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ENJOY BREAKFAST
7 DAYS A WEEK AT OUR NEWLY

CONSTRUCTED BUILDING!
FULL FOOD Menu

NEW  Bar Menu items
Large Handmade Burgers

Homemade Pulled Pork
Steak Subs & Philly Steak Sandwiches

Ashby’s Ice Cream & Much More! VISIT our Food Truck
on the sand dunes at
Silver Lake State ParkHOME of SILVER LAKE PIZZA FACTORY

FAMILY CAMPGROUND  •  HEATED POOL  •  RESTAURANT
PLANNED ACTIVITIES  •  CAMP STORE  •  COTTAGE RENTALS

One-Stop Shop for:

UTV/ATV • MX • 4X4 • TRUCK • BUGGY
Parts • Paddle Tires • Tire Repair • Gear • Specialty Fuels

Flags & Mounts • Food & Ice Cream • Souvenirs

AD DESIGN - 2020 Silver Lake Sand Dunes Travel Guide
ADVERTISER - Hideaway/Lighthouse Grill
SIZE - 1/2 Page Horizontal AD recon�guration of last year’s qtr. pg. ad.

200 N. State Street • Zeeland,
(616) 772-9820 ph • (616)

PLEASE PROOF CAREFULLY
phone numbers and addresses. If you have changes, please write them directly on
the proof, or call (616) 772-9820. If we do not hear from you by the date specified 
above, we’ll assume that the ad is approved as is.

SIGNATURE __________________________________________________________________________

ADV
2016 Shoreline 

ADVERTISER

CONTACT

FAX

Hideaway Camp - Lighthouse Grille

16 – Business & Professional Directory, Oceana’s Herald-Journal

16

OutdOOr PatiO!
• Burgers • Char-Broiled Steaks • Seafood 
• Sandwiches • Mexican Entrées • Salads

Featuring a Full Kids’ Menu!

www.openhearthgrille.com   231-873-8800   Corner of Polk Rd & 56th Ave., Mears

Large 
Groups

Welcome!Take 
Out

Large grOuPs WeLcOme!

daiLy Lunch & dinner sPeciaLs

hOmemade OniOn rings

featuring michigan Beer
& Wines and a
WeLL stOcked Bar

Plan Your Best West Michigan 
vacation all in one place...
Hideaway Campground!

9671 W. Silver Lake Rd, Mears, MI 49436
Close to Lake Michigan Sand Dunes & Little Sable Point Lighthouse

(231) 873-4428        hideawaycampground.com



OFF-ROAD
VEHICLEVEHICLE

RENTALS!RENTALS!RENTALS!
Explore the Silver Lake Sand Dunes with

us and enjoy the views of Lake Michigan!

JOIN US FOR OUR GUIDED JOIN US FOR OUR GUIDED 
SUNSET TOURSSUNSET TOURS

Register by 6 pm Register by 6 pm the day of your tourthe day of your tour
231-923-2455231-923-2455

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears, MI 49436 | silverbackoffroad.com
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At Silver Lake, the land-
scape doesn’t sit still.

Wind reshapes the 
dunes daily, carving ridgelines 
and softening slopes, creating a 
terrain that feels new with every 
visit. Tucked between Silver Lake 
and Lake Michigan, this stretch 
of shifting sand has become one 
of the most recognizable—and 
most dynamic—destinations along 
Michigan’s west coast.

WHERE ADVENTURE    MEETS THE HORIZON
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For many, the draw is the energy. 
Engines climb and descend the dunes 
in a steady rhythm, tracing lines across 
the sand in the only place in the region 
where private vehicles are permitted to 
operate in an open dune environment. 
Within the designated ORV area of 
Silver Lake State Park, riders are not 
confi ned to trails. Instead, they navigate 
a scramble zone—choosing their own 
routes, reading the terrain and respond-
ing to conditions that can change from 
one hour to the next.
That sense of freedom defi nes the expe-

rience. It’s also what requires a level of 
awareness. Visibility over dune crests is 
limited, traffi c patterns shift and condi-
tions—from wind to sand fi rmness—can 
alter how vehicles handle. The result is 
an environment that is equal parts recre-
ation and respect for the landscape.
But the dunes are not only for drivers.

Visitors gather along the edges of the 
ORV area to watch the movement—ve-
hicles cresting, descending and weaving 
through the terrain. Others take a quieter 
approach, climbing the pedestrian dunes 
or walking in from the Lake Michigan 
shoreline, where the scale of the land-
scape becomes more apparent with each 
step. From the base of Little Sable Point 
Lighthouse, the dunes stretch outward 
in layered ridges, meeting the water 
in a way that feels both expansive and 
immediate.
For those who want the experience 

without driving, guided tours provide 
a different perspective. Mac Wood’s 
Dune Rides has operated in the dunes 
for decades, offering narrated rides that 
move through the same terrain with the 
benefi t of local knowledge and special-
ized vehicles.
Seasonally, the dunes take on an addi-

tional role as a gathering place. Events 

such as the Blessing of the Duners 
mark the start of the riding season, 
while summer brings organized ride 
weekends, Jeep gatherings and commu-
nity-focused events like Heroes on the 
Dunes. Fireworks over the dunes add 
another layer, turning the landscape into 
a nighttime backdrop that draws crowds 
from across the region. These events, 
often coordinated and promoted through 
the local chamber, refl ect how deeply the 
dunes are tied to the area’s identity and 
seasonal rhythm .By fall, the pace shifts. 
Crowds thin, the air cools and the dunes 
take on a quieter tone. The same terrain 
that buzzes in midsummer becomes 
more refl ective—less about speed and 
more about space.
What remains constant is the sense of 

scale. Whether experienced from behind 
the wheel, on foot or from a distance, 
Silver Lake’s dunes offer a landscape 
that is always moving—and an experi-
ence that changes with it.

