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Everything you 
need ... and more! 
Lawn • Home • Farm • Garden

Home Improvement 
Patio • Landscaping
Parts & Accessories

Fertilizers • Mowers • Blowers

231-873-2216  | 4 Lincoln St, HART, MI 231-845-7318 | 5840 W US-10, LUDINGTON, MI

LARSON’S

By CaleB JaCkson
Shoreline Media Writer

For many, the fall season is 
the most beautiful time of the 
year, however, it is not some-
thing that everybody plans for as 
far as their yard is concerned. If 
you find your yard looks dull in 
the autumn, especially in com-
parison to the natural splendor 
all around, then Megan Bodrie, 
landscape designer at Larsen’s 
Landscaping and Lawn Care in 
Scottville, has some tips for you. 
“Fall mums add a lot of color, 
and ornamental grasses are al-
ways a nice plant to incorporate 
because they flower in the fall,” 
Bodrie said.

 Finding simple ways 
to add some color to your gar-
den was a big tip from Bodrie. 
After all, if the trees all around 
are turning vibrant shades of red 
and yellow, a well-maintained 
summer yard may start to look 
a little dull if it doesn’t change 
with them. To help achieve this, 
Bodrie recommended adding 
some shrubbery which will turn 
in the fall. “Burning bush is a 
good one,” she said. “A lot of 
people use those because they 
turn a bright red.” She also rec-
ommended some fall blooming 
perennials, such as Black-eyed 
Susans and Autumn Joy sedum. 
Perennials like these are not only 
a good way to add a splash of 
color to your yard, but they’re 
also incredibly hardy and rela-
tively low maintenance.

 Although the chang-
ing leaves are a source of great 
beauty, they can also be a source 
of great frustration as many ho-
meowners find themselves won-
dering, “what on earth am I sup-
posed to do with all of these 
fallen leaves?” Many will either 
toss them or burn them, but 
Richard Powell, permaculture 
educator and founder of Orlando 
Permaculture, has some differ-
ent advice for you. “The health-
iest way to garden is to mimic 
nature,” Powell said. “In fall the 
leaves come down in order to en-
rich the soil so that it can hold 
more water and nutrients. One of 
the best ways to incorporate this 
natural cycle into your yearly 
landscaping routines is to com-
post them and return them to 
the soil where they came from.” 

But the good thing about the 
overabundance of leaves is that 
we can use them for several dif-
ferent purposes. According to 
Powell, we can also use them to 
help our younger plants along 

as we move into the colder sea-
son. “With the cooler nights and 
eventual freezes of fall, it is im-
portant to consider protecting 
plants, especially if they are an-
nuals or younger perennials,” 
Powell suggested. 

“Put a small pile of leaves at 
the base of the plant to protect 
the roots. This particular method 
can work better for the young pe-
rennials as they slowly become 
capable of making it through the 
winter,” he added. 

Powell also suggested making 
a “hoop house” for your annuals. 
He said to make this out of ei-
ther wood or PVC pipe and cover 
it with a roll of plastic. Doing so 
can give you some precious addi-
tional weeks out of your plants. 
“As an added tip, this method 
can be used in the spring to get 
a head start on the season too,” 
Powell added.

Consider mimicking nature in your landscaping this fall
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Auto Loans

Home Equity • Checking

Savings • IRA’s CD’s

Student Loans • Mortgages 

Youth Accounts • Personal Loans

Life Happens Loans starting at 6%

Visit our website to apply for a loan or become a member

www.harborlightcu.org
2151 Cogswell Dr., Whitehall, MI
231-894-5608 or 877-894-5557

Federally insured by the NCUA

CUSHMAN
DEER PROCESSING

DEER SKIN
GLOVES

Walk-In Cooler - Walk-In Freezer
Breakfast Sausage, Brats
Italian Sausage, Deer Stix

Jerky, Summer Sausage

DEER DROP OFF HOURS
Saturday 11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Sunday 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

(Closed Noon to 1:00 pm)

LOCATED SIX MILES WEST OF FREMONT

www.cushmanmeats.com
231-924-6151

$                  00
CUT and WRAPPED

Vacuum
Pack

Available68 (Now thru Dec. 31st)

Skeels Rd.
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Gardening in the Cold

A gardener never lets the weath-
er get in the way of a quality sea-
son. 

