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Shippensburg, Newville, surrounding 
areas continue to grow & thrive

The Shippensburg area and 

surrounding municipalities 

are full of business owners 

and individuals who take 

pride in their small town, and 

take pride in providing the 

best quality of customer 

service, products and care to 

their patrons.

This area of the state, 

situated off of Interstate 81, 

continues to grow and thrive, 

and will continue to grow as 

more areas are developed and 

more businesses are drawn to 

the quaint towns that so 

many love to call home.

In the past several years, the 

Shippensburg area has 

welcomed both small and 

large, nationally recognized 

businesses into its repertoire 

of offerings. Newer 

warehouses for Procter & 

Gamble – a multinational 

manufacturer of family, 

personal and household care 

products, and Georgia-Pacific 

— one of the world’s leading 

manufacturers of tissue, 

paper, pulp and packaging 

products, as well as related 

chemicals, were erected, and 

have since opened, bringing 

hundreds of jobs with them. 

The Courtyard by Marriott 

at Shippensburg University 

and the Holiday Inn Express 

on Walnut Bottom Road are 

open, and already bustling.

The Volvo Customer Care 

Center opened office space in 

2014 that sits between the 

border of the Borough of 

Shippensburg and 

Southampton (Franklin) 

Township to continue the 

company’s expansion of its 

Nor th Amer ican 

headquarters. Representatives 

from Volvo CE have traveled 

to CONEXPO in Las Vegas, 

the largest trade show in the 

country, where they met 

potential clients from across 

the globe and continued to 

promote the company’s high-

quality machinery, which 

now comes with wireless data 

transfer through the 

company's Uptime Center 

that helps to prevent system 

failures before they occur and 

increase efficiencies for 

ultimate safety precautions.

Each large corporation in 

the area contributes to the 

economic impact of small 

towns like Shippensburg and 

Newville.

On a smaller, but 

significant, scale, local 

businesses continue to 

provide area residents and 

beyond with the one-on-one 

care they prefer. Whether 

you’re looking to purchase 

appliances, electronics, gun 

safes, new tires, art, or address 

legal matters, stay on top of 

your insurance needs, rent a 

U-Haul, have your vehicle 

serviced, or even plan a 

funeral, the Shippensburg 

and Newville areas provide 

decades of experience in all 

fields needed for the best 

quality of life.

Our edition of Progress 

will introduce you to several 

of these businesses, and 

highlight the countless 

services they provide to their 

customers. Many of these 

businesses have served the 

area for decades, and have 

been passed on from 

generation to generation. 

Other developments in the 

last year include: the ending 

of a five-year project to widen 

and increase the safety of 

Rowe Road in Southampton 

(Franklin) Township and the 

Borough of Shippensburg; 

the opening of new staples 

like Cartell and Appalachian 

Brewing Co. in the Borough 

of Shippensburg; the

continued expansion and 

renovation of the 

Shippensburg Public Library, 

and its used bookstore, The 

Book Nook; the renovation 

of Big Spring School District’s 

Bulldog Stadium; the 

continued development of 

the Shippensburg 

Community Parks and 

Recreation Authority 

between the Borough of 

Shippensburg and 

Southampton (Franklin) 

Township; the addition to 

the Newville First Church of 

God; and the expanded 

offerings for the community 

at the larger SHAPE gallery.

In Shippensburg Township, 

a number of businesses have 

opened in the Shippensburg 

Shopping Center on Walnut 

Bottom Road in recent years, 

including Aldi, Peeble’s and 

Tractor Supply Co. 

Shippensburg University has 

also seen a number of 

developments in recent years 

with three new, modern 

residence halls, the opening 

of the Courtyard by Marriott 

and the completion of a 

connector road near the 

Luhrs Center. Schreiber 

Foods on Dykeman Road, 

one of the world’s largest 

dairy companies, also 

continues to thrive in 

Southampton (Franklin) 

Township.

L. Michael Ross, president 

of the Franklin County Area 

Development Corp. said 

there are always people 

looking to move to, or open a 

business in the Shippensburg 

area.

A number of development 

opportunities exist at the 

363-acre United Business 

Park at the Fayette Street exit 

of Interstate 81 in 

Southampton (Franklin) 

Township, which is now 

home to a super Sheetz right 

off of the major thoroughfare. 

Members of the Shippensburg 

Area Development Corp. 

(SADCO) are also working 

to attract businesses to 

develop the area off of Exit 29 

in  Southampton 

(Cumberland) and 

Shippensburg townships.

The area also continues to 

host some of the largest 

outdoor festivals around, 

including the Corn Festival 

in Shippensburg that draws 

more than 30,000 people to 

town, and the Fountain 

Festival in Newville that 

exudes the small-town charm 

of Newville, surrounding the 

borough’s popular 

centerpiece.

The Borough of Newville 

is also looking to bolster the 

economy. The ownership of 

the community center in 

town has changed hands, and 

is now home to Movement 

Outreach, a place of worship 

run by Lead Pastor Ben Jones, 

W o m e n ’ s 

P a s t o r 

M i c h e l l e 

Jones and 

O u t r e a c h 

Coordinator 

R u s s e l l 

N e g l e y . 

M o v e m e n t 

Outreach has 

held several 

c o m m u n i t y -

friendly events, 

including the 

Visit with Santa 

Claus and the Big 

Spring Drop on New Year's 

Eve.

Newville is also hoping to 

bring more people to town 

with a concert series and 

lecture series to be held 

through the spring and 

summer. The borough is 

preparing to have a pizza 

shop, The Pizza Daddy, open 

in the near future, which is 

expected to bring many out-

of-towners to the borough. 

Volunteers with the borough's 

Beautification Committee 

strive to keep the town 

looking beautiful and unique, 

and the borough is working 

on revamping its website and 

developing its own app to 

keep residents informed of all 

happenings in the borough.

“At Exit 24, you have the 

completion of the new 

Sheetz, as well as TST, which 

is 100,000 square feet of a 

manufacturing operation that 

employs 50 to 60 people,” 

Ross said. “They are also 

nearing completion of the 

first phase of the Matrix 

Development there, which is 

1.2 million square feet of 

space. They are in negotiation 

with several tenants there, 

but no announcements have 

been made. One of the most 

important developments in 

the Shippensburg area in the 

last year was the inter-

municipal project that 

completed Rowe Road. It 

involved several local, state 

and federal entities working 

together to bring it to 

fruition, including the 

borough, Southampton 

Township, Volvo and the 

Cressler Family Partnership. I 

think it has increased access, 

improved traffic flow and 

enhances safety, as well as 

opens up the opportunity for 

future development in and 

around Weis Plaza. Clearly, 

one of the things you have 

always going on in

terms of investment is the 

university and its continued 

investments in the campus. 

It's becoming a greater 

connectivity between 

Franklin and Cumberland 

counties, and is now being 

recognized by both counties. 

It is a very vibrant economy 

and one that is going to 

continue to grow.

“I think Shippensburg 

continues to be one of the 

hidden diamonds – not only 

in south-central Pennsylvania, 

but Pennsylvania as a whole,” 

Ross continued. “For a 

community of approximately 

5,000 people, in the last 

several years there has been 

well over $500 million worth 

of investment in and around 

Shippensburg. I think it has 

been very significant.”
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