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While
chances
looked
great for rain in the coming days, Guadalupe County
Commissioners Court tried to
stay on the safe side Tuesday
and instituted a burn ban to go
in effect this morning.

“If we put it on and it rains,
it’s like, ‘Why’d y’all put it on,’”
County Judge Kyle Kutscher
said. “At this interval, it’s probably responsible and safer to
put it on and hope that it rains.
If it does, we can remove it.”
Patrick Pinder, the county’s
emergency management coordinator, asked the court to

consider the outdoor burning prohibition. It went into
effect 6 a.m. Wednesday and is
scheduled to last 90 days unless
Kutscher or the county judge
pro-tem rescinds it after determining circumstances requiring the order establishing the
ban no longer exist.
Guadalupe County’s Keetch-
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Byram Drought Index on
Tuesday was 615, Pinder said.
The KBDI helps the county
monitor dry conditions. When
it reaches about the mid500s, officials begin considering implementing a burn ban,
Pinder said.
Firefighters in the county
have responded to an increase

Weathering the
storm

in brush fires as the weather has
remained dry for a while and
heavy fuel sources are present
on the ground.
“Most of the counties around
us already have burn bans in
place,” Pinder said. “Bexar
County will be putting theirs
on shortly.”
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Program helps
reduce feral
cat population
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Locals advocate for suicide awareness
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Many people get down on
themselves from time to time but
some take that feeling further and
do what to others can be the
unthinkable.
Watching out for signs can
help members of our society with
suicidal ideations to cope, make
it out on the other side of those
thoughts in good health and
strive toward a hopeful future,
said Laraine Turner, vice president of Precious Life Crusade

Teen Suicide Prevention.
“As the name says, we’re on
a quest to save as many lives as
we can through education and
therapy,” she said. “Of course, our
main goal is teens because that’s
what started our organization.
But, we deal with adults as well,
and preteens.”
Precious Life Crusade is not a
hotline and has no staff on duty
24/7, but the organization strives
in many ways to help when and
where it can, Turner said.
Her
organization
spent
September, which is recognized

as National Suicide Prevention
Month, as it did most other
months, putting in the work to
help people who believe they are
at the ends of their rope find the
help they need to go on, she said.
“Because we are linked up with
the national suicide prevention
organizations, we, just like them,
want to get out as much information about warning signs, who’s
at risk, who could potentially be
at risk and what a person can do
to help someone who is at risk,”
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Having recognized an
overpopulation of stray
cats roaming Seguin’s
neighborhoods and alleyways, officials took action
to curb the issue without
drastically disrupting the
ecosystem.
About a year ago, Seguin
Animal Services started
a trap-neuter-return program to diminish the feral
and community cat populations across town. And so
far, the program is a hit.
“I think it’s been pretty
successful,” said Seguin
Police Chief Terry Nichols,
whose department oversees
the Animal Services unit.
Feral and community
cats had created thriving
colonies in Seguin. Some
colonies across the city had
grown very large and the
cats became a nuisance to
many residents, Seguin
Animal Services Manager
Shelley Lutz said.
Feral cats are nearly impossible to adopt
out because they are not
domesticated and have
horrible social skills, she
said. The animals behave
like wildlife creatures, Lutz
said.
“If you do try to touch
them, they’re going to do
what wildlife does; they’re
going to try to bite you, try
to scratch you,” she said.
“They look at us as predators.”

“Cats breed up to three
times a year. One cat
has eight kittens three
times a year, you see
how quickly that starts
to add up.”
Shelley Lutz,
Seguin Animal
Services Manager
So the city found a way
to humanely handle the
problem, Lutz said. Instead
of capturing and euthanizing the felines, trap-neuterreturn was instituted, she
said.
“What we learned was we
were euthanizing healthy
cats,” Lutz said. “Their only
issue is they’re not friendly.
Basically, they’ve become
wildlife.”
Over many years, shelters across the United
States have euthanized tens
of thousands of feral and
community cats, she said.
With trap-neuter-return,
lives are saved.
In the program, humans
work together to trap cats.
Those cats then are spayed
or neutered, Lutz said.
They also ear tip the animals if they’re healthy, she
said, and then return them
to their colonies. Removing
a tip of the cat’s left ear
allows people to recognize
them from a distance and
avoid them and recognize
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Officers, community prepare for National Night Out
File art
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National Night Out
allows citizens to enjoy an
evening of fun and fellowship among themselves and
their first responders.
But it also can be a great
place to add something
more, something needed in
today’s society, Guadalupe
County Sheriff ’s Deputy
Rozlynn Pinilla said.
She is happy the county is
celebrating National Night

Out for all the right reasons.
“I think it’s important
we know our people in our
areas, neighborhoods, their
children,” Pinilla said. “That
way, we know if there’s
someone in the area that
shouldn’t be there.”
Texas is celebrating
National Night Out on
Tuesday, Oct. 5.
National Night Out is an
annual community-building
campaign that promotes
police-community partnerships and neighborhood
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Seguin Police Officer Martina Wissmann puts a
bracelet on Meadows block
party organizer Iris Valdez
during National Night Out
on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2018, at
the Meadows Pool.

camaraderie to make neighborhoods safer, according to
the National Night Out website. The night is scheduled
each year to enhance relationships between neighbors
and law enforcement personnel while fostering a true
sense of community. The
annual event offers opportunities for bringing police and
neighbors together under
positive circumstances.
“It’s important to do
NNO - 10
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