
� ft Guide
� ft GuideH� idayH� iday
� ft GuideH� iday

BOGOBOGO
6060%%

OFFOFF

Store-
wide
thru 

Dec. 23, 
2025

123 E. Ludington Ave.

843-3734

Ludington Daily News
Wednesday, November 26, 2025



2  | LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE     |    NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2025

Visit our website for events at masoncountymihistory.org

Find a gift for that special
person at the Mason County
Emporium and Sweet Shop!

Mon.-Thurs.
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Fri. & Sat.
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Downtown Ludington

Memberships also make great
gifts and come with unlimited
admission to both museums

25% off storewide
on Fridays and Saturdays in December

CLOSED DECEMBER 24 - JANUARY 4

2323 West US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI
carterlumber.com    231-757-9000   

2323 West US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI
carterlumber.com    

Deck Your Halls
with Stunning
Kitchens & 
Floors!
Transform your home with 
our exquisite selection of 
cabinet & flooring options - 
where style meets function.

Deck Your Halls

Allyson Prince
Kitchen Designer

Tamara Carter
Flooring Specialist
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LUDINGTON — Downtown 
Ludington will celebrate the 
start of the Christmas season 
with the annual Aglow on the 
Avenue parade on Saturday, 
Nov. 29, an evening tradition 
that draws families downtown 
for lights, music and the arrival 
of Santa.

The parade begins at 6 p.m., 
traveling east along Ludington 
Avenue between Gaylord Av-
enue and Harrison Street. The 
familiar route is expected to be 
packed with families, many of 
whom will already be downtown 
for Small Business Saturday 
shopping and holiday activities.

Last year’s parade brought 
crowds lining the avenue to 
watch lighted floats, community 
groups and marching perform-
ers make their way through 
downtown. Children gathered 

candy tossed from passing en-
tries and chased bubbles drift-
ing across the parade route. The 
Ludington Band added to the 
festive energy with holiday fa-
vorites, and cheers rose as Santa 
appeared at the end of the line-
up, waving to excited onlookers.

Following the parade, the com-
munity traditionally gathers at 
Legacy Plaza for the Downtown 
Ludington tree lighting — a high-
light of the evening that blends 
music, lights and family photo 
moments. Last year, choir mem-
bers led carols as the tree illu-
minated the plaza and children 
lined up for a visit with Santa.

This year’s Aglow on the Av-
enue is expected to bring the 
same holiday spirit as families 
welcome the season together. 
For more information, call 231-
845-0324.

Aglow on the Avenue to usher in holiday season Nov. 29

Shop Sanders Meats this holiday
for the perfect gift box or basket!

LOCATED IN CUSTER, MI  |  231-757-4768  |  www.sandersmeats.com

HAMS  •  BACON  • BRATS  •  HOT DOGS
CHEESE  •  BURGER  •  SAUSAGE  •  JERKY

SUMMER SAUSAGE  •  SMOKED MEATS
SNACK STICKS  •  RIBS

HOURS: Monday - Saturday  8am - 5pm

Make Sanders Meats part of your holiday

FAMOUS FAMILY RECIPES

     tradition with a Sanders original
                       ham for your holiday dinner.

Shop Sanders Meats this holidayShop Sanders Meats this holiday
for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!
Shop Sanders Meats this holidayShop Sanders Meats this holidayShop Sanders Meats this holidayShop Sanders Meats this holiday
for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!for the perfect gift box or basket!

100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years100 Great Years



4  | LUDINGTON DAILY NEWS / HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE     |    NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2025

Festive Florals Festive Florals 
for the

seasons of giving
Centerpieces • Flower Arrangements

Wreaths • Gift Items
5734 US 10, Ludington
(Next to Little Caesars)

843-7073

Donna Knudsen, Owner and Designer
Jay Irwin, Manager, Designer,

Wedding Consultant
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Holiday concerts, performances fill 
calendars in Mason, Manistee counties

BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI
FOR THE DAILY NEWS

The holiday season across Mason and 
Manistee counties will be filled with 
music, theater, parades and community 
traditions as local schools, colleges, arts 
organizations and churches present 
concerts and special events throughout 
December. From Victorian celebrations 
and classical ballet to kindergarten win-
ter programs and a Scandinavian Christ-
mas open house, the region’s stages and 
historic venues will offer something for 
every age.