WHERE ADVENTURE    MEETS THE HORIZON



From high-energy dune riding to 
scenic overlooks and guided tours, 
Silver Lake offers multiple ways to 
experience one of Michigan’s most 
distinctive landscapes. Planning ahead 
helps visitors match the experience to 
their comfort level and interests.

ORV RULES AT A GLANCE
• Season: April 1 – Oct. 31
• Hours: Generally 9 a.m. to evening 

(later in peak summer)
• Entry: Recreation Passport required
Required
• ORV license and trail permit
• 10-foot safety flag
• Vehicles must meet sound limits 

(94 dB)

SAFETY
• Stay within marked ORV area
• Follow directional zones
• Helmets required where applicable
• ATVs limited to one rider

PROHIBITED
• Alcohol in ORV area
• Riding outside designated bound-

aries
• Most roadside travel outside posted 

ORV routes

PEAK SEASON
• Parking vouchers often required
• Entry may close when capacity is 

reached

EXPERIENCE THE DUNES  
WITHOUT AN ORV

Visitors do not need to drive to expe-
rience the dunes.

• Guided dune rides: Mac Wood’s 
Dune Rides offers narrated tours 
through the dunes

• Pedestrian areas: Walkable dune 
sections within Silver Lake State 
Park

• Lighthouse & shoreline: Scenic 
viewpoints and quieter access along 
Lake Michigan

ACCESSIBILITY OPTIONS
The dunes can still be experienced by 

visitors with mobility considerations.

• Guided rides: Mac Wood’s Dune 
Rides provides seated access into 
the dunes with staff assistance

• Accessible viewing areas: Parking 
and overlook points within Silver 
Lake State Park

• Lighthouse grounds & beach 
access: Offer stable surfaces and 
wide views

CONSIDERATIONS
• Loose sand limits mobility outside 

designated areas
• Weather and crowds can impact 

access

WHO OPERATES IN THE DUNES?
• Mac Wood’s Dune Rides is the pri-

mary authorized operator providing 
guided rides within the ORV area

Other businesses may rent ORVs, 
but visitors operate independently and 
must follow all park regulations.

QUICK TIP
Stop at the Silver Lake Sand 

Dunes Visitor Center on N. 
Comfort Drive in Hart for maps, 
conditions and current access 
information before heading to 
the dunes.

PLAN YOUR VISIT: SILVER LAKE SAND DUNES
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SILVER LAKE
• A lake shaped by glaciers and 

dunes. Silver Lake formed after 
the Wisconsin Glaciation, when 
retreating ice left low areas that 
fi lled with water. Wind later built 
a dune ridge that separated it from 
Lake Michigan.

• A perched coastal lake. The 
lake sits just inland from Lake 
Michigan, divided by dunes but still 
infl uenced by coastal processes.

• Mid-sized and accessible. At rough-
ly 690 acres with about four miles 
of shoreline, it supports boating and 
fi shing while remaining relatively 
compact.

• Relatively shallow. With a maxi-
mum depth of about 20 to 25 feet, 
the lake warms more quickly than 
deeper inland lakes.

• Frequently mixing waters. The lake 
mixes regularly rather than forming 
strong thermal layers, affecting 
oxygen levels and aquatic life.

• Productive ecosystem. The lake 
supports abundant plant growth and 
a diverse fi shery.

• Groundwater-fed. Much of the 
lake’s water supply comes from 
groundwater and tributaries such as 
Hunter Creek.

• A diverse fi shery. Common species 
include largemouth bass, bluegill, 

northern pike, walleye and yellow 
perch.

• Water levels are regulated. The lake 
operates under legally established 
levels with local oversight.

• Long-established shoreline devel-
opment. Much of the lakefront is 
lined with cottages and seasonal 
homes, refl ecting decades of recre-
ational use.

MEARS
• Gateway to the lakeshore. Mears 

serves as a primary access point for 
visitors to Silver Lake and nearby 
Lake Michigan beaches.

• Home to Little Sable Point Light-
house. Built in 1874, the lighthouse 
is a well-known landmark along 
this stretch of Lake Michigan.

• Highly seasonal community. 
Activity and population increase 
signifi cantly during the summer 
tourism season.

• Rooted in agriculture. Surrounding 
farmland produces apples, aspara-
gus and other crops central to the 
local economy.

• Longstanding tourism base. 
Visitor-oriented businesses have 
operated in the area for generations.

HART
• County seat of Oceana County. 

Hart serves as the governmental 
and commercial hub for the region.

• Known for asparagus production. 
The area’s agricultural identity is 
highlighted annually during the 
National Asparagus Festival.

• Home to John Gurney Park. The 
park overlooking Hart Lake is a 
central community gathering space 
dating to the early 20th century.

• Tin Man-inspired sculpture refl ects 
the city’s name. A downtown sculp-
ture resembling the Tin Manfrom 
the Wizard of Oz —with a red 
heart—serves as a visual play on 
“Hart” and is a recognizable local 
landmark.

