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FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25"' =

The “rock band with rural roots”
headlines the festival with
their signature sound and

southern rockin’ energy!

= THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24"' =

Kentucky’s own bluegrass-rock cover
band, blending the raw spirit of bluegrass
with the energy of plugged-in rock!

_ SATURDAY SEPT oM —
Rockin’ for over three

decades, their music has
taken them all over the world!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27+
CUMMUNITY WUHSHIP SERVIBE Arts & Crafts x Food Booths x Rides & Games

Plus, music by Jeff & Sheri Easter, Fair Haven World’s Largest Skillet x Live Music x 5K Race
Quartet, Tim Lovelace, and The Franklins Hot Wing Eating Contest * Chicken Invasion x Mullet Contest

LONDON - LAUREL COUNTY TOURIST COMMISSION - CHICKENFESTIVAL.COM
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SANDERS CAFE
& MUSEUM

BIRTHPLAGE OF KFG@ Award for Most Original Design in Each Division

Friday, September 25, 2026

Registration is from 8:30 A.M. - 9:30 A.M.
at the park beside the CVNB London Main Office

Registration after 9:30 a.m. will not be accepted

Egg Drop will start at 10 A.M.

SURVIVAL EGG

3 Divisions: Elementary, Middle, High School

Participants must be students from Laurel County School District

Egg Drop Requirements:

* No heavy wooden crates due to splinter hazards.

e No parachutes.

* No peanut butter, marshmallows, or other food items may be used.
e No padded envelopes.
e The drop will be from a height of 50 feet.

e Entries must be no larger than 12” x 12” x 12”

e CVNB will provide the eggs, which will be placed in each container on-site.
The committee must be able to remove the egg after the drop.
e Your container must have a space for judges to write a number.

e Contestants must clean up their materials after the drop.

¢ A total of $1,500 in prize money will be awarded.* Special thanks to Excursion

Line Construction, LLC.

* Prize money will be divided equally amoung all finalists.

CVNB

Bank Better.

JUNCTION U.S. 25 EAST & WEST ¢ GCORBIN, KY

For More World Famous Chicken, be sure to visit KFC in London, KY (411 W. Hwy 80) s CVNB.com/survival-egg-drop 606.878.7010
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Fairfield Inn & Suites
201 Shiloh Drive

|-75 Exit 41
006.389.5640
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by HILTON

Hamgton Inn North
200 Alamo Drive
London, KY
|-75 EXxit 41

606.864.0011
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Hampton Inn
125 Adams Road
Corbin, KY
|-75 Exit 29

606.523.5696

ARTS, CRAFTS &
FOOD BOOTHS

MAIN STREET, THURSDAY-SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 24TH-27TH, 2026
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You’ll find an array of “eggs-hibits” to enjoy at the

festival! The World Chicken Festival offers a variety of
exhibitors from arts and crafts to food booths, featuring
a taste of local cuisine. Come experience the World
Chicken Festival and all the unique artwork, handmade
items, delicious food and “egg-citing” products it has to
offer. Food vendors on Main Street are local nonprofit
organizations.

CASEYS RIDES
AND GAMES

BROAD STREET | THURSDAY-SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 24TH-27TH, 2026

The World Chicken Festival offers family fun for
everyone! Experience the many “egg-citing” carnival
rides and games featuring Caseys Rides.

The midway features a wide variety of rides to
accommodate most levels of thrills that festival goers
seek.

From a safe and secure Kiddie Land to the high
rolling rides for teens and adults, the midway has some-
thing for everyone. Casey’s Rides was established in
the early 60’s by Casey and Printha Seneff.

Today more that fifty years later Casey’s Rides is
owned and operated by third generation grandson J.D.
Green and his wife Debra.

Imagination and ingenuity have brought us into the
21st century enabling us to offer approximately 35 dif-
ferent rides that are sure to thrill the old and your alike.

Whether you are looking for a ride for a small child or
a spectacular ride like the Superman or Music Express
you will find that we have it all.

Experience the thrill of Casey’s Rides where you
will win a prize every time at any one of our 18 game
booths.

Enjoy a snack from one of our 5 food booths.

We offer the “Best Ever” in Funnel Cakes, Corn
Dogs, Cotton Candy, Candy Apples, and Polish and
Italian Sausages.

Caseys Rides takes pride in the fact that their business
has been built on trust and honesty.

We value each of our clients and know that working
together we can provide your event with fun-filled
memories that will last a lifetime.

WELCOME TO THE 2026

World, Chicken testival

he World Chicken Fes-
I tival is egg-cited to wel-

come you, your family
and friends to beautiful downtown
London, KY September 24th-27th.
We invite you to celebrate our
chicken heritage and legacy. All the
“egg-citement” and entertainment of
four fun filled days makes this one
of Kentucky’s largest festivals. The
festival is home to the World’s Larg-
est Stainless-Steel Skillet with over
three decades of family fun includ-
ing crazy contests, free music enter-
tainment, vendors from across the
country, carnival rides, and delicious
food from non-profit organizations.
The festival benefits over 50+ local
nonprofits and is one of their biggest
fundraisers each year.

Colonel Harland Sandars, found-
er of Kentucky Fried Chicken, is
one of the most highly recognized
figures in the world. Located in the
heart of the beautiful Daniel Boone
National Forest, Laurel County is
proud to honor the legacy of the
Sanders Café and Museum. The
Colonel’s first and original restau-
rant is located in Corbin, Kentucky
located in southern Laurel County.
Lee Cummings, co-founder of Lee’s
Famous Recipe Chicken, also began
his career in 1952 with his uncle,
Colonel Sanders. The annual World
Chicken Festival is a tribute to this
chicken heritage.

The World Chicken Festival was
established in 1990 as a tribute to
this heritage and honoring what
would have been been Colonel

Harland Sander’s 100th birthday.
Sanders Café and Museum recently
completed in April 2022 a multi-
million-dollar expansion of this
landmark, which is on the National
Register of Historical Places. Ex-
perience the new extensive, preser-
vation focused exterior and interior
refresh restoration project.

The Stage of Stars, located at
Town Center Park, is presented
by the City of London and The
London Tourisms and Parks. This
stage hosts national musical artists.
The festival’s second music stage
is called Sanders Stage, presented
by SAM103.9 and Wildcat-Harley
Davidson, located on Broad and 6th
Street. It is home to local and re-
gional music artists and crazy family
fun contests.

The World Chicken Festival is
home of the World’s Largest Stain-
less-Steel Skillet established in
1992. Itis located behind the Laurel
County Courthouse 4th Street and
Long Street. The dining tent for
the skillet, will be in the parking lot
next to the Laurel County Sherriff’s
Department. Delicious fried chicken
snacks and dinners are served on
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and now
Sunday from this benchmark feature
of the festival the World’s Largest
Stainless-Steel Skillet.

The skillet is operated by World
Chicken Festival volunteers are from
the Laurel County African Amer-
ican Heritage Center. The skillet
has served more than 120,000 fried
chicken dinners since the skillet’s in-

auguration in 1992, The skillet is 10
feet, 6inches in diameter, and weighs
700 pounds. It takes three days to
assemble the skillet construction of
11 gauges, hot rolled stainless steel,
divided into four cooking sec-

tions; mounted on a steel frame. It
requires 300 gallons of cooking oil
and can cook 600 quarters of chick-
en at one time. The skillet can cook
7,000 pieces, requires 375 pounds of
flour, 75 pounds of salt, 30 pounds
of pepper, 30 pounds of paprika and
of course the World Chicken Festi-
val’s special ingredients.

The founders of the World Chick-
en Festival had three goals in mind
for the community when creating the
mission and vision for this annual
fall event. The first goal was to
create an opportunity for local and
regional entertainment to be high-
lighted. The second goal was to
provide citizens and out-of-town
guests access to enjoy the festival
without a high cost. The third goal
was to give nonprofit organizations
opportunities to raise money for
their charitable organization.

The festival is a 501 (¢) (4) non-
profit organization, taking pride in
giving local nonprofit opportunities
to raise funds. All food vendors at
the festival are reserved only for
local nonprofit opportunities to raise
funds. All food vendors at the festi-
val are reserved only for local non-
profit organizations. Nonprofit(s)
testimonies declare that the festival
produces the largest fundraising
event of the year for them.

WORLD"'S LARGEST
STAINLESS-STEEL SKILLET

LOCATION: 4TH AND LONG STREET | BEHIND THE LAUREL
COUNTY COURTHOUSE

MENU

Drumstick Meal: $8 per meal (one
fried drumstick, potato salad, baked
beans and a roll)

Drumstick Snack: $5 per meal (in-
cludes drumstick and roll)

Chicken Breast Snack: $8 per snack
(chicken breast and a roll)

Chicken Breast Meal: $12 per meal
(chicken breast, potato salad, baked
beans, and roll)

DRINKS: Pepsi Products - $2 each

Delicious fried chicken dinners are
served from the benchmark feature of
the festival The World’s Largest Stain-
less-Steel Skillet. The skillet is operated
by World Chicken Festival volunteers
and has served more than 120,000 fried
chicken dinners since its inauguration in
1992. The world’s largest known frying
skillet was manufactured by London
Bucket Co., Inc. in September 1991, and
donated to the World Chicken Festival.
The burners and firing system were
manufactured by Bakery Machinery,
Inc., operated by Rockwell Industries,
“Rocky.” In 1999, a new skillet was
constructed, manufactured by Logan
Steel and Jeff Williams Welding.

FUN FACTS
ABOUT THE SKILLET

Size: 10ft, 6in in diameter; 8in deep;
8ft handle (on the original skillet, the
current skillet doesn’t have a handle);
and weighs 700 1bs. total.

Construction: 11 gauges, hot rolled
stainless steel; divided into four cooking
sections; mounted on a steel frame.

Capacity: Requires 300 gallons of
cooking oil to fill. Can cook 600 chick-
en breasts at one time.