Below is a roundup of confirmed per-
formances for the 2025 holiday season.

MASON COUNTY
Stage Left Theatre Company – 

“’Twas the Night Before Christmas”
Nov. 29, 2 p.m. | Ludington Area Cen-

ter for the Arts
Stage Left brings Ken Ludwig’s hol-

iday comedy to the LACA stage. The 
family-friendly production features a 
youth cast. Tickets are $5 per person or 
$15 per family.

LHS Choirs at Aglow on the Avenue
Nov. 29, 6:30 p.m. | Downtown Lud-

ington
Ludington High School choir mem-

bers will join the festivities during the 
Aglow on the Avenue tree-lighting and 
parade.

Michigan Mandolin Orchestra Holi-
day Concert

Dec. 6, 7:30–9:30 p.m. | LACA
A full mandolin orchestra performs a 

seasonal program. Tickets are $15 early, 
$20 advance and $25 at the door.

WSCC Holiday Rock Spectacular IV
Dec. 6 at 2 and 8 p.m.; Dec. 7 at 2 and 

6 p.m. | WSCC Center Stage Theater
The seasonal favorite returns with 

multiple showtimes and a high-energy 
holiday rock production.

Ludington Elementary School – Kin-
dergarten Winter Music Program

Dec. 9 and 10, 7 p.m. | LES Gymnasi-
um

Kindergarten students present their 
two-night winter concert for families 
and the community.

WSCC Wind Symphony & Drumline
Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m. | Manistee High 

School Auditorium
The WSCC Wind Symphony and 

Drumline present their holiday-season 
performance at Manistee High School.

WSCC Choir Concert
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. | WSCC Center 

Stage Theater
The WSCC Choir performs its annual 

winter concert.

WSCC Jazz Ensemble I & II
Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. | WSCC Center 

Stage Theater
The college’s jazz ensembles offer a 

seasonal program to close out the se-
mester.

MANISTEE COUNTY
Manistee Choral Society – Victorian 

Christmas Concert
Dec. 4, 7 p.m. | First Congregational 

UCC, Manistee
Presented during the Victorian Sleigh-

bell Weekend, the community choir per-
forms traditional holiday selections. A 
free-will offering is accepted.

“The Nutcracker” – Ramsdell Region-
al Center for the Arts

Dec. 5–6, 7:30 p.m. | Ramsdell The-
atre

The classic two-act ballet features 
more than 150 regional performers. 
Tickets range from $10 to $30.

Victorian Murder Mystery
Dec. 5, 7:30–10 p.m. | Ramsdell Ball-

room
A Victorian-era immersive perfor-

mance with hors d’oeuvres and period 
ambiance. Tickets are approximately 
$70 per person or $135 per couple.

Holiday Magic Show – The Vogue 
Theatre

Dec. 6, 2–4 p.m. | The Vogue, Man-
istee

A family-friendly magic show present-
ed as part of Sleighbell Weekend. Free 
admission.

Manistee Area Public Schools – Holi-
day Band Concerts

Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m. — 5th and 6th grade
Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. — Grades 7–12
Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. — Makeup date, if 

needed
Concerts are held at Manistee’s mid-

dle/high school campus.

Old Kirke Museum – Scandinavian 
Christmas Open House

Dec. 6 (Sleighbell Weekend), typi-
cally 11 a.m.–2 p.m. | 304 Walnut St., 
Manistee

Inside the historic 1868 Danish Lu-
theran church, visitors will find Scan-
dinavian-style Christmas trees, a “Tiny 
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1 1/4 mile North of Ludington Ave. on Jebavy 2 miles
East on Rasmussen Rd/Hansen Rd, South side

Fraser Fir   •    Balsam Fir
Concolor Fir Concolor Fir •• Blue Spruce  Blue Spruce

Douglas FirDouglas Fir

Fraser Fir   Fraser Fir    Balsam Fir Balsam Fir

NICKELSON’S 
Fresh Cut Premium

Quality Christmas Trees
RETAIL

OPENSOPENS 
NNov. 28ov. 28thth !!

4075 Hansen Rd., Ludington4075 Hansen Rd., Ludington
(231) 843-8524  •  (616) 890-4085(231) 843-8524  •  (616) 890-4085

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook
 at  “Nickelson Christmas Trees” at  “Nickelson Christmas Trees”

Nautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical YarnNautical Yarn
Yarn, Needles,

Patterns, Accessories, 
Classes in our
Needle Arts

Studio and MORE!

