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Oceana County Fair: Where Traditions Grow

For more than 150 years, the Oceana County Fair has celebrated agriculture, family and community

The Oceana County Fair doesn’t begin
when the gates open.

It begins with the smell of fresh straw in
the livestock barns, the clatter of trailers
arriving with cattle, sheep, goats, rabbits
and horses, and volunteers putting the
finishing touches on exhibits that have
taken months to prepare. Soon, the aroma
of elephant ears, popcorn and grilled on-
ions drifts across the fairgrounds as the
midway comes alive with flashing lights,
laughter and the squeals of children expe-
riencing their favorite rides.

Inside the barns and exhibit halls,
judges carefully examine livestock, home-
grown produce, quilts, baked goods, pho-
tography, woodworking and hundreds
of other projects representing months
— and often an entire year — of prepara-
tion. Nearby, the sound of harness horses
on the track mingles with cheers from the
grandstand as fairgoers gather for tractor
pulls, demolition derbies and one of Mich-
igan’s oldest county fair traditions.

Now celebrating its 155th year, the
Oceana County Fair traces its roots to
1872, when the Oceana County Agricul-
tural Society organized the county’s first

agricultural fair. While carnival rides,
grandstand entertainment and favorite
fair foods have become part of the tradi-
tion, the fair’s heart remains the young
people whose livestock, exhibits and proj-
ects showcase months of dedication and
hard work.

For Kristen Bisard, fair week is about
much more than ribbons.

“Tt’'s making new friends and reuniting
with old friends,” she said. “It’s crock pots
full of food for anyone hungry, and coolers
of water that the kids get scolded for wast-
ing in water fights.”

The fair also has its emotional moments.

“It’s teary eyes when it’s time to say
goodbye to the animals kids have come to
love,” Bisard said.

Longtime 4-H member and Oceana
County Fair exhibitor Lillian Wasson
described fair week as the reward for
months of preparation.

“My favorite part of participating at the
fair is being able to show off the dedication
and effort I've put into my projects,” Was-
son said. “From early mornings working
with my animals to preparing exhibits and
decorations, it all leads up to fair week.”

For Sami Weesies, one of the fair’s
greatest rewards is watching young peo-
ple discover those same experiences.

“Our kids work on their projects year-
round, especially their animal projects,”
Weesies said. “Each animal has their own spe-
cial personality, and the kids definitely form a
special bond with them over the year.”

While livestock remains a cornerstone
of the fair, the Youth Exhibit Building also
showcases paintings, photography, wood-
working, sewing, baked goods, canned
foods, science projects and dozens of

other exhibits created by local youth.

“There are so many different activities
and opportunities available in the 4-H
program,” Bisard said. “There is some-
thing for everyone.”

Beginning Aug. 23, another generation
will add its own chapter to a tradition that
has brought Oceana County families to-
gether for more than a century and a half.

For Bisard, the fair is best summed up
in one sentence.

“There’s nothing quite like growing up
afair kid.”
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EXTENDED HOURS
EXTENDED SUPPORT

SUPPORT WHEN

YOU CANDOIT. IT MATTERS MOST

MOBILE CRISIS &

WE CAN H E LP " BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

URGENT CARE

PUEDES HACERLO. 1-800-992-2061
NOSOTRAS PODEMOS AYUDAR.

Hart
105 Lincoln St. West Michigan

231-873-2108 p MH
Baldwin Ludington

1090 N. Michigan Ave. 920 Diana. St.
231-745-4659 231-845-6294

Renew. Rebuild. Recover.
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10 Can't-Miss Fair Traditions

From livestock shows to grandstand excitement, here are 10 experiences that make the 155th Oceana County Fair a summer tradition

Meet the
4-H Exhibitors

The heart of the Oceana County Fair
is its youth. Watch livestock competi-
tions, visit with exhibitors and see the
dedication that goes into raising ani-
mals and completing projects through-
out the year.

Tour the Youth &
Educational Building

From photography and artwork to
baking, canning, sewing, woodworking,
flowers and science projects, the exhibit
building showcases the creativity and
talents of local youth and adult exhibi-
tors.

Cheeronthe
Large Market
Livestock Auction

One of the fair’s signature traditions
begins at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 27,
when local businesses, organizations
and community members bid in sup-
port of area youth. It’s more than an
auction—it’s a celebration of months of
hard work and dedication.

Watch the Harness
Horse Races

1931 N. 24th Ave., Mears

A longtime fair tradition, harness rac-
ing takes place at 4 p.m. Sunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday, with free grandstand

admission.