Supplies: Cooking 7,000 pieces re-
quired about 375 lbs. of flour, 75 pds of
salt, 30 Ibs. of pepper, 30 lbs. of paprika,
and the World Chicken Festival’s special
ingredients.

Fuel: About 60 gallons of Natural gas

(more than an average family would use
in a year) is required to cook 7,000 piec-
es of chicken at temperatures between
325 and 350 degrees.

LOCATION & TIMES
The Skillet is located at 4th/Long
Street behind the Laurel County Court-
house and McKee Lodge. Dinners
are served by a local non-profit as a
fundraiser. Drinks are provided by local
sports team as a fundraiser.
Thursday: 12 noon until 9 pm
Friday: 12 noon until 9 pm
Saturday: 12 noon until 9 pm
Sunday: 11 am to 5 pm



KIDDIE WORLD

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH PARKING LOT THURSDAY-SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 24TH-27TH, 2026 | PRESENTED BY HOMETOWN BANK
crotchety old coot, with the energy

s G
RAN PA of a teenager. Granpa has appeared
Y/ 4 at hundreds of fairs all around the
C RATC H ET world and on nationally televised

shows like The Today Show, Enter-
tainment Tonight, and Good Morn-
ing America.

You'’re set for tons of jokes, one
liners and tidbits from the good
old days all delivered in Granpa’s
crazy, off the wall, high energy, yet
down-home style. There’s lots of
stories from yesteryear and hugs for
everyone. Remember to bring your
camera! Granpa loves to have his
photo taken with his long time, close
friends, who he says he’ll meet as
soon as you get there.

SHOW TIMES
Thursday - 6pm, 8pm
Friday - 3pm, Spm, 7pm
Saturday - 3pm, Spm, 7pm
Sunday - 2pm, 4pm

and gasps of amazement.

ranpa Cratchet, a national-

ly known puppet character
will be at Kiddie World, presented
by Hometown Bank, appearing in
his Shezabiggie Camper. It’s an

amazing miniature RV that captures
the imagination of adults as well M AG I C M I KE

as children. People stand and stare When Magic Mike appears
d

SHOW TIMES
Thursday — 7pm 9pm
Friday -1pm, 4pm,6pm
Saturday - 1pm, 4pm,6pm

as this miniature RV drives by. Its
Sunday- 1pm, 3pm

. . ) on’t expect just another
lively driver, Granpa Cratchet, is a

Magic show, expect to hear laughter

Combining clean hilarious hu-
mor, amazing magical illusions and
audience involvement Magic Mike
makes a unique one-of-a-kind expe-
rience that the crowd never forgets.

Watch as reality fades and objects
vanish, live doves and rabbits appear
from nowhere. Magic Mike will
thrill you with his magic and kid
sense of humor for the entire family.

THURSDAY ENTERTAINMENT

COL. HARLAND SANDERS LOOK-A-LIKE CONTEST

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH | 5:30 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

Don’t be a big chicken! If you have a
white suit, black glasses and a bucket
of chicken you might be the next contestant.

The Colonel Harland Sanders Look-a-
Like Contest will be turning heads this year
celebrating the history and heritage of the
original restaurant and museum in southern
Laurel County.

The contest is presented by Sanders Café
and Museum. Contestants will be judged
by who has the most similar Colonel Sand-
ers style, mannerisms, and trivia knowl-
edge.

On-site registration will open Thursday at
5:00pm at the Sanders Stage.

First, second and third place will have
cash prizes.

THURSDAY MUSIC

COLD RIVER

THURSDAY SEPT. 24 | 7 PM. | STAGE OF STARS

Cold River is a high-en-
ergy bluegrass and folk
band from Central Kentucky,
delivering authentic Appa-
lachian sound with a fresh,
modern edge. Fronted by Eli
Delbridge, whose powerful
vocals and dynamic stage
presence have earned recog-
nition through his appearance
on American Idol, the band
combines blazing clawhammer
banjo, fiddle, tight harmonies,
and top-tier musicianship to
create an unforgettable live
show. Whether performing

at weddings, festivals, corpo-
rate events, or private parties,
Cold River brings energy, and
crowd-pleasing entertainment.

2026 World Chicken Festival Program 2026 World Chicken Festival Program

THURSDAY MUSIC

SAM 103.9 - 016
KARAOKE CONTEST

SAMI03.9-OTG
KARAOKE C.&aNTEST

THURSDAY MUSIC

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24
SANDERS STAGE
REGISTRATION AT 6 PM.
CONTEST AT 7 PM.

PEGGY INKS

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24
5 PM. | SANDERS STAGE
o0 you have a favorite song you rock out to driv-

Peggy Inks has been the opening perfor- D

. . ing the car or singing in the shower?
mance fo'r the World Chicken Festival on Bring your talent to the Chicken Festival at the Kara-
Thursday evening for years.

- I ) oke Contest.
Debuting each year “I Ain’t No Spring You can choose your song from our list of nearly

Chicken” Peggy started singing Gospel with 70,000 songs provided by Oasis Entertainment, during
her two sisters as the Copper sisters. the registration.

Peggy began her solo Gospel career in 1975. The Karaoke Contest is open to ALL ages and is

“Bless Our Nation” was the first song she ever limited to the first 20 contestants.
recorded. Contestants 17 years and under will need to have a

“I’ve been recording out of Nashville since legal g}lardian I?e present dqring the pe_rf_ormance and
1975 and I’ve recorded many times since then MUt sign a waiver to for minor to participate.

— about every two or three years,” Inks said.
In 1977, Inks began exhibiting at County

Music Fan Fair, now called CMA Music Festi- @ ULSDT VAUV

val, where she was able to form several con-
nections with others in the music industry.

Inks was invited to become a member of the
Music City Christian Fellowship, a nonprofit
organization of Christians involved in the mu-
sic and entertainment industry with the dedica-
tion of proclaiming the gospel.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 | 5 PM.
LAUREL COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE
(BEHIND CARNABY SQUARE
SHOPPING CENTER)

THURSDAY MUSIC
J". r:g‘

ESCAPE

THE FIRE

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24 | 6 PM.
SANDERS STAGE

iy
- f

scape the Fire is a high energy female

fronted rock band from Floyd county in
eastern Ky. From arena rock anthems of JourneyClub. It’s a chance for kids to play games and win
and Def Leppard, to new age hits of Halestorm  prizes. Games include an egg hunt, chicken scratch in
and The Pretty Reckless, we offer hard hitting  flour for cash, and a spoon egg race. There will also
classic rock covers from the 70’s to the present  be a drawing for additional prizes, including bicycles!

hick-A-Lympics is a Free 4-H event for kids ages
5-7 hosted by the Laurel County 4-H Poultry

day. Our members range from 5 to 30 plus Call the Laurel County Extension Office at 864-4167 to
years of experience making music on stage. register.

THURSDAY MUSIC

BOURBON REVIVAL

THURSDAY SEPT 24 | 8: 30 PM | STAGE OF STARS

= e

“Plugged-in energy. Un- were here to keep the party burn-  bluegrass style. Every show is a
plugged sound. 100 proof.” ing all night long. celebration, every note a toast to

Bourbon Revival is Kentucky’s We started as friends who music that made us who we are.
own bluegrass-rock cover shared a love for bourbon, blue-  Were here to keep the revival
band, blending the raw spirit grass, and the songs that shaped  rolling, one pour at a time.
of bluegrass with the energy of us. From backyard pickin’ circles Raise your glass and join
plugged-in rock. We pour our to headlining regional stages, the Revival. Whether it’s your
hearts into every show, bringing ~ Bourbon Revival was born late wedding, festival, or Saturday
crowds a smooth, strong shot of  nights, empty glasses, and the night out, we’re ready to bring
music that hits just right. From desire to reimagine classic rock, the plugged-in bluegrass party to
festival stages to bourbon halls,  pop, and country hits in our own  you.

FRIDAY MUSIC

ROBERT MICHAEL HAVARD

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 | 1:30 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

MA & GMA INDUCTEE

MICHAEL

HAVARD

oming from a family of entertainers who have graced the stage at the Grand Ole’ Opry, Carnegie Hall and the

White House, this young but renowned vocal artist performs regularly across the states with a high energy crew
and band. Rasp-tinged vocals with a country vibe, and experience with audiences as time goes by, and his versatile style
and broad range have earned him notoriety, keeping himself on par with big industry names. An established musician,
He is also a member of the Gospel Music Association and the Country Music Association.
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FRIDAY MUSIC

WHISKEY RIDGE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 | 2: 30 PM. |

hiskey Ridge has been

bringing high-energy live
music to stages across Kentucky
and beyond since 2015. What
started as a band blending country
and rock has naturally evolved
into an ‘80s cover band —simply
because that’s the music the band
loves to play and the songs audi-

ences love to hear.

The lineup features Kerry Ad-

SANDERS STAGE

ams (lead vocals, keyboards, gui-
tar), Glenn Bybee (bass guitar),
KC Turner (guitar, vocals), Chuck
Felts (drums), and Paul Bernstein
(keyboards). Kerry has toured
nationally twice during his music
career, while Paul toured with
country star John Michael Mont-
gomery. Chuck is well known
throughout the region as the for-
mer owner of Felts Music Place in

Corbin, Kentucky, and Kerry and
Glenn have been making music
together since the late 1990s.

With decades of combined
experience, a genuine love for
performing, and a setlist packed
with the biggest rock and pop
hits of the 1980s, Whiskey Ridge
delivers a fun, nostalgic show that
keeps crowds singing, dancing,
and coming back for more.

FRIDAY MUSIC

MCKINLEIGH ANGLIN

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 |

McKinleigh Anglin is
an emerging country
artist from Kentucky whose
music blends traditional coun-
try roots with heartfelt story-
telling and a fresh, modern
sound. Known for her authen-
tic stage presence and power-
ful vocals, she has performed
throughout Kentucky and
Tennessee at festivals, fairs,
wineries, and music venues.
McKinleigh has opened
for Phil Vassar, Alex Miller,
James Otto, Ray Scott, and
The Creekers. She contin-
ues to develop her artistry
through songwriting sessions
with acclaimed Nashville
songwriter, producer, and
world-renowned bassist Mark
Hill, along with vocal train-
ing from renowned Nash-
ville vocal coach Kim Wood

Sandusky.