108 S. Rath Ave., Ludington • 845-9868
or  Shop Online www.nauticalyarn.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Book MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook MarkBook Mark
Join us in our 

COFFEE LOUNGE
for delicious beveragesfor delicious beverages

Books, Magazines, Gifts,
Excellent Children’s

Books and Toys

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

201 S. Rath Ave., Ludington
843-2537 or  Shop Online
www.bookmarkludington.com

Towns and Trains” exhibit and tradi-
tional Scandinavian cookies. Free ad-
mission. (Event date and time will be 

confirmed when posted.)

Little River Casino Resort
Kenny G – Live in Concert: Dec. 6, 8 

p.m. | Little River Casino Resort Event 
Center

Grammy-winning saxophonist Kenny 
G brings a holiday-season performance 
to the resort’s 1,600-seat event center. 
Tickets are available through the casino 
box office; events are recommended for 
ages 18 and older.

OPEN MON.-THURS. 9-8 
FRI. & SAT. 9-9;  SUN. 10-7
3815 W. US 10, LUDINGTON
231-425-3797 
LUDINGTONMEATCOMPANY.COM

Holiday Hams 
are Here!
• Holiday Hams, Smoked

Turkeys & Prime Rib
• Charcuterie Grazing Spreads
• Wine & Beer
• Restaurant Dining

& Gift Certificates
• Gift Baskets
• Corporate Gifts
• Event Holiday Parties
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Deck the Halls With
Beautiful Vintage Decor

Visit us online for classes & new arrivals
Hours: Tues-Sat: 11am-6pm,  Sun: 12-4pm
172 Memorial Dr.,  Manistee  231-887-4222

5000 sq. ft. of artisan’s unique 5000 sq. ft. of artisan’s unique 
decor featuring over 50+decor featuring over 50+

Artisans, painters, reclaimedArtisans, painters, reclaimed
and vintage decor....and LOTS of giftand vintage decor....and LOTS of gift

giving ideas.....distributor of Rethunk Junk
by Laura Paint and classesby Laura Paint and classes

Visit us online for classes & new arrivals
Hours: Tues-Sat: 11am-6pm,  Sun: 12-4pm
172 Memorial Dr.,  Manistee  231-887-4222

giving ideas.....distributor of Rethunk Junkgiving ideas.....distributor of Rethunk Junk

REDEEMED

Holiday giving shines across Mason 
County as seasonal fundraisers return

The holiday season in Mason County 
is filled with lights, music and tradition 
— but it’s also a time when community 
generosity takes center stage. Several 
major December events will once again 
pair festive fun with meaningful impact, 
supporting children, families and non-
profit programs throughout the county.

Festival of Lights
The Ludington Area Festival of Lights 

will illuminate the Mason County Fair-
grounds in a drive-through display of 
synchronized lights, themed tunnels 
and oversized holiday figures.

For 2025, the show runs Nov. 27, 
Nov. 29–30, and Dec. 5–8, 12–15, 19–22 
and 26–29. Hours are 5:30–9 p.m. Sun-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and 

5:30–10 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. 
A per-vehicle admission supports local 
nonprofit organizations.

Festival of Trees
The third annual Festival of Trees, 

benefiting the United Way of Mason 
County, returns this December at Stix 
Bar Biergarten, 1963 N. Lakeshore Drive 
in Ludington.

Businesses, schools, nonprofits and 
community groups are invited to spon-
sor and decorate Christmas trees at the 
venue. Proceeds from sponsorships and 
public voting support United Way pro-
grams assisting families with housing 
stability, food access, early learning and 
emergency needs.

Tree decorating is scheduled Dec. 2–4 

Festival of Lights

231-844-9001
65 S. JEBAVY DR.
(formerly Larson Energy Solutions)
HOURS:  MON.-FRI. 10 AM-5 PM
CLOSED SAT. & SUN.

The best fire. The cleanest look. 
The largest view. It is TRUE. 
The most authentic masonry 
appearance available is here.

TRUE
DIRECT VENT GAS FIREPLACE

Home for
the Holidays 

– and Happily 
Heated

Warm hearts,
cozy fires, and

relaxation made 
easy right here
in Ludington
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Enjoy excellent food and christmas ambiance and
make this Christmas unforgettable! Share your vision

with us and we’ll create an event just for you!