Through rainy conditions — or 
even the snow — they are focused 
on building and maintaining the 
best garden possible throughout 
the fall and winter months of the 
year. And although the winter of-
fers its challenges, there are ways 
to make sure you’re still bringing 
in quality plants while also pre-
paring your garden for the more 
ideal spring season ahead. 

Enjoy EvErgrEEns 
Evergreens can be the best part 

of your winter landscape because 
of the brilliant green they offer 
in an otherwise dreary backdrop. 
You can also find evergreens in 
yellow or even blue. Evergreen 
trees are easy to maintain because 
they do not shed needles or leaves 
during the winter months. Some 
varieties of evergreen trees in-
clude pine, cypress, juniper, hem-
lock and arborvitae. 

Check with your local landscap-
ing or nursery to see what types 

of evergreens they recommend 
growing in your part of the coun-
try. What works best in your area 
will depend on rain and growing 
conditions. 

If you’re plotting out a new land-
scape design for next season, it’s 
wise to consider using an ever-
green or two as staples of your 
flowerbed. Your local nursery like-
ly offers a shape, size and color 
that will fit your evergreen needs. 

HardscapE 
Speaking of your local nursery, 

pick the experts’ brains on what a 
quality hardscape strategy can do 
for you. 

Hardscape is the hard landscape 
material built into an overall land-
scape. This includes paved side-
walks, driveways, retaining walls, 
stairs and other structures. Do not 
be afraid to be creative with these 
materials, as they can give your 
yard and garden areas a nice visu-
al pop. 

You can think of your hardscape 
materials as the brick and mortar 
of your yard area. They are tru-

ly foundational and can be built 
around to accomplish the design 
style you’re after. 

Work with your local nursery or 
contractors to determine the true 
purpose of your hardscaping. Are 
you simply aiming for an attrac-
tive area or a strategic system that 
enables effective draining? What 
you need your hardscaping for 
will help you make decisions on 
pricing and amount of materials 
needed.
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CentralBoiler.com
21-0201

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.
The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Outdoor Wood Furnace

The Classic Edge 360, 560 and 760 HDX 
are U.S. EPA Certified

on qualified models &
installation

*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) effective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. For more 
details visit CentralBoiler.com. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be 
relied upon as substitute for professional tax advice. Consult a tax professional with any 
questions.

**EPA cord wood Hydronic Heater list 1-6-2021

• Highest Efficiency Certified by EPA**
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the

dangers associated with indoor wood heating.
• Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive

and often free energy source.
• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.
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         Up to$2500*

Instant Rebate

Central Boiler outdoor furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. It’s important that 
your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed. *Save off the MSRP of select in-stock 
Central Boiler outdoor furnace models, at participating dealers only. See dealer for details.

• More Comfort - Thermostatically controlled wood heat.
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the  
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FREMONT, MICHIGAN 
 (231) 924-7946 • CentralBoiler.com

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.

• HIGHEST EFFICIENCY CERTIFIED BY EPA** 
• PEACE OF MIND - Keep the fire outside, eliminate dangers associated with indoor wood heating. 
• SAVE MONEY - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive and often free energy source. 
• DURABILITY - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

The Classic Edge 360,  
560 and 760 HDX are 

U.S. EPA Certified

METAL SALES

CONTRACTORS WELCOME

BUY DIRECTAND SAVE

WE DELIVER

METAL CUT

TO YOUR 

LENGTHS

Call us for all your pole barn and roofing needs!
HOURS: 8:00AM-4:30PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

Phone: 231-821-0588 • Fax: 231-821-0585

COMPLETE POLE BARN PACKAGES IN STOCK
8636 Skeels Road • Holton

QUICK
TURN

AROUND

CUSTOM
TRIMS

WHITE LAKE FLOORING 
CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • TILE

9971 US-31  |  MONTAGUE, MI 49437 
FRUITVALE RD. EXIT 131 

1/2 Mile West to Four Way Stop, 1/2 Mile South to Store

whitelakeflooring.com     231-893-1730

Don’t Miss Our Fall
SAVINGS

GOING ON NOW

Freezing temperatures may be good for 
ice skating or building snowmen, but sub-
freezing temperatures can be dangerous for 
the average person and his or her home. 