(atchthe
Grandstand Action

The grandstand features something
different throughout the week, in-
cluding the Bump-N-Run/Figure 8 on
Wednesday at 7 p.m., the Tom Oomen
Memorial West Michigan Pullers Tractor
Pull on Friday at 7 p.m. and the Demoli-
tion Derby on Saturday at 6 p.m.

Ride the
Midway

Elliott’s Amusements opens the mid-
way Tuesday at 5 p.m., followed by 2
p-m. Wednesday and Thursday and 1
p.m. Friday and Saturday. Wristband

Stayfor the
Fireworks

Following the midway’s opening day,
the Tuesday at dusk fireworks display
is one of the week’s favorite family tra-
ditions.

Jointhe
Ag Olympics

,—— O

s T v e,

Be lsterh 16! mthe da J(1f
gisterbyElumitheldayoyourtousy
MI49436 |

Kids 19 and younger are invited to
take part in the Ag Olympics at 1 p.m.
Saturday in the Large Arena. The event
features agriculture-themed games,
fun and prizes, making it a favorite for
young fairgoers.

Savor the
Fair Food

Whether it’s an elephant ear, fresh-
squeezed lemonade, popcorn or anoth-
er favorite fair treat, no trip to the fair is
complete without sampling the food.

Makea
Memory

Whether you're cheering on a young
exhibitor, reconnecting with neighbors,
introducing a child to the midway for
the first time or simply enjoying the
sights and sounds of the fairgrounds,
the best tradition of all is making mem-
ories that last long after fair week ends.

l?ulllllEIl SIINSET TOIIRS

231 923 2455
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Livestock Auction: Investing In the Next Generation

For more than 50 years, the Oceana County Fair’s livestock auction has rewarded hard work while investing in local youth

BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

For many young exhibitors, the Large
Market Livestock Auction isn’t the end
of fair week. It’s the finish line after
months of raising, feeding and caring
for an animal they lead into the sale
ring.

Since 1970, the annual auction has
celebrated the dedication of young ex-
hibitors while giving local businesses,
organizations and community mem-
bers an opportunity to invest in the next
generation. Last year, 134 exhibitors
participated in Oceana County’s three
market auctions, generating a record
$441,474.18 in sales.

What began with market steers has
grown to include market beef, swine,
sheep and goats, making the auction
one of the fair’s signature traditions.

Event: Large Market
Livestock Auction

Date: Thursday, Aug. 27
Time: 7 p.m.

Location: Grandstand
Admission: Free

Longtime Hart buyer Gayle Forner
has supported the auction since its first
year.

“It was steers only,” Forner recalled in
an earlier interview. “As far as I am con-

cerned, it is what makes the fair great.”

Longtime 4-H member and Oceana
County Fair exhibitor Lillian Wasson
said the auction represents the reward
for months of preparation.

“My favorite part of participating at
the fair is being able to show off the
dedication and effort I've put into my
projects,” Wasson said. “From early
mornings working with my animals to
preparing exhibits and decorations, it
all leads up to fair week.”

Kristen Bisard said the auction is her
favorite fair event.

“My favorite event is the 4-H Large
Livestock Auction,” she said. “It has
been a longstanding tradition in our
county. I love to see local businesses
come together to support these kids.”

“The kids are always dressed to im-
press and they’re so excited about the
event,” Bisard said.

Interested in Buying?

Anyone can participate in the Oceana
County Fair’s Large Market Livestock
Auction. Businesses, organizations,
families and first-time buyers are wel-
come.

Before the auction begins, buyers
register and receive a bidder number.
Volunteers are available to answer ques-
tions and explain the bidding process.

After purchasing an animal, buyers
have several options, including taking
ownership, arranging for meat process-
ing, reselling the animal through the
market or, in some cases, donating the
meat to a charitable organization.

Those interested in becoming a buyer
or learning more about the auction can
contact the Oceana County MSU Exten-
sion Office before fair week.

M<¢Cormick Sand, Inc is Proud to Support our
Local 4H Community in this longstanding tradition!

M®Cormick Sand, Inc.
& MCCormick Sand Mine

Delivering quality.
Operating with integrity.

5430 Russell Road
Twin Lake, MI 49457

MC

Proudly owned &
operated by four

generations of family.

Phone: 1-231-766-0466 Fax:1-231-766-5162
Email: sarah@mccormicksand.com
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 206
NO MIDWAY
4 p.m. — Harness horse races (free grandstand
admission)

6 p.m. — Work Bee at the 4-H/Youth barns

MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2026
ENTRY DAY — NO MIDWAY

Youth entries must be submitted by 5 p.m.
Adult entries must be submitted by 7 p.m.

4 p.m. — Harness Horse Races (free grand-
stand admission)

Haul-in day for all livestock except draft and light horses.
Draft and light horses may also arrive if desired.