• Home of the Oceana County Fair. 
The fairgrounds host one of the re-
gion’s longstanding annual events.

• Hart Lake anchors the city. The in-
land lake and surrounding parkland 
provide a focal point for recreation 
within the community.

GOLDEN TOWNSHIP 
(SILVER LAKE AREA)
• The township surrounding Silver 

Lake. Much of the lake shoreline 
and surrounding development lies 
within Golden Township.

• About 1,600 year-round residents. 
The permanent population is mod-

est but expands signifi cantly during 
peak tourism months.

• Established in 1866. The township 
was formed as settlement spread 
through Oceana County.

• Mixed land use. The area includes 
year-round homes, seasonal cottag-
es, campgrounds and resort-style 
properties.

• No traditional downtown. Business-
es are spread along key corridors 
rather than centered in a single 
district.

• Infrastructure shaped by seasonali-
ty. Roads and services are designed 
to accommodate large summer 
populations.

• Regional reliance. Residents and 
visitors depend on nearby Mears for 
services and Hart for government, 
schools and commerce.

REGIONAL NOTES
• Four communities, one destination. 

Visitors move between Silver Lake, 
Golden Township, Mears and Hart 
for lodging, recreation and services.

• Agriculture and tourism intersect. 
Active farmland exists alongside a 
strong seasonal visitor economy.

• Seasonal contrast is sign ifi cant. 
Summer brings peak activity; 
winter is quieter.

Silver Lake, Mears, Hart and Golden Township

Did You Know?



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SALES:
TOYS-N-MORE STORAGE 231-742-8676

TOY BOX STORAGE SUITES 231-742-8447
OR TEXT DENNIS AT 616-498-9768

www.parknstorellc.com

Toy Box
Storage Suites

2440 N. 64th Ave., Hart, MI
25’x50’

Boats, Buggies, Cars, RVs, and More!
Condominium Storage Unit for Sale

Toys-N-More Storage
3455 W. Monroe,  Hart, MI

30’x50’    •  25’x50’   •   50’x50’

Under Construction -Under Construction -
More Units ComingMore Units Coming

GET IN BEFORE
THEY ARE GONE!

• Large Door Opening
• Tall Ceiling
• Electricity and Fully Lined

• Customizable for Climate
Control and Epoxy Floors

• Mini Split with
A/C & Heat

• Make your ultimate
Mancave or Workshop

• Upgrade
• Epoxy Floors
• Car Lifts
• Lofts
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Where 
Wind, 
Water 

and Time 
Shaped a

Silver 
Lake: 

Destination
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Along the eastern edge of Lake 
Michigan, where shifting 
dunes rise between open wa-

ter and a quiet inland lake, Silver Lake 
tells a story that stretches far beyond 
its reputation as a summer playground. 
It is a place shaped first by nature, then 
by necessity, and ultimately by genera-
tions of people drawn to its uncommon 
landscape.

Silver Lake itself is the product of 
long-term geological forces. Following 
the last Ice Age, glaciers from the 
Wisconsin Glaciation retreated roughly 
10,000 to 12,000 years ago, leaving 
behind depressions in the landscape 
and vast deposits of sand and sedi-
ment. Meltwater filled these low-lying 
areas, forming early inland lakes. 
Over time, strong prevailing winds off 
Lake Michigan pushed sand inland, 
gradually building a dune ridge along 
the shoreline. That ridge eventually 
cut off a portion of water from Lake 
Michigan, isolating it and forming 
what is now Silver Lake.

The result is what geologists describe 
as a perched coastal lake—a body of 
water sitting just inland from a Great 
Lake, separated by dunes but still shaped 

by the same natural systems. Even today, 
the landscape remains dynamic: wind 
continues to move the dunes, groundwa-
ter feeds the lake, and sediment slowly 
alters its shoreline and depth.

Long before cottages lined the shore-
line or vehicles traced paths across 
the sand, the area that would become 
Silver Lake was part of the seasonal 
lifeways of the Odawa (Ottawa) 
people. The lake, forests and dunes 
offered fish, game and travel corridors 
along the Lake Michigan coast. The 
terrain itself—defined by water, sand 
and movement—shaped how people 
lived here long before it became a 
destination.

By the mid-1800s, that same land-
scape began to draw a different kind 
of attention. As Oceana County was 
organized and settled, dense stands of 
pine made the area part of Michigan’s 
booming lumber economy. Logging 
camps and small settlements emerged, 
and waterways became working corri-
dors, moving timber out and supplies 
in. The work was demanding and often 
temporary, but it established the first 
lasting communities in places like 
Mears and Hart.

When the timber was gone, the 
land—and the people connected to 
it—adapted again. Farming took root 
in some areas, but it was the shoreline 
that hinted at a different future. By 
the early 20th century, visitors began 
arriving not to extract resources, but to 
experience them. Families built modest 
cottages. Resorts and campgrounds 
appeared. The same dunes that once 
stood as obstacles became attractions, 
and the lake became a place for swim-
ming, boating and summer gatherings.

A defining symbol of that transition 
stands at the water’s edge: Little Sable 
Point Lighthouse. Completed in 1874, 
its brick tower has guided ships along 
Lake Michigan for more than a cen-
tury. Today, it also serves as a visual 
anchor between the area’s maritime 
past and its tourism-driven present.

