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GO TEAMS!
We hope everyone has a safe and successful season!

SAV-RITESAV-RITEHome CareHome Care
Locally Owned and Operated since 1995
14141 N US 25E, Corbin, KY 40701
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BARBOURVILLE, Ky. – 
Union Commonwealth University 
football has announced its 2026 
schedule. The Bulldogs are set to 
play six home games next fall.

Similar to last season, the Battle 
for the Brass Lantern will open the 
2026 campaign, this time at James 
H. Taylor II Stadium in Williams-
burg, Ky. The game is scheduled 
for Thursday, Aug. 27 at 7 p.m.

UCU follows with another non-
conference road game at Faulkner 
on Sept. 5 at 1 p.m., closing out 
the home-and-home series. Union 
will then have a bye week.

Following the bye week, the 
Bulldogs have a pair of noncon-
ference home games at William-
son Stadium. Union hosts Taylor 
on Sept. 19 at noon, followed by 
Lindsey Wilson on Sept. 26 at 

2:30 p.m.
Home conference play begins 

Oct. 3 against Reinhardt at 6 p.m. 
Homecoming follows on Oct. 17 
against Rio Grande at 4 p.m. The 
Bulldogs host Pikeville on Oct. 
31 at 3 p.m., before closing out 
the home schedule on Senior Day 
against Bluefield on Nov. 14 at 4 
p.m.

Union’s two conference road 

games will be at Point on Oct. 10 
at 1 p.m. and Kentucky Christian 
on Oct. 24 at 1 p.m.

Throughout the season, an up-
to-date version of the schedule can 
be found by clicking here.

2026 Union Football 
Schedule

Aug. 27 – at Cumberlands
Sept. 5 – at Faulkner

Sept. 12 – Bye Week
Sept. 19 – Taylor
Sept. 26 – Lindsey Wilson
Oct. 3 – Reinhardt
Oct. 10 – at Point
Oct. 17 – Rio Grande
Oct. 24 – at Kentucky Christian
Oct. 31 – Pikeville
Nov. 7 – Bye Week
Nov. 14 – Bluefield

UNION COMMONWEALTH FOOTBALL

BARBOURVILLE, Ky. – The 
Kentucky Pro Football Hall of 
Fame recently announced the 
2026 Collegiate All-Common-
wealth Team, which is presented 
by Community Trust Bank.

This preseason honor rep-
resents the top college football 
players who are attending a Ken-
tucky college or university.

John Law, Tate Spayd, Antwan 
Young, Trenton Childers, and 
DeMarco Hopkins each received 
this honor for Union Common-
wealth University.

When discussing the five play-
ers, head coach Boston Bryant 
said he is proud of their accom-
plishments.

“We are very proud to have 

these five men represent our 
program as members of the 
All-Commonwealth Team,” 
Bryant said. “These guys are all 
from the great state of Kentucky 
and represent all the standards 
for this great honor. They are 
great players, caring teammates, 
hardworking students, and ac-
tive members on our campus. We 

are thankful that they are part of 
Union football.”

The student-athletes selected 
to the All-Commonwealth Team 
were recognized at the 2026 
Kentucky Pro Football Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony.

The ceremony was held at the 
Pam Miller Downtown Arts Cen-
ter on Friday, June 26, at 3:30 

p.m. Each player received a Col-
legiate All-Commonwealth Team 
championship ring during the 
ceremony.

The players also were recog-
nized during the Kentucky Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s Purple 
Jacket Dinner and Induction Cer-
emony at 6 p.m. the same day at 
the Hilton downtown.

Five Union football players named 
to 2026 All-Commonwealth Team

2026 Union Football schedule announced
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Good Luck Teams!!Good Luck Teams!!

BY LES DIXON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

LYNN CAMP — For Al-
len Mitchell, taking over the 
Lynn Camp football program 
means a little more than ac-
cepting another coaching 
job.

It’s a return home.
After spending 15 seasons 

away, Mitchell is back at 
Lynn Camp, where he once 
suited up as a Wildcat him-
self.

Now he’s beginning his 
first season as head coach of 
his alma mater with hopes of 
building a program that com-
petes on every snap.

Lynn Camp is coming off a 
5-6 season, but Mitchell isn’t 
entering his first year placing 
a certain number of wins or 
championships on his play-
ers.

“Being my first year back 
home after 15 seasons away, 
I only have one expectation 
from our guys, and that is for 
them just to compete every 
play, whether it is in practice, 
a game or the classroom,” 
Mitchell said. “If we can do 
that, the winning will happen 
on the field and in life.”

Mitchell takes over a 
Lynn Camp team that will 
be young in several areas but 
does return experience on 
both sides of the football.

Throughout the offseason, 
he’s been encouraged by the 
work ethic and excitement 
surrounding his players.

“Our student-athletes are 
working tremendously hard 
and are excited to show their 
growth from all the work 
put in during the offseason,” 
Mitchell said.

For Mitchell, that growth 
isn’t just about individual 
improvement.

He wants to establish a 
team-first mentality through-
out the program, and he 
believes the relationships 
his players have developed 
could become one of Lynn 
Camp’s biggest strengths.

“The strength of our team 
is the bonds that they have 
formed with each other,” he 
said. “I believe that they will 
play for each other and won’t 
care who scores, just that we 
have more points at the end 
of the game on Friday night. 
One of the things I talk with 
our group about is being the 
best teammate you can be, 
and I think they are trying to 
live up to that expectation.”

The Wildcats return five 
starters offensively, and 
Mitchell makes no secret 
about where Lynn Camp’s 
success on that side of the 
football will begin — up 
front.

Jason Kiskaden, Blake 
Partin and Ethan McFarland 
give the Wildcats three ex-
perienced pieces along the 
offensive line, and Mitchell 
believes their performance 
could go a long way toward 
determining what Lynn 
Camp accomplishes.

“We have five returning 
on offense, and we will go 
only as far as our offensive 
line takes us,” Mitchell said. 
“I have a lot of confidence in 
three of our returners up front 
with Jason Kiskaden, Blake 
Partin and Ethan McFarland. 
I have high expectations for 
those guys.”

The Wildcats also return 

experience at two of the most 
important offensive posi-
tions.

Quarterback Conner Mabe 
and running back Christian 
Hart will be counted on to 
provide production out of the 
backfield.

“I also look for quarter-
back Conner Mabe and run-
ning back Christian Hart to 
have breakout years,” Mitch-
ell said.

Lynn Camp also brings 
back five starters on defense.