With original music that
speaks to themes of love,
resilience, faith, and real-life
experiences, McKinleigh
is quickly becoming one of
Kentucky’s promising new
voices in country music,
connecting with audiences
through authentic songs and
memorable live performanc-

cS.

6 PM. | SANDERS STAGE
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EGG SURVIVAL

DROP CONTEST

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25TH | 10 A.M.
IN FRONT OF CUMBERLAND
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK

% SURVIVAL
EGGC DR@P

CVNB

Area students can test their skills and try to be
successful at dropping an egg without break-
ing it!

This event takes place on Main Street in front of
Cumberland Valley National Bank. There are three
divisions: Elementary, Middle School, and High
School. $1,200.00 Prize Money will be divided
equally among All finalists.

EGG DROP RULES

1. No registrations will be accepted after 9:30am.

2. No parachutes

3. Drop will be from 50 ft

4. Eggs will be provided by the committee and wil
be placed in your container on site. The committee
must be able to remove the eff after the drop.

5. Your entry must be no larger than a
127x12”x12” container.

6. There must be a place on your container for
judges to write a number with a marker.

7. Contestants must clean up after their drop

8. Survival Egg Drop total prize money is
$1200.00

9. All prize money will be divided equally among
ALL finalists.

10. Prize for “Most Original Design” in each
division.

FRIDAY ENTERTAINMENT

CLUCKIN" STRUTTI
AND CROWIN'
CONTEST

THAT’S A FACT, JACK
Blame it on the shutdown. When the

Kentucky Headhunters watched their
2020 dates go up in smoke, they knew
with or without live dates, they’re a
band... and bands have to play. After a
half century of coming together at Mama
I Effie’s Practice House, first as Itchy
Brother, then the Kentucky Headhunters,
as well as watching next generation hard
rockers Black Stone Cherry come into
their own sound, the idea of not mak-
ing music wasn’t something they could
stomach.

“We’re a band,” says guitarist/vocalist
Richard Young. “We play. When all our

FRID AY, SEPT. 25TH | NOQN shows got cancelled, we decided we were
SANDERS STAGE

gonna go up to the Practice House and
play. Then we figured we might as well
go into the studio, but instead of having
an agenda or some idea of ‘what’ was
this supposed to be, we all looked at each
other and went, ‘Well, what do you do?’
“No discussions, no trying to be some-
thing. Just “What do you want to play?””
Indeed, That’s A Fact, Jack may be the
Kentucky Headhunters most coherent,
yet eclectic album ever. Whether the
. Icreeping blues-burner “Gonna Be Al-
right,” the sinewy, sensuous “Susannah,”
~ithe slow turn reckoning “We Belong
“[Together” or the dynamic minimalist
ireflection “Watercolors In the Rain,” the
*|Heads continue sowing the good vibes,
the better guitar sounds and enough
groove to keep the room rocking.
| From the first drum crack and building
pound of “That’s A Fact, Jack,” there’s
a plea to come to our senses, drill down
and find ways to come together. That
notion of coming together informs the
hip-checking shuffle of “How Could I,”
a more personally beseeching song of
apology and fixing it with some searing
guitar and a tumbling backbeat.

Don’t be a big chicken! Show off you chicken
impersonation skills on the Sanders Stage
with your best imitation of a chicken by strutin’
cluckin” and crowin’!

Open for all ages. The crowd will vote for their
favorite contestant, presented by Wildcat Harley
Davidson. Prizes: 1st ($100), 2nd ($75), 3rd ($50)

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25

Blame it on England. When the Ken-
tucky Headhunters were growing up, the
rock & roll coming across “the pond” -
hard rock bands Led Zeppelin, CREAM,
Cactus and the Rolling Stones, as well
as the Beatles, Kinks and Faces made
its way to Edmonton, Kentucky where
Richard and Fred Young and their cousin
Greg Martin were raised. It also perme-
ated the Missouri bootheel, where Doug
Phelps, who was born in Leachville,
Arkansas, grew up.

“Susannah” was first inspired from
the passing of one of Doug’s long time
musical influences and eventual friend,
Levon Helm, drummer and vocalist for
The Band. “He and I were both born in
Arkansas and I always felt a connection
to him because of that,” he says. “It hit
me pretty hard when I heard of Levon’s
passing and I just kept hearing him sing
‘Ophelia’ in my head. That led me to
singing ‘Susannah’ in its place and once
that started, the story fell into place for
me and I couldn’t write the lyrics down
fast enough! It became a song about the
special women that love and support their
‘music man’ and how they understand
what it is that drives us.”

Something about the mods, the rockers,
the twist of the classic American blues
of Howling Wolf and Muddy Waters got
under those boys’ skins. Even during
their multi-platinum dominance of
country music, winning Country Music
Association, Academy of Country Music
and American Music Awards, the Head-
hunters were always more a rock band
with rural roots than a country band with
big amps.

“I didn’t fly. I was scared,” laughs
Richard Young. “So even when things
were rocking, we didn’t go to England,
or Europe, and anywhere that needed a
plane. We had the music, and that was

9 PM. |

what England was to us. “But when
Black Stone Cherry took off over there,
John Fred (his son) set it all up for us to
go. We went over to Scandinavia and
played SwedenRock first, opening for
Queen... It was like we, the Kentucky
Headhunters, had made it. Decades later,
there we were on this rock festival two
bands down the bill from Queen.

“Then we got to England, loaded into
Sprinter vans - and when we pulled up at
the Borderline, there was a line of people
around the block!

“We’d never made it to England, the
place we pulled so much influence from,
but our music had.”

Blame it on Carnaby Street. When
London was swinging and Itchy Broth-
er was playing their heavy rock/blues
around the American South and almost
getting signed to Zeppelin’s Swan Song
Records, the future Grammy-winners
were sopping up the long-legged birds,
hip-hugger fashions and sense of a psy-
chedelic grooviness that is more present
on That’s A Fact, Jack than at any time in
one of the most far-ranging and eclectic
careers in American music.

“When we got to England, people were
holdin’ up cards that said, ‘Stumblin’,””
Young marvels. “They even knew the
Johnnie Johnson records we’ve made
together. They knew all the blues stuff,
the rock & roll stuff. It was magical...
And since we’d never been there when
it was all happening, Fred wrote ‘Cup of
Tea,” which is all about what that era was
all about. It’s 1968 and Carnaby Street
and all those girls and bands and inno-
cence.” The Merseybeat-steeped “Cup”
draws on a time long gone, but somehow
feels fresh and sparkling in the innocence
of drummer Fred Young’s raw- boned
vocal delivery. The drummer brother also
contributes a full-frontal take on Rick

KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS

STAGE OF STARS

Derringer’s “Cheap Tequila,” equally
redolent of a time when rock was wild,
untamed and elegantly squalid.

Blame it on nostalgia. But only the
most frisky, vital sense. When the Heads
converged on Barrick Record Studio in
Glasgow, Kentucky, they were amazed
at how fluid and fun these sessions were.
Young admits, ““To be honest, this band
plays everything... and we just decided
to play everything we loved. T.J. Lyle
from the (Georgia) Thunderbolts was up
visiting. We got to writing lyrics to some
of these songs.

“Like ‘How Could I,’ it’s about the
generations and how life goes. I was this
old cat up at the Practice House writing
with Black Stone Cherry, remember-
ing Itchy Brother and the girls coming
around - and how some of those girls
became our wives. It all goes ‘round,
don’tit?

“And when we decided to just play
what we loved, Fred wanted Greg to sing
‘Cheap Tequila,” because he has that Rick
Derringer kinda voice. But Greg wanted
to do something else. ‘Cheap Tequila’
was one of those songs we all just loved,
so Fred did it. But Greg said, ‘If we’re
doing this, then I want to sing ‘Shotgun
Effie.” I wrote those lyrics and we did it
in ‘73 and I wanna do it again now.””

“Shot Gun Effie,” with its seek-and-
destroy guitar riff and hammer down
drumming, was Itchy Brothers very first
single. Still in high school, it was the
first record the boys put out, and nearly
fifty years later, this raging ode to a sil-
ver-haired leadfoot, Grandmother Effie,
is every bit as raucous and fun.

Blame it on semantics. Heck, blame
it on a world that’s slightly off its kilter.
Wildly apolitical, the Headhunters have
always been about spreading the love, the
joy, the come together. Whether it was a
heavy take on Bill Monroe’s “Walk Soft-
ly On This Heart of Mine,” a torqued up
read on Cargill Henson’s “Skip-A-Rope,”
or a psyche-blues spin on Norman Green-
baum’s “Spirit In The Sky,” the Head-
hunters continue to lift folks up, lighten
their load and bring people together.

“Growing up in a hippie nation, grow-
ing up with all that British music, it was
a great time to be learning all this stuff.
We’ve always been positive musicians
who were influenced by the hippie
coalition of the ‘60s. ‘Gonna Be Alright’
is a keep your chin up and care about
each other track, ‘That’s a Fact, Jack’ is
something your Dad’d say about getting
on with it, because that’s a part of getting
through where we are now. In the ‘60s
and ‘70s, people were people and politics
didn’t define you, what was in your heart
did. That’s what it’s really about.

“So, this album, beyond all the fun
of just getting in there and playing, is a
statement for our society in these times,
and an offering of what we think people
need right now. You know, in Europe,
we’re played on Planet Rock and clas-
sic rock stations. They don’t even think
about what we might be labeled here,
they take us on the music. There’s a lot
for all of us to take from that.

“Don’t worry about the labels, man.
How’s it make you feel? If you ask me,
this is modern society Southern rock &
roll. It’s for the times and the people. It’s
all the influences and all the things we
love, all the things with no borders or
worrying about what doesn’t fit.”