By the mid-20th century, Silver 
Lake’s identity took on a new di-
mension—one that would set it apart 
from nearly every other shoreline 
community in the Midwest. Visitors 
began driving across the dunes, first 
informally and then as a recognized 
activity. What started as experimenta-
tion grew into a defining feature of the 

region, eventually formalized within 
Silver Lake State Park.

Today, the park’s ORV area is one of 
the only places in the country where 
vehicles can legally traverse open 
dunes along a Great Lake. The sight of 
jeeps and off-road vehicles climbing 
sandy ridges has become as iconic as 
the lighthouse itself, drawing thou-
sands of visitors each year and shaping 
a local economy built around recre-
ation, rentals and seasonal tourism.

Despite that energy, the deeper 
rhythm of Silver Lake remains tied 
to its natural origins. The dunes still 
shift. The shoreline still changes. And 
beyond the busiest months, the same 
landscape that once supported logging 
crews and Indigenous communities 
returns to a quieter state—wind mov-
ing across open sand, water stretching 
toward the horizon.

Silver Lake’s history is not defined 
by a single era, but by its ability to 
evolve without losing the elements that 
made it distinct in the first place. It is 
a place where industry gave way to 
recreation, where geography dictated 
opportunity—and where the forces that 
created it are still at work today.

Destination



THE

Pentwater Historical Society Museum

85 S. Rutledge  •  www.pentwaterhistoricalsociety.org • phstours@pentwaterhistoricalsociety.org

We’re open June through October,
Tuesday-Fridays 1-4 p.m.

Saturdays 10-4 p.m.

Voted the “Best Thing”
to do on a Rainy Day...

THE PRESIDENTIAL YACHT SEQUOIA HAS DOCKED
We invite you to see her, our newest museum exhibit. Hear the stories 
of glitz, sequins and cigars…of history making President’s… Hoover, 
Roosevelt, Kennedy and Nixon who boarded her to get away, to make 
major decisions for our nations future, during times of war and peace.

Yes, you will learn of a time when the men and women of immense 
power gathered on her decks to guide our nation through those 
important moments which changed history. We are extremely proud 
that the PHS Museum is the owner of this artifact, the only exact 
model of the Sequoia Presidential Yacht in existence, and we are proud 
to share the story it played in our nations history with our visitors. An 
exhibit which we believe you too, will find outstanding.

So we invite you to visit our ship. The Sequoia, that legendary boat 
from times past. Yes, we possess her, we own her, our own 104” model 
of white, mahogany, brass, pomp, and circumstance. That grand yacht 
which captured the hearts, the imagination of our villagers, who viewed 
her majestically entering our tiny Harbor that summer day of 84’.

So come to the museum…See this magnificent vessel up close.
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The place names across the 
Silver Lake area refl ect a 

mix of descriptive geography 
and individuals tied to early 
settlement, based on widely 

cited historical accounts and 
regional references.

SILVER LAKE
“Silver Lake” is a descriptive 

name, drawn from the lake’s 
refl ective appearance under 
certain light conditions. This 
follows common 19th-century 
naming patterns based on visi-
ble landscape features. Federal 
records such as the Geographic 
Names Information System 
confi rm the offi cial name, 
though not the origin.

MEARS
Mears was established in 

1873 and is named for Charles 
Mears, a lumber entrepreneur 
whose operations helped drive 
early development along the 
Lake Michigan shoreline. This 
attribution is consistently sup-
ported in historical summaries 
and regional references and is 
considered well documented.

HART
 The city of Hart, county seat 

of Oceana County, is widely 
associated with early settler 
Joseph Hart. The attribution 
appears in county histories and 
local accounts but lacks a sin-
gle defi nitive primary-source 
citation. As a result, it is best 
framed as a traditional or 
widely accepted naming origin 
rather than a conclusively 
documented one.

Names & Origins — Silver Lake, 
Mears and Hart



Mears Service Center 

specializes in full-service 

auto repair. Since 1988, 

Mears Service Center has 

provided the residents of  

Mears, and the surrounding 

area with extraordinary 

auto repair services. Give 

us a call, or schedule an 

appointment online today!

SUPERIOR AUTO SERVICES
Mears Service Center provides exceptional auto repair services like 
Auto Repair, Tire and Alignment Service, and more. We take great 
pride in doing quality work and standing behind the work we do.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
Our auto repair shop in Mears is capable of  servicing all makes and 
models. We only do the work that is needed to fix your problem. Oil 
changes to Overhauls! We do it all including dealer level diagnostics.

EVERY JOB IS PERSONAL
For reliable, quality, expert automotive repair and personal, friendly 
customer service, look no further than Mears Service Center.

DIGITAL WORKFLOW
We have invested in the latest auto repair tools and diagnostic 
software that is specially tailored for the software in your vehicle.

