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By Adam Shanks

Examiner staff writer

I
n a clear repudiation of The City’s snail-

paced progress on housing, the state will 

audit the various obstacles 

San Francisco imposes 

to development, the de-

partment of Housing and 

Community Development 

announced on Tuesday.

The move represents an escalation in the 

simmering conflict between the state of California 

and the City of San Francisco over the latter’s 

housing policies, which critics charge have 

stymied the construction of much-needed new 

homes in The City.

The Housing Policy and Practice Review of San 

Francisco is the first of its kind, according to HCD.

The inquiry will be headed by the Housing 

Accountability Unit, which was created by Gov. 

Gavin Newsom last year to hold 

cities accountable for complying 

with state housing laws.

Why a city in such need of new 

housing can’t seem to build it 

has increasingly dominated the 

political discourse in San Francisco.

The investigation comes as San Francisco 

scrambles to draft a state-mandated Housing 

Element, which requires an adequate strategy to 

State to investigate the slow rate of new development

Shared two-wheelers 
were just the beginning

S.F.’s snail-paced 
progress on housing 

By Benjamin Schneider

Examiner staff  writer

There’s little reason to visit 11th Street 

between Folsom and Harrison during the 

day. On the block that hosts some of Swan 

Francisco’s biggest nightclubs — Audio, 

Yolo, DNA Lounge — even the buildings 

look like they could use some sunglasses 

and a cup of coff ee.

But if you’re one of the growing num-

ber of San Franciscans looking to buy 

their own personal electric scooter, this is 

the place to be.

Nestled amid the nightclubs is Fluid-

freeride, San Francisco’s fi rst dedicated 

e-scooter showroom and repair shop. 

Here, you can test ride and take home 

22 diff erent e-scooter varieties, ranging 

from $500 lightweight commuter models 

to $5,000 all-terrain two-wheelers. While 

other stores in The City, like PEV Works 

in the Bayview and Last Mile SF in Hayes 

Valley, sell e-scooters in addition to other 

products, no other store focuses solely on 

e-scooters.

“I fi nd that the only people who really 

remain critics of scooters haven’t actually 

tried it,” said Sam Mollica, head of oper-

ations at Fluidfreeride’s San Francisco 

store. “It is a really powerful technology 

for getting around The City, especially a 

city like San Francisco where, by design, 

you’re not going to go more than seven 

miles in any direction.”

The store, which opened in April, 

is selling about two scooters per day, 
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Jon Tong, a salesperson at Fluidfreeride electric scooter shop, rides a Wolf Warrior 11 model.

As e-scooter industry matures, riders move from renting to buying
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IS OUR 
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S.F. needs more 
charging stations

By Jessica Wolfrom

Examiner staff  writer

When it comes to electric vehicles, 

we may have put the car before the 

charging infrastructure. Zero- and 

low-emission vehicles are consid-

ered a crucial part of how the United 

States will transition away from fossil 

fuels — and the Bay Area is leading 

the way with about one in four new 

cars whirring off  dealership lots with 

a battery instead of a gas tank. 

But in densely packed cities like 

San Francisco, questions about where 

to charge and whether Pacifi c Gas & 

Electric’s infrastructure can sup-

E.V. continued on page 5
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