GIFT CERTIFICATES • PRIVATE HOLIDAY PARTIES

GIVE US A CALL AT
(231) 723-8000 OR EMAIL US AT  

BUNGALOWMANISTEE@GMAIL.COM

from 11 a.m.–9 p.m. The festival opens 
with a kickoff concert on Thursday, 
Dec. 5, from 6–8 p.m. Public voting be-
gins the same evening and continues 
through Dec. 14, with each $1 donation 
counted as one vote. A community cel-
ebration and closing ceremony will be 
held Dec. 14, followed by tree takedown 
Dec. 15–17.

Community Foundation 
for Mason County Wish List

The Community Foundation for Ma-
son County’s Wish List is a holiday-sea-
son giving program that connects do-
nors directly with specific project needs 
submitted by local nonprofit organiza-
tions.

The Wish List can be viewed online 
at: mason-foundation.org/communi-
ty-wishlist.

The list includes requests across 
several funding levels—under $500, 
$500–$1,500 and above $1,500—and 
features projects supporting arts and 
culture, youth programs, community 

development, the environment and hu-
man services. Donors may contribute to 
one or several projects and are encour-
aged to note which Wish List item they 
are supporting when making a gift so 
the Foundation can update the status of 
funded needs.

Toys for Tots / Gifts for Teens
FiveCAP, Inc. has opened donation 

sites for the region’s Toys for Tots/Gifts 
for Teens program, which serves fami-
lies in both Mason and Manistee coun-
ties. New, unwrapped toys for ages 0–18 
can be donated at FiveCAP offices and 
participating businesses through early 
December.

FiveCAP Contact Information:
 • Scottville (Administrative & Mason 

County Office) — 302 N. Main Street, 
PO Box 37, Scottville, MI 49454; Phone: 
(231) 757-3785; Email: fivecap@fivecap.
org

 • Manistee County Office — 265 First 
Street, Manistee, MI 49660; Phone: (231) 
723-8327

In the most recent distribution, the 

program served 697 children across 
Mason and Manistee counties. The 2025 
distribution is expected mid-December, 
with exact dates to be announced.

A season rooted in community
Whether it’s driving through glowing 

displays, decorating trees for a cause, 

choosing an item from the Wish List 
or dropping off toys for local families, 
residents have multiple ways to give 
back this season. Organizers say these 
efforts reflect the community’s com-
mitment to supporting neighbors in 
need — a gift that lasts well beyond the 
holidays.
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Holiday Highs
and Happy Deals!

For use by individuals 21 years of age or older only. Keep out of reach of For use by individuals 21 years of age or older only. Keep out of reach of 
children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of 

marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

130 S. Main St., Scottville, MI

’Tis the season for good cheer
and great savings at Hempire Collective!

We’re lighting up the holidays 
with special deals and gift-

worthy goodies that’ll keep the 
spirits bright all season long.

Whether you’re shopping for 
yourself or spreading joy

to someone special,
you’ll find high-quality 

products at prices
worth celebrating. 􀀀􀀀

Hempire Collective - Where Holiday
Cheer Meets High Quality.

3843 W. Hwy. 10, Ludington  845-6597
www.safarisunbeauty.com

12 Days of Christmas12 Days of Christmas
SpecialsSpecials

Dec. 10th *Partial Highlight $100 *1/2 OFF SELECT HAIR PRODUCTS
Dec. 11th *Full Highlight $130 *Month Unlimited $42 Upgraded $75
Dec. 12th *Eyebrow Wax $15 *Spray Tan $30
Dec. 13th *3 Months Unlimited $130 Upgraded $200

*Keratin Smoothing Treatment $225
Dec. 15th *100 Minutes $32 *Brazilian Wax $65
Dec. 16th *5 Tanning Visits $30  Upgraded $42 *Retouch $75
Dec. 17th *1 Year Tanning $330 Upgraded $520 *Shellac $35
Dec. 18th *2 Months Unlimited $90 Upgraded $170 *All Wet Brushes $11 each
Dec. 19th *50% Off All Tanning Lotions (Reg. Price) *Olaplex Treatment $45
Dec. 20th *Spa Pedicure $42 *Vip Membershp $25
Dec. 22nd *5 Spray Tans $100 *All Hempsz Lotions $19
Dec. 23rd *FREE TANNING IN REGULAR BEDS!