FLEET SERVICES AT MEARS SERVICE CENTER
Complete Diesel Repair

7282 W Fox Rd, Mears, MI 49436 | (231) 873-4638 | www.mearsservicecenter.com

They trust 
us, you 

should too!
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8438 W. Silver Lake Rd.
 Mears, MI 

(231) 613-2751

Best Coffee 
and

Doughnuts
in Silver Lake

Golden BakeryGolden Bakery, LLC

Complete Collision Service

Mike’s Auto Body
HART,  MI   231-873-3041

mikesautobody7@frontier.com

RECURRING EVENTS:
PENTWATERS FARMERS MAR-

KET (JUNE-SEPTEMBER) – 
Mondays & Thursdays – 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m., Village Green

NEW ERA FARMERS MARKET 
(June-September) – 2nd + 4th 
Tuesday – 4 - 7 p.m., New Era 
Christian Reformed Church

PENTWATER CIVIC BAND CON-
CERTS – Thursdays (June 25 
- August 27) – 7:30 - 8:30 p.m., 
Village Green

MAY 15

MAC WOODS DUNE RIDES 
Opening Day, 629 N. 18th Ave., 

Mears
LEWIS ADVENTURE FARM AND 

Zoo Opening Day, 4180 M-20, 
New Era

THRIFT AND GIFT CRAWL, 
downtown Hart

MAY 16

THRIFT AND GIFT CRAWL, 
downtown Hart

MAY 17

BIDS AND SIPS FOR Scholarships 
and more, 2 - 5 p.m., Park Place, 
750 N. Rush St., Pentwater

EVENTS CALENDAR Silver Lake/Oceana Area



Old traditions &Old traditions &
new directionsnew directions

5582 Madison Road, Pentwater, MI 49449 • (231) 869-6411 • Patterson-marine.com

CLEAN SELF STORAGE, VERY CLOSE TO TOWN
A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!A few storage units are now available!

• Indoor and outdoor boat storage
• Decades of sailing and boat repair experience
• Boat moorings
• 3D printing and CNC routing
• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems
• & More
• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems• Underwater mapping and Geographic Information Systems

5170 W. POLK RD. HART • WWW.OCEANA-AUTO.COM
HART  231-873-3500 • LUDINGTON  231-843-6500

WE WANT YOUR
SCRAP METAL

Scale In, Unload,
Scale Out, Get Paid!
20 Lbs. or 2,000 Ton

We Are Ready SERVING MASON & OCEANA COUNTIES

•  LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE TOWING
•  24/7/365 TOWING & ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
•  LARGEST SCRAP STEEL/AUTO BUYERS IN THE AREA
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MAY 25

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE, 10 - 
11 a.m., downtown Pentwater

MAY 28 - 31

10TH ANNUAL SILVER LAKE 
Sand Dunes Jeep Invasion, 8501 
Silver Lake Rd., Mears

JUNE 7

START OF SUMMER PARTY, 5 - 7 

p.m., Village Green, 327 S. Han-
cock St., Pentwater

JUNE 12

NATIONAL ASPARAGUS FESTI-
VAL KICKOFF Party, 7:30 p.m., 
Oceana County Fairgrounds, 1025 
S. State St., Hart

JUNE 13

PENTWATER GARAGE SALES, 8 
a.m. - 5 p.m., Pentwater Area

NATIONAL ASPARAGUS FESTI-
VAL, HART

HART HERITAGE CAR SHOW, 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
570 Lincoln St., Hart  

ASPARAGUS FESTIVAL JOAN 
GLOVER Royal Parade, 2 p.m., 
State Street, Hart

FREE FISHING, FREE ORV Week-
end & Free State Park Admission

JUNE 14

NATIONAL ASPARAGUS FESTI-
VAL, HART

FREE FISHING, FREE ORV Week-
end & Free State Park Admission

JUNE 17

DAVE MARTIN – NIGHT at the 
Lights Concert Series, 7 p.m., Little 
Sable Point Lighthouse, 287 N. 
Lighthouse Dr., Mears

JUNE 20

SPRING FEST ARTS AND Crafts 
Show, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Village 
Green, 231 S. Hancock St., Pent-
water

MEARS MUSEUM AND HISTORI-
CAL Park opens, Mears

JUNE 21

SPRING FEST ARTS AND Crafts 
Show, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Village 
Green, 231 S. Hancock St., Pent-
water

JUNE 25

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

JUNE 27

TACOS AND TREK 2026, 11:30 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Pentwater Hart 
Trail, 231 S. Hancock St., Pentwater

HART COMMUNITY GARAGE 
SALE, Hart area

COUNTRY DAIRY ICE CREAM So-
cial, 3476 S. 80th Ave., New Era

JULY 2

HART SPARKS FIREWORKS, 6 
- 11 p.m., Hart Commons, 49 S. 
State St., Hart

JULY 3

PENTWATER FIREWORKS, 8 - 
10:30 p.m., Charles Mears State 
Park, 400 W. Lowell St., Pentwater

JULY 4

THUNDER OVER THE DUNES 
Fireworks, 10:30 - 11 p.m., Silver 
Lake Sand Dunes, 8960 W. Fox Rd., 
Mears

JULY FOURTH YOUTH PARADE, 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m., downtown Pent-
water

LEWIS FARMS PRESENTS: RED, 
White and Blue Bash, 9 a.m., Lewis 
Adventure Farm and Zoo, 4180 W. 
M-20, New Era

JULY 5

STONY LAKES SPARKLER 5K, 8 
a.m., Stony Lake Inn, 4722 S. Sce-
nic Dr., Shelby

THE LAKE EFFECT SUMMER Art 
Show, 10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., 4189 
Scenic Dr., Shelby



Shop online
honeybee.gifts

Women’s Clothing • Jewelry • Baby Gifts

231-480-6644
478 S HANCOCK ST,

PENTWATER, MI 49449

Enewton
Varley
Rails
Quincy Mae
Barefoot Dreams
Rifle Paper & more

Thoughtfully Curated.
Purposely Bee-utiful

Open Year ‘Round • Reservations Recommended
www.ChannelLaneInn.com

231-869-5766
Just a short stroll to the village shops and beach!