Now That’s A Fact, Jack.
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JD SHELBURNE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 |

STAGE OF STARS
| “contemporary energy. This dynamic ,
ensemble brings together seasoned mu-

J.D. SHELBURNE has gone from a tobacco
farm in Taylorsville, Kentucky, to the upper
reaches of country music. The Nashville-
based singer/songwriter found a guitar after
returning home at 19 for his grandmother’s
funeral, learned how to play, and began
writing and singing his own songs. By his
sophomore year of college, J.D. was playing
gigs at local bars in Louisville and Lexington,
building a fan base that is still expanding.
His debut single and video, “"One Less Girl,’
made its world premiere on CMT in 2018
and went on to the Music Row chart's Top
30 with more than thirty adds at country
radio. CMT again provided the world
premiere of his second song and video, “She
Keeps Me Up Nights” in April of 2019.
Considered one of the hardest-working
artists in show business, J.D. has played
over 3000 shows, and the accolades and
accomplishments that followed have been
the stuff of dreams.

J.D's album Straight From Kentucky, released
in June of 2021, took him
to the iTunes Top Ten

for the first time in his
career, with the title track
becoming a modern-day
state anthem featured

in Texas Roadhouse
Restaurants nationwide.
“Church Pew Bar Stool”
reached #1on the CMT
12-Pack in its first week

-

RAISED an. the
GOOD STUFF

. Jnsuuaumf

e

Recorded with The Grammy Award winning group,
The Oak Ridge Boys.

“One Less Girl" a Top 30 song at Music Row,
with video reaching more than 200K combined

Performed on Grand Ole Opry on July 5th, 2025 views on Facebook & YouTube.

CMT Music premiered “Church Pew Bar Stool” which

Released his own Signature Series 101 Small debuted at #1 on the CMTI2-Pack Countdown!

Batch Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey in June
2025 all over Kentucky. Featured on the cover of Kentucky Department of

Tourism's 2020 Official Visitor's Guide.
“Cars & Trucks” reached #1 on the CMT 12-Pack Count

down and the American Country Network Countdown
in 2025,

Vioted “Best in Kentucky" Musician/ Band by Kentucky
Living Magazine Readers in 2021, 2022 , 2023, 2024

, . and 2025.
2019 Bandsintown “Fan Favorite” artist for

performing more than 215 shows annually. Named
2022 Bandsintown “Top 500 bands in the world"

Raised thousands of dollars for charities like St.
Jude Children’s Hospital, Blessings In A Backpack,

Texas Roadhouse Artist of the Month - May 2020 - Susan . Komen forthe Cure.

Nationwide feature in nearly 600 restaurants. Performances for NASCAR, NBA, NCAA, & SEC

basketball games and stadium performances at

2021 Album “Straight from Kentucky" reached
MLB games.

#9 on the iTunes Country Chart/ Top 60 on the
All Albums Chart!

Featured on NBC Meet the Press, Whiskey Riff,
Fox News, Great American Country Network,
RFD-TV, Circle All Access & Newsmax.

JDSHELBURNE.COM

Opened for 70 National Acts including ZZ Top, Marty
Stuart, Kellie Pickler, Montgomery Gentry and more!

of release. The follow-up,
“Hometown In My Headlights,’ premiered by
Newsmax and People and landed at #2 on
CMT 12-Pack and in the Top 40 on the Music
Row chart in 2021. “Fine by Me" premiered

on “Sounds Like Nashville” and most recently
“The Road | Grew Up On" premiered on
Heartland Network and CMT.com.

J.D!s current album, Neon Hallelujah,

was released in July 2023. lIts title track
premiered on “The Boot" in February

and the official video reached #2 on the
CMT 12-Pack, with the follow-up, “Cars

& Trucks,” hitting #1on CMT and the
American Country Network in 2024/25

— marking eight straight music videos

on CMT! Country Music Hall of Fame
Members The Oak Ridge Boys collaborated
with Shelburne on “Amazing Grace” for the
same album. The year 2024 was a record-
breaker for J.D., as he wrapped up a tour

of 110 dates, and 2025 has kicked off with

a bang, as he'll release his seventh album
"Raised on the Good Stuff" in addition to
another 150 -plus tour dates including his
recent Grand Ole Opry Debut in July and his
new Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey on
shelves all over Kentucky. “The dream keeps
getting bigger,’ says J.D., “and I'm grateful
for every day and every fan.’

<.\ )ascap
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ntroducing Ida Clare: a captivating

blend of Americana and Bluegrass
that harkens back to the roots of Ameri-
can music while infusing it with a fresh

sicians who share a passion for story-
telling through song.
At the heart of Ida Clare’s sound
K is Lea Cockrell, whose soulfi voice
weaves tales of love, loss, and the
human experience with unparalleled
emotion and depth. With a voice that
effortlessly traverses the highs and lows
of the musical landscape, Lea delivers
the focal point of the band’s sonic tap-
estry, drawing listeners in with heartfelt
pedelivery.

Joining Lea on stage is banjo player
Robin Thixton, whose roots in tradition-
al Bluegrass shine through in every note
she plays. With a history of performing
with many standard bluegrass groups
including the all-girl band Petticoat
Junction Robin brings a wealth of expe-

THURSDAY,
SANDERS STAGE

5:00-REGISTRATION FOR COL SANDERS
LOOKALIKE CONTEST & PEGGY INKS

3:00

. CoL SANDERS
530 LOOKALIKE CONTEST
6:00 "ESCAPETHE FIRE

6-00PM

6:30
7:00
7:30
8:00
8:30
9:00
9:30

10:00
10:30 .

g ‘}701_1.‘-1

6:00-7:00- KARADKE
REGISTRATION
( LIMITED TO 20)

KARAOKE

CONTEST
7:00-10:30

11

IDA CLARE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25TH | 6 PM. | STAGE OF STARS

rience and expertise to Ida Clar infusing
their music with the authentic sound

of Appalachia while adding her own
unique flair and style.

On mandolin, and as the band’s
primary songwriter, Jim Wheatley
brings a poetic sensibility to Ida Clare’s
music, drawing inspiration from the
world around him to craft evocative and
introspective songs that resonate with
audiences on a profound level. Whether
he’s channeling the beauty of nature or
reflecting on the complexities of the hu-
man condition. Jim’s songwriting serves
as the backbone o Ida Clare’s repertoire,
adding depth and nuance to their soun

Rounding out the lineup is bass player
and audio engineer Ni Stevens, whose
diverse background in music brings
a unique perspective to Ida Clare’s
sound. While his roots may lie outside
of Bluegrass, Nick’s impeccable taste,
tone, and timin have made him an in-
valuable addition to the band, anchoring
their music with his solid bass lines and

expert engineering skills.

Together, Ida Clare is more than
just a band - they’re a musical joumey
through the heartland of America, where
tradition meets innovation and the past
merges seamlessly with the present.

With an impressive repertoire of origi-
nal songs that showcase their collective
talent and creativity, Ida Clare is poised
to make a lasting impression on the
world of Americana and Bluegrass mu-
sic, one heartfelt performance at a time.

ole

N

SEPT. 24, 2026
STAGE OF STARS

TOURISM & PARKS

CoLD RIVER
(BLUEGRASS BAND)
7:00PM

BOURBON REVIVAL
(BLUEGRASS/ROCK)
8:00PM

WORLD'S LARGEST STAINLESS STEEL SKILLET

THURS SPM-9PM , FRIDAY AND SAT

PM-10PM, SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

KEN INVASION
ALL WEEKEND

Th 12

e

Rotary CHIC
F(JlJHd']TI{]M

CERMETOWN KIDDIE WORLD

ALL WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 24-27, 2026

est 1990

LONDON, KENTUCKY

FRIDAY, oEPT.
SANDERS STAGE STAGE OF STARS

10:00

11:00 %

11:30

12:00 CLUCKIN' STRUTTIN’

12:30 AND CROWIN’

1:00 CONTEST

1:30  ROBERT MICHAEL

2.00 HAVARD ‘-o__!:l__D 9”
2.30 1:30PM - Il Tlad
3.00 | WHISKEY RIDGE TOURISM & PARKS
3.30 2:30PM

4:00

4.30 STUDIO LONDON

5:00 4:00

5:30

6:00 MACKINLEIGH ANGLIN

6:30 6:00PM IDA CLARE

7.00 6:00PM

7:30

8.00 JD SHELBURNE
8:30 7:30PM

9:00

9:30 KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS
10:00 9:00PM

10:30
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SEPTEMBER 2Y4-27, 2026
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FIRST AID STATION

HANDICAP PARKING
g ™ wwsweer PR == = u LAW ENFORCEMENT FE%%ID LOST & FOUND

ALLOWED FESTIVAL PARKING HOURS:

THURSDAY 5-11 PM SATURDAY 10 AM - 11 PM
FRIDAY 10 AM - 11 PM SUNDAY 1-5 PM

9TH STREET
8TH STREET
7TH STREET
6TH STREET
5TH STREET
4TH STREET
3RD STREET
2ND STREET

MAIN STREET

99-107

MAIN STREET

108-117

174:163

9TH STREET

8TH STREET

7TH STREET
4TH STREET
3RD STREET
1ST STREET

5TH STREET

DIXIE STREET

CARNIVAL MIDWAY

CARNIVAL MIDWAY

BROAD STREET

VENDORS

BROAD STREET CARNIVAL MIDWAY

6TH STREET

LONG STREET

1. LaDONNA'S W/ CORNERSTONE 36. K’S BARGAINS 69. MYSTIC MOBILE TATTOO 105. BOURBON HATTERY 137. ASCEND MARKETING SOLUTIONS 173. B.A.C.A.
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 37. CK KRAFTY KREATIONS 70. LIGHT IT UP 106. BUTTER DAYS AHEAD 138. MEL & CO 174. MARY JUDE’S BOUTIQUE
2. SHANNON’S STUFFY STYLE 38. KINGS KETTLE KORN & 71. GAALS GEMS 107. WALMART DC 6897 139. BATHFORMATION 175. MCKEE LODGE #144
3. THE PALACE W/ NLHS DANCE TEAM SOUTHERN SIPS & SWEETS 72. AMAZING GRACE MISSION TRANSPORTATION 140. ULTIMATE DESIGNS 175-A. BOMBSHELL BEAUTIES BOUTIQUE
4. GRANNY PIGS W/ DORTHAE PENTECOSTAL W/ LONDON WOMENS LEAGUE 73. THE BOUTIQUE AT CLEAR CREEK 108. GRUB HUT W/CHAD’S HOPE 141. BRUSK 175-B. SOUTHERN ROOTS DESIGN
CHURCH 39. SCENTSY 74. FAITH MINISTRIES CHURCH 109. HARTSYFARTSY CARICATURES 142. LITTLE LOVE BUGS DEPOT 175-C. Y-12 CREDIT UNION
5. CRICKET WIRELESS 40. THE BOUJEE CHRISTIAN 75. BRIGHTER FUTURES THERAPY CENTER 110. SOUTH LAUREL VOLLEYBALL 143. SOUTHERN CHARM LONDON 176-D. CELEBRATE RECOVERY
6. MARTIN’S MERCHANTS 41. BUCKIN COLT VINTAGE CLOTHING 76. BIN BOSSES 111. PACKS A KICK IN THE END BEER CHEESE 144. CHEN CUI, INC 175-E. LIVE ON LOUD-THE TAYLOR
7.HD BEAUTY 42. BLUEGRASS PEST MANAGEMENT 77. BELLEWOOD DESIGNS 112. RED OAK MARKET 145. CORNEY TWISTS DAVIS FOUNDATION
8. MY BELLA BELLA BOUTIQUE 43. THE MEDICARE STORE 78. MARINER FINANCE 113. ARTISTIC Q STUDIO 146. ENCHANTED FACE PAINTING 175-FE. FALCO DRILLING COMPANY
9. CAMPING WORLD 44. APPALACHIAN WIRELESS 79. BRANDYS WILD WELLNESS 114. KATY’S KREATIONS 147. UNITED STATES ARMY 175-G. M&M ENTERTAINMENT
10. OCTOBER'S WIND 45. KYNECT 80. NASHBREW COFFEE 115. TRENCH MONEY DESIGNS 148. UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 175-H. GRACEFUL THREADS
11. MAGNOLIA BLOSSOM BOUTIQUE 46. KNOTTY GAL CROCHET 81. OUR WOODEN NOOK 116. VFW #3302 149. KENTUCKY ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 175-1. MICHAELS EMBROIDERY
12. CALICOCO SHOPS 47. PAPPY’S WOOD CRAFTS 82. PLUM COTTON APPAREL 117. LAUREL COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 150. DAV #66 175-]. ALPHA SYSTEMS/RAINBOW OF SOMERSET
13. SAINT JOSEPH LONDON 48. KEEPSAKES AND FLOWERS 83. LAUREL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 118. TIPSY TULIP 151. NATIVE JEMZ 175-K. SHADES AND SCENTS
14. COZY KITTY CREATIONS 49. FLETCHER & MATNEY 3D PRINTING 84. LONDON LAUREL RESCUE SQUAD 118A. Purple Dragon 152. LEGENERDY CREATIONS 175-L. ROOF REFRESH
15. KEAVY DAV CHAPTER 158 50. WORKMAN VARIETY 85. EAST BERNSTADT CHURCH OF GOD YOUTH 119. PRO4MANCE ROOFING & HOME 153. AIR RAID TRAMPOLINE PARK 175-M. SECOND MILE
16. NEON SQUEEZE W/ SOULS HARBOR CHURCH 51. KYLEE’'S KREATIONS 86. MOONSHINE MOUNTAIN SOAP COMPANY IMPROVEMENTS 154. DRAGONFLY DESIGNS 175-N. Onward Development
17. OTG W/ LONDON ROTARY 52. HIS CRAFT OUR BROTHERHOOD 87. MATT’S NAME RINGS 120. JUNEBERRY BOUTIQUE 155. FRIENDS DRIFT INN 175-0.
18. ZIGGY’S CUSTOM AIRBRUSHING 53. KHLOE’S UNIQUES 88. BIG D’S WOOD & CROCHET CRAFTERS 121. RUSTIC CHIC CRAFT BOUTIQUE 156. LAUREL CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. 175-P. Truth Elite
19. VALHALLA SKAL 54. ALEX’S GREEK FOOD W/ SOUTH 89. REBUILDING APPALACHIA 122. LONDON LAUREL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 157. LONDON POLICE DEPT. 176. AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE
20. FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH LAUREL MARCHING BAND 90. SPARKS 3D 123. BAYOU BILLY SWEET TEA 158. PARTY WITH PICKLES-FACE PAINTER 177.
21. FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 55. JACK & SOPHIE’S BOUTIQUE 91. FROGGY HOUSE CHOCOLATE LAB W/CHAMBER 159. LAUGHING MONKEY AMUSEMENTS 178. SDB VENDING
22. FESTIVAL KING 56. KINGS PALACE BOUTIQUE 92. THE TWISTED MARE 124. DUSTY DIAMOND BOUTIQUE 160. BORDEN DAIRY W/ISAIAH 58:10 179. SACRED EARTH
23. GOLDEN CORRAL 57. UNREAL EMPORIUM 93. BLONDIES PERMANENT JEWELRY 125. ENDLESS CHARM PERMANENT JEWELRY 161. UNCLE DAY DAYS MINI DONUTS 180. STYLE WITH JOETTA
24. REVERIE SKIN LAB 58.I'M SO FANCY 94. SWEET TOOTH MEMORIES 126. POUR BOYZ W/SL SMOKE 181. RONALD R VAN STOCKUM JR
25. LONDON DOWNTOWN 59. RENTADRESSKY.COM 95.1T°S ALL ABOUT YOU 127. SWEET WALLY’S 162. JUNIOUR’S HIBATCHI W/SLHS CHEER 182. CHAMPION WINDOWS
26. TOUBA YEWEL ADIYA 60. BRUSK 96. MY MASSAGE PILLOW 128. GRACE HEALTH 163. LIGHT US UP 183. TIN ROOF RELICS
27. LOCAL HONEY 61. CUMBERLAND VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 97. KENDRA'S SHAVED ICE W/LONDON 129. COCO BONGOS W/S.L. SOCCER 164. TECH MEDICAL HOME CARE 184. MYSTIC MOBILE TATTOO
28. TONY AND MARY 62. GOODY GOODY’S & GIFTS LAUREL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 130. HICKORY HILL FREEZE DRIED 165. BREAD OF LIFE BAKERY 185. BAPTIST HEALTH
29. JAYDEN KATES BOUTIQUE 63. MISTY MOUNTAIN GAMING 98. AMP/BEAT THE BAR 131. BLONDIES MINI MELTS 166. LEAFFILTER GUTTER PROTECTION 186. THE JOB SHOP
30. BLOCK SHARPENER 64. CUSTOM AIRBRUSH BY TOM 99. MARSHALL & KATHY’S YARD ART W/HACKER ELEMENTARY CHEER 167. ANGELA'S FRESHIES & 3D TOYS 187. R AND B WITCHERY
31. SOUTHERN DRAWL ART & TATTOO CO. 65. BRYAN’S HATS & BELT BUCKLES 100. ORNAMENTS 4 U 132. LAUREL CO. REPUBLICANS 168. WILLA LOU & CO 188. MCINTOSH MADE
32. A STITCH IN TIME 66. PHILBILLY’S W/DILLON 101. FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 133. OTG W/LONDON LAUREL CHAMBER 169. AT&T 189. TIMIDWA LLC
33. BUNS TRADE LLC HAMMONS FAMILY FOUNDATION 102. LAUREL COUNTY LIFE CENTER (THE NEST) 134. EARLS DIE CAST 170. SAVVY BEAUTY 190. BOAL EXPRESS
34. FRESHLY SOUTHERN 67. SEXTON FAMILY FARMS & APIARY 103. VNA HEALTH 135. AISIN AUTOMOTIVE CASTING 171. GEORGIA GLASSWORKS
35. HERE'S 2 LIFE CUSTOMS 68. SOUTHERN DESIGNS 104. SESTER AND CO. REALTY 136. C2G ENVIRONMENTAL 172. PINE & PEAK
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STUDIO LONDON

“RUN FOR THE
FRIDAY, SEPT. 25TH | 4 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

ROOST" 5K RACE

vate vocal studio that
was founded with the goal of
helping every student, re-
gardless of age or experience
level, find their voice.

Since its start in 2012,
hundreds of local, young
singers have learned the fun-
damentals of healthy vocal
technique, song selection,
and confident stage presence.

Graduates have gone on
to perform in a plethora of
venues including Ameri-
can Idol, Broadway Artists’
Alliance, Governor’s School
of the Arts, Belmont Musical
Theater Company, and many
have received music scholar-
ships at the collegiate level.

In 2022 Studio London
relocated from London to

WORLD CHICKEN FESTIVAL

UN

the Kentucky Music Hall of
Fame in Mount Vernon, KY,
where its founder, Amber
Hannah Hibbitts, serves as
resident voice instructor.

At this location students
from Laurel County, Madison
County, Rock Castle County,
Whitley County, and Knox
County attend weekly voice
coaching sessions in the his-
toric recording studio located
in the center of the Kentucky
Music Hall of Fame.

As they are coached in
the glass, soundproof stu-
dio, Renfro Valley tourists
and artists can observe the
lessons live as they tour the
museum.

To inquire about signing
up for voice lessons contact
Amber (859) 618-9484

SERVICE ANIMALS ONLY

e love our four-legged friends, but
we kindly ask you to leave them
safely at home during the World Chicken
Festival.
The City of London, Ky has an ordinance
against allowing pets within the event.
Ordinance NO. 2012-01 (13): No per-

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 |
SIGN UP 8 AM.
EVENT STARTS 9 A.M. |
FARMERS MARKET

he Run for the Roost 5K is ready for

all you chickens, roosters and hens to
take on. The course has been revamped this
yea with a flat, quick PR course that starts and
ends at the London Farmer Market on Race
Day. Register at https://chickenfestival.com/
run-for-the-roost-5k-race/

This year’s race benefits South Laurel High

School’s Track and Field and Cross-Country
teams.

son, other than a licensed exhibitor of the
Chicken Festival, shall have in any area
of the chicken festival, during the time of
the Chicken Festival, any animal. Service
animals are always welcomed.