Cold weather often leaves people scurry-
ing to do whatever is necessary to safeguard 
themselves from the big chill. But it’s impor-
tant homeowners also protect their homes 
in cold weather.

plumbing
Plumbing and pipes may be vulnerable to 

cold weather. Frozen pipes may burst and 
cause substantial damage to a home, poten-
tially causing flooding and structural dam-
age.

Homeowners should disconnect and drain 
garden hoses before winter arrives. Water 
to outdoor hose bibs should be turned off, 
though the valves on these outdoor faucets 
should be left open to drain. Also, outdoor 
faucets can be covered with insulating foam 
covers. 

The Red Cross says pipes that freeze most 
frequently include pipes in unheated ar-
eas, such as basements, attics, garages, and 
crawl spaces. Close vents to the outside in 
areas like attics and basements to limit the 
amount of cold air that gets indoors. Think 
about insulating unheated areas, as well as 
using pipe sleeves, heat tape or wraps on ex-
posed pipes.

By opening kitchen and bathroom cabi-
net doors, homeowners can allow warm air 
from a home to reach pipes under the sink. 
During extreme freezes, keep cold water 
dripping from a sink to prevent pipes from 
freezing.

Service HVAC systems
It’s important to ensure that heating sys-

tems are working properly prior to the cold-
weather season. It may only take hours 
for the interior of a home to reach danger-
ously low temperatures without adequate 
heat. Homeowners should schedule annual 
checkups of furnaces and hot water heaters. 
Inspect the heat exchanger for cracks, install 
a clean air filter and make sure all thermo-
stats are working properly.

HavE fuEl rEady
Homeowners who heat their homes with 

oil, wood or coal should make sure they 
have plenty of fuel on hand in advance of 
winter. Shortages can occur, and it may take 
some time for new fuel to arrive in the midst 
of a cold snap.

As a precaution, homeowners can rely on 
portable space heaters to fill in the heating 
gaps during freezing temperatures. Exercise 
extreme caution with these devices, turning 
them off when leaving the room and remem-
bering to avoid overloading outlets.

protEct outsidE
Drain birdbaths, clean out downspouts 

and remove water from other items where 
water can freeze and cause damage. Inspect 
roofing prior to the snowy season, but stay 
off roofs during freezing weather. 

Remove snow shovels and other winter 
gear from storage and make sure the items 
are easily accessible during snowstorms. 

Winter’s bite can be severe. Homeowners 
can protect themselves

Protect your home (and more) from winter’s freeze



5Say “I Saw It In The Buyers’ Guide,” Thursday, October 7, 2021

Looking to spruce things up 
around the house this winter? Or 
maybe you’ve got big plans to sell 
your home in the spring and are 
working on a few improvement 
projects that will help you get 
top dollar when you put it on the 
market. 

gEt nEw windows and doors 
Noticing a draft in your home? 

Paying higher heating bills than 
you did in the past? Remember 
your windows when it comes to 

investing in some home TLC this 
winter. Heat gain and heat loss 
through windows are responsible 
for 25 to 30 percent of residential 
heating and cooling energy use, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Energy. They are the single 
biggest source of energy loss in 
your home, and when winter con-
ditions are in full force, it’s easy 
to see why your drafty windows 
keep your heating system from 
operating at its most efficient. 

The same goes for your doors. 

Leaky exterior doors lead to 
chilly rooms in a hurry, especial-
ly as the outside temperatures 
drop. Work with a local contrac-
tor to install new doors or head 
to your local home improvement 
store for tips on how to install 
them yourself. 

improvE your windows 
If your windows aren’t in ter-

rible shape, you may be able to 
pull off a do-it-yourself project 
to give them some extra life. Here 

are a few tips to consider when 
winterizing your windows. 

Close any gaps. Use caulk and 
weather stripping to seal out air 
that would otherwise sneak into 
your home. 

Add window treatments and 
coverings to retain the heat with-
in your home. 

Add solar control film during 
the winter to let light in while 
keeping the cold air out. 

cHoosing tHE rigHt window

Check out these recommen-
dations from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy when it comes 
to choosing the right window for 
your home. 

Look for the ENERGY STAR 
and National Fenestration Rating 
Council labels.

In colder climates, consider se-
lecting gas-filled windows with 
low-e coatings.