*VIP MEMBERS GET FREE Upgrade
NOVEMBER 29  - SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Buy any of the 12 Days of Christmas Deals 

holiday baking
headquarters

WEST SHORE MARKET
DISCOUNT FOODS

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-6 PM; Sat. 9 AM-5 PM
850 W. US 10, SCOTTVILLE MI   |  757-9130

Stock up on qualityStock up on quality
essentials foressentials for

holiday baking!holiday baking!

Rolled and Quick Oats................ 99¢ Lb.
Dry Milk Powder ......................$4.49 Lb.
Crushed Chocolate
    Sandwich Cookies............... $5.49 Lb.
Evaporated Cane Juice ...........$1.59  Lb.
Sweetened Coconut ................$4.49 Lb.
Light Brown Sugar...................$1.69 Lb.
Local Honey..................... $19.69 3 Lbs.

White, Milk & Dark Chocolate
for all your Candy Making!

Candy Molds and
Candy Making Supplies

from Lorann Oils

Unwrap Adventure
This Holiday Season

Sales & Service
4413 W. US Hwy. 10, Ludington, MI

231-292-5768

Monday - Friday 10 AM - 6 PM

Whether it’s sleek, sporty,
or ready for snow –

your new ride is here!

Whether it’s sleek, sporty,

Unwrap Adventure
This Holiday Season

Whether it’s sleek, sporty,Whether it’s sleek, sporty,Whether it’s sleek, sporty,Whether it’s sleek, sporty,

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 1/2 TON

2017 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LS SUV

2014 RAM 1500 1/2 TON
LT 271 Crew 
Cab, 4-WD,

Deep Ocean 
Blue Metallic,
126,376 Miles

3.6L V6,
AWD, Silver 
Ice Metallic, 

111,035 
Miles

V6, 4-WD, 
Granite Crystal 

Metallic,
145,405 Miles

Outdoorsman
Crew Cab, 3.6L 

Flex Fuel V6, 4-WD, 
Prairie Pearl Coat,

131,838 Miles
$18,988 $13,988

$9,988

2017 RAM 1500 REBEL CREW CAB 1/2 TON

$18,988
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323 S. James St., Ludington, MI
artrocks323@gmail.com
www.artrocks323.com

• Showcasing over 30 Michigan
talented artists

• Fun art classes this winter
• Jewelry & gem classes coming soon
• Unique, handmade jewelry that makes a statement
• Conveniently located next to Victoria’s Jewelry

Own or give a beautiful
piece of art this holiday

ocks GalleryDazzle and Delight: Find Holiday Magic at Victoria’s Jewelry and Art Rocks Gallery

Ludington’s Diamond Destination

327  S. James St.
 Ludington, MI 49431

231-845-5257
Victoriasjewelry327@gmail.com

www.ludingtonjewelers.com

Dazzle and Delight: Find Holiday Magic at Victoria’s Jewelry and Art RDazzle and Delight: Find Holiday Magic at Victoria’s Jewelry and Art R
Let Your
Style Shine

QUALIFIED APPRAISALS
JEWELRY REPAIR ON PREMISES 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ENGAGEMENT &
WEDDING RINGS

Style ShineStyle ShineStyle Shine

Make this holiday 
season a little 
brighter for those 
in need. When you 
purchase angel 
pendant for only 
$15, we will donate 
the proceeds to 
the LAKE SHORE 
FOOD CLUB.
Thank you!

December Special!
Genuine White Sapphire Earrings

Only  
$99

Offer Valid through December 24th
Not valid with any other offers. While Supplies Last.

Reg. $150

Genuine White Sapphire Earrings

Offer Valid through December 24th
For over 40 years families have

trusted our team of jewelers.
 We are proud to serve our community and 

look forward to many more years!
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It takes a village to host an  
Old Christmas Weekend in Manistee

BY DAVID L. BARBER

MANISTEE – All the usual Christ-
mas characters will be at the Manistee 
Sleighbell Parade, beginning with Santa 
Claus, himself.