Kentucky does not recognize emotional
support animals (ESAs) for public access

rights as it does service animals.

This means emotional support animals
can be denied access to public places.
Hittps://theservicedogs.com/emotional-sup-
port -animal-laws-kentucky/#a-quick-snap-
shot-of-esa-laws-in-kentucky Last updated
March 13,2023.

SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT

0TG HOT WING
EATING CONTEST

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26
SIGN UP 11 AM.-12 PM.
EVENT STARTS 12 PM.
SANDERS STAGE

SUNDAY, SEPT. 27, 2026

2292} GOSPEL EGG-STRAVAGANZA STAGE
STAGE OF STARS

10:00
10:30

11:00
11:30
12:00
12:30

COMMUNITYWORSHIPSERVICE 10:00AM

INCASE OF INCLEMENTWEATHER,THE SERVICEWILLBEHELD
IN THE FIRSTUNITEDMETHODIST CHURCHAUDITORIUM

WORLD'S LARGEST STAINLESS STEE
SKILLET OPENS 1:00PM

:gg THE FRANKLINS 1:00PM
TOURISM & pars N 200 TIM LOVELACE 2:00PM

2:30

3:00

230 FAIR HAVEN QUARTET 3:00

3 JEFF & SHERI EASTER 4:00PM

5:00
JOSEPH ELA"K

WORLD'S LARGEST
STAINLESS STEEL SKILLET

AUSTIN ELLIS
7:30PM

THURS SPM-9PM , FRIDAY AND SAT

F 12PM-10PM, SUNDAY 1PM-5PM
10:00 IREHOUSE London CHICKEN INVASION Do you like it HOT? The Hot Wing Eat-
10:30 9.0 n Rota ry ing Contest has been a long tradition at
: - Clib ALL WEEKEND the World Chicken Festival.
u

Who will be crowned champion this year
and be able to crow about it?

Contestants are limited to the first 20 regis-
trants ages 18+ so make sure you arrive early.

This contest is presented by SAM 103.9
and Old Town Grill

KIDDIE WORLD
ALL WEEKEND

SATURDAY MUSIC

TROY BURCHETT & THE
TROY CARLOIS BAND

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH
5:30 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

roy Burchett is a
Kentucky-based

singer/songwriter and
frontman of The Troy
Carlois Band, delivering a
powerful blend of Coun-
try Rock, Southern Rock,
Country Blues, and Classic
Rock. Known for his
energetic stage presence
and audience engagement,
Troy brings a show that
keeps crowds on their feet
from the first song to the
last encore. Based in Pres-
tonsburg, Kentucky, Troy
has spent years performing
throughout the Appala-
chian region and beyond,
building a loyal fan base
through authentic song-
writing, strong vocals, and
high-energy live perfor-
mances. His music com-
bines heartfelt storytelling
with the driving sound of
Southern Rock and Classic
Rock influences.

CAREER HIGH-
LIGHTS

* Featured in the TCN
music video “That’s My
Girl”

¢ Performed at Nash-
ville’s legendary Bluebird
Cafe

* Performed at Nash-
ville’s iconic Tootsie’s
Orchid Lounge

* Appeared at Nash-
ville’s Wildhorse Saloon

* Recorded an original
CD project in Nashville,
Tennessee

* Television appearances
on RFD-TV, Living Faith
TV, and Studio 3 West
Virginia

* Featured on multiple
radio stations and stream-
ing platforms throughout
the region

* Established regional
performer with a growing
online audience

RADIO & MEDIA
APPEARANCES

* Killer B Radio

*WDOC Radio

* WMDIJ Radio

* Red Barn Radio

* SongCast Radio

* iHeartRadio

* Q95 “In the Studio”
with Allen Bolling

* Internet Radio Net-
works

* Spotify Radio Playlists
* RFD-TV

e Living Faith TV

» Studio 3 West Virginia

NOTABLE VENUES,

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

* Bluebird Cafe - Nash-
ville, Tennessee

* Tootsie’s Orchid
Lounge - Nashville, Ten-
nessee

* Wildhorse Saloon -
Nashville, Tennessee

* West Virginia Coal
Festival - Madison, West
Virginia

* Hillbilly Days - Pikev-
ille, Kentucky

* World Chicken Festival
- London, Kentucky

* Apple Festival - Paints-
ville, Kentucky

e Alley Fest - Prestons-
burg, Kentucky

e Jenny Wiley Festival -
Prestonsburg, Kentucky

LIVE SHOW

What separates Troy
Burchett & The Troy
Carlois Band is their
ability to connect with
audiences. Whether per-
forming original music or
crowd-favorite classics,
Troy’s high- energy style,
audience interaction, and
professional musicianship
create an unforgettable live
experience that keeps fans
engaged and venues book-
ing repeat performances.
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SATURDAY MUSIC

PET THAI
YEI|

SATURDAY, SEPT, 26TH
3PM. | SANDERS STAGE

et that Yeti is a 5 piece Appalachian Mountain

Rock band hailing from the hills of Jackson
County, Kentucky. Pet that Yeti is known for its
upbeat vocal harmonies and ripping guitar solos.
From the classic covers to the lively original mu-
sic, you do not want to miss out on Pet that Yeti”

HAVE FUN AT THE ANNUAL

CHIGHEN FESTIVAL

<rGraceHealth

OFFERS A FERRIS
WHEEL OF CARE FOR
EVERY STAGE OF LIFE

Call 606-526-9005 or
visit gracehealthky.org

Come by the Grace Health table to learn more about us!

o
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SATURDAY MUSIC SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT

| - WHISKERS AND
AUSTIN > " BEARD CONTEST

cls )

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH
7:30 PM. | STAGE OF STARS

hen Austin Ellis was a kid, music became his

refuge. Today it’s his livelihood. From his
Maryland roots to NBC’s The Voice (Season 6, Team
Adam), the Nashville-based artist has performed
across North America and earned a reputation as one
of the highest-rated entertainers on GigSalad.

Austin blends soulful acoustic, pop, and R&B origi-
nals with versatile covers spanning all genres and eras.
His warm, compelling voice and engaging personality
leave audiences smiling, uplifted, and wanting more.

Expect high-energy sing-alongs, smooth grooves,
and feel-good vibes that turn any festival field into
an unforgettable party. Austin Ellis brings the per-
fect mix of heart, soul, and stage presence — don’t
miss his set!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
1-1:30 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

Can you compete with a chicken’s wattle and beard?
Open to all ages as you show off your long facial
air.
Special thanks to our panel of judges from Somerset

Community College Cosmetology School.

They will be choosing the most im-peck-able style of
beards.

Wildcat Harley Davidson is egg-cited to see those
flock of hair flow on a future Harley-Davidson.

PRIZE (WATTLE)

EGG'CITING BEARD DIVISION

Ist place $100 | 2nd place $75 | 3rd place $50
“a HOMETOWN P P b
AISIN Appalachiain (- Prdis PRIZE (WHISKERS)
AR AT TV E RS TINGE KOG An East Kentucky Ne mu(tCumpsaws M USTACH E DIVISION

Ist place $100 | 2nd place $75 | 3rd place $50

Eb“ﬁDOH It'e the Place to Bel : ' — - . ——s '. cn-a]nm%
T e, SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT

ROOSTERTAIL
EKH) MULLET CONTEST
MOTHER HEN

A‘ CommonSpwrr'%' LE&IN ‘GE g | Perry m@

COMMERCIAL BANK Saint Joseph Foundations FEDERAL CREDIT UNION o s

TOURISM & PARKS

. @ IN KIND
HATCHING SECURITY IR X Y ‘é

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
2-2:30 PM. | SANDERS STAGE

usiness in the front, party in the back! The
mullet hair style is back. Let your “Rooster
Tail” spread its wings at the World Chicken Festi-
val. We want to see the coolest Roostertail Mullet
Hairstyles.
Somerset Community College Cosmetology pro-
gram will be the panel of judges.

DIVISION CATEGORIES
Syrs and under Division: 1st $100; 2nd $75; 3rd
$50
6-12 yr Division: 1st $100; 2nd $75; 3rd $50
18yrs and up: 1st $100; 2nd $75; 3rd $50

SATURDAY MUSIC

JOSEPH CLARK

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH | 6 PM. | STAGE OF STARS
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n acoustic cover band that brings fresh energy to timeless favorites. Blending rich harmonies, skilled

musicianship, and an engaging stage presence, the band delivers crowd-pleasing performances spanning
classic rock, country, pop, folk, and today’s hits. Whether it’s an intimate gathering or a large festival stage,
they create an atmosphere that gets audiences singing along, dancing, and making lasting memories. They bring
a diverse setlist and a passion for live music!

SATURDAY MUSIC

JAKE VANOVER

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH | 7 PM.
rﬁ o

| SANDERS STAGE

Jake Vanover is a
seasoned artist from
Mt. Vernon, Kentucky,
whose rich vocal range
falls somewhere be-
tween Keith Whitley,
Daryle Singletary and
Zach Top.

He was a member
of Doyle Lawson and
Quicksilver—whose
work earned a Gram-
my nomination—and
later toured with Jimmy
Fortune’s band as both
a singer and guitarist.
Jake has also played
guitar for David Friz-
zell, T. Graham Brown
and Laci J. Brown on
Carnival’s Cozumel
cruise.

He has performed all
across the United States
and even played with
Doyle Lawson live in
Prague. Jake was part
of the Renfro Valley
Barn Dance show in Mt.
Vernon and has sung on
stage with Dailey and
Vincent at the Grand
Ole Opry.
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SATURDAY MUSIC

ireHouse has been rockin’
Ffor over three decades. Their

music has taken them all over
the world and has produced gold,
platinum, and multi-platinum records
in the United States and abroad. Their
career began in 1990 with the release
of their self- titled debut album Fire-
House on Epic Records.