Choose a low U-factor for bet-
ter thermal resistance in colder 
climates.
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Mast
Sheds and Outdoor Structures

Mini-BarnsLLC

Est.
1988

and

11095 Maple Island Rd.
Fremont • 231-924-5777

Also Large Inventory 
of Buildings 
Including:
Sheds, Gazebos,
and Pergolas!
Sheds, Gazebos,
and Pergolas!

CHICKEN COOPS IN STOCK 

THINKING OF REPLACING
YOUR PATIO SET?
We have a great selection of heavy
duty poly table sets, gliders,
swings, Adirondack chairs and more! 
Stop by today and check out our
beautiful selection!

Two locations to serve you:
11095 Maple Island Rd.

Fremont, MI 
7375 E. Baseline Rd.

White Cloud, MI
231-924-5777

COUNTYLINE
METAL, LLC
7:00am-4:30pm Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday & Sunday

Is Your
Wood Pile

OVERWHELMING?

8636 Skeels Rd • Holton • 231-821-0588

We can help
with our

Brute Force 18-24
Wood Processor

Call for Rental Details!

Winter Home Projects
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465 Ottawa
Muskegon  

231-726-5051   

WeberLumberCompany.com

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12 Noon

Decks • Pole Barns • Garages
Kitchens • Insulation

Packages for Everyone

EVERYTHING
for your Fall Home

Improvment Projects!
10%

Cash & Carry

Discount

BE CONFIDENT
SHOP SMALL!
SHOP SAFE!

DELIVERY &
CURBSIDE
PICKUP

FREE
FREE

3832 W. 72nd St.  
Newaygo, MI 49337

(231) 924-7945   

(231) 924-7946

Hunting draws millions of peo-
ple into the great outdoors every 
year. Many avid hunters feel hunt-
ing is a great way to actively par-
ticipate in nature while also taking 
responsibility for procuring one’s 
own food. 

Hunting requires discipline, 
dedication, patience, and, perhaps 
most important, a commitment to 
safety. By prioritizing safety on 
each hunting trip, seasoned and 
novice hunters alike are acknowl-
edging the potential dangers of 
this beloved outdoor activity 
while doing everything they can to 
ensure the trip is as safe as pos-
sible. Because safety plays such 
a vital role in successful hunting 

trips, hunters of all experience 
levels can benefit from a refresh-
er course on the safety measures 
they should take each time they 
go on the hunt.

• Treat all firearms as if they’re 
loaded. Treating all firearms as 
if they’re loaded ensures hunt-
ers won’t be tempted to engage 
in the kind of fooling around that 
can contribute to tragic accidents. 
This approach can reduce the risk 
of firearm-related accidents or in-
juries, and can be an especially ef-
fective way to teach youngsters 
about the dangers of firearms and 
the correct ways to mitigate those 
dangers.

• Keep your finger off the trig-

ger and only point at what you 
plan to shoot. Keeping your finger 
off the trigger until you’re ready 
to shoot ensures you won’t acci-
dentally discharge your firearm. 
In addition, never point your fire-
arm at anything other than what 
you plan to shoot.

• Know the forecast and dress 
appropriately. Firearms are not 
the only risk to hunters’ safety. In-
clement weather can put hunters 
at the mercy of Mother Nature. Ac-
cording to the Mayo Clinic, hypo-
thermia, which occurs when the 
human body loses heat faster than 
it can produce heat, can affect 
hunters who are unable to get out 
of wet clothes or move to warm, 

dry locations as their bodies lose 
heat. In addition, hunters may be 
at risk of hypothermia even if tem-
peratures are hovering around 50 
F. Before embarking on a hunt-
ing trip, hunters should read the 
forecast of the areas where they 
will be hunting and dress accord-
ingly. Outer layers that repel wa-
ter can help keep hunters dry, and 
hunters also should avoid wear-
ing cotton, which retains moisture 
and can increase their risk for hy-
pothermia. Clothing made with 
moisture-wicking fabrics is a great 
alternative to cotton.

• Share your plan with others. 
Returning home safe is the ulti-
mate goal for hunters, and that’s 

more likely to happen when hunt-
ers share their hunting plans with 
others. Let someone, ideally a 
spouse, parent, roommate, or sib-
ling, know when and where you 
will be hunting and when you ex-
pect to return by. Direct this loved 
one to call the local authorities 
if you do not call by a predeter-
mined time. This can dramatical-
ly reduce the time it takes to find 
you if you become injured on your 
hunting trip and prove unable to 
get back to your vehicle safely.

