spent more
time together inside their homes then
ever before, they may have recognized
aneed to cut back on clutter, including
extra furniture. A minimalist approach
is both simple and clean, which can
make homes feel less claustrophobic.

Multi-functional spaces: Home-
owners asked a lot of their homes in
2020, as rooms were transformed into
multi-functional spaces seemingly
overnight. HGTV notes that spending
more time at home showed homeown-
ers that it may not make sense to dedi-
cate entire rooms of a home to a sin-
gle purpose. Renovations that can help
homeowners transform rooms into
multi-functional spaces figure to be
hot commodities in the years ahead.
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Gerald 231-690-0565
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603 S. JAMES ST.,
BUILD YOUR CONDO HERE! START YOUR NEW BUSINESS
ON THIS POPULAR DOWNTOWN LUDINGTON CORNER!
Located in the Heart of the Historical Area in Ludington!

485,000
Make An Offer

Thinking of Listing Your Property?

WANT GREAT AERIALS & PHOTOS?
CALL CERTIFIED DRONE PILOT GERrRALD!

301 N. JEBAVY DR.
LUDINGTON

COMMERCIAL/RETAIL OFFICE
SPACE IN LUDINGTON

Looking to start a new business in Ludington?
Highly desirable location just off of US 10.
OVER 300 ft of road frontage on 2.87 acres.
Newly remodeled building with 7,640 sq ft.

485,000

605 S. JAMES ST., LUDINGTON
Take over this successful car wash business in town! Great
location! Endless p055|b|llt|es| Build a condo above & run
your business downstairs!
Call Team Buck for all the details!

$575,000

Ludington’s Professional
Real Estate Team

WEST WATERS EDGE
OXBOW LAKE

7 LOTS AVAILABLE! GREAT PLACETO
PARK YOUR CAMPER OR RV!
PARK YOUR CAMPER HERE! Welcome to OXBOW
SHORES ASSOCIATION on OXBOW LAKE! Build your
dream home with 100 ft. of private SANDY bottom

beachfront. Septic systems & underground electric in
place. 105 ACRE ALL SPORTS LAKE! 7 LOTS AVAILABLE.

Starting at 584'900

610 ADAMS ST., LUDINGTON
PERE MARQUETTE LAKE views & sunsets! Great
Location-City of Ludington - 1 bedroom, 1 bath charmer!
Completely remodeled. Energy efficient! WEEKLY
RENTALS ALLOWED.

$148,000

“WE CAN SHOW
You ANY
: PROPERTY ALONG

231-690-0565 ° THE LAKESHORE!”
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5 outdoor projects that add value

Exterior renovations can enhance the
appearance of a property and make it
more enjoyable for homeowners. Cer-
tain renovations have the potential to add
value to a home, while others may do the
opposite. Learning which one have the
largest return on investment can help ho-
meowners select features that will have
the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way toward at-
tracting potential buyers. According to
the National Association of Realtors, first
impressions of a property have a strong
influence on buyers. Landscaping and ex-

ternal features can do much to influence
such impressions. .

- Lawn care program: Investing in a
lawn care program that consists of fer-
tilizer and weed control application and
can be transferred over to a subsequent
home owner is an attractive feature. NAR
says such a care program can recover
$1,000 in value of the $330 average cost,
or a 303 percent ROL

Low-maintenance lifestyle: When
choosing materials for projects, those
that offer low-maintenance benefits can
be preferential. These include low-main-
tenance patio materials, composite deck-
ing, vinyl fencing, and inorganic mulched
beds.

- Fire pit: A fire pit can be used for
much of the year. In the spring and sum-
mer, the firepit is a great place to congre-
gate to roast marshmallows or sip wine
and gaze into the fire. In the fall, the fire
pit can make for a cozy retreat. A fire pit
that has a gas burner is low-maintenance,

and the National Association of Land-
scape Professionals says that most can
recoup about $4,000 of their $6,000 aver-
age price tag.

- Softscaping: Hardscaping refers to
structures like outdoor kitchens or decks.
Softscaping involves the living elements
of the landscape. Hiring a landscape de-
signer to install trees, shrubs, natural
edging, and rock elements can do won-
ders toward improving the look and value
of ahome.

- Pool or water feature: In certain mar-
kets, particularly hot climates, a pool or
another water feature is a must-have.
However, in other areas where outdoor
time is limited, a pool or water feature
can actually lower the value of a home.
Speaking with a real estate professional
can give homeowners an idea of how a
pool will fare in a given neighborhood.

Outdoor improvements can improve
the marketability of a home, as well as en-
hance its appearance and function.

SSB Shelby State Bank

Where Banking is Still a People Business!

Home is more important than ever. So it should be comfortable. It should be secure. It should have personality.

Shelby State Bank has

Bl www.shelbybank.com

to help you make it all happen.

Member FDIC
NMLS# 409703 CENBER




ETHICS YOU
CAN TRUST.
EXPERTISE YOU
CAN COUNT ON.

s your agent a REALTOR®?

THAT'S

WHO

REALTORS® are members of the WE
onal Association of REALTORS®.



WW/ We appreciate your

trust in us throughout the years.

Supporting our community, building working relationships
& successfully meeting our client’s needs.

$80,000,000 Who you wor k

- 2020 TOTAL SALES" with matters...
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm CALL your

Locally Owned
Leader today!

$60,000,000

$50,000,000

$40,000,000

$30,000,000

$20,000,000

$10,000,000
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Greenridge Realty
C2| Boardwalk
Five Star

Lighthouse Realty

503 5. Rath Ave. - Ludington + 231-845-7500 -+ [

goLighthouseRealty.com

Searching for your place on a lake...

Our Team has great options!
Explore a 7.3 acre Lake Michigan community,
discover your private waterfront building lot,

find your dream inland lake cottage! -