The band’s first single release to
metal radio, Shake & Tumble, en-
joyed impressive success, selling over
100,000 copies instantaneously. The
band then released Don’t Treat Me
Bad, which became their first Top
Ten hit. This was followed by Love
of a Lifetime, which also entered the
Top Ten, reaching the #3 spot on the
United States charts and was awarded
Bridal Magazine’s “Wedding Song of
the Year”.

FIREHOUSE

This string of hits vaulted Fire-
House’s self-titled debut album to
double platinum status in the United
States, and it also went gold in Canada
and several countries in Asia. At the
1992 American Music Awards, Fire-
House found themselves accepting the
award for Best New Hard Rock/Metal
Band in 1991, chosen over Nirvana
and Alice in Chains.

The band’s second album, released
in 1992, Hold Your Fire, produced hits
such as Reach for the Sky, Sleeping
with You, and When I Look into Your
Eyes, which peaked at #5 on the US
charts. This album earned the band
two more gold albums and sold over 2
million copies worldwide.

In 1995, FireHouse released their
third album on Epic Records, sim-
ply titled 3. Once again, FireHouse

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26TH | 9 PM. | STAGE OF STARS

produced another Top Twenty hit in
the United States with I Live My Life
For You and reached the #1 spot in
several markets around the country.
Their fourth album, Good Acoustics,
was released in 1996 and quickly went
gold in six countries. Good Acous-
tics contains unplugged versions of
the group’s greatest hits, as well as
four new songs. This album produced
foreign hits such as In Your Perfect
World, Love Don’t Care, and You

Are My Religion. It also includes a
cover of The Eagles’ Seven Bridges
Road and has received massive critical
acclaim.

To date, FireHouse has released 9
albums, selling over 7 million records
worldwide. They have been a part of
countless compilations like Monster
Ballads, which sold over a million

2026 World Chicken Festival Program 2026 World Chicken Festival Program

SUNDAY MUSIC

TIM LOVELACE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | 2 PM
GOSPEL EGGSTRAVAGANZA

A GRAMMY® and Dove Award-nominee, Tim
Lovelace is a Billboard Top 5 comedian, member
of the Gospel Music Hall of Fame, author, BMI
award-winning songwriter and acclaimed multi-in-
strumentalist. He hosted RFD-TV’s The Music City
Show, and Lovelace’s current Moments that Mo-
tivate daily radio series—two-minute lighthearted
and touching anecdotes from his life shared with a
heaping dose of inspirational insight—is nationally
syndicated and also featured on SiriusXM’s Bill
Gaither’s enLighten channel. Endeared to audiences
around the world for his diverse musical talents and
crystal clean humor, Lovelace’s comedic hit songs
can be heard on radio stations across the country.
While his talents have been featured on various
Gold and Platinum-selling videos, his ultimate goal
is to utilize humor to inspire people to discover real
joy and to passionately pursue their own dreams.

64 LUMBER
CHICKEN
INVASION

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,
SEPT. 24-27, 2026 | LAUREL

copies in the US. They have shared the
stage with some of the biggest names
in music, and several FireHouse songs
have been featured in TV shows and
movies. In 2008, Don’t Walk Away
was featured in the movie The Wres-
tler, and in 2022, Don’t Treat Me Bad
was featured in the HBO hit series
Peacemaker.

After CJ Snare’s untimely pass-
ing, Nate Peck was announced as the
band’s new lead singer in May 2024.
With CJ’s blessing, he had been filling
in since October 2023 while CJ was
recovering from surgery. Nate is a
vocal phenom who captured America’s
attention after receiving his “Golden
Ticket” on American Idol in March
2023. He has garnered unwavering
support and approval from Fire-
House’s entire fanbase.

COMMUNITY

WORSHIP SERVICE

10 A.M. SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 27

GOSPEL EGG-STRAVAGANZA
(TOWN CENTER PARK)

he Community Church Service will

be at Town Center Park and the

pel Egg-stravaganza Stage. First Christian

Church and First Methodist Church will be
leading the community church service with
praise and worship and a message. Bring a
chair or blanket. Stay for the Gospel music

entertainment that begins at 1 p.m. In
of inclement weather, the service will
held in the auditorium of First United
odist Church.

Gos-

case
be
Meth-

SUNDAY MUSIC

THE FRANKLINS

COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27 | 1PM. | GOSPEL EGGSTRAVAGANZA

We are The

: Frank-

= lins - a family
Southern Gospel
trio blessed to
share the Gospel
through song.
God has given us

Flock on over to the 84 Lumber Chicken
alove for South-  [nvasion to see the most colorful art dis-

ern Gospel music
and a desire to
encourage His
people and reach
the lost. Every
time we sing,

play of wooden themed artistic chicken.
Local businesses, non-profits and schools
have painted their version of an “egg-cit-
ing” chicken that will be viewed by thou-
pur prayes isethat sands of visitors. The public will have an
lifted, lives will Opportunity to vote for their favorite deco-
be touched, and - yqreod chicken for $1.00 and proceeds will

Jesus Christ will
be glorified. benefit the London Rotary Club.

SUNDAY MUSIC

FAIR HAVEN QUARTET

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | 3 PM. | GOSPEL EGGSTRAVAGANZA
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ince the beginning of their

music ministry in 2004 the
Fair Haven Quartet has traveled
extensively to churches through-
out Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennes-
see while appearing on national
programs such as The Gospel
Greats with Paul Heil, Southern
Gospel Music’s #1 radio program
heard coast to coast, and a featured
artist on the syndicated gospel
music television show, The Brush
Arbor Jubilee as well as currently
appearing on America’s Gospel
Music on the RFD network.

They have also performed nu-
merous times at the historic Renf-
ro Valley Theaters and Dollywood
Theme Park in Pigeon Forge, TN
during their October Harvest Festi-
val. They have enjoyed hosting the
World Chicken Festival in Lon-
don, Kentucky for several years!

SUNDAY MUSIC

JEFF & SHERI EASTER

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 | 4 PM. | GOSPEL EGGSTRAVAGANZA
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or Jeff and Sheri,
gospel music is
genetically pro-

grammed in their DNA.
As members of acclaimed
musical families Jeffs
father is one of the Easter
brothers and Sheri’s moth-
er is a member of people
The Lewis Family they
grew up surrounded by the
sound of people praising
God through their musical
gifts.

In August of 1984,
both were at the Albert
E. Brumley Sundown to
Sunup Gospel Singing
in Arkansas. Jeff, who
was playing bass for the
Singing Americans at the
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time, took the opportunity
to reintroduce himself
to Sheri’s mother Polly;
they had met previous
occasion. Polly introduced
Jeff to Sheri and the two
were married ten months
later. They traveled and
performed as part of The
Lewis Family for several
years. But in 1988 they de-
cided it was time to strike
out on their own, and they
haven’t looked back since.
Jeff & Sheri have been
nominated for numerous
Dove Awards and won
nine. They’ve also re-
ceived two career Grammy
nominations, and Sheri has
been named Singing News

-

Favorite Alto eleven times
and the singing News Fe-
male Vocalist four times.
In 2012, Sheri received
Alto of the Year by the
National Quartet Conven-
tion’s first annual awards.
Most recently, Jeff &
Sheri were awarded the
Trio of the Year for the
2021 Singing News Fan
Awards. Jeff & Sheri’s
wall of awards also in-
clude three Society for the
Preservation of Bluegrass
Music Association, two
International Country
Gospel Music Associa-
tion, nine Voice Awards
for Female Artist, five
Voice Awards for Song/
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Single of the Year, two
Voice Awards for Christian
Country Group, four SGM
Fan Fair/USGN awards,
seven SGN Scoops Dia-
mond Awards, four Hearts
Aflame Awards, and three
Cash Box awards. They
have also participated in
the Gaither Homecoming
Video Series since 1993.
“When we perform, we
want people to leave a
little different than when
they came in,” Sheri ex-
plains. “ We want them to
have a great time smil-
ing, laughing, crying and
healing. We want them to
know God loves them and
that He is in control.”



A PROCLAMATION HONORING
LINDSAY SHARP i

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

hereas, Lindsay Sharp graduate
s;s/ of South Laurel High School in

2002 and graduate of Lindsey
Wilson College in 2006 is the World Chicken
Festival’s biggest fan, while meeting strang-
ers who ask “Where are you from?” Lindsay
always responds with London K'Y, Home of
the World Chicken Festival.

Whereas, Lindsay’s love of the WCF began
on day one of the first festival in 1990. She
spent every single minute of every single day
watching parades, visiting vendors, eating
lots of food while wearing her signature Hee
Haw overalls. The last pair of overalls were
originally purchased at Bob’s Ready to Wear.

Whereas, dedication of displaying all
of her collectible WCF shirts as an advent
calendar anticipating the countdown to her
number one anticipated “holiday” out of the
12 months of the year, the World Chicken
Festival.

Whereas, Lindsay has only missed one
festival over the past thirty years. She moved
to Springfield Missouri following graduation
from Lindsey Wilson College and worked

for Camp Barnabas, a camp for children with
special needs. She cried the entire weekend
and vowed to never miss another one. While
fighting cancer in 2019, her only request was
for the Doctors to schedule her treatments
around the World Chicken Festival.

Whereas, Lindsay believes in traditions,
each year she enjoys fried snickers on the
Laurel County Courthouse steps, sharing a
bucket of mini donuts with friend, buying her
official festival t-shirt eating at the World’s
Largest Stainless Steel Skillet, visiting each
vendor booth numerous times an walking the
entire WCF venue to meet and greet every-
one with a smile.

Whereas, Lindsay passion for promoting
London and Laurel County by sharing her
memories and WCF stories. A couple from
Alabama after hearing of Lindsay’s Festival
Memories, visited two consecutive years.
They were impressed with the beautiful town
and the festival. Lindsay says she just cannot
understand how anyone couldn’t love it as
much as she does.