Hart, MI
231-873-2826

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2026

8 a.m. — Swine showmanship, breeding and
4-H market classes (Hog/Lamb/Goat
Barn)

9a.m. — Youth and Educational Building judg-
ing (buildings closed until judging is
complete)

4 p.m. — Harness horse races (free grandstand
admission)

4 p.m. — Sheep showmanship, breeding and
4-H market classes, including the
market goat class (Hog/Lamb/Goat
Barn)

5 p.m. — Midway opens with Elliott’s Amuse-
ments (520 wristbands)

Dusk — Fireworks by Elliott's Amusements

vV v v w w
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DRINKS - FUN

(231) 869-2911 283 S. Hancock St., Pentwater, Ml

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026

Senior Citizen, Veteran and Handicap Day

8:30 a.m. — Beef showmanship, breeding and
4-H market classes (Large Arena)

9a.m. — Poultry showmanship (Rabbit and
Poultry Barn)

Noon to 1 p.m. — Handicap-assisted rides

2 p.m. — Midway opens with Elliott's Amuse-
ments ($22 wristbands)

3 p.m. — Draft horse halter, ponies, mules and
cross classes (Large Arena)

6:30 p.m. — Draft horse driving classes (Large
Arena)

7 p.m. — Bump-N-Run/Figure 8 (Grandstand)

« Adults: $15
' g0

« Children 12 and younger: $5
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FOOD

DJ TRIVIA
Thursday 7-8:30 PM

DJ BINGO
Friday 9-10:30 PM
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026

9a.m. — Dairy cattle judging, youth and open
(Large Arena)

9 a.m. — Goat youth and open showmanship,
breed and 4-H market classes (Hog/
Lamb/Goat Barn)

10 a.m. — Rabbit youth and open showman-
ship, breeds and 4-H market classes
(Rabbit and Poultry Barn)

1 p.m. — Drive a Draft (open to all) (Infield
Horse Arena)

2 p.m. — Midway opens with Elliott’s Amuse-
ments (522 wristbands)

6:45 p.m. — Presentation of the Oceana Coun-
ty 4-H Ambassadors (free grandstand
admission)

7 p.m. — 4-H Market Livestock Auction fea-
turing beef, swine, sheep and goats
(free grandstand admission)

LARSON’S

ACE

The helpful place.

231-873-2216 | 4 Lincoin St, HART, MI

Lawn ¢ Home ¢ Farm * Garden

231-845-7318 | 5840 W US-

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2026
9a.m. — English and Western riding classes
(Infield Arena)
1 p.m. — Midway opens with Elliott's Amuse-
ments (525 wristbands)

1 p.m. — Draft riding classes (Large Arena)
1:30 p.m. — Draft log pulling (Large Arena)

2 p.m. — Heavyweight horse pull (free grand-
stand admission)

4 p.m. — Cow trail classes and costume class
(Large Arena)

7 p.m. — Tom Oomen Memorial West Michi-
gan Pullers Tractor Pull
+ Adults: $10
« Children 12 and younger: $5

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2026

10 a.m. — Grand Slam Showmanship (begins
at the Rabbit and Poultry Barn and
continues to the Large Arena)

10 a.m. — Horse Games (Infield Arena)

1p.m. — Midway opens with Elliott's Amuse-
ments (525 wristbands)

1 p.m. — Ag Olympics (Large Arena; all chil-
dren welcome)

5 p.m. — Small Animal and Junior Market
Auction (Large Arena)

6 p.m. — Demolition Derby
« Adults: $20
« Children 12 and younger: $10

Home Improvement
Patio * Landscaping
Paint ¢ Grills

~ Fertilizers  Mowers ¢ Blowers
= > ) 7% % ” W .

" S
.
)
=

10, LUDINGTON, MI

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE

Pasta, Pizza, Subs,
Wings & More
Lunch Buffet*
Every Day 11-2!

*Senior Citizen Discount Available
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Phillip Lundberg

Owner/Operator

;.- SERVICE fnmns -, | ool e, \\\
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www.oceanairrigation.com ¢ OceanalrrigationSystems@gmail.com . F
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Tom Oomen’s legacy powers
one of the fair’s biggest nights

Annual tractor pull combines horsepower with a tribute to a longtime farmer, competitor and community leader

BY LOIS TOMASZEWSKI
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Fans of horsepower will have plen-
ty to cheer about Friday when the Tom
Oomen Memorial West Michigan Pull-
ers Tractor Pull returns to the Oceana
County Fair.