A giant, colorful nutcracker is again 
expected to join the parade on Dec. 6, 
as will Victorian dressed holiday char-
acters of all description, tiny elves, gi-

ant horses and so many more.
And of course, walking right up front 

will be Manistee Police Chief Josh Glass 
and Manistee County Sheriff Brian Gu-
towski, who will lead an army of law 
enforcement officers from city, county, 
state and tribal agencies, along with 
firefighters, first responders, citizen 
emergency responders, event volun-

teers and more who will collectively 
meet and greet the thousands of enthu-
siastic parader-goers who are expected 
to line River Street in downtown Man-
istee.

The parade will get pleasingly person-
al as it once again will deliver a con-
nection between parade walkers and 
parade watchers, which is always the 

holiday highlight of the festival that has 
been months in planning by Manistee 
city leaders, tourism and civic organiza-
tions, volunteers, and more.

“The Sleighbell Parade really is what’s 
best about our community,” said Gu-
towski. “It’s an event that brings our 
community, and residents from many 
other communities, together to show-
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case the unique character of Manist-
ee. There aren’t many events anymore 
that aren’t impacted by ever changing 
technology but the Sleighbell Parade 
is the exception. It’s an opportunity to 
step back in time and remember when 
things were simpler and less chaotic 
which is why I think it has such a wide 
draw.

“Since I was elected in November of 
2020, our local leaders in Public Safe-
ty have walked together and escort-
ed the tree through the parade. I have 
always viewed it as an opportunity to 
showcase one of the things we do best 
in Manistee which is to work together. 
As a small community, we rely on our 
assistance from our partners to make 

sure Manistee County is a safe place to 
live, work, and visit.

“Walking together in our local parade 
is an opportunity to show the commu-
nity the unity and shared commitment 
we have to serve them,” said Gutowski. 
“Aside from that, it’s really a great ex-
perience to walk down River Street and 
see so many familiar faces. In a world 

where it seems like there is always 
some sort of controversy or conflict, it’s 
a time when we can escape from that 
and have a shared positive experience.”

For 3 ½ decades the Manistee Victo-
rian Sleighbell Parade and Old Christ-
mas Weekend has been recognized far 
and wide for its charming, time-hon-
ored theme. Its parade features horse-
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drawn sleighs and wagons – no 
motorized vehicles are allowed 
– vendors cheerfully hand out 
chestnuts that are roasted over 
open fires, wandering musicians 
play spirit-churning music, and 
a giant Christmas tree is pulled 
through the center of town at the 
end of the parade during which 
the massive crowd falls in behind 
to where the tree is put in place. 
Once there, the crowd sings car-
ols, and watching fireworks.

This year’s festival will feature 
a Victorian Christmas Concert 
that will be held on Thursday, 
Dec. 4, at the First Congregational 
Church (time TBA); and a Cook-
ie Crawl the following day on 
Friday, Dec. 5, where visitors can 
purchase a cookie collection box 
and then stop by local businesses 
to gather specially designed and 
crafted signature cookies (only 
100 cookie boxes will be sold by 
freewill donation).

“The Manistee Sleighbell Festi-
val is, without question, a singular 
event in our community,” said 
Glass. “Since 2004, I have had the 
distinct privilege of experiencing 
this festival from several vantage 
points. For many years, my in-
volvement was operational, serv-
ing on the ground as a patrol offi-
cer. On a few occasions, I enjoyed 
the spectacle off duty, as a mem-
ber of the crowd. More recently, I 
have overseen our operation as a 
law enforcement leader.

“This progression has afforded 
me a comprehensive understanding 
of the event’s scale and its signifi-
cant community impact. I have par-
ticularly enjoyed the opportunity 
to interact with attendees, many of 
whom travel from across the state 
and make this an annual tradition.”

Glass said that regarding the pa-
rade itself, there are a few observa-
tions that consistently stand out.

You must witness it,” said Glass. 

“The atmosphere and scope of the 
festival are simply something that 
requires firsthand experience. A 
mere description cannot capture 
its full essence.”

Glass called the festival “... a 
true community effort.”

“It truly is the closest thing to a 
‘Hallmark movie’ experience – not 
just in terms of its festive, visual 
appeal, but also as an embodi-
ment of our community organiza-
tions coming together to create a 
unified, special weekend,” he said.

Saying the festival serves as 
“the season’s kick-off,” he added 
that “for many of us, the Manistee 
Sleighbell weekend serves as the 
official and beloved start of the 
Christmas season.”