Some of the same players 
expected to carry significant 
responsibilities offensively 
will be asked to do the same 
on the other side of the foot-
ball.

“We also have five return-
ers on defense,” Mitchell 
said. “Some of those same 
offensive guys will be relied 
upon heavily, as they have 
the most experience even 
though some of them are 
young.”

Special teams is another 

area Mitchell plans to em-
phasize heavily during his 
first season.

“Special teams usually 
win or cost you at least three 
games a year, so we work 
heavily in this area,” Mitchell 
said. “We will split kicking 
and punting duties with mul-
tiple players, but Christian 
Hart has been punting the 
ball extremely well through 
the early season practices.”

Despite the optimism sur-
rounding his return and the 

progress Lynn Camp has 
made throughout the offsea-
son, Mitchell understands 
there will be challenges.

“There are a lot of con-
cerns, as we are going to be 
an extremely young team 
and we have some guys in 
new positions, but our kids 
will rise to each challenge 
presented to them,” he said.

Making things even more 
difficult will be an early-sea-

Mitchell returns home looking to 
build winning culture at Lynn Camp

LYNN CAMP WILDCATS

2026 PIGSKIN PREVIEW

The Wildcats return experience at two of the most important offensive positions. Quarterback Conner Mabe and 
running back Christian Hart (pictured) will be counted on to provide production out of the backfield. | FILE PHOTO

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 21 — at Jellico, 7 p.m.
Aug. 28 — Berea, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 4 — at Knott County Central, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 — at Jackson County, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 25 — Middlesboro, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — Williamsburg, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 — at Harlan, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 23 — at Pineville, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 30 — Clay County, 8:30 p.m.

SEE CAMP, PAGE 10
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GOOD 
LUCK
Wishing all

the teams and
coaches a
successful

season!

BY LES DIXON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

WILLIAMSBURG — 
There’s plenty of experience 
back, plenty of strength and, 
plenty of reason for opti-
mism surrounding the Wil-
liamsburg Yellow Jackets 
entering the 2026 football 
season.

Williamsburg is coming 
off a 6-5 campaign that saw 
the Yellow Jackets advance 
to the second round of the 
Class A playoffs before their 
season ended with a 56-
18 loss to perennial power 
Pikeville.

With nine starters return-
ing offensively and a roster 
Williamsburg coach Jerry 
Herron believes is one of his 
strongest, the Yellow Jack-
ets have their sights set on 
taking another step forward.

“We have several return-
ing players with a lot of 
experience,” Herron said. 
“If we continue to improve, 
we’ll put ourselves in a po-
sition to compete in our dis-
trict and region.”

Herron likes what he has 
seen from his team through-
out the offseason, espe-
cially in the weight room. 
Williamsburg has added 

strength to a roster that also 
gives the Yellow Jackets 
plenty of flexibility on both 
sides of the football.

“This is one of the stron-
gest teams we’ve had at 
Williamsburg,” Herron said. 
“These players have skill 
and a good work ethic.”

The Yellow Jackets will 
have plenty of familiar faces 
on the offensive side of the 
football with nine starters 
returning.

Quarterback Reese 
Hatcher returns to lead the 
offense and will be sur-
rounded by an experienced 
group of playmakers that 
includes wide receivers TJ 
Cornett, Lane Jeffries and 
Chase Meddles, along with 
running back Eli Meadors. 
Gavin Smith returns at tack-
le to help anchor the offen-
sive line.

“We’ve worked hard in 
the weight room and de-
veloped strength,” Herron 
said. “We’re very versatile. 
Everyone can play multiple 
positions.”

Williamsburg returns five 
starters on defense with ex-
perience spread throughout 
each level of the unit.

Xavier Quant and Jacob 

Jones return along the de-
fensive line while Jeffries 
and Landon White will be 
counted on at linebacker. 
Noah Jones and Meadors 
give the Yellow Jackets ex-
perience in the secondary.

The ability of several 
players to contribute on 
both sides of the football 
will be important, but it 
also brings one of the big-
gest challenges that comes 
with playing at the Class A 
level.

“Like all Class A teams, 
we worry about injuries and 
depth,” Herron said.

Williamsburg also has 
several key roles on special 
teams.

Hatcher will handle punt-
ing duties while Quant will 
serve as the Yellow Jackets’ 
kicker. Cornett and Med-
dles are expected to give 
Williamsburg playmaking 
ability in the return game.

With several players fill-
ing multiple roles, staying 
healthy will be especially 
important as Williamsburg 
works its way through a 
schedule Herron believes 
will prepare his team for the 
games that matter most.

The Yellow Jackets are 
scheduled to play Leslie 
County, Paris, Frankfort, 
Sayre, Pineville, Lynn 
Camp, Middlesboro, Har-
lan, and Knox Central.

“Schedule should get us 
ready for our district and re-
gion if we continue to stay 
healthy,” he said.

The expectations at Wil-
liamsburg remain high.

The Yellow Jackets aren’t 
entering the season simply 
hoping to reach the postsea-

Experienced Yellow Jackets have 
high expectations entering 2026

WILLIAMSBURG YELLOW JACKETS

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 21 — Leslie County, 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 28 — Paris, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 4 — at Frankfort, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 11 — Sayre, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 2 — at Pineville, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 9 — at Lynn Camp, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 — Middlesboro, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 23 — Harlan, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 30 — at Knox Central, 7:30 p.m.

SEE W’BURG, PAGE 10

Quarterback Reese Hatcher returns to lead the offense and will be surrounded by an experienced group of playmakers that includes wide receivers TJ Cornett, Lane Jeffries 
(pictured) and Chase Meddles, along with running back Eli Meadors. | FILE PHOTO

2026 PIGSKIN PREVIEW
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It’s football season, and we
wish our Colonel football team a
successful and exciting season!

WHITLEY COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Making Great Things Happen

300 Main Street
WILLIAMSBURG

KENTUCKY
606-549-7000
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WHITLEY COUNTY COLONELS

BY LES DIXON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

WILLIAMSBURG — 
After posting a 1-10 mark 
last season that led to a 
first round loss to Boyle 
County in the Class 4A 
state playoffs, coach Matt 
Rhymer is excited to see 
what his Whitley County 
Colonels can accomplish 
this fall.

“We certainly are ex-
cited for the season to get 
started,” he said. “Our 
team worked hard this off 
season and had a produc-
tive spring practice. We 
have a young team, and 
they understand the pro-
cess of development and 
the vision of getting better 
every day. 