The 7 p.m. grandstand event has be-
come one of the fair’s marquee attrac-
tions, drawing competitors from across
Michigan to test the strength of their
tractors and trucks by pulling a weight-
ed sled down a dirt track. This year’s
competition features seven classes,
ranging from 6,200-pound Modified

Gas Trucks to 12,000-pound Field Farm
Tractors.

While the event showcases powerful
machines and skilled drivers, it also
serves as a tribute to one of Oceana
County’s best-known farmers and trac-
tor pull competitors.

Thomas “Tom” Oomen, a lifelong
Hart-area resident, spent decades farm-
ing asparagus while earning a reputa-
tion throughout Michigan’s pulling com-
munity. He and his family campaigned
their International Harvester tractor,
“The Bad Oomen,” for approximately
30 years, collecting multiple state and
regional championships and qualify-

CHRISTMANN AGENCY, LLC

Proud Supporters of
Our Local County Fair!

N

’lndependent
Insurance
Agent

213 Lincoln Street
Hart, Ml 49420
231-873-4556
231-873-4214

PIONEER

STATE MUTUAL

Serving Our Area for Over 75 Years

susan.christmannins@gmail.com

ing three times for the National Farm
Machinery Show Championship Tractor
Pull in Louisville, Kentucky.

Outside the pulling arena, Oomen was
equally well known in Michigan agricul-
ture. He served on several state aspar-
agus organizations, the Oceana Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, the Crystal Valley Fire
Department and as a Crystal Township
trustee, earning respect for his leader-
ship and commitment to the commu-
nity.

Following his death in January 2022,
the Oceana County Fair renamed the
annual tractor pull in Oomen’s honor,
recognizing his lasting impact on agri-

culture, the sport of tractor pulling and
the fair itself.

This year’s event features competition
in seven classes:

- 6,500-pound Light Limited Super
Stock Tractor

- 6,200-pound Modified Gas Truck

- 9,300-pound Super Farm Tractor

- 8,000-pound Hot Diesel Truck

- 8,200-pound Street Diesel Truck

- 8,200-pound Pro Street Diesel Truck

- 12,000-pound Field Farm Tractor

The tractor pull begins at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 28, in the grandstand. Admis-
sion is $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren 12 and younger.

BLACKMER

CONSTRUCTION

Remodels Electr’c
HeatingsCooling Pole Buildings

Hart, Michigan
231.873.4361
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Fair Tips from Fair Veterans

7] - Wear comfortable shoes. You'll walk more than
A youthink.

- Visit the barns early. Animals are often being
| groomed and prepared for judging.

« Don't rush through the exhibit buildings. Some of
the fair’s best displays are indoors.

« Bring cash and a card. Not every vendor accepts
electronic payment.

- Stay hydrated. August afternoons can be hot.

- Talk to a 4-H exhibitor. Most are happy to explain
their projects.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COUNTY FAIR
KeEN ADAMS & SONS 231-869-5928

Proud Supporter of the

FAK 869-4620
EXCAVATING 4H Youth Programs.
TOTAL EXCAVATING FREE ESTIMATES!
SERVICES _ Vi_sit: MichiganDi
=TS CET ‘B o ¢
Shoreline Protection - Excavating
Helicoil Installation

Gravel & Sand - Dozer & Loader

Land Clearing - Basement Excavating

Gomplete CGollision Service

#1 Customer Preferred Body Shop in the Area
A Modern Facility with the Latest Tools & Equipment

L PO Box 413 - 8770 N. Oceana Dr., Pentwater L

E

PDODY .

2656 Oceana Drive, Hart =9
231-873-3041  email: mikesautobody7@frontier.com =
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Quick Facts

« 155th Oceana County Fair

- Dates: Aug. 23-29

- Location; 1025 S. State St., Hart
- Gate admission: $5

- Founded: 1872

« Market Livestock Auction:
Thursday, Aug. 27, 7 p.m.

- Midway: Elliott'’s Amusements

- Website: oceanacountyfair.com

Here's to @ Great

2026 Oceana County Fair!
HOMETOW

PHA & MACY Helena is proud to suppor.t yout.h in our commm.nty_and
\ empower young people with skills to lead for a lifetime!

Prescriptions ¢ Gifts *« Cards « Inmunizations
Durable Medical Equipment % CROP CONSULTATION

Delivery Available Y SEED
Y¢ FERTILIZER

Hart Shelby ¥¢ AGRICULTURAL

819 S. State St. 178 N. Michigan Ave. CHEMICALS
231-873-2540 231-861-4341 Y AGRintelligance

A @ q

3; Proudly supporting 4-H youth ¢ e |
Ve programs and the Oceana °® HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES LLC
W\ County Fair for over 40 years. People... Products... Knowledge:., 37 W- Third Street, Shelby, MI 2318612526

L)

www.hometownpharmacy.com
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