
Pr    gress
& Industry
A 2017 SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT OF THE NEWS-CHRONICLE & VALLEY TIMES-STAR

Area businesses continue to highlight small-town pride

The Shippensburg area 
and surrounding municipali-
ties are full of business own-
ers and individuals who take 
pride in their small town, 
and take pride in providing 
the best quality of customer 
service, products and care 
to their patrons.

This area of the state, 
situated off of Interstate 81, 
continues to grow and thrive, 
and will continue to grow as 
more areas are developed 
and more businesses are 
drawn to the quaint town 
that so many love to call 
home.

In the past few years, the 
Shippensburg area has wel-
comed both small and large, 
nationally recognized busi-
nesses into its repertoire of 
offerings. New warehouses 
for Procter & Gamble — a 
multinational manufac-
turer of family, personal and 
household care products, 
and Georgia-Pacific — one of 
the world’s leading manufac-
turers of tissue, paper, pulp 
and packaging products, as 
well as related chemicals, 
were erected, and have 
since opened, bringing 
hundreds of jobs with them. 
The Courtyard by Marriott 

at Shippensburg University 
and the Holiday Inn Express 
on Walnut Bottom Road are 
open, and already bustling.

In 2014, the Volvo Cus-
tomer Care Center opened 
office space that sits 
between the border of the 
Borough of Shippensburg 
and Southampton (Franklin) 
Township to continue the 
company’s expansion of 
its North American head-
quarters. Just this month, 
representatives from Volvo 
CE traveled to CONEXPO in 
Las Vegas, where they met 
potential clients from across 
the globe and continued 
to promote the company’s 
high-quality machinery. Each 
large corporation in the area 
contributes to the economic 
impact of small towns like 
Shippensburg and Newville.

On a smaller, but signifi-
cant, scale, local businesses 
continue to provide area resi-
dents and beyond with the 
one-on-one care they prefer. 
Whether you’re looking to 
purchase jewelry, art or even 
uniforms, address legal 
matters, stay on top of your 
health and insurance needs, 
or even plan a funeral, the 
Shippensburg and Newville 
areas provide decades of ex-
perience in all fields needed 
for the best quality of life.

Our edition of Progress 

will introduce you to sev-
eral of these businesses, 
and highlight the countless 
services they provide to their 
customers. Many of these 
businesses have served the 
area for decades, and have 
been passed on from gen-
eration to generation.

Other developments in the 
last year include the great 
strides made to expand and 
renovate the Shippensburg 
Public Library, and its used 
bookstore, The Book Nook; 
the renovation of Big Spring 
School District’s Bulldog Sta-
dium; the construction of a 
chapel and crematorium at 
Fogelsanger-Bricker Funeral 
Home and Crematorium in 
Shippensburg; the demoli-
tion and construction of a 
new McDonald’s restaurant 
on East King Street in Ship-
pensburg; the construction 
of Phase I of Gandy Manor, 
a housing development 
on Shippensburg’s South 
Earl Street; the continued 
development of the Ship-
pensburg Community Parks 
and Recreation Authority be-
tween the Borough of Ship-
pensburg and Southampton 
(Franklin) Township; the 
grand opening of the new 
Women In Need Advocacy 
Center and Anna’s House in 
Chambersburg; the addition 
to the Newville First Church 

of God; and the expanded 
offerings for the community 
at the larger SHAPE gallery.

In Shippensburg Town-
ship, a number of busi-
nesses have opened in the 
Shippensburg Shopping 
Center on Walnut Bottom 
Road in recent years, includ-
ing Aldi, Peeble’s and Trac-
tor Supply Co. Shippensburg 
University has also seen a 
number of developments in 
recent years with three new, 
modern residence halls, the 
opening of the Courtyard by 
Marriott and work on a con-
nector road near the Luhrs 
Center. 

Schreiber Foods on 
Dykeman Road, one of the 
world’s largest dairy compa-
nies, also continues to thrive 
in Southampton (Franklin) 
Township.

L. Michael Ross, president 
of the Franklin County Area 
Development Corp. said 
there are always people 
looking to move to, or open 
a business in the Shippens-
burg area.

“We have a number of 
prospects right now con-
sidering Shippensburg as 
a possible location. We are 
not in a position right now 
to know whether or not they 
will transpire. But, with all of 
the activity that has taken 
place in the community over 

the last several years, it 
looks promising. Even local 
businesses are looking to 
expand there. You’re in a 
good community at a good 
time right now. Part of the 
challenge, especially for the 
school district in particular, 
is managing the growth that 
is coming. That involves 
a lot of difficult decisions 
and change is always hard. 
I think Shippensburg has 
good community leadership 
at the school district, uni-
versity and borough. I think 
the future is very bright up 
there.”

A number of development 
opportunities exist at the 
363-acre United Business 
Park at the Fayette Street 
exit of Interstate 81 in 
Southampton (Franklin) 
Township, which is now 
home to a super Sheetz 
right off of the major thor-
oughfare. Members of the 
Shippensburg Area Develop-
ment Corp. (SADCO) are also 
working to attract business-
es to develop the area off 
of Exit 29 in Southampton 
(Cumberland) and Shippens-
burg townships.

The area also continues 
to host some of the largest 
outdoor festivals around, 
including the Corn Festival 
in Shippensburg that draws 
more than 30,000 people 

to town, and the Fountain 
Festival in Newville that ex-
udes the small-town charm 
of Newville, surrounding the 
borough’s popular center-
piece.

The Borough of Newville 
is looking to hire a part-
time economic develop-
ment coordinator to help 
bolster the economy. In the 
past year, the ownership 
of the community center in 
town has changed hands, 
and is now home to Move-
ment Outreach, a place of 
worship run by Lead Pastor 
Ben Jones, Women’s Pastor 
Michelle Jones and Out-
reach Coordinator Russell 
Negley.

Newville is also hoping to 
bring more people to town 
with a new concert series 
and lecture series to be 
held through the spring and 
summer.

“I think Shippensburg 
continues to be one of the 
hidden diamonds — not only 
in south-central Pennsylva-
nia, but Pennsylvania as a 
whole,” Ross said. “For a 
community of approximately 
5,000 people, in the last 
several years there has been 
well over $500 million worth 
of investment in and around 
Shippensburg. I think it has 
been very significant. Last 
year was a very good year.”
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Managing Editor

The super Sheetz 
off of Exit 24 in 
Southampton 
(Franklin) Town-
ship opened to 
the public in late 
summer 2016, 
and is a wel-
come addition to 
the Interstate 81 
Corridor.

Pictured is the 
new chapel and 
crematorium 
of Fogelsanger-
Bricker Funeral 
Home and 
Crematorium in 
Shippensburg. 
Construction 
was completed 
last June. 

Officials held a ground-breaking ceremony in early 
December 2016 for the Shippensburg Public Library’s 
new 6,000-foot addition.

Bulldog Stadium in 
Newville experienced 
a $2.2 million dollar 
makeover that added 
10,000 square feet 
of new buildings to 
the existing stadium, 
including ticket booths, 
concessions stands, 
restrooms, storage 
areas, and home and 
away locker rooms. 
Pictured is the Big Spring 
football team checking 
out their new locker 
rooms for the first time 
in August 2016. 

Look at the Progress 
made In the  

CumberLand VaLLey The newly 
constructed 
McDonald’s 
at 333 E. 
King St. in 
Shippensburg 
opened in early 
August 2016.

The Newville First Church of God completed construction of its children 
and youth education wing in early March 2017.