Millions of people across the 
globe enjoy hunting. Avid hunters 
know that no hunting trip is suc-
cessful if safety is not the utmost 
priority.

Safety measures all hunters should take
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Preparing a property for winter 
involves putting away lawn furni-
ture, raking leaves and removing 
any annual plants that have shriv-
eled up and spent the last of their 
energy. It can be tempting to want 
to clean up completely and leave a 

blank slate in the yard. But by do-
ing so, you may be robbing wild-
life of the resources they need to 
overwinter.

The nature and conservation re-
source In Habitat says plants and 
animals depend on one another 

to survive. During the winter, an-
imals may struggle to find ade-
quate shelter and food, especially 
when there is a lack of sufficient 
plant matter available. In turn, 
these animals may actually take 
up home in people’s residences, 

turning into pests in the process. 
Bats, field mice and even opos-
sums and raccoons may move in-
doors into attics or basements, 
leaving behind waste and damage 
if they can’t find adequate shelter 
outdoors. 

Homeowners concerned about 
potential pest infestations can 
take steps to ensure animals have 
places to bed down and escape 
the cold in their yards this winter. 
These tips can help local wildlife 
when the temperatures dip.

• Leave parts of the yard wild. 
Animals can make a nest in leaves 
or piles of brushwood. Just make 
sure piles left out are away from 
the home so curious critters don’t 
try to get inside. Leave the task of 
tidying up shrubs and garden bor-
ders until spring, as shrubs can 
be dense areas to hide for both in-
sects and animals. 

• Consider planting animal food 
sources prior to winter. Plants like 
elderberry, holly, mulberry, su-
mac, and crabapple will grow in 
colder months and animals can 
enjoy them as a vital food staple. 

• Don’t forget water sourc-
es. Provide access to fresh water 
and replace as needed if the wa-
ter freezes. For homeowners with 
fish ponds in their backyards, use 
a hot pot to melt a hole in the top 
of the pond and allow gases that 
have accumulated underneath 
to escape. This allows oxygen to 
reach fish and frogs in the pond.

• Leave bird, squirrel or bat 
houses in the yard. This is a fun 
and crafty project that can ward 
off winter boredom while also 
providing a safe place for local 
wildlife to shelter in winter.

Animals and insects need some 
extra help staying comfortable 
when cool temperatures arrive. 
Leaving some clean-up tasks for 
the spring ensures that there are 
plenty of backyard habitats avail-
able to local wildlife.  

7

Establish winter habitats for backyard animals
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CompleteRestorationService.com • 231.773.0777

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP

FIRE & SMOKE
DAMAGE CLEANUP

MOLD REMEDIATION

POWER WASHING
SERVICES

CompleteRestorationService.com

  7770-377 )132( 24/7
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE24/7231.773.0777

COMPLETE
RESTORATION

MOLD
REMEDIATION

Call today for your FREE Mold Estimate

Our GOAL is tO return yOur
indOOr envirOnment tO A stAte Of

“nOrmAL funGAL ecOLOGy”
• FREE on-site inspection 
• Identify Root Cause(s)
• Develop Scope of Work
• Provide customer with detailed estimate
  for remediate damage
• Ask us about our Mold Remediation
  Process: HEPA SANDWICH 

Mold Remidiation -
The process of removing contamination consistent with the

ANSI/IICRC S520 Standard for Professional Mold Remediation.

PROFESSIONAL  
POWER WASHING

We are a Certified contractor with PWNA
(Power Washers of North America) Providing a safe, non-damaging 

soft wash process to clean the exterior of your home.

Roof Cleaning
to remove:  
• Moss Growth 
• Lichen 
• Black Staining

Call today for your Roof Cleaning treatment

PrOtect yOur GreAtest Asset And 
mAintAin the curb APPeAL Of yOur 

hOme! cALL us fOr A free estimAte!
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 

Awning Cleaning
Deck Cleaning

House Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Concrete Cleaning 
(patios, driveways, 

sidewalks, pavers, etc.)

Servicing commercial 
and residential 

properties across 
Muskegon and 

Oceana Counties

& Cleaning Services


