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By Sydney Johnson
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California voters cast a historic vote 

last week for Proposition 1, which 

enshrines the right to abortion into the 

state constitution. but it was pro-choice 

victories in Republican-led states and 

jurisdictions beyond the Golden State 

that signaled an even stronger message 

on abortion rights after the overturning 

of Roe v. Wade.

“The passage of Prop. 1 with such high 

approval further cements California’s 

status as the leading pro-choice state. but 

I am more surprised about propositions 

in some of these other states,” said Carole 

Joffe, author and sociologist of reproduc-

tive health and politics at the uCSF.

Abortion access was a leading issue on 

the ballot in multiple states, including 

California and vermont, which both 

passed measures that will amend the state 

constitution to guarantee abortion rights. 

In California, Prop. 1 passed overwhelm-

ingly with 65% voting yes and 35% no. 

In fact, abortion was the most import-

ant issue for 76% of democratic voters in 

this election, according to CNN exit polls, 

higher than any other issue reported by 

Republican voters, including crime, guns 

or inflation. More women than men voted 

in this election, the polls suggest, and 

about 53% of women voted democratic.

dr. Josephine urbina, a uCSF Ob-GyN, 

said she felt a wave of relief on Wednes-

day morning after seeing election results 

in California and other states she was 

watching, such as vermont, Michigan 

and Kentucky, all of which had abortion 

measures on the ballot.

“Abortion is healthcare. As an Ob-GyN, 

it’s an integral part of my practice. So 

is cervical cancer screening, delivering 

babies, managing menopause, and doing 
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The California Public utilities 

Commission moved one step closer 

to reshaping how Californians pay 

for and benefit from residential roof-

top solar power Thursday, issuing 

a revision of a wonky but closely 

watched policy called net energy 

metering — a billing mechanism that 

allows residents who generate power 

to receive financial credit for any 

surplus energy they send to the grid.

The long-anticipated proposal 

comes after an earlier version, re-

leased last year, was met with fierce 

criticism over its move to slash those 

credits and require additional fees 

to maintain the power grid — provi-

sions that critics claimed would kill 

the rooftop solar industry.

but this week’s release has given 

the solar industry new life. The 

latest version will have no impact 

on existing rooftop solar customers, 

the proposal said, meaning that the 

rate of return for energy shared with 

the grid remains the same, and no 
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D
ays before the election, supporters of 

Proposition J, the measure to affirm JFK 

Promenade’s permanent car-free status, 

were raising the alarm. The race was going 

to be a close one, polling showed, and many 

voters were getting confused about the 

differences between Prop. J and Prop. I, 

the competing measure that would bring cars back to JFK 

and the Great Highway on weekends.

It turns out those fears were unfounded. 

Prop. J sailed to victory, earning about 60% 

of the vote in early returns, and Prop. I went 

down by a similar margin. The election 

demonstrates that a significant majority of San Francisco 

voters appreciate The City’s car-free streets and want 

them to stay.

“This is a mandate for the direction The City needs to 

go,” said Marta Lindsey, communications director for 

Walk SF, one of the groups leading the yes on J campaign. 

“A majority of our voters are ready to move in the right 

direction with safety, with climate and with livability. San 

Francisco should be leading the nation and this shows that 

we’re ready to do that.”

but until the election, Prop. J supporters weren’t so 

confident that would be the case. “I went into last night 

preparing for a really bad night,” Lindsey said on Wednes-

day. “I almost fell over” when the first batch of results were 

released, Lindsey said, “it was so beyond what we were 

expecting.”

despite the tight polling, the yes on J campaign had 

some unusual advantages. Canvassers were out on the JFK 

Promenade and the Great Highway every weekend since 

Labor day, where they were able to connect 

with thousands of voters. “It’s so unique 

to have a campaign around a thing where 

you can actually go to that thing and talk to 

people and say, ‘Guess what, this could go 

away,’” Lindsey said.

The campaign also got a boost from the Golden Mile 

project, the art installations and special events that the 

Rec and Park department began hosting on the Prome-

nade in September. “The past few months has shown us 

the potential of what a public space that is designed for 

people can be,” said Robin Pam, campaign director for yes 
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Pro-choice demonstrators protest at City Hall after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. 

Wade in June. Abortion brought out voters Tuesday in swing states and deep red states.