SUITES and MOTEL
KITCHENETTES
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JULY 9

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

JULY 10

SHELBY CARVEPRIZE FESTIVAL, 
SHELBY

GOLDEN SANDS GLOW BASH, 
8 p.m., Golden Sands Golf and 
Bucket Bar, 2501 Wilson Rd., Silver 
Lake

JULY 11

61ST ANNUAL PENTWATER 
FINE Arts and Craft Fair, 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m., Village Green, 327 S. Han-
cock St., Pentwater

SHELBY CARVEPRIZE FESTIVAL, 
SHELBY

CHRISTMAS IN JULY: MARKER’S 
Market, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Up North 
Garden Center, 3960 W. Monroe 
Rd., Hart

GOLDEN SANDS GLOW BASH, 
8 p.m., Golden Sands Golf and 
Bucket Bar, 2501 Wilson Rd., Silver 
Lake

LITTLE MERMAID SPLISH 
SPLASH, 11 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., 
Lewis Adventure Farm and Zoo, 
4180 W. M-20, New Era

JULY 12

ST. JOSEPH AND ST. Vincent 75th 
Annual Ox Roast and Homecom-
ing, 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., 2380 W. 
Jackson Rd., Hart

JULY 16

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

JULY 17 - 18

HEROES ON THE DUNES, Val Du 
Lakes Bar and Grill Campground, 
1573 N. Wilson Rd., Mears

JULY 23

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

JULY 25

MEARS CRAFT SHOW, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Johnson Square, 5645-5671 
W Fox Rd, Mears

JULY 29

ERIC MICHAELS AND CHRIS 
Kennedy – Night at the Lights 
Concert Series, 7 p.m., Little Sable 
Point Lighthouse, 287 N. Light-
house Dr., Mears

JULY 30

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

JULY 31

THE FORMERS – HART Historic 
District Free Friday Night Concert 
Series, 7 - 8:30 p.m., 570 Lincoln 
St., Hart

AUGUST 1

C.O.V.E. BENEFIT BEACH WALK/
RUN, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m., Charles 

Mears State Park, 400 W. Lowell 
St., Pentwater

AUGUST 2

ST. JAMES CHICKEN DINNER, 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., St. James 
Episcopal Church, 82 S. Wythe St., 
Pentwater

AUGUST 6

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

AUGUST 7 - 8

BRONCO TAKEOVER, GOLDEN 
SANDS Golf and Bucket Bar, 2501 
Wilson Rd., Silver Lake

AUGUST 13

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart



DOWNTOWN HART   231-873-4069

Mexican Grocery Store  & Authentic
Mexican Restaurant

Take Out

Visit Our
Butcher Shop!

• Prepared meats 
• Fresh cuts of beef,

chicken, pork

Begin your journey
on finding

your place in the sun.
Let our team of experts help!

Over 35 years serving the
Silver Lake area.

Offices in
Hart, 907 S State Street - 231-873-3400

Pentwater, 279 S Hancock Street 231-869-5055
Silver Lake Kiosk, next to

Parkside Store - 231-873-2580
www.coldwellbankeranchor.com
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AUGUST 13 - 16

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION, 
DOWNTOWN PENTWATER

AUGUST 12

MEDICINE MEN – NIGHT at the 
Lights Concert Series, 7 - 8 p.m., 
Little Sable Point Lighthouse, 287 
N. Lighthouse Dr., Pentwater

AUGUST 15

FREE ORV WEEKEND
SHELBY FRUIT FESTIVAL, 12 - 4 

p.m., Shelby Township Park, 4101 
Buchanan Rd., Shelby

AUGUST 16

FREE ORV WEEKEND

AUGUST 20

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

AUGUST 21

PENTWATER SIDEWALK SALES, 
DOWNTOWN Pentwater

AUGUST 22

7TH ANNUAL OLD SCHOOL 
Buggy Meet, 12 - 4 p.m., Silver 
Lake Sand Dunes, 1765 N Lakev-
iew Dr, Mears

PENTWATER SIDEWALK SALES, 
DOWNTOWN Pentwater

AUGUST 25 - 29

OCEANA COUNTY FAIR, 1025 S. 
State St., Hart

AUGUST 27

MUSIC ON THE COMMONS, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m., Hart Historic District, 
Lincoln St., Hart

SEPTEMBER 11 - 12

23RD ANNUAL APPLE AND BBQ 
Festival, Golden Township Park at 
Silver Lake Sand Dunes, 8501 Sil-
ver Lake Rd., Mears

SEPTEMBER 18 - 19

LUMINOUS TRAIL – A Glow in 
the Park, 8 - 10:30 p.m., Charles 
Mears State Park, 400 W. Lowell 
St., Pentwater

SEPTEMBER 19

NEW ERA FALL FESTIVAL, 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m., New Era

PRINCESS AND SUPERHERO 
SPECTACULAR, 12 - 4 p.m., Lewis 
Adventure Farm and Zoo, 4180 W. 
M-20, New Era

SEPTEMBER 25

HARVEST DAY FESTIVAL, 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m., Pentwater

SEPTEMBER 26

FALL FEST ARTS AND Crafts 
Show, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Village 
Green, 231 Hancock St., Pentwater

GOLDEN SANDS STEINFEST, 
GOLDEN Sands Golf and Bucket 
Bar, 2501 N. Wilson Rd., Mears