“Our demeanor has 
been positive through fall 
camp this far,” he added. 
“We have a lot of guys who 
have played some level 
of varsity football and an 
off season to get stronger. 
Experience and develop-
ment create higher con-
fidence and expectations. 
Our team is beginning to 

believe in themselves as a 
result of this process.”

Rhymer said the Col-
onels will be returning 
talented and experienced 
players in both sides of 
the ball.

“We have multiple guys 
who played varsity foot-
ball last season on both 
sides of the ball,” he said. 
“Eli Rose will be a key part 
of our offense as the quar-
terback. He brings a ton 
of leadership and ability 
to the offense and makes 
everyone around him 
better. Key contributors 
at the skill positions will 
be Landon Rose (WR), 
Christian Wilson (WR), 
Aaden Taylor (RB), John 
Richardson (OL). These, 
along with several others, 
will play significant roles 
on offense.

“On defense we have 
multiple players who 
are returning with a lot 
of Varsity experience,” 
he added. “Jerry Barnes 
(LB), Brayden Stephens 
(DB), Landon Bryant 
(DL), will all be leaders 

and key for our defense 
success. 

“Special teams are al-
ways a big focus for our 
team,” Rhymer contin-
ued. “We will get our best 
players on special teams 
and try to gain an edge in 
that portion of the game.”

With tons of experience 
returning, Rhymer be-
lieves that will pay off in 
the long run for Whitley 
County. 

“Our strength will be 
the fact that we are re-
turning a lot of guys who 
have played varsity foot-
ball against quality oppo-
nents,” he said. “We are 
still very young, but those 
guys are doing a great job 
developing and under-
standing how to practice 
and prepare. 

“Our obvious con-
cern is the youth of our 
team,” Rhymer added. 
“We have a tough sched-
ule, and each week will 
be a great challenge. We 
will be playing 25 fresh-
man and sophomores 
every week. This is excit-
ing for the future, but we 
have to be able to weather 
some storms with a tough 
schedule and not lose 
confidence.”

A tough slate awaits the 
Colonels, which will have 
Whitley County geared to 
be ready to play from day 
one.

Rhymer’s squad opens 
the season against Knox 
Central and then follows 
with Hazard, Rockcas-
tle County, South Lau-
rel, Bell County, North 
Laurel, Perry Central, 

Rhymer excited for season to begin 
for his young Colonels squad

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 21 — Knox Central, 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 28 — at Hazard, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 4 — at Rockcastle County, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 7 — Pulaski County, 6 p.m.
Sept. 11 — South Laurel, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 — at Bell County, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 25 — at North Laurel, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — Perry County Central, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 — Corbin, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 23 — at Harlan County, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 30 — Madison Southern, 7:30 p.m.

“Eli Rose will be a key part of our offense as the quarterback,” Coach Matt Rhymer said. “He brings a ton of leadership and ability to the offense and makes everyone 
around him better.” | FILE PHOTO

SEE COLONELS, PAGE 11
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BY LES DIXON
Sports Contributor

CORBIN — Expecta-
tions are nothing new for 
the Corbin Redhounds.

And entering the 2026 
season, those expectations 
might be as high as ever.

Coming off a 10-4 sea-
son that ended one point 
shy of a trip to the Class 4A 
state championship game, 
Corbin returns a wealth of 
experience and talent from 
a team that proved it could 
compete with the best in 
Kentucky.

The Redhounds reached 
the Class 4A state semi-
finals last season before 
suffering a heartbreaking 
34-33 loss to eventual state 
champion Boyle County.

Now Corbin enters 2026 
being mentioned among the 
top teams in Class 4A and 
as a legitimate contender to 
bring a state championship 
back to Redhound Country.

Corbin coach Luke Sal-
mons isn’t shying away 
from those expectations.

“I think our team has 
embraced the high expec-
tations coming into the sea-
son, but it still comes down 
to daily improvement,” Sal-
mons said. “There is a day-
by-day mentality with this 
team, and they are focused 

on what is next and how 
to get better. We believe 
we can win the state title. 
We have worked extremely 
hard in the offseason, and 
this team is coming togeth-
er as one. It’s a process, but 
I like this team.”

After coming within a 
point of playing for a state 
championship, Corbin 
hasn’t needed much moti-
vation throughout the off-
season.

Salmons has seen a team 
willing to put in the work 
necessary to take the next 
step.

“We have been working 
hard for months now, lift-
ing and training, learning 
more about our systems and 
positions,” Salmons said. 
“We have an extremely 

hungry group. They want to 
get better every day and are 
very coachable. They are 
getting closer as brothers, 
and it is cool to watch them 
push each other to be great. 
Players and coaches have 
expectations to be the best.”

The hunger, combined 
with an experienced roster, 
gives the Redhounds plenty 
of reason to be excited.

“Our kids are hungry 
to be great, and as a head 
coach, that is a big goal,” 
Salmons said. “Guys want 
to contribute and make each 
unit they play on elite. We 
have a great group of athlet-
ic kids that play as one and 
have very good leadership 
by those seniors and expe-

Redhounds embrace high expectations, set 
sights on another deep postseason run

CORBIN REDHOUNDS

Corbin brings back numerous players who contributed offensively during last year’s 
run to the state semifinals. It starts at quarterback with returning signal-caller 
Mason Salmons. | FILE PHOTO

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 21 — Western Hills (Ohio), 8:30 p.m.

Aug. 28 — North Laurel, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 4 — Bryan Station, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 11 — Pulaski County, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 — at Frederick Douglass, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 2 — at Johnson Central, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — Harlan County, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 — at Whitley County, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 23 — at Perry County Central, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 30 — Great Crossing, 7:30 p.m.

SEE CORBIN, PAGE 10
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UNIVERSITY OF THE CUMBERLANDS FOOTBALL

Patriots announce 2026 football schedule
WILLIAMSBURG — The 

University of the Cumberlands 
football program is set for an-
other challenging campaign as 
Head Coach Shan Housekeep-
er has announced the Patriots’ 
2026 schedule. The 10-game 
slate features five home contests 
and five road games, includ-
ing matchups against five op-
ponents mentioned in the final 
2025 Postseason NAIA Football 
Poll.

“There’s no easy way through 
our schedule for sure,” said 
Housekeeper. “The Mid-South 
Conference has a lot of really 
good football coaches and a lot of 
good football players. We start at 
home and work through a tough 
schedule. We’ve got some good 
non-conference opponents and 
then obviously traveling down 
to play Keiser is a challenge. It 
starts out with a rivalry game, so 
there’s no easy way through our 
schedule.”