“We look forward to ensuring 
another safe and successful festi-
val this year,” he said.

For more information on the 
festival go to manisteesleighbell-
parade.com
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231-425-9300
103 W. Loomis St., Ludington

Designs That DazzleDesigns That Dazzle
• GIA Graduate Gemologist and Appraiser
•	 Jewelry repair and restoration expert
• Redesign and Custom Jeweler on site
•	 Finely crafted heirloom quality jewelry
	 in gold and platinum
•	 Flexible private appointment scheduling

OPEN:
THURS, FRI,
11AM-6PM

SAT, 11AM-4PM

Manistee band
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Ludington readies for another 
bright New Year’s Eve celebration
Downtown ball drop named one of the nation’s best, plans return Dec. 31, 2025
LUDINGTON — As the final 

hours of 2025 tick down, down-
town Ludington will once again 
shimmer with lights, laughter 
and the glow of a six-foot, five-
inch ball ready to drop from the 
night sky.

The city’s signature New 
Year’s Eve Ball Drop — a lake-
shore tradition now gaining 
national attention — is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
2025, beginning at 9 p.m. in the 
heart of downtown at Luding-
ton Avenue and James Street. 
The celebration culminates with 
the illuminated ball’s descent 
at midnight and a burst of fire-
works to welcome the new year.

For now, organizers have list-
ed the date as tentative, but the 
energy surrounding the event 
is anything but uncertain. Each 
December, thousands of rev-
elers fill Legacy Plaza and the 
surrounding blocks, bundled 
in scarves and smiles, counting 
down together beneath a cas-
cade of 6,000 LED lights.

Visitors can expect familiar 
favorites: live DJ entertainment 
— in past years hosted by DJ 
Chris Bosse — plus outdoor 
heaters, a beverage garden, and 
downtown businesses keeping 
their doors open late for warm-
ups and quick bites. The event 
remains free to attend, drawing 
families, friends and visitors 
from across the region.

“It’s like Times Square, only 
friendlier,” is a common refrain 
heard among regulars who have 
made the Ludington ball drop 
their yearly ritual.

Safety is always part of the 
plan. Local sponsors and towing 
services once again anticipate 
offering free rides and tows 
through the Safe Rides Program 
to ensure everyone gets home 
safely after the celebration.

Ludington’s lakeshore count-

down has also earned a national 
spotlight. USA Today’s 10Best 
Readers’ Choice Awards named 
it America’s Best New Year’s Eve 
Drop in 2024, and the event is 
once again nominated for the 
2025 honor — the only Mich-
igan celebration among the 

finalists.
From the first note of music 

at 9 p.m. to the final flash of 
fireworks above downtown, 
the New Year’s Eve Ball Drop 
has become more than a party 
— it’s a community reunion at 
the close of each year. Whether 

you’re visiting for the first time 
or returning for another round 
of countdown cheers, Luding-
ton promises a warm welcome 
in the heart of winter.

For updates and lodging in-
formation, visit VisitLudington.
com or PureLudington.com.
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PICTURES
WITH SANTA!

SUNDAYS
2PM-4PM

HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP
S.S. Badger

STORE OPENS
NOV. 20

THUR-SAT 12PM-8PM
SUNDAYS 12PM-6PM

406 S. JAMES ST - NEXT TO JAMESPORT BREWING406 S. JAMES ST - NEXT TO JAMESPORT BREWING

PICTURES
WITH SANTA!

HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP
S.S. Badger
HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP
S.S. Badger
HOLIDAY POP-UP SHOP
S.S. Badger

SUNDAYS
2PM-4PM

STORE OPENS
NOV. 20

THUR-SAT 12PM-8PM
SUNDAYS 12PM-6PM
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HOLDAYLI
EVENTS

L A T E N I G H T S H O P P I N G : D E C . 4 , 1 1 , 1 8

C O O K I E W A L K : D E C E M B E R 1 3

W I N D O W D E C O R A T I N G C O N T E S T :
T H R O U G H D E C E M B E R 2 4

HOLDADAD YAYAL
Downtown Ludington

Downtown Ludington Businesses welcome you to shop and explore the difference
of shopping local this holiday season. For more about these events and more
happening downtown for the holidays, scan the QR code or visit:
DowntownLudington.org