Whereas, There are many who enjoy the
festival but few who are as obsessed, as Lind-
say Sharp is definitely one of a kind and once
you’ve met her, you will remember her spunk
and sparkle. If you see a little lady in chicken
festival overalls stop and say hi. Don’t ask
her to sell them... they are a tradition and
traditions are priceless.

Now Therefore, I, David Westerfield, Judge
Executive of Laurel County Fiscal Court
in the State of Kentucky, ask all our county
residents to join me in proudly honoring and
celebrating Lindsey Sharp for her profound
dedication and inspiring example of com-
mitment to excellence in promoting London/
Laurel County by emphasizing the World
Chicken Festival on the 5th day of January in
the year 2020, declaring the last Saturday in
September as Lindsay Sharp Day.

Welcome to the
2026 World
hicken

estival

Everything’s
Better with

1'000 Cubefland Falls Hwy - Corbin KY - 528-1630
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JUST CUT OUT THE COUPON

AND SEND IT TO

P.O.BOX 830, LONDON, KY 40743
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IN MEMORY

BY NITA JOHNSON
Correspondent

LONDON — There are few areas
of Laurel County’s history that Lon-
don native Tom Handy didn’t touch
during his 82 years.

His impact stretches from nearly
40 years in law — 28 as 27th Cir-
cuit Commonwealth’s Attorney for
Knox and Laurel counties — to be-
ing a founder of the World Chicken
Festival through the London-Laurel
County Tourist Commission, still
being a board member at the time of
his passing.

Handy was one of the founders
of the World Chicken Festival as a
board member of the London-Lau-
rel County Tourist Commission
and long-time chair of that board,

a supporter of London’s homeless
shelter, as well as an advocate for
victims rights — especially for
children. He was instrumental in
establishing a victims advocate in
the judicial system as well as being
on the committee for the design of
the Laurel County Judicial Center.
Watching the drug epidemic in
southeastern Kentucky rise over the
years, Handy became involved with
Congressman Hal Rogers’ Opera-
tion UNITE, where he served as a
board member. His leadership also
earned him a spot on the Kentucky
Leadership committee and he was
one of three founders of the Lead-
ership Tri-County which was estab-
lished in 1987 to develop leadership
among Laurel, Knox and Whitley
county leaders. He was also active
with mission trips for First Christian
Church of London, participating in
ventures to build homes and share
the ministry in foreign countries.

Handy also dabbled in film and
politics. His parents operated Town

London I-75

Center Hotel on Main Street, when
Hollywood classic Burt Lancaster
starred in the 1955 film, “The Ken-
tuckian.” The crew filmed scenes in
Levi Jackson State Park and stayed
at Town Center during their filming.
A young Handy and his brother Jim
were “extras” in the movie. Town
Center Park is so named in honor
of the legacy of the Handy family
business.

Handy’s uncle, Fred Lucas, was a
state senator and influenced Handy
in the political field. His aunt, Opal
Lucas, was the National Republican
Chair, and she and Handy’s mother
Lou were instrumental in having
the original plan of I-75 running
between London and Somerset
changed to run through London.
Handy ran for Kentucky Attorney
General in 1991 and threw his hat
into the 1995 Governor’s race as
running mate for the Larry Forgy
gubernatorial ticket. Although he
was defeated in both races, Handy
continued to advocate for victims as
Commonwealth’s Attorney until his
retirement.

Tom and Jim Handy were also
promoting tourism in the commu-
nity long before tourism became
an economic focus. They built the
first high-scale hotel — Ramada
Inn — off Exit 38 (now the site of
Baymont Inn) and operated The
Charcoal House, a popular meeting
spot for many years. They then built
a motel off Exit 41 with an attached
restaurant, The Haymarket, the site
of the new GoTime complex.

In later years, Handy was also
instrumental in the development
of the Sheppard Family Basket-
ball Court at the London-Laurel
Wellness Park, which recognizes
former UK basketball standouts,

Jeff Sheppard and wife Staci, as
well as their daughter Madison and
son, Reed Sheppard.

Reed Sheppard played for the
University of Kentucky for one
season before being a
#3 draft pick cur-
rently playing for the
Houston Rockets. The
park sign recognizes
all regional and state
team members from
Laurel County.

Danny Evans, who
worked with Handy
as a prosecutor for

the tourist commission. He was a
wealth of knowledge about the tour-
ism industry and after 47 years with
the commission, I would call him
an expert on the subject. Tom never
- backed down from a
good debate and man,
those debates could
be long,” she said. “I
learned a lot working
with Tom over the
last 14 years and I am
thankful to have had
that opportunity. I
know I can speak for
the entire commission

25 years, described
Handy as not only a
co-worker but a mentor and close
friend.

“Tom hired me as Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney in 1978 and [
worked with him until his retire-
ment in 2003. He was outstanding
in the legal field, in jury trials, an
excellent public speaker and a great
friend,” Evans said.

Handy’s dedication to serving
justice and serving victims was an
impactful role as Commonwealth’s
Attorney. He prosecuted many high
profile cases including murders.

“Tom would take on difficult
tasks that he didn’t have to, such
as several capital murder cases,”
Evans continued. “He was a mentor
to me. Every young attorney needs
a Tom Handy in their life.”

That sentiment was seconded
by members of the London-Laurel
Tourist Commission. Executive Di-
rector Kim Collier praised Handy’s
contributions to the commission and
tourism in general.

“Tom was a great leader and
mentor. He always made thought-
ful decisions about the business of

TOM HANDY

when I say we will all
miss his guidance and
friendship. Our prayers are with his
family at this time.”

London-Laurel County Tourist
Commission Chair Jamie Harrison
also commended Handy for his
dedication to the community.

“Tom Handy’s passing is a
profound loss for the community.
He was deeply passionate about
growing London and Laurel County
into a true tourist destination. His
leadership, insight and dedication
left a lasting mark and his guidance
and wisdom will be greatly missed
by all knew him.

“Besides his volunteer work in
tourism, Tom was someone who
cared about people and the future
of this community,” Harrison
continued. “His vision and commit-
ment will continue to inspire those
who carry his efforts forward. His
legacy will live on in the progress
he helped create and the lives he
touched.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney Jackie
Steele volunteered to work under
Handy, coming on board in 2002,
just prior to Handy’s retirement.
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FORMER COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEY, TOURISM LEADER PASSES

“I came in and worked under
Danny Evans as Commonwealth’s
Attorney. Growing up, I heard
of Tom Handy — he was known
as a skilled prosecutor and he
set a bar that others all over the
state followed,” Steele said. “He
gave back to the community in
many ways — through Operation
UNITE, Leadership Tri-County,
child advocacy, victims rights, and
tourism. It was an honor to work
with him. He was always looking
to do good for the community and
for other people. He has left some
large footprints that will never be
filled.”

“A dedicated public servant and
Christian man who lived his faith,
Mr. Handy was at the helm during
Operation UNITE’s transformative
years,” stated UNITE President &
CEO Tom Vicini. “He witnessed its
creation and growth to be the most
effective and comprehensive an-
ti-drug program in Kentucky — if
not the nation. He put aside political
and socio-economic differences to
bring positive change for all citizens
of our great Commonwealth.”

In expressing their condolences,
Leadership Tri-County stated in a
Facebook post, “His legacy lives
on in the nearly 600 alumni who
continue to lead, serve and work
toward a more unified Southeastern
Kentucky. He also is the namesake
for our Laurel County student
scholarship given each year. Thank
you, Tom!”

Handy is survived by his wife,
Bonnie; his son, Starr Handy and
wife Amy; daughter Dennie Beth
Mills and husband Matt; brother,
Jim Handy and wife Kathy; and two
nephews, Jason Handy and Jimmie
Handy.

Red Roof Inn London I-75 is 100% non-smoking hotel.
Being off of I-75, this hotel offers easy access to Daniel Boone Motocross Park,
Levi Jackson Wilderness Road State Park and Renfro Valley Music Barn. All rooms include free Fi-Fi
and a free expanded cable package featuring HBO. Guests can enjoy our large picnic area outside
and complimentary continental breakfast. Ask us about our meeting room! One well-behaved family
pet per room is welcome at Red Roof Inn London I-75.

(606) 862-8844

110 Melcon Lane « London, KY
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Play nhow,
pay later.

No payments for

90 days on your next
new auto or toy loan.
Don’t be chicken, scan
to apply now.

AirMedCare Network

An AirMedCare Network Membership covers your entire household and guarantees NO out-of-pocket costs, only e Fy<r . .
when transported by an AMCN provider. ” A | o ¢ 3 e e - First payment due no later than 90 days

. until further notice; interest accrual
professionals. begins on date of funding. Existing

For information on AMCN Membership, contact your local Membership Sales Manager: @ 5 oy T W _— . g Z-mgcu Ioa;_st excludcted. Ratedpricingf
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Jeremy.Stone@gmr.net ¥ .2
AIR EVAC LIFETEAM NETWORK® A e f at only and can be withdrawn at any time.

6064923081 . . : : 0. L \ | - Federally insured by NCUA.
amcnrep.com/Jeremy-Stone | Track Code: 15500 A Global Medical Response Solution i : ¥ Vi bt i

Dispatch decisions are made by emergency medical personnel; 5

membership does not guarantee transport by an AMCN provider.

. . . e . : F - | e m ey L] after loan funding for qualified loans
When seconds count™, you can count on your local Air Evac Lifeteam medical > - F . e, e T |ﬁ__|§| originating on or after April 1, 2026,
) I:I.

porhy ey SAVE THOUSANDS

www.daybrosrvsales.com & START YOUR FALL ADVENTURES

@ENTEGRA
COACH?®

. On-Site Camping . Propane & Dump Station § RV Service, Parts, & Body Shop
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4870 E. Hwy 552

London, KY 40744 { Easy Financing § Top Camper Brands @ Luxury Motorhomes
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Don't Miss the 36" Annual
World Chicken Festivall