The Patriots will open the sea-
son on Thursday, August 27, 
when they host Union Com-
monwealth University in the 
annual Battle for the Brass Lan-
tern at James H. Taylor II Sta-
dium. Cumberlands has won 
seven straight meetings against 
the Bulldogs, including a 45-11 
victory last season. Kickoff is set 
for 7 p.m.

“It’s always a good opener,” 
Housekeeper said. “There’s a 
lot of people locally that are 
connected to both institutions. 
We’ll be playing on a Thurs-
day night to kick off the col-
lege football season and playing 
for the Brass Lantern is always 

something we want to play well 
for. There’s a lot to play for in 
that game.”

UC will then hit the road on 
Sept. 5, for a matchup with 
Bluefield University at 1:30 p.m. 
The Patriots have won three 
straight meetings against the 
Rams, including a 66-12 victory 
in Williamsburg last season.

The Pats return home the fol-
lowing week to host Warner 
University on Sept. 12, at 1:30 
p.m. Cumberlands owns a 2-0 
advantage in the all-time series 
and defeated the Royals 27-14 in 
Florida last season.

“Those teams all present dif-
ferent challenges,” Housekeep-
er said of the non-conference 
schedule. “Bluefield has always 
had an explosive offense, so 
we’ve got to be well prepared 
for that. Warner has really good 
athletes and played hard last 
year, and we expect the same 
thing this year.”

Non-conference play contin-
ues on Sept. 19, when UC trav-
els to Rio Grande, Ohio for the 
first-ever meeting between the 
two programs. The RedStorm 
are entering just their second 
season of football and will be led 
by a new head coach in 2026.

“We’ve never played there, 
so you don’t know exactly what 
you’re going to get into,” said 
Housekeeper. “They’ve got a 
new football coach, so we’re not 
sure what they’re going to be 
schematically at this point, but 
we are excited for the opportu-
nity to play a new program.”

One week later, the Patri-
ots face one of their toughest 

tests of the regular season when 
they travel to West Palm Beach, 
Florida to take on No. 2 Keiser 
University. The Seahawks ad-
vanced to the NAIA National 
Championship game last season 
and enter the year as one of the 
nation’s premier programs. The 
all-time series is tied 1-1 after 

Keiser earned a 42-12 victo-
ry in Williamsburg last season. 
Kickoff is set for 3 p.m. and will 
conclude the non-conference 
schedule for the Pats.

“It’s obviously a challenge,” 
Housekeeper said. “The travel is 
a challenge and the opponent is 
a challenge. We’ve got to have a 

well thought out plan with play-
er recovery and preparation. 
When we get down there, we’re 
going to play one of the top 
teams in the country, so we’ve 
got to be ready for that.”

Following a bye week, Cum-
berlands will begin Mid-South 
Conference play at home against 
No. 11 Campbellsville Universi-
ty on Oct. 10. The Tigers have 
won the last two meetings, in-
cluding a 49-34 decision last 
season, and reached the NAIA 
Playoffs in 2025.

“There is no easy way to kick 
our conference off,” House-
keeper said. “Having a bye is 
nice because we can regroup 
from the travel, get back to 
fundamentals and prepare our-
selves. Then you open confer-
ence play against a team that 
was in the playoffs last year. It’ll 
be a good measuring stick to see 
where we’re at.”

The Patriots then travel to 
McKenzie, Tennessee to face 
Bethel University on Oct. 17, at 
2:30 p.m. UC earned a 34-10 
victory over the Wildcats last 
season for a ranked win, but 
the Patriots are looking for their 
first victory in McKenzie since 
2017.

Conference play continues 
on Oct. 24, when Cumberland 
University visits Williamsburg 
on Homecoming at 6 p.m.  The 
Phoenix have won the last three 
meetings, including a 40-37 
overtime thriller last season.

The Pats then head to George-
town College on Oct. 31. The 

SEE PATRIOTS, PAGE 11

The University of the Cumberlands football program is set for 
another challenging campaign as Head Coach Shan Housekeeper 
has announced the Patriots’ 2026 schedule. | COURTESY CUMBER-
LANDSPATRIOTS.COM
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SOUTH LAUREL CARDINALS

BY LES DIXON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

LONDON — The South 
Laurel Cardinals experi-
enced a breakthrough sea-
son a year ago.

The challenge now is 
continuing that success 
with a much younger cast.

South Laurel finished 
9-3 last season and ad-
vanced to the second round 
of the Class 5A playoffs 
before falling to eventual 
Class 5A state runner-up 
Pulaski County.

The Cardinals lost a large 
and experienced senior 
class from that team, leav-
ing coach John Hines with 
plenty of production to 
replace entering the 2026 
season. 

But while the faces might 
be younger, the expecta-
tions surrounding the pro-
gram haven’t changed.

“We will always have 
high expectations at South 
Laurel,” Hines said. “We 
believe we can build a 
program that’s going to 
be very, very strong for 
a number of years. That 
said, the variable this year 
is youth. We will be an ex-
tremely young team. We 
graduated a lot of seniors 
last year who had played 
a lot of football. Several of 
those guys were four-year 
starters. Lots of playing 
time to be filled with young 
players that just don’t have 
a lot of game experience. 
But we will always have 
high expectations, and our 
goal each year is to achieve 
our potential.”

Youth will be a common 
theme throughout South 
Laurel’s lineup.

Several sophomores are 
expected to play signifi-
cant roles, meaning the 
Cardinals could experi-
ence some growing pains 
as those players adjust to 
Friday nights at the varsity 

level.
“As I said, it’s a young 

team,” Hines said. “There 
will be several sophomores 
in the starting lineup. 
We’re excited about them, 
and we believe they’re go-
ing to be good players, but 
they just don’t have that 
game experience. Howev-
er, we’ve had a great off-
season program, a great 
spring practice, great 
speed training work, and 
minicamp was terrific. 
Our training camp prac-
tices have been high en-
ergy with good attitudes 
and good work ethic. We 
believe in time this young 
team will be a good team.”

South Laurel returns 
only one offensive starter 
from last season’s nine-
win squad.

Gunnar Queen returns 
at right guard and will be 
part of an offensive line 
composed primarily of up-
perclassmen who haven’t 
accumulated much varsity 
game experience.

“We return one offensive 
starter, Gunnar Queen 
at right guard,” Hines 
said. “Our offensive line 
is made up of upperclass-
men, however, not much 
game experience. Skyler 
Troutman, Jacob Lawson, 
Brady Valentine, Gunnar 
Queen and Gabe Pruitt 
look to be the starting five 
up front. Johnathan Inman 
is a guy who has started on 
the offensive line before 
and can plug in at any of 
those spots.”

While the offensive line 
will have to develop, South 
Laurel possesses plenty of 
young talent at the skill 
positions.

Sophomore Maddox 
Warren takes over at quar-
terback and is a player 
Hines believes has an ex-
tremely high ceiling.

“The skill positions will 
be led by quarterback 

Maddox Warren,” Hines 
said. “The sophomore has 
spectacular possibilities.”

One familiar face who 
will take on a larger offen-
sive role is Caleb Roark.

“Caleb Roark will see a 
lot of action on both sides 
of the ball this year,” 
Hines said. “He was pri-
marily a star in the defen-
sive backfield last season 
and was used sparingly 
on offense. However, this 
year you’ll see him carry a 
lot of the load.”

Junior Noah Ison takes 
over at running back while 
sophomores Ken Ellis, 
Brady Robinson and Da-
vieon Williams give War-
ren several young targets 
at wide receiver.

“Sophomore Ken Ellis 
at wide receiver, we ex-
pect to have a big season,” 
Hines said. “Junior Noah 
Ison takes over the run-
ning back position. He 
is very explosive. Sopho-
more Brady Robinson at 
wide receiver, sophomore 
Davieon Williams also at 
wide receiver, and first 
time ever playing foot-
ball, senior Ash Napier 
looks to get a lot of action 
at the tight end position. 
Also, sophomore Ross Ry-
ser will see a lot of action 
at the tight end spot. As 
we work into the season, 
we’ll be looking for a guy 
who can become our go-to 
guy.”

South Laurel returns 
only two starters defen-
sively, but both are com-
ing off impressive seasons.

Junior defensive back 
Caleb Roark finished sec-
ond in Class 5A in inter-
ceptions last season while 
junior linebacker Malachi 
Smith finished second in 
Class 5A in total tackles.

“Two starters return,” 
Hines said. “The two 
starters will be the main 
cogs on our defense. Junior 

Caleb Roark was second in 
the state in Class 5A in in-
terceptions last season as 
a defensive back. He will 
command the secondary. 

Malachi Smith returns at 
linebacker. The junior was 
second in the state in 5A in 
total tackles last season.”

Senior Johnathan Inman 
will make the transition 
from the offensive line to 
linebacker and join Smith 
in the middle of the de-
fense.

“Add to those guys se-
nior Johnathan Inman, 
who makes the move from 
the offensive line over to 
linebacker,” Hines said. 
“And we expect them to be 
the strength up the mid-
dle.”

The defensive front will 
feature senior Gannon 
Bargo along with sopho-
mores Tripp Taylor and 
Logan Webb.

“The defensive line will 
be anchored by senior 
Gannon Bargo and soph-
omores Tripp Taylor and 

Logan Webb,” Hines said. 
“Sophomore outside line-
backers Ross Ryser, Da-
vieon Williams and Jack-
son Hart will all see a lot of 
action at those two spots. 
Braylenn Centers, soph-
omore, and newcomer, 
senior Willelver Gavaria, 
look to be the top corner-
backs. At safety, we return 
Roark, plus sophomore 
Canyon Ellis looks to be 
the strong-side safety.”

One area where the Car-
dinals possess proven ex-
perience is in the kicking 
game.

Senior Cullen Dalrymple 
returns after establishing 
himself as a weapon for 
South Laurel.

“We return senior kick-
er Cullen Dalrymple,” 
Hines said. “Cullen has 

Youthful Cardinals look to build on nine-win season

One familiar face who will take on a larger offensive role is Caleb Roark. | FILE PHOTO

SEE SOUTH, PAGE 11

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 22 — Paul Laurence Dunbar, 5:30 p.m.  

(At Somerset)
Aug. 28 — Somerset, 8:45 p.m.

Sept. 4 — Knox Central, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 11 — at Whitley County, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 18 — Wayne County, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 — at Harlan County, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 2 — at Perry County Central, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — Pulaski County, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 — at Southwestern, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 23 — North Laurel, 7:30 p.m.
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NORTH LAUREL JAGUARS

BY LES DIXON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

LONDON — The North 
Laurel Jaguars took anoth-
er step forward last season.

Now they want more.
North Laurel is coming 

off a 9-3 campaign under 
coach Steve Nelson that 
saw the Jaguars advance 
to the second round of the 
Class 5A playoffs before 
suffering a heartbreaking 
24-21 loss to West Jessa-
mine.

Despite losing a talented 
senior class, North Laurel 
returns plenty of experi-
ence on both sides of the 
football, and expectations 
remain high entering the 
2026 season.

“Our expectations for 
this team are high, and 
they are in the communi-
ty as well,” Nelson said. 
“We lost a lot of really good 
seniors this past season. 
However, we also return a 
lot from last year’s team. 
This group has the poten-
tial to make a big run and 
be right there in the fight 
for a district champion-
ship. It is all about improv-
ing every single day and 
doing the necessary steps 
to be successful.”

For a group that accom-
plished plenty in 2025, the 
way the season ended has 
provided additional moti-
vation throughout the off-
season for the Jaguars.

“This team is ready for 
the next step,” Nelson said. 
“They have worked hard all 
offseason and summer and 
have made more progress 
than any team I have been 
a part of coaching. It seems 
like they get better each 
day to this point, and it’s 
a credit to them and the 
coaching staff. These play-
ers want to win and put the 
team above all. Last sea-
son didn’t end the way we 
wanted it to, and they have 
a constant reminder every 
single day.”

The Jaguars return 
six starters offensively, 
led by quarterback Jude 
McWhorter.

McWhorter’s ability to 
make plays with both his 
arm and legs gives North 
Laurel an experienced 
playmaker to build around, 
and Nelson believes his 
quarterback has taken an-
other significant step for-
ward.

“We return six start-
ers on offense and have 
looked much more explo-
sive,” Nelson said. “Jude 
McWhorter returns as 
quarterback and has had 
a fantastic offseason, and 
his dual-threat capabili-

ties are going to be tough 
for defenses. Running the 
ball, we have Bryson Nantz 
and Brody Pruitt, who have 
both put on a lot of weight 
and speed. We are very ex-
cited for these two guys.”

“We also have Cam An-
derson at receiver as a big-
time threat for us anywhere 
on the field,” he added. 
“Then we have Braxton 
Fultz and Dylan Hurley as 
do-it-all guys. Both Brax-
ton and Dylan are going to 
be big-time players for us 
this year, and I’m excited 
for all these guys.

“I believe the strength 
of our team is going to 
come from our skill posi-
tions as well as defense as 
a whole,” he added. “Jude 
McWhorter has made ex-
cellent strides as a passer, 
becoming one of the best 
I’ve coached. He also has 
six guys around him who 
can score at any time, and 
they have all put in the 
work to get so much faster 
and stronger.”

While the Jaguars have 
plenty of offensive fire-
power, Nelson has high 
expectations for his de-
fense as well.

North Laurel returns 
seven players on that side 
of the football and brings 
back experience at every 
level.

“We return seven players 
on defense, and this group 
can flat-out play,” Nelson 
said. “Gage Baker has been 
a big-time guy for us this 
offseason and has taken a 
huge jump in play. Jude 
McWhorter and Dylan 
Hurley will play safety, and 
both are excellent tacklers 
and smart guys on the back 
end of our defense. We re-
turn PT Roberts and Evan 
Zarate at cornerback, and 
both guys have looked fan-
tastic going into their se-
nior season.

“However, our most im-
pressive group has been 
our linebackers, returning 
all three starters with Bro-
dy Pruitt, Bryson Nantz 
and Braxton Fultz,” he 
added. “Then on the line, 
we have Asher Edwards, 
Caleb Roark and Colton 
Prime, who are going to 
cause a lot of problems for 
offenses.”

Nelson believes the unit 
has the potential to estab-
lish itself among the best in 
Class 5A.

“I also believe on defense 
we can be one of the best in 
5A and improve on what 
we did last year and shut 
teams down,” he said.

If there is an area where 
the Jaguars have some un-

certainty entering the sea-
son, it’s along the offensive 
line.

North Laurel lost three 
seniors up front, leaving 
some significant holes to 
fill.

“Some concerns we have 
had are our offensive line, 
losing three seniors up 
front is hard to replace,” 
Nelson said. “I think we 
have had a few guys step 
up, and they are going to 
shock a lot of people, and 
I think they can turn into 
a big strength of our team. 
I truly believe they are go-
ing to get better each day 
and be an excellent unit by 
Week One.”

Special teams will also 
be an area of emphasis af-
ter miscues proved costly 
during last year’s postsea-
son.

Nelson and his players 
haven’t forgotten it.

“Special teams is some-
thing we take very seri-
ously and can win or lose 
you football games,” Nel-
son said. “We had an early 
exit last season because of 
special teams mishaps, and 
these players understand 
how important it truly is.”

Cam Anderson will han-
dle both kicking and punt-
ing duties, and Nelson has 
been impressed by what he 
has seen from him during 
the offseason.

“Cam Anderson will be 
our kicker and punter and 
has improved off of last 
year,” Nelson said. “Cam 
has hit up to 60-yard field 
goals this offseason, as well 
as kickoffs going in the end 
zone, so we are super ex-
cited to have him back.”

North Laurel won’t have 
many opportunities to take 
a week off during the regu-
lar season.

The Jaguars are sched-
uled to face five teams 

ranked among the Top 10 
in their respective class-
es, giving Nelson’s squad 
plenty of opportunities to 

find out where it stands.
Perry Central, Corbin, 

Madison Central, Law-
rence County, Whitley 

County, Collins, South-
western, Pulaski County, 

Jaguars have pieces in place for big 2026 season

The Jaguars return six starters offensively, led by quarterback Jude McWhorter. McWhorter’s ability to make 
plays with both his arm and legs gives North Laurel an experienced playmaker to build around, and Nelson 
believes his quarterback has taken another significant step forward. | FILE PHOTO

2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 21 — Perry County Central, 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 28 — at Corbin, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 11 — Madison Central, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 — Lawrence County, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 — Whitley County, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 2 — at Collins, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — Southwestern, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 — at Pulaski County, 7 p.m.
Oct. 23 — at South Laurel, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 30 — at Wayne County, 7:30 p.m.

SEE NORTH, PAGE 11
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rienced players.”
Corbin brings back nu-

merous players who con-
tributed offensively during 
last year’s run to the state 
semifinals.

It starts at quarterback 
with returning signal-caller 
Mason Salmons.

Johnny Miller returns 
at center, while Braxton 
Tolliver brings experience 
to the offensive line. Trey 
Person returns at running 
back while Zach Thomas 
and Tayton Cox are back at 
wide receiver. Clay Akins 
also returns after contribut-
ing at multiple positions.

“We have a lot of return-
ing players on offense,” 
Salmons said. “Guys that 
contributed, started and 
have taken over this unit. 
Mason Salmons is our re-
turning quarterback, John-
ny Miller our center, Clay 
Akins handled multiple po-
sitions for us, Trey Person 
our running back, Braxton 
Tolliver played on our of-
fensive line, Zach Thomas 

our wide receiver, Tayton 
Cox another wide receiver, 
all return. Those guys bring 
a lot of experience to our 
unit and have done a great 
job leading.

The Redhounds also have 
several players looking to 
expand their roles or make 
an immediate impact.

“Some new additions 
include Dre Reese, Larron 
Westmoreland, Jack Jack-
son and Jake Salmons, who 
look to contribute as skill 
players,” Salmons said. 
“Easton Hendrickson and 
Malachi Brown will be re-
turning at tight end. Some 
new faces on the OL in-
clude Brennan Miller, Ca-
leb Cureton, Josh Goins, 
Keegan Riddle, Eli Cen-
ters, Landon McFarland, 
Landon Jones and Calvin 
Ellis.”

Landyn Walters and Car-
son Taylor will also give 
Corbin additional options 
at wide receiver.

With experience at quar-
terback, running back, re-
ceiver and along the offen-
sive line, the Redhounds 
have plenty of pieces to 
work with entering the sea-

son.
Corbin also returns a ton 

of experience on the defen-
sive side of the football.

Malachi Brown, Josh Go-
ins, Malachi Zachary and 
Dalton Henderson return 
along the defensive line.

Silas Mahan, Tayton Cox 
and Jackson Marlow bring 
experience to the lineback-
er corps, while Zach Thom-
as, Clay Akins, Trey Person 
and Landyn Walters return 
in the secondary.

“We have a good amount 
of guys that return on our 
defense,” Salmons said. 
“Our Defensive linemen 
that returners include Mal-
achi Brown, Josh Goins, 
Malachi Zachary and Dal-
ton Henderson. Our line 
backer returners include 
Silas Mahan, Tayton Cox 
and Jackson Marlow. Our 
defensive back returners 
include Zach Thomas, Clay 
Akins, Trey Person and 
Landyn Walters.”

“New faces on our de-
fense include Dre Reese, 
Larron Westmoreland, Paul 
Viars, Brody Hart, Bret Es-
tep, Jack Jackson, Jake Sal-
mons, Luke Trett, Easton 

Hendrickson, Brennan 
Miller, Bryson Hopkins and 
Carson Taylor,” he added.

While Corbin possesses 
plenty of weapons offen-
sively and experience de-
fensively, Salmons makes it 
clear the Redhounds place 
just as much emphasis on 
special teams.

“Special teams is just as 
important to us as offense 
and defense,” Salmons 
said. “Many of the contrib-
utors on special teams will 
be the same as offense and 
defense. Our kicker and 
punter combo of Sebastion 
Witherington and Trey Per-
son lead those units. They 
have done a great job, and 
we are looking forward to 
a great year on our special 
units.”

Corbin won’t have the 
luxury of easing its way 
into the season.

The Redhounds’ sched-
ule features quality com-
petition designed to test 
them throughout the regu-
lar season and have them 
prepared when postseason 
play arrives.

Salmons’ squad will 
face the likes of Western 

Hills, North Laurel, Bryan 
Station, Pulaski County, 
Frederick Douglas, John-
son Central, Harlan Coun-
ty, Whitley County, Perry 
Central, and Great Cross-
ing.

“Our schedule is full 
of very quality opponents 
and teams we have a great 
amount of respect for,” 
Salmons said. “When we 
schedule, we want and in-
vite really good competi-
tion to see where we are 
really at and prepare us for 
postseason play. We be-
lieve we have built a sched-
ule that will make us better 
week to week. We expect a 
quality, tough, competitive 
game each week.”

Salmons said one of the 
biggest questions entering 
any season is how offsea-
son preparation translates 
once a team lines up against 
someone wearing a differ-
ent uniform.

“I would say all coach-
es have the same concerns 
going into a year,” he said. 
“It is really about seeing 
what you have worked on 
for a year at this point come 
together when you face a 

team that isn’t yourself. 
We practice and train at a 
high level, and we believe 
we will take that over to the 
field on game day.”

Corbin will enter district 
play as the team to beat, but 
Salmons isn’t taking any-
thing for granted.

“Our district has a ton of 
teams you can see improv-
ing this last offseason,” 
Salmons said. “We expect a 
ton of competition between 
teams that know each other 
well and are hungry to roll 
out the ball. We understand 
we are picked highly in the 
district preseason, but it 
comes down to daily im-
provement if we want to be 
at the top when the season 
is over.

“We are very excited 
about this group of young 
men after seeing how hard 
they have worked and how 
badly they want to win,” 
he added. “Our entire pro-
gram is getting closer day 
by day, and we have seen 
great leadership bring it all 
together. We believe in our 
team and set of coaches to 
make a deep run through a 
great competitive season.”

CORBIN
Continued from Page 6

son schedule that keeps the 
Wildcats away from home.

“Our out-of-district 
schedule is difficult because 
we are on the road four out 
of the first five weeks,” 
Mitchell said. “With a 
young team, this can pose 
some unique obstacles, but I 

am confident we can battle 
through.”

The road doesn’t get any 
easier once Lynn Camp 
reaches the district portion 
of its schedule.

Williamsburg and Mid-
dlesboro enter the season 
highly regarded while ri-
valry matchups against 
Pineville and Harlan add 
look to be better.

“Our district schedule 

with Middlesboro and Wil-
liamsburg, who are both 
preseason Top Five or 10 
in most every poll, presents 
a difficult set of circum-
stances as we play them 
back-to-back again this 
year,” Mitchell said. “With 
Pineville and Harlan being 
such rivalry-type games, 
anything can happen, so I 
feel like each week we will 
be tested to the extreme.

“I feel like if we just go 
out and compete every Fri-
day night, we will have a 
chance to win every game, 
but we have little room for 
error,” he added. “So our 
coaching staff, which is tre-
mendous by the way, will do 
a great job of getting kids 
in the right spot for them to 
be individually successful, 
which will result in team 
success.”

CAMP
Continued from Page 3

son.
Herron believes his team 

is capable of competing for 
a district championship and 
putting itself in position to 
make a deep run once post-
season play begins.

“We believe we can win 
the district every year,” 

Herron said. “If we win 
as many games as we can 
and improve, we will put 
ourselves in a position to 
compete in our district and 
get some home playoff 
games in the region. This is 
a strong and versatile team 
that has good chemistry 
and will continue to im-
prove and put us in a place 
to be competitive in all our 
games.”

W’BURG
Continued from Page 4
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Corbin, Harlan County, and 
Madison Southern. 

“Our schedule is a tough 
mountain football schedule,” 
Rhymer said. “The challenges 
of each week should prepare us 
for the next week. 

“Going into the season, there 
is not one game we will be the 
favorite in,” he added. “Our 
team understands we are the 
underdog and have our backs 
against the wall before the sea-
son starts. This has created a 
lot of motivation to embrace 
the process and try and change 
that narrative as the season 
progresses. District is tough, 
and our goal is to finish in the 
top two and play a home playoff 
game. 

“Rhymer continued. “We 
have a tremendous group of 
student athletes that will rep-
resent Whitley County in the 
right way. We are excited to see 
Colonel Stadium filled up with 
our home opener and get the 
season rolling.”

COLONELS
Continued from Page 5

done a fantastic job for us 
in the kicking department. 
He’s almost automatic on 
extra points and is a very 
solid field-goal kicker with 
good range.”

Roark will handle punt-
ing duties with Jackson 
Hart serving as his back-
up.

“Junior Caleb Roark will 
handle the punting duties, 
backed up by sophomore 

Jackson Hart,” Hines 
said. “Long snappers are 
sophomore Brady Valen-
tine and junior Malachi 
Smith. Valentine will also 
do the bulk of short snaps. 
Extra-point holders will 
be Maddox Warren and 
freshman wide receiver 
Bracen Middleton.”

Unlike last season, when 
South Laurel entered with 
numerous veteran play-
ers who had been through 
varsity battles, Hines ad-
mits there are plenty of 
unknowns surrounding 

this year’s team.
The talent is there, 

though. 
The question is how 

quickly that talent can 
turn into production.

“Our team is truly a big 
question going into the 
season,” Hines said. “We 
feel like we have some 
talented players that are 
ready to blossom into out-
standing high school foot-
ball players. However, the 
experience is not there. 
We’ll take some growing 
pains early in the sea-

son, and if we can kind of 
put things together when 
we get to the district, we 
might have a chance to 
have a decent season.”

The young Cardinals 
won’t have much time to 
ease into varsity football.

South Laurel faces a 
challenging schedule that 
includes Pulaski County, 
North Laurel and Som-
erset, all teams Hines ex-
pects to be among the best 
in their respective classifi-
cations.

“It is a very tough sched-

ule,” Hines said. “Pulaski 
County, North Laurel and 
Somerset are all ranked in 
the Top 10 in their respec-
tive classes. Every game 
is tough. And we must 
learn to bring our best ef-
fort each and every Friday 
night.

“The district is very, very 
strong,” he added. “Ob-
viously, Pulaski County 
is going to be ranked in 
the Top Five in the state 
starting the season, North 
Laurel probably as well. 
Southwestern has a whole 

new staff, new regime. 
They’re on the mend to get 
better fast. We’ve got our 
work cut out for us with 
every single district game.

“We feel good about our 
team,” Hines continued. 
“We feel like there’s a lot of 
potential. Our goal for the 
season simply is to achieve 
our potential. I don’t know 
how many wins and losses 
that’s going to turn out to 
be, but if we can achieve 
what we believe our po-
tential is, then I believe we 
can have a solid season.”

SOUTH
Continued from Page 8

South Laurel, and Wayne Coun-
ty,

“We play a very tough sched-
ule,” Nelson said. “We play five 
teams who are Top 10 in their 
respective class, and it brings out 
the best in our players. It defi-
nitely gets us ready for postsea-
son play, and it has our players 
more motivated every week.”

There might not be much sep-

aration between the teams bat-
tling North Laurel for  the dis-
trict crown.

Pulaski County is coming off 
a trip to the state championship 
game, South Laurel finished 9-3 
last season, and Nelson expects 
Southwestern to be much-im-
proved.

“We play in a really tough 
district,” Nelson said. “Pulaski 
County just played in the state 
championship, South Laurel 
is coming off a 9-3 season and 
Southwestern has reloaded go-

ing into this season. I think we 
are right in the mix for winning 
a district championship and 
have to prepare and practice like 
champions.

“To be the man, you have to 
beat the man, and Pulaski Coun-
ty holds that title right now,” he 
added. “We have to be mentally 
prepared to go there and take 
it from them, as well as South 
Laurel and Southwestern. In 
our district, you can be district 
champs or come in fourth in the 
district with any slip-ups. Every 

team has a talented roster.
“I think we have an excellent 

football team this season and 
one that North Laurel fans are 
going to enjoy watching come 
this season,” Nelson continued. 
“We have had our best summer 
practices yet in my three years 
as head coach, and I’m excited 
to get started. We can’t become 
complacent and relax and have 
to practice hard every day to get 
better. But this group is very 
player-led and going to be a lot 
of fun to watch and coach.”

NORTH
Continued from Page 9

Tigers have won three straight 
meetings in the series, though 
Cumberlands’ last victory over 
Georgetown came on the road 
in 2022 when the Patriots se-
cured a 24-23 win.

“Bethel is always a challenge 
and they’ve got really good 
athletes,” Housekeeper said. 
“Then Cumberland comes in 
and they’re always well coached 
and prepared. Georgetown 

is another good environment 
to play in and another well 
coached team. Hopefully by 
that point we’re building some 
momentum and staying healthy 
because that’s such an import-
ant stretch of the season.”

After another bye week, the 
Patriots will conclude the reg-
ular season on Nov. 14, when 
they host No. 7 Lindsey Wilson 
University on Senior Day. The 
Blue Raiders reached the NAIA 
Playoffs last season, while UC 
will be looking to replicate its 
last home victory over Lindsey 

Wilson, an 18-14 triumph in 
Williamsburg during the 2024 
season.

“That’s going to be an im-
portant game,” Housekeeper 
said. “They’re a playoff pro-
gram and being able to finish 
at home is important. Hope-
fully by the time we get there 
there’s some incentive to play 
for. We devote a lot of time and 
effort into making sure we can 
get our guys to game 10 healthy 
and fresh.”

As the Patriots prepare for 
the 2026 season, Housekeeper 

believes consistency and resil-
ience will be key to navigating 
one of the nation’s toughest 
schedules.

“The biggest thing is our abil-
ity to bounce back,” House-
keeper said. “There’s always 
going to be challenges. If we 
can have emotional regulation, 
the ability to reset, and focus on 
the things we can control, I feel 
like we’re going to be all right.”

Kickoff times and additional 
game information can be found 
on the Cumberlands football 
schedule website. 

PATRIOTS
Continued from Page 7



MINISTERING THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH HEALTH CARE

ACCESS FAMILY 
HEALTH CENTER

315 HOSPITAL DR., 
BARBOURVILLE, KY 40906

(606) 546-4060
Wm. Thomas Ashbum, MD

Paul A. Cooney, DO
Charles V. Stargel, MD

Tyler Carter, DO
Stuart Mack, PA-C

Rachel Bargo, APRN
Shannon Mills, APRN

Jennifer Dorriety, APRN
Lesley Vaughn, APRN

Kerri Wilson, APRN
Rebekah Cain, APRN
Raven Jordan, APRN
Linda Dunigan, APRN

Emilee Prewitt-Haggard,
PMHNP-BC

BARBOURVILLE FAMILY 
HEALTH CENTER

215 N ALLISON AVE., 
BARBOURVILLE, KY 40906

(606) 546-9287
Richard Carter, MD
Brian Abner, PA-C
Sarah Mills, PA-C

Cassie Vaughn, PA-C
Lisa Clark, LPCC
Susan Poff, LPCC

Anna Ashburn, LPCA

CORBIN FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
140 BRYAN BOULEVARD

CORBIN, KY 40701
(606) 523-2005

Richard Carter, MD
Candice Troxell, DO
Julie Monday, APRN

Crystal Prewitt, APRN
Richi Gray, APRN

Garrett Faulkner, PA-C
Matthew Webb, PA-C

Lisa Clark, LPCC
Bianca Lambert, PA-C

Emilee Prewitt-Haggard, PMHNP-BC

ACCESS HEALTH VISION
BARBOURVILLE, KY
(606) 546-4166
Tanner A. Wells, OD

BEST WISHES TOBEST WISHES TO
 ALL TEAMS THIS SEASON ALL TEAMS THIS SEASON

12 2026 PIGSKIN PREVIEW
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