SEPTEMBER 27

FALL FEST ARTS AND Crafts 
Show, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Village 
Green, 231 S. Hancock St., Pent-
water

LITTLE SABLE LIGHTHOUSE 
CLOSES for the season

SEPTEMBER 30

MAC WOODS DUNE RIDES Closes

OCTOBER 2

GOLDEN FAIR PARADE, DOWN-
TOWN Mears

OCTOBER 3

THE RIDE H.O.M.E – Rail Trail Bike 
Event, 9 a.m., 49 State St., Hart

ART WALK, 11 A.M. - 2 p.m., 
downtown Hart

SANDERSON SISTERS SPOOK-
TACULAR, 12 - 4 p.m., Lewis 
Adventure Farm and Zoo, 4180 W. 
M-20, New Era



4 Lincoln St., Hart
231-873-2216

LARSON & SON

Everything you need
in one store! NEW & USED BIKES AVAILABLE FOR SALE!

Open Tues. - Fri. 10 am-4 pm; Sat. 10 am-12 pm

The Wood Shed Bike ShopThe Wood Shed Bike Shop

www.WoodShedBikeShop.com        thewoodshedbikeshop@gmail.com

At the rail trail in Mears • 1669 N. 56th Ave.
For information & pick-up call 231-873-4338

Bicycle Sales & Service

SalesSales ServicesServices PartsParts• •

We SPECIALIZE in diagnosing E-Bikes
by a CEBA certified E-Bike technician
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OCTOBER 4

SANDERSON SISTERS SPOOK-
TACULAR, 12 - 4 p.m., Lewis 
Adventure Farm and Zoo, 4180 W. 
M-20, New Era

OCTOBER 10

OKTOBERFEST, DOWNTOWN 
PENTWATER

STOUT STUMBLE 5K WALK and 
Run, 10 a.m., Pentwater

OKTOBERFEST CLASSIC CAR 
AND Hot Rod Show, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m., downtown Pentwater

OCTOBER 24

SPOOKTACULAR, 12 P.M., VIL-
LAGE Green, 231 Hancock St., 
Pentwater

OCTOBER 31

PENTWATER TRICK OR TREAT-
ING, 5 - 7 p.m., Pentwater Village

NOVEMBER 1 - 30

SHORELINE HORSEBACK RIDING 
ON the dunes, Silver Lake Sand 
Dunes State Park, 8960 W. Fox Rd., 
Mears

NOVEMBER 7

VETERANS DAY 5K, GETTY Park, 
62 E. State St., Shelby

VETERANS DAY PARADE, DOWN-
TOWN Hart

NOVEMBER 27

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Lighted Parade and Tree Lighting, 
downtown Hart

NOVEMBER 28

3RD ANNUAL MERRY MARKET, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Up North Garden 
Center, 3960 W. Monroe Rd., Hart

SANTA ON THE GREEN, 5 p.m., 
Village Green, 231 Hancock St., 
Pentwater

HART AND PENTWATER SMALL 
Business Saturday

DECEMBER 15

FAT BIKING ON THE dunes starts, 
Silver Lake Sand Dunes, 8960 W. 
Fox Rd., Mears



Kasza Sugar BushKasza Sugar Bush

Kasza Sugar BushKasza Sugar Bush2500 W. Buchanan Rd.
Shelby, MI 49455

Find us on Facebook
For any questions
contact:
Samuel Kasza
231-742-1930

$10 OFF            
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OF $50 OR MORE

Pure Maple Syrup
and Maple Products

TOTAL EXCAVATING SERVICES
LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !LETS G ET ‘ E R D ON E !

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PO Box 413 • 8770 N. Oceana Dr., Pentwater

FREE ESTIMATES!  Visit MichiganDiggers.com

231-869-5928  •  FAX 869 - 4620

Shoreline Protection • Excavating • Helicoil Installation
Gravel & Sand • Dozer & Loader • Land Clearing

Basement Excavating

Ken AdAms & sonsKen AdAms & sons
EXCAVATINGEXCAVATING
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APPLE & BBQ FESTIVAL SIGNALS 
THE SHIFT TO FALL

One of the defining events of the sea-
son in Silver Lake is the annual Apple & 
BBQ Festival, a two-day celebration that 
blends harvest traditions with the area’s 
signature festival atmosphere.

In 2026, the festival is scheduled for 
Friday, Sept. 11 (2–9 p.m.) and Satur-
day, Sept. 12 (10 a.m.–8 p.m.), held at 
Golden Township Park near the Silver 
Lake Sand Dunes.

The event is free to attend, with no 
admission or parking fee, according to 
festival information.

The event features food vendors, a 
large craft show, live entertainment and 
family activities. The Silver Lake Sand 
Dunes Area Chamber of Commerce 
describes it as a two-day fall festival 
highlighting local food, crafts and enter-
tainment.

Food remains central to the experience. 
According to festival information, near-
ly 20 food trucks line the park, offering 
barbecue, apple-based desserts and a 
variety of festival favorites, along with 
beer, wine and other beverages served 
throughout the weekend.

A GROWING TRADITION
The Apple & BBQ Festival marks its 

23rd year in 2026, reflecting its evolu-
tion into one of Oceana County’s estab-
lished annual events.

According to festival organizers, pro-
ceeds from the event have supported 
community projects, including more 
than $20,000 in donations to Golden 
Township Park at the Silver Lake Sand 
Dunes. Organizers say this year’s char-
itable efforts will benefit the Crystal 
Valley Care Fund and United Way of 
the Lakeshore.

MORE THAN A FESTIVAL
 Today, the event serves as a seasonal 

pivot point, marking the transition from 
Silver Lake’s high-energy summer 
tourism to a slower, harvest-focused 
fall rhythm.

Set against the backdrop of the dunes 
and shoreline, the festival reinforces 
the area’s identity as a destination that 
extends beyond peak summer months, 
offering visitors a reason to return as the 
season changes.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Location
 

Golden Township Park, 8501 Sil-
ver Lake Road in Mears, near the 
Silver Lake Sand Dunes in Silver 
Lake.

Dates & times
 

Friday, Sept. 11 (2–9 p.m.)
 Saturday, Sept. 12 (10 a.m.–8 p.m.)

Admission
 

Free admission and parking.

Schedule & details
 

For the most up-to-date entertain-
ment schedule, event details and 
registration information, visit ap-
plebbqfestival.com or follow the 
festival on Facebook.

Nearby events
 

Some festival activities — includ-
ing the Apple A Day 5K and the 
Chicken Shack Classic Auto & 
ORV Show — take place at near-
by locations in the Silver Lake and 
Mears area.

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
Apple & BBQ Festival

 A two-day fall festival featuring 
food vendors, craft booths, live 
entertainment, a beer and wine tent 
and family activities. According to 
festival information, nearly 20 food 
trucks line the park offering barbe-
cue, apple desserts and a variety of 
festival foods.

Chicken Shack Classic Auto 
& ORV Show

 
Saturday, Sept. 12

A featured event presented by the 
Hart Athletic Boosters, showcasing 
Jeeps, cars, trucks and off-road ve-
hicles in a judged competition with 
multiple award categories.

Homemade Apple Pie Contest

Saturday, Sept. 12
A festival tradition featuring two 
age-based divisions: youth (ages 
7–13) and adult (ages 14 and up). 
Entries are judged on appearance, 
taste and consistency, with prizes 
awarded to top finishers.

Apple A Day 5K

Saturday, Sept. 12
 A non-timed morning run/walk be-
ginning at 9 a.m. near Mac Wood’s 
Dune Rides, offering an active start 
to the festival day.

Live Music & Demonstrations

Live performances and hands-on 
demonstrations — such as chain-
saw carving and blacksmithing 
— as featured in previous years, 
are typically part of the weekend 
lineup.

Family Activities

Kid-friendly attractions — includ-
ing face painting, petting zoos 
and pony rides — as featured in 
previous years, help create a fam-
ily-friendly environment.

Craft Show & Vendors

According to festival information, 
the craft show features more than 
140 vendors set along a closed 
roadway near the festival grounds, 
offering handcrafted goods, baked 
items and locally grown products.

Where Apple & BBQ 
are celebrated 

Two-day event blends food, music, community traditions and fall flavors



By the numbers
 23rd year of the festival in 2026
 Nearly 20 food trucks
 140+ craft and vendor booths

 2 days of events and activities
 $20,000+ donated to Golden 

Township Park

Where Apple & BBQ 
are celebrated 



871 W. Jackson Rd.               Hart, MI 49420               231.873.5437
Phillip Lundberg
Owner/Operator

Serving Mason & 
Oceana Counties

• SALES  • SERVICE 
• SPRING STARTUP 
• WINTERIZATION

Serving Mason & 

www.oceanairrigation.com
OceanaIrrigationSystems@gmail.com

R

BC    

BC    

Pasta, Pizza, Subs, Wings & More
Lunch Bu�et* Every Day 11-2!
*Senior Citizen Discount Available

Online Ordering Available

231-873-5555
www.bc.pizza · 2327 N. Comfort Dr., Hart

Professional Damage
Restoration and

Remodeling Services

Free Estimates on
All Remodeling Services

4593 W. US 10, LUDINGTON, MI
231-690-7010

 www.wedryit.info

Serving Grand Rapids
to Manistee

Count on Us for All Your
Restoration Needs

We offer complete damage
restoration services.

From fire damage restoration to
water damage restoration

OCEANA COUNTYOCEANA COUNTY
Medical Medical CareCare Facility Facility

701 E. Main St. • Hart, MI 49420
(231) 873-6600 • www.oceanamcf.org

• Inpatient Skilled
Nursing and Rehabilitation

• Margaret D. Fuehring
Memory Care Unit

• Outpatient Rehabilitation
& Aquatic Center

• Community Wellness Center



FULL MENU
FULL BAR

LUNCH & DINNER
S • P • E • C • I • A • L • S

2 LOCATIONS
278 S. HANCOCK - PENTWATER    231-869-5444 • 147 MICHIGAN - SHELBY   231-861-5014

Home of the Notorious

Bear Burger”
TAKE-OUT • CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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OFF-ROAD
VEHICLEVEHICLE

RENTALS!RENTALS!RENTALS!
Explore the Silver Lake Sand Dunes with

us and enjoy the views of Lake Michigan!

JOIN US FOR OUR GUIDED JOIN US FOR OUR GUIDED 
SUNSET TOURSSUNSET TOURS

Register by 6 pm Register by 6 pm the day of your tourthe day of your tour
231-923-2455231-923-2455

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears, MI 49436 | silverbackoffroad.com